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«  RESOLVED 
BY  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  directed,  to  fubfcribe,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives, for  four  hundred  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
whichare  propofed  to  be  publifhed  by  Richard  Folwell,  and 
fuch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  cf  Representatives. 

JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  March  2d,   1799  : 

JOHN   ADAMS,    President 
of  the  United  States," 
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Mondat,  January  1,  1776. 

A  LETTER  from  governor  Trumbull,  dated  the  twenty-third 
of  December,  being  received,  was  read. 
The  Cono-refs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  captain  Selleck's  petition,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

That  they  have  maturely  coniidercd  the  petition,  and  have  exa- 
mined captain  Simeon  Selleck  particularly  thereon,  and  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  petitioner  be  allowed,  as  a  compenfation  for  his  ex- 
penfes,  trouble  and  rifk  in  taking  the  goods  at  Turtlebay,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  fun?  of  333  dollars  and  one-third; 
and  that  the  committee  of  Fairfield  be  directed  to  take  into  their 
poffeffion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  colonies,  all  the  goods  taken  by 
captain  Selleck,  which  are  not  already  delivered  by  him,  and  to 
forward  the  two  boxes  of  faltpetre,  now  in  captain  Selleck's  cuf- 
tody,  to  the  powder-mill,  in  Ulfter  county,  to  be  manufactured  into 
gun-powder,  for  the  continental  fervice. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  lord  Sterling's  letters,  after  debate  thereon, 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant  for  the 
battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  and 
examined, 

John  Patterfon  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  fign  commHTions  to  the  field-officers 
appointed  by  the  provincial  Congrefs  of  North-Carolina,  to  com- 
mand the  two  battalions,  directed  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  by 
this  Congrefs,  and  that  fuch  commimons  bear  like  date  with  thofe 
iffued  to  the  laid  officers  by  the  faid  provincial  Congrefs  of  North- 
Carolina. 

Resolved,  That,  in  cafe  of  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  provincial  convention 
of  North-Carolina,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  provincial  council,  ap- 
point another  perfon  to  fill  up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a  commiffion 
fhall  ifiue  from  this  Congrefs ;  and  that  they  return  to  this  Congrefs 
a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  perfon  or  perfcns  fo  appointed. 

The  delegates  of  New- York,  having  received  new  powers  from 
their  convention,  laid  the  fame  before  Congrefs,  as  follows: 

u  In  provincial  Congress,  Ne?j-York,  December  21,  1775. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  prefent  delegates  of  this  colony,  in  conti- 
nental Congrefs.  be  requeued  to  make  fucH  an  arrangement  among 
Vol.  II.      '  B 
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themfelves,  as  that  five  of  them  only  continue  at  Congrefs,  and  re- 
prefent  this  colony  at  any  one  time  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  the  necef- 
fary  abfence  of  any  one  cr  two  of  the  delegates  fo  attending,  ac- 
cording to  fuch  arrangement,  that  three  or  four  of  them  be  a  quo- 
rum, and  enabled  to  reprefent  the  colony  during  fuch  abfence. 
A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

"John  M'-Kesson,  Secretary." 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington, 
and  the  intercepted  letters,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  convicleration,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing rtfolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  of  the  provincial  council  of  North- 
Carolina,  and  of  Georgia,  be  requefied  to  procure  committees  of 
their  feveral  bodies  to  repair  immediately  to  Charlefton,  and  there 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  council  of  fafety,  of  South-Ca- 
rolina, upon  weighty  and  important  matters  relative  to  the  defence 
and  fecurity  of  thefe  colonies.    , 

Resolved,  That  it  appears,  the  Britifh  rainiftry  and  their  agents 
have  meditated  and  are  preparing  to  make  attacks  upon  Charlellon, 
in  South-Carolina,  and  feveral  places  in  Virginia,  and  probably  in 
North-Carolina;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions 
or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies,  and  to  the  pro- 
vincial council  of  the  other,  by  allpoffible  means,  to  make  a  vigor- 
ous defence  and  oppofition;  and  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to 
the  committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  and  t«he  provincial  council  of 
North-Carolina,  to  meet  together  and  confer  and  conclude  upon  fuch 
operations,  as  they  may  think  moft  for  their  mutual  intereft. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Iuesdat,  January  2,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  James  Chambers,  the  fum  of  25.8  dollars  for  his  expenfes 
from  Cambridge. 

To  Judah  Alden,  50  dollars,  advanced  on  account  of  expenfes 
in  attending  the  French  gentlemen. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  direcled  to  have  brigadier- 
general  Prefect,  lately  made  prifoner  by  the  continental  fcrces  in 
Canada,  taken  into  cuftcdy,  and  fafely  and  fecurely  kept  in; ai  the 
further  orders  of  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  fe-nt  immediately  to  ge- 
neral Schuyler;  and  that  the  general  be  informed  by  letter  of  the 
reafons  which  induced  the  Congrefs  to  give  inch  orders. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Egbert 
Dumoncl,  on  account  of  ;•;.;: ertfss  in  bringing  the  prifonsrs,  taken 
at  St«  John-'s,  from  Kim-fton,  in  New-Yi  rk  government,  to  Lan- 
c.after,  in  PtvnnMvnnia,  the  fain  of  232o\2  u^:ii.rs. 

0)  dei  ed,  Thai  the  fame  be  paid. 
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The  Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  petition  of  captains  Paddock  awl  Coffin,  and  after  debate, 

Rssoived,  That  the  prayer  of  faid  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  Mate  of  New-York  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read. 

report  of  captain  Motte,  with  regard  to  the  difpofition  of 
the  orhxers  taken  prifoners  at  St.  John's,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  lord  Stirling's  letters 
was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into 
cop  deration,  the  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refo- 
lut    ns  : 

rived,  That  the  prefident  acquaint  his  lordfhip,  that  the  Con- 
provided  againft  the  inconvenience  of  vexatious  arreits  of 
the  men  enlifting  in  the  continental  fervice. 

Raohed,  That  the  barracks  in  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  be  pre- 
p  ired  for  the  reception  of  fnch  of. the  battalions  as  may  not  be  in 
Headline  fs,  to  proceed  to  New-York,  and  that  the  minifterial  troops 
or  prifoners  at  prefent  occupying  them,  be  accommodated  in  the 
faid  colony,  in  fuch  manner,  as  the  committee  of  fafety  for  faid  co- 
lony, ihall  think  moft  prudent  and  convenient. 

That  Mr.  Lowry,  the  commiflary,  be  directed  to  fupply  the  faid 
battalions  with  (lockings,  and  that  the  delegates  for  the  colony  of 
New-Jerfey,  tranfmit  to  lord  Stirling  fix  dozen  printed  copies  of 
the  articles  of  war. 

That  conlidering  not  only  the  defencelefs  condition  of  the  co- 
lony of  New-Jerfey,  for  want  of  ammunition  in  cafe  of  an  hoftile 
iAVafion  of  that  colony,  but  the  evident  want  of  the  afliftance  of 
thofe  battalions  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  where  an  attack  of 
the  enemy  is  moft  probably  to  be  apprehended,  a  requifition  be  made 
by  the  Congrefs  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  of  four 
hundred,  weight  of  powder  for  the  laid  battalions. 

That  the  fame  fire-wood,  camp  equipage,  and  barrack  utenfils  be 
allowed  to  each  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions  as  are  allowed  to  the 
battalion  railed  in  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  hundred  ftand  of  arms  fupplied  by  the  colony  of  New- 
'  York  for  the  New-Jerfey  battalions,  be  paid  for  by  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey;  and  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  faid  convention  to 
make  fuch  payment,  as  well  as  to  furnifh  .fuch  of  the  men  belonging 
to  the  faid  battalions,  as  are  yet  unprovided,  with  arms,  the  farther 
fum  of  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  convention;  and  that 
the  price  of  the  arms  be  deducted  cue  of  the  wages  of  the  privates 
belonging  to  the  faid  battalions. 

That  lord  Stirling  be  diredted  to  feize  and  fecure  all  the  ammur 
nition  and  warlike  ftores  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  be  imported  into  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  and  keep 
them  till  he  fhall  receive  the  orders  of  Congrefs  refpeeYmg  them  : 
And  further,  that  he  do,  from  time  to  time,  give  aid  and  protection 
to  all  the  friends  of  America,  who  may  be  employed  in  importing 
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into  the  faid  colony,  ammunition,  or  other  commodities  not  prohibi- 
ted by  the  affociation  and  refolves  of  this  Congrefs. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  divers  ho- 
neft  and  well-meaning,  but  uninformed  people  in  thefe  colonies,  have, 
by  the  art  and  addrefs  of  minifterial  agents,  been  deceived  and 
drawn  into  erroneous  opinions  refpecling  the  American  caufe,  .and 
the  probable  iffne  of  the  prefent  conteft: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  committees, 
and  other  friends  to  American  liberty,  in  the  faid  colonies,  to  treat 
all  fuch  perfons  with  kindnefs  and  attention ;  to  confider  them  as  the 
inhabitants  of  a  country  determined  to  be  free,  and  to  view  their 
errors  as  proceeding  rather  from  want  of  information  than  want  of 
virtue  or  public  Spirit  ;  to  explain  to  them  the  origin,  nature  and 
extent  of  the  prefent  controveriy  ;  to  acquaint  them  with  the  fate 
of  the  numerous  petitions  prefented  to  his  marefty,  as  well  by  af- 
femblies  as  Congreffes,  for  reconciliation  and  redrefs  of  grievances : 
and" that  the  laft  from  this  Congrefs,  humbly  requeuing  the  (ingle 
favour  of  being  heard,  like  all  the  others,  has  proved  unfuccefsful ; 
to  unfold  to  them  the  various  arts  of  adminiftration  to  enfnare  and 
enflave  us,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  cruelly  driven  to 
defend,  by  arms,  thofe  very  rights,  liberties  and  eftates,  which  we 
and  our  forefathers  had  fo  long  enjoyed  unmolefted  in  the  reigns  of 
his  prefent  majefty's  predeceffors.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended 
to  all  conventions  and  affcmblies  in  thefe  colonies,  liberally  to  dif- 
tribute  among  the  people,  the  proceedings 'of  this  and  the  former  Con- 
grefs, the  late  fpeeches  of  the  great  patriots  in  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament relative  to  American  grievances,  and  fuch  other  pamphlets 
and  papers  as  tend  to  elucidate  the  merits  of  the  American  caufe, 
the  Congrefs  being  fully  perfuaded  that  the  more  our  right  to  the 
enjoyment  of  our  ancient  liberties  and  privileges  is'examined,  the 
more  juft  and  neceffary  our  prefent  opposition  to  minifterial  tyranny 
will  appear. 

And,  with  refpeft  to  ail  fuch  unworthy  Americans,  as,  regardlefs 
of  their  duty  to  their  Creator,  their  country  and  their  pofterity, 
have  taken  part  with  our  oppreffors,  and,  influenced  by  the  hope 
or  poffeffion  of  ignominious  rewards,  drive  to  recommend  therm* 
felves  to  the  bounty  of  adminiftration,  by  mifreprefenting  and  tra- 
ducing the  conduct  and  principlesof  the  friends  of  American  liberty, 
and  oppofing  every  meafure  formed  for  its  prefervation  and  fecurity, 

E'-'sohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  affemblies, 
conventions  and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  in  the  United  Co- 
lonies, by  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures,  to  fruftrate  the 
mifchievous  machinations,  and  reftrain  the  wicked  practices  of  thefe 
men  :  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  they  ought  to  be 
difarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among  them,  either  kept  in 
fafe  cuftody,  or  bound  with  Sufficient  fureties  to  their  good  beha- 
viour. 

And,  in  order  that  the  faid  affemblies,  conventions,  committees 
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or  councils  of  fafety,  may  be  enabled,  with  greater  eafe  and  facility 
to  carry  this  relblution  into  execution, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  aid,  whatever 
continental  troops,  ftationed  in  or  near  their  refpecYive  colonies, 
may  be  conveniently  fpared  from  their  more  immediate  duty  ;  and 
the  commanding  officers  of  fuch  troops,  are  hereby  directed  to  af- 
ford the  faid  affemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of 
fafety,  all  fuch  affiftance  in  executing  this  refolution,  as  they  may 
require,  and  which,  confident  with  the  good  of  the  fervice,  may 
be  fupplied. 

Resolved^  That  all  detachments  of  continental  troops,  which  may 
be  ordered  on  the  bufmefs  in  the  foregoing  refolution  mentioned, 
be,  while  fo  employed,  under  the  direction  and  controul  of  the  af- 
femblies, conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  aforefaid. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  Colonies, 
to  aid  each  other  (on  requeft  from  their  refpe&ive  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, committees,  or  councils  of  fafety  and  county  committees) 
on  every  emergency,  and  to  cultivate,  cherifh  and  increafe  the 
prefent  happy  and  neceffary  union,  by  a  continual  interchange  of 
mutual  good  offices. 

And  Whereas  the  execrable  barbarity,  with  which  this  unhappy 
war  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  fuch  as  burn- 
ing our  defencelefs  towns  and  villages,  expoiing  their  inhabitants, 
without  regard  to  fex  or  age,  to  all  the  miferies  which  lofs  of  pro- 
perty, the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  inhuman  devaluation  can  inflict, 
exciting  domeRic  infurredtions  and  murders,  bribing  favages  to 
defolate  our  frontiers,  and  calling  fuch  of  us  as  the  fortune  of  war 
has  put  in  their  power,  into  gaols,  there  to  languifh  in  irons  and 
in  want,  compelling  the  inhabitants  of  Bcfton,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  to  remain  confined  within  the  town,  expofed  to  the  info- 
lence  of  the  foldiery,  and  other  enormities,  at  the  mention  of 
which  decency  and  humanity  will  ever  blufh,  may  juftly  provoke 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  to  retaliate. 

Resolved)  That  it  be  recommended  to  them,  to  continue  mindful 
that  humanity  ought  to  diftinguifh  the  brave,  that  cruelty  mould 
find  no  admimon  among  a  free  people,  and  to  take  care  that  no 
page  in  the  annals  of  America  be  ftained  by  a  recital  of  any  action 
which  juftice  or  Chriftianity  may  condemn,  and  to  reft  affured  that 
whenever  retaliation  may  be  neceffary  or  tend  to  their  iecurity, 
this  Congrefs  will  undertake  the  difagreeable  taflc. 

Resolved)  That  the  affemblies,  conventions,  or  committees,  or 
councils  of  fafety,  be  requefted  forthwith  to  tranfmlt  to  this  Con- 
grefs, copies  of  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonftrancfe, 
which  have  been,  by  the  refpecxive  colonies,  prefented  to  the  throne, 
or  either  houfe  of  parliament,  fmce  the  year  1762,  and  that  they 
alfo  inform  the  Congrefs,  whether  any  and  what  anfwers  were  given 
to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bartlett  be  appointed  one  of  the  committee 
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of  claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Cuiking,  who  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-itstt  <g>  mssx- 

JVednesdat,  January  3,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  25th  of  December, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  having  recommended 
fundry  gentlemen  to  be  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions  ordered 
to  be  raifed  in  faid  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  colonels,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  chofen: 

Arthur  St.  Clair,  Efq;  John  Shee,  Efq;  Anthony  Wayne,  Efq; 
Robert  Magaw,  Efq; 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  fecret 
committee,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  goods  and  ftores  ought  to  be  im- 
ported as  foon  as  poihble,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  viz. 

60,000  ftriped  blankets. 

120,000  yards  of  \  cloths,  brown  and  blue,  from  3s.  to  6s»  fter. 

1  0,000  yards  of  do.  different  colours,  for  facings,  at  4s. 

3,000  pieces  of  duffils,  or  forne  fuch  cloth. 

100  m.  forted  needles. 

50  m.  do.  none  fine. 

10  m.  do.  for  fail  cloth. 

3,000  pieces  of  raven's  duck. 

3,000  pieces  ticklenburgs, 

1,500  pieces  oznaburgs. 

1,000  pieces  vitrey. 

4,000  pieces  Hamburg  dowlas. 

20,000  ftand  of  arms. 

300  tons  of  lead. 

1,000,900  of  flints. 

1,500  boxes  of  tin,  and  wire  properly  for ted  for  it. 

Medicines,  furgeon's  inftruments,  lint  and  bandages  in  the  whole, 
to  the  amount  of  2,0001.  fterling. 

500  meets  of  copper  of  different  forts. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  purfue  the  mod  effectual  meafures  far  importing  the  foregoing- 
articles. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  this  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

The  committee  cf  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  Edward  Motte,  for  expenfes,  Sec.  in  conducting  the 
prifoners  taken  at  St.  John's,  from  Kingfton,  in  the  colony  of 
New-York,  to  Lancafte'r,  in  Pennfylvania,  a  balance  of  367.7  dol- 
lars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  wag gen-mafter,  for  carriage  of  cloathing  and 
medicines  to  Dobb's  ferry  and  to  Cambridge,  222.6  dollars. 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  oi"  New-York,  brought  in  a  farther 
icport,  which  being  taken  into  confederation,  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whereas  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  in 
the  colony  of  New-York,  being  incapable  of  refolving  to  live  and 
die  freemen,  and  being  more  difpofed  to  quit  their  liberties  than 
part  with  the  little  proportion  of  their  property  neceffary  to  defend 
them,  have  defe;  ted  the  American  caufe,  by  refuting  to  fend  depu- 
ties as  ufual  to  the  convention  of  that  colony;  and  avowing,  by  a 
public  declaration,  an  unmanly  defign  of  remaining  inactive  lpedla- 
tors  of  the  prefent  conteft,  vainly  Mattering  thcmfelves,  perhaps, 
that  mould  Providence  declare  for  our  enemies,  they  maypurchafe 
their  mercy  and  favour  at  an  eafy  rate ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  war  mould  terminate  in  favour  of  America,  that  then  they  may 
enjoy,  without  expenfe  of  blood  or  treafure,  all  the  blelhngs  refult- 
ing  from  that  liberty,  which  they,  in  the  day  of  trial,  had  aban- 
doned, and  in  defence  of  which,  many  of  their  more  virtuous  neigh- 
bours and  countrymen  had  nobly  died:  and  although  the  want  of 
public  fpirit,  obfervable  inthefe  men,  rather  excites  pity  than  alarm, 
there  being  little  danger  to  apprehend  either  from  their  prowefs  or 
example,  yet  it  being  reasonable,  that  thofe  who  refufe  to  defend 
their  country,  mould  be  excluded  from  its  protection,  and  prevented 
from  doing  it  injury: 

Resolved,  That  all  fuch  perfens  in  Queen's  county,  afore  faid,  as 
voted  againft  fending  deputies  to  the  prel'ent  convention  of  New- 
York,  and  named  in  a  lift  of  delinquents  in  Queen's  county,  pub- 
lished by  the  convention  of  New-York,  be  put  out  of  the  protection 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  all  trade  and  intercouri'e  with 
them  ceafe ;  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  be  per- 
mitted to  travel  or  abide  in  any  part  of  thefe  United  Colonies,  out 
of  their  faid  county,  without  a  certificate  from  the  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  fetting  forth,  that 
fuch  inhabitant  is  a  friend  to  the  American  caufe,  and  not  of  the 
number  of  thofe  who  voted  ao-ainft  fending  deputies  to  the  faid  con- 
vention; and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  inhabitants  as  fhall  be  found  out 
of  the  faid  county,  without  fuch  certificate,  be  apprehended  and  im- 
prifoned  three  months. 

Resolved,  That  no  attorney  or  lawyer  ought  to  commence,  profe- 
cute,  or  defend  any  aftion  at  law,  of  any  kind,  for  any  of  the  faid  in- 
habitants of  Queen's  county,  who  voted  againft  fending  deputies  to 
the  convention,  as  aforefaid;  and  fuch  attorney  or  lawyer  as  fhall 
contravene  this  refolution,  are  enemies  to  the  American  caufe,  and 
ought  to  be  treated  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That. the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  the,  co- 
lony of  New-York  be  requefted  to  continue  publilhin^;,  for  a  month, 
in  all  their  gazettes  or  newfpavers,  the  names  of  cJl  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  as  voted  againft  fending  deputies; 
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and  to  give  certificates,  in  the  manner  before  recommended,  to  fuch 
others  of  the  (aid  inhabitants,  as  are  friends  to  American  liberty. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  all  conventions,  committees  of  fafety, 
and  others,  to  be  diligent  in  executing  the  above  refolutions. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Nathaniel  Heard,  of  Woodbridge,  in  the 
colony  of  New-Jerfey,  taking  with  him  five  or  fix  hundred  minute- 
men,  under  difcreet  officers,  do  march  to  the  weftern  part  of 
Queen's  county,  and  that  colonel  Waterbury  of  Stanford,  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  with  the  like  number  of  minute-men,  march 
to  the  eaftern  fide  of  faid  county ;  that  they  confer  together,  and 
endeavour  to  enter  the  faid  county  on  one  day;  that  they  proceed 
to  difarm  every  perfon  in  the  faid  county,  who  voted  againft  fend- 
ing deputies  to  the  faid  convention,  and  caufe  them  to  deliver  up 
their  arms  and  ammunition  on  oath,  and  that  they  take  and  confine 
in  fafe  cuftody,  till  further  orders,  all  fuch  as  refufe  compliance. 

That  they  apprehend  and  fecure,  till  further  orders,  the  perfons 
named  as  principal  men  among  the  difaffected  in  the  faid  county, 
in  a  fummons  for  their  appearance  before  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  iffued  the  12th  of  December  laft,  viz. 

Of  Jamaica  townfhip,  captain  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Charles 
Arden,  Jofeph  French,  Kfq;  Johannes  Polhemus. 

Newtown,  Nathaniel  Moor,  John  Moor,  fen.  Samuel  Hallet, 
John  Moor,  jun.  William  Weyman,  John  Shoals,  Jeromus  Rapalje. 

Fluihing,  John  Willet. 

Hamftead,  Juftice  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Daniel  Kiffam,  Efq;  of 
Cowneck,  captain  Jacob  Mott,  Thomas  Cornhill,  of  Rockaway, 
Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Richard  Hewlet,  captain  Charles  Hicks,  Dr. 
Samuel  Martin,  Juftice  Samuel  Clowes. 

Oyfter-bay,  Juftice  Thomas  Smith,  of  Hog-iiland,  Juftice  John 
Hewlet,  captain  George  Weeks,  Dr.  David  Brooks,  Juftice  John 
Townfend, 

and  all  fuch  other  perfons  who  (hall  be  found  in  arms,  or  who  fhall 
oppofe  the  carrying  the  above  refolutions  into  effect,  as  the  faid  col. 
Heard  or  colonel  Waterbury  may  think  prudent  to  detain. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  colonel  Heard 
and  colonel  Waterbury,  to  execute  the  bufinefs  entrufted  to  them 
by  the  foregoing  refolutions,  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  fecrecy,  or- 
der, and  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  forthwith  tranfmitted, 
with  certified  copies  of  thefe  refolutions,  to  each  of  them,  the  faid 
colonel  Heard  and  colonel  Waterbury,  and  that  they,  on  their  re- 
turn, report  to  this  Congrefs,  a  true  ftate  of  their  expenditure  and 
proceedings. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  brought 
by  the  officer  who  had  the  charge  of  bringing  down  Connolly   and 
ilcciatcs,  was  laid,  before  Congrefs,   and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  t<;  curvy  into  execution  the  refclution  of  Con,  ri  fs 
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for  confining  faid  Connolly,  and  his  aflbciates,  in  the  gaol  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  they  take  their  examination. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  4,  177C. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  battalion  be  raifed  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  confift  of  the  fame 
number  of  men  and  officers,  and  to  have  the  fame  pay  and  allow- 
ance, as  the  others  raifed  in  faid  colony. 

Resolved,  That  one  company  of  each  of  the  five  battalions  laft 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  confift  of  expert  riflemen. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  fee  the  foregoing  refolutions  carried  into  exe- 
cution. 

Resolved,  That,  in  all  elections  of  officers  by  Congrefs,  where 
more  than  one  are  elected  on  the  fame  day,  to  commands  of  the 
fame  rank,  they  {hall  take  rank  of  each  other  according  to  their 
election,  and  the  entry  of  their  names  in  the  minutes,  and  their 
commiffions  fhall  be  numbered  to  lhevv  their  priority. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  other  field  officers 
of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  genilemen  were 
chofen : 

Lieutenant-colonels :  Lambert  Cadwallader,  William  Allen,  jun. 
Francis  Johnfon,   Jofeph  Penrofe,   Efqrs; 

Majors  :  Jofeph  Wood,  George  Nagle,  Henry  Bicker,  Nicholas 
Hauficker,  Lfqrs; 

The  committee  of  claims  report  that  there  is  due, 

To  James  Whitehead,  for  provifions  for  the  prifoners  taken  on 
board  the  Rebecca  and  Mary,  the  fum  of  64  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  New-Brunfwick,per  account  rendered,  the 
fum  of  214.9  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  William  Livingfton,  Efq;  and 
by  him  forwarded  to  the  faid  committee. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  of  Trenton,  for  provifions,  horfe  hire, 
Sec.  the  fum  of  68.2  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  infpection  and  obfervationof  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  187,046  flints,  by  them  purchafed, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  737  dollars.' 

To  fundry  perfons,  per  lift,  for  figning  the  continental  bills  of 
credit,  the  fum  of  1165.7  dollars,  and  that  an  order  be  given  to  the 
treafurers  for  the  payment  of  the  fame,  agreeable  to  the  faid  lift. 

To  the  committee  of  Frederick-Town,  Maryland,  for  expenfes 
incurred  by  Connolly,  Cameron  and  Smith,  during  their  confine- 
ment, the  fum  of  74  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  be  paid  to  the  de- 
legates of  Maryland. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffary  be  appointed  to  provide  the  three 
companies  ordered  to  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  with  rations  while 
on  their  march,  and  during  their  ftay  in  that  countrv. 
-Vol.  II.  C 
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That  the  appointment  of  faid  commiffary  be  deferred  till  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  ftate  of  New-York  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow,  and  that 
the  delegates  of  New- York  be  defired  to  requeft  the  attendance  of 
the  gentlemen  fent  to  Congrefs  by  the  convention  of  their  colony. 

Resolved,  That  major  Prefton  have  liberty  to  chufe  the  place  of 
his  refidence,  confiftent  with  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  and 
that  the  prefident  take  his  parole. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  to  officers  who  are  prifoners,  brought  in  their  report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Saturday 
next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

—•<©— 

Friday,  January  5,  1776. 
There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  firft  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions, 
by  the  promotion  of  captain  Allen,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  perfon  to  fupply  faid  vacancy,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Benjamin  Davis,  oldeft  lieutenant  in  faid  battalion,  was 
elefted. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  dollars,  be  {truck,  for 
the  purpofe  of  exchanging  ragged  and  torn  bills  of  the  continental 
currency  ;  that  the  bills,  making  this  fum,  be  of  the  fame  denomi- 
nations, printed  under  the  infpeclion  of  the  fame  perfons,  and 
figned  and  numbered  by  the  fame  figners,  as  the  laft  emiffion,  and 
that  they  be  lodged  in  the  treafury,  to  be  applied  to  the  fole  pur- 
pofe aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  all  committees,  and  others,  who  have  had  public 
money  put  into  their  hands,  lay  upon  the  table,  an  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  fame. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  letter  of  general  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  the  18th  of  December,  and  the  enclofed  papers, 
brought  in  a  report  upon  that  part,  which  relates  to  James  Lovell, 
who  has  long  been,  and  ftill  is,  detained  a  clofe  prifoner  in  Bofton, 
by  order  of  general  Howe,  which  being  taken  into  confideration, 
was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  % 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Lovell  hath, 
for  years  paft,  been  an  able  advocate  for  the  liberties  of  America 
and  mankind  ;  that  by  his  letter  to  general  Wamington,  which  is 
a  part  of  faid  enclofed  papers,  he  exhibits  fo  ftriking  an  inftance  of 
difinterefted  patriotifm,  as  ftongly  recommends  him  to  the  particu- 
lar notice  of  this  continent. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Lovell,  an  inhabitant  of 
Bofton,  now  held  a  clofe  prifoner  there,  by  order  of  general  Howe, 
has  difcovered  under  the  fevered,  trials,  the  warmeft  attachment  to 
public  liberty,  an  inflexible  fidelity  to  his  country  ;  that  by  his 
late  letter  to  general  Wafliington,  he  has  given  the  ftrongeft  evi- 
dence of  difinterefted  public  affection,  in  refilling  to  liften  to  terms 
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•ffered  for  his  relief,  till  he  could  be  informed  by  his  countrymen 
that  they  were  compatible  with  their  fafety  and  honour; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  a  Britifh  gene- 
ral can  be  found  degenerate  enough  fo  ignominioufly  and  cruelly 
to  treat  a  citizen,  who  is  fo  eminently  virtuous : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  general  Wafhington  to 
make  an  offer  of  governor  Skene  in  exchange  for  the  faid  Mr,  Lo- 
vell  and  his  family. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  embrace  the 
firft  opportunity  which  may  offer,  of  giving  fome  office-to  Mr.  Lo- 
tell  equal  to  his  abilities,  and  which  the  public  fervice  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  general  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington,  and 
defire  him  to  inform  Congrefs,  what  rank  the  aids-de-camp  of  the 
general  officers  fnould  have  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Adam 
Fifher,  for  expenfes  attending  his  conducting  Connolly  and  Cameron 
from  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  charges  back 
again  for  himfelf  and  the  men,  the  fum  of  156  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  having  conferred  with  the  gentlemen  fent  by  the 
convention  of  New-York,  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  that  colony,  and  the  fame  was 
agreed  to : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  no  farther  fortifications  be  erected 
at  Martler's-Rock,  on  Hudfon's  river,  and  that  a  point  of  land  at 
Puplopen's  kill,  on  the  faid  river,  be  without  delay,  effectually  for- 
tified. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or  in  their 
recefs,  to  the  committee  of  fafety,  of  New-York,  to  carry  into  ex- 
ecution the  above  refolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  and  Connecticut  be 
directed  to  take  the  neceffary  fteps  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
refolutions  of  Congrefs,  patted  on  Wednefday  laft,  refpecting  the  in- 
habitants of  Queen's  county. 

A  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  added  to  the  committee  on  gene- 
ral Schuyler's  letters. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  January  6,  1776. 
Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  a  quantity  of  powder 
was  arrived  at  Great-Egg-Harbour  ;  of  which  a  part  was  addreffed 
to  Congrefs  by  Mr.  Parfons,  a  part  configned  to  Mr.  Webfter,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  a  part  to  another  gentleman  in  faid  city  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  get  the  pow- 
der addreffed  to  Congrefs,  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  purchafe, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  other  parcels  of  powder. 

Resolved,  That  one  ton  of  the  powder  arrived,  be  delivered  to  the 
committee  for  fitting  out  armed  veffels,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  armed 
veffels. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Lancafler,  dated  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary, was  received,  and  read  : 

Alio,  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  Lifbon,  dated  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber laft  : 

Resolved,  That  thefe  letters,  as  well  as  the  laft  received  from 
Lancafter,  and  thofe  formerly  received  from  Liibon,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  cdrrefpondence. 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  memorial  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Newport,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it  ;  and, 
thereupon,  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Rcscived,  That  the  faid  memorial  be  referred  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Jfland. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  how  the 
fhare  of  prizes,  allotted  to  the  captors,  ought  to  be  divided  between 
the  officers  and  men,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  taken  in- 
to confideratiou,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  have  one-twentieth  part 
of  the  faid  allotted  prize-money,  taken  by  any  fhip  or  (hips,  armed 
veffel  or  veffels,  under  his  orders  and  command. 

That  the  captain  of  any  fingle  fhip  or  armed  veffel,  have  two- 
twentieth  parts  for  his  fhare,  but,  if  more  fhips  or  armed  veffels  be 
in  company  when  a  prize  is  taken,  then  the  two-twentieth  parts  to 
be  divided  amongft  all  the  faid  captains. 

That  the  captains  of  marines,  lieutenants  of  the  fhips  or  armed 
veffels,  and  mafters  thereof,  (hare  together,  and  have  three-twenti- 
eth parts  divided  amongft  them  equally,  of  all  prizes  taken  when 
they  are  in  company. 

That  the  lieutenants  of  marines,  fnrgeons,  chaplains,  purfers, 
boatfwain,  gunners,  carpenters,  the  mafters'  mates,  and  the  fecreta- 
ry  of  the  fleet,  fhare  together,  and  have  two  twentieth  parts  and  one 
half  of  a  twentieth  part,  divided  among  them,  equally  of  all  prizes 
taken  when  they  are  in  company. 

That  the  following  petty  warrant  and  petty  officers,  viz.  (allow- 
ing for  each  fhip,  fix  midfhipmen;  for  each  brig,  four  midfhipmen, 
and  each  floop,  two  midfhipmen,  one  captain's  clerk,  one  furgeon's 
mate,  one  fteward,  one  fail-maker,  one  cooper,  one  armorer,  two 
boatfwain's  mates,  two  gunner's  mates,  two  carpenter's  mates,  one 
cook,  one  cockfwain,  two  ferjeants  of  marines  for  each  fhip,  and 
one  ferjeant  for  each  brig  and  floop)  have  three-twentieth  parts  di- 
vided among  them  equally,  and  when  a  prize  is  taken  by  any  fhip  or 
veffel  on  board  or  in  company  of  which  the  commander  in  chief  is, 
then  the  commander  in  chief's  cook  or  cockfwain  to  be  added  to 
this  allotment,  and  have  their  fhares  with  thefe  laft  mentioned. 


JANUARY  1776.  15 

That  the  remaining  eight-twentieth  parts  and  one-half  of  the 
twentieth  part,  be  divided  among  the  reft  of  the  fliip  or  fhip's  com- 
panies, as  it  may  happen,  mare  and  fhare  alike. 

That  no  officer  or  man  have  any  fhare,  but  fuch  as  are  actually 
on  board  their  feveral  veffels,  when  any  prize  or  prizes  are  taken, 
excepting  only  fuch  as  may  have  been  ordered  on  board  any  other 
prizes  before  taken,  or  lent  away  by  his  or  their  commanding  of- 
ficers. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  8cc.  brought  in  a 
farther  report,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  30th  of  December, 
enclofing  copies  of  letters  from  general  Montgomery  and  general 
Woofter,  being  received,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Mondat,  January  8,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  26th  of  December,  en- 
clofing a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Montgomery,  dated  Decem- 
ber 5th,  and  a  lift  of  the  ordinance  fent  to  Cambridge,  alfo  a  letter 
from  Baltimore,  enclofing  an  affidavit  of  captain  Horn,  being  re- 
ceived, were  read: 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  fhipwrights  be  immediately  fent  from  New- York 
and  Philadelphia  to  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  forces  at  Ticonderoga,  to  be  employed  by  him,  in  conftructing  a 
number  of  batteaus,  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  for  tranfporting 
troops,  with  their  baggage,  from  that  place  into  Canada,  whenever 
it  may  be  found  neceffary.  v 

That  a  fufficient  number  of  fuitable  men  be  engaged  for  rowing 
faid  batteaus  ;  and  that  a  large  quantity  of  provifions  and  ftores  be 
fent  this  winter  to  fort  George. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  have  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
above  and  below  Quebec,  well  explored,  and  to  determine  upon  pro- 
per places,  for  oppofing,  by  armed  boats,  or  otherwife,  any  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  penetrate  that  country  by  the  river  ;  and  that  he 
give  order  for  conftructing  fpeediiy  as  many  fuch  boats  as  he  fhall 
judge  neceffary. 

That  two  fhipwrights  be  immediately  fent  from  Philadelphia,  to 
be  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  infpection  at 
Albany,  in  conftructing  fcows  for  facilitating  the  paffage  over  Hud- 
fon's  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  provifion  heretofore  made  for  an  hofpital  in 
the  northern  army,  when  it  was  more  numerous  than  it  is  now,  is 
fufficient. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  New- York,  be  defired  to  fend 
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three  thonfand  bufhels  of  fait,  befides  what  general  Schuyler  hath 
already  ordered  to  be  brought  to  Ticonderoga. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  general  affem- 
blies  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  and  New-Hamplhire,  and  the  conven- 
tion of  New-York,  be  written  to,  forthwith,  by  the  delegates  of  the 
faid  colonies  refpectively,  to  furnifh  general  Schuyler  with  the  ac- 
count of  money  paid  to  any  perfons  in  the  army  under  his  command, 
fpecifying  the  names  of  thofe  to  whom  the  money  was  paid  by  their 
order. 

Resolved,  That  the  contract  made  by  general  Schuyler,  to  alloAV 
one -twelfth  part  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for  billeting  money  to  every 
one  of  the  men,  who  re-inlifl  in  the  northern  army,  until  they  can 
march  to  the  place,  where  provifions  may  be  delivered  to  them,  be 
made  good. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  northern  army,  be  accountable 
for  fuch  public  ftores  iffued  to  them,  as  may  be  loft  through  careleff- 
nefs  by  their  refpective  corps,  and  that  the  value  thereof,  be  deduc- 
ted out  of  the  pay  of  thofe  who  have  embezzled  or  wafted  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  does  approve  of  the  raifing  a  bat- 
talion of  Canadians  and  of  the  appointment  of  James  Livingfton, 
Efq;  colonel  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  nine  battalions,  including  that  of  Canadians  un- 
der colonel  Livingfton,  be  kept  up  and  maintained  the  prefent  year 
for  the  defence  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  under  colonel 
Bull,  and  the  fecond  New-Jerfey  battalion,  under  colonel  Maxwell, 
be  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  Albany,  and  there  put  them- 
felves  under  the  command  of  general  Schuyler,  and  that  the  orders 
given  for  the  march  of  three  companies  of  colonel  Bull's  battalion 
to  Accamack  and  Northampton,  be  countermanded. 

x\nd,  to  make  up  the  reft  of  the  battalions  voted  for  the  defence 
of  Canada,  that  one  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  one  in 
Connecticut  and  one  in  New-York  ;  that  two  battalions  be  formed 
out  of  the  troops  now  in  Canada,  and  that  general  Montgomery  be 
defired  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  officers  in  faid  battalions  ; 
and  that  one  of  the  five  battalions,  lately  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
Pennfylvania,  be  deftined  for  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  furnifhing  the  battalions,  deftined  for  Canada,  with 
provifions,  and  for  expediting  their  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report,  be  defer- 
red till  to-morrow. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  about  fifty-feven  tons 
of  faltpetre  were  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  about  fifteen  tons  of 
powder  at  New- York,  for  fale  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  treat  for  the 
curchafe  of  the  faltpetre,  and  enquire  how  it  may  be  moft  fpeedily 
manufactured  into  powder,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 
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That  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Aliop,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  be 
directed  to  purchafe,  on  the  beft  terms  they  can,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  Colonies,  the  powder  arrived  at  New-York,  and  forward  the 
fame,  with  all  poilible  expedition,  under  a  guard,  to  the  camp  at 
Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  Mary- 
land, be  requcfted  to  order  three  companies  of  the  minute-men  in  the 
fervice  of  that  colony,  to  march  immediately  from  thence  to  the 
counties  of  Accamack  and  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  inftead  of  the 
forces  that  were  directed  to  go  thither  from  Pennfylvania,  and  to 
lay  before  Congrefs  the  accounts  of  their  fubfiftance  and  pay,  which 
fhall  be  paid  out  of  the  continental  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  de- 
fired  to  fend  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  powder  to  the  colony 
of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  to  be  employed  in  the  counties 
of  Accamack  and  Northampton. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesdat,  January  9,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M.  Tilghman,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed, 
alfo  fome  difpatches  from  governor  Franklin,  and  a  letter  from  C. 
Skinner,  which  were  intercepted,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Tilghman,  informing 
him,  that  the  Hornet  and  Wafp  are  under  orders  to  fail  to  the  capes 
of  Delaware,  and  that  fuch  veffels,  as  are  ready  to  fail,  may  take  the 
benefit  of  that  convoy. 

That  the  committee  for  fitting  out  armed  veffels,  be  directed  to 
give  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp,  to  take  under 
their  convoy,  fuch  veffels  as  are  ready  to  fail. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Michael  Conolly,  for  expenfes  in  conducting  captain  John  Li- 
vingfton and  lieutenant  Anftruther  from  Kingfton  to  Lancafter,  the 
fum  of  250  dollars. 

To  Richard  Butler,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  five  Indians,  the 
fum  of  49.3  dollars. 

To  Jofeph  Cowperthwaite,  the  fum  of  419.6  dollars,  for  expenfes 
in  conducting  cafh  to  Cambridge. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  are  prifoners,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  at  prefent  fubfifted,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr. 
Floyd. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  of  Mr. 
Cortland  Skinner,  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  New- Jer- 
sey :  j 

That  orders  be  fent  to  lord  Sterling,  to  take  with  him  a  fuincient 
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force,  and  immediately  apprehend  and  keep  infafe  cnftody  the  faid 
Cortland  Skinner,  of  Amboy,  till  further  orders  from  this  Congrefs. 

That  he  carry  faid  Cortland  Skinner  before  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  for  examination. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  defired  to  tranfmit  his  examination 
to  Congrefs. 

Resolved^  That  the  militia  raifed  in  the  counties  of  Orange  and 
Ulfter,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  fort  lately  erected  on  Hudfon's  river,  be  dif- 
charged,  except  thofe  ftationed  in  the  fort,  who  mall  alfo  be  dif- 
charged  whenever  other  troops  arrive  there  to  fupply  their  places; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  faid  co- 
lony, to  fee  that  this  refolve  be  carried  into  execution. 

Resolved^  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymafter-general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  be  directed  to  count  and  for- 
ward the  fame,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  under  a  guard  of  an  officer 
and  two  men. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  See.  thereupon  came  to 
the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  colonel  V.  Schaick,  lieutenant-colonel  Yates, 
and  major  Ganfevoort,  be  continued  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  that  they  take  the  command  of  the  battalion  to  be 
levied  in  the  colony  of  New-York. 

That  captain  Lamb  be  appointed  commander  of  the  artillery  in 
the  northern  department,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  50  dollars  per  month,  from  the  firft  day  of  the  prefent 
month,  as  a  reward  for  his  activity  and  fpirited  conduct  in  the  laft 
campaign. 

That  no  poflage  be  paid  for  any  letters  to  or  from  private  foldiers, 
while  engaged  in  actual  fervice  in  the  defence  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ;  and  that  fuch  letters  be  franked  by  fome  perfon  authorized 
for  that  purpofe,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler  by  the  prcfident,  in- 
forming him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  he  mould  proceed 
to  have  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Halfey  enquired  into,  by  a  court- 
martial,  giving  him  previous  notice  to  appear  in  his  own  defence, 
and  that  fuchfentence  fhould  be  paffed  on  him,  as  fuch  court-mar- 
tial fliall  think  juft,  and  if  the  faid  lieutenant  Halfey  mall  decline 
to  fubmit  his  conduct  to  fuch  examination  and  fentence,  that  then 
all  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him  be  flopped  ;  to  enable  him  to  give  dis- 
charges to  fuch  officers  as  have  quitted  the  fervice;  to  aflure  him, 
that  we  have  great  confidence  in  his  attention  to  the  public  intereft, 
and  rely,  that  he  will  give  to  the  proper  officers  in  his  department, 
fuch  orders,  as  will  procure  indemnification  to  the  public,  for  any 
embezzlement  or  wafte  of  its  ftores,  or  monies;  to  empower  him  to 
remit  to  fuch  of  the  troops,  raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  as 
may  re-enlift,  any  right  we  may  have  to  flop  wages  for  under-cloaths 
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delivered  to  them  ;  to  defire  he  will  communicate  to  Mr.  Price  the 
ftnfe  this  Congrefs  have  of  his  friendly  offices  to  general  Mont- 
gomery, in  favour  of  the  American  caufe  ;  to  return  him  our 
thanks  for  the  fame,  and  allure  him,  immediate  meafures  fhall  be 
taken  for  replacing  the  monies  he  has  advanced;  to  notify  to  colo- 
nel Eafton  our  approbation  of  his  late  fervices,  and  that  we  fhall 
retain  in  our  minds  a  juft  fenfe  of  them. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  appoint  Mr.  John  MkPher- 
fon,  a  major  in  one  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  out  of  the 
troops  in  Canada. 

That  a  conductor  of  artillery,  a  fuperintendant  of  the  arms,  a 
barrack-mafter,  and  ftore-keeper,  be  appointed  to  the  northern  army, 
and  that  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  recommend  proper  perfons 
to  Congrefs  for  thofe  offices. 

That  the  deputy  paymafter-general  have  liberty  to  appoint  un- 
der him,  two  affiftant  paymafters,  who  fhall  each  receive  264  dollars 
per  month,  for  their  trouble  and  fervices. 

That  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  northern  department  be 
paid  in  perfon  by  the  deputy  paymafter-general,  or  the  affiflants  to 
be  appointed  by  him  in  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refolve. 

That  a  communication  be  forthwith  opened  between  Skenefbo- 
rough  and  Fort  Ann,  and  that  Woodcreek  be  cleared  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  cf  the  pro- 
vince of  New- York,  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  enquire  into  the 
propriety  and  practicability  of  obftructing  or  leffening  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  Narrows,  or  in  any  other  place  at  the  entrance  of 
New-York,  or  of  any  way  of  fortifying  that  pafs,  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  enemy  ;  and  alfo  to  enquire  whether  the  depth 
of  water  in  Hudfon's  river,  below  the  battery,  may  not  eafily  be 
leffened,  fo  as  to  prevent  large  fhips  palling  up,  and  to  make  an  es- 
timate of  the  expenfe,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  the  premifes 
immediately  to  Congrefs. 

That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  choice  of  two  brigadier-gene- 
r.als,  viz.  one  for  the  army  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  the  other  for 
the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  January  10,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Rachel  Stelle,  with  an  account  for  the  fubfiflence 
of  officers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs: 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
conduct  of  officers,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  nor- 
thern department,  be  directed  to  pay  the  rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  500 
dollars,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  paffed  the  12th  day 
of  July  laft. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  facilita- 
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ting  the  march  of  the  battalions  deftined  for  Canada,  brought  in  theif 
report,  which  was  lead,  and  the  Congrefs  therewith  concurring, 

Resolved,  That  three  firft  lieutenants,  eight  fecond  lieutenants* 
oheenfign,  and  a  quarter-mailer,  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  vacan- 
cies in  colonel  Bull's  battalion. 

That  for  the  laid  battalion  there  be  provided  688  caps,  688  pair 
of  mittens,  688  pair  of  {lockings,  688  pair  of  leggings,  688  pair  of 
fhoes,  688  haverfacks,  688  flings  for  firelocks,  1200  fhirts,  688 
waiftcoats,  5oo  pair  of  breeches,  300  blankets,  64  pitching  axes, 
and  9  baggage  waggons. 

That  for  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion  there  be  provided  688  ha- 
verfacks, 688  cartouch  boxes,  and  crofs  belts,  688  tomahawks,  64 
pitching  axes,  and  9  baggage  waggons. 

That  both  battalions  be  paid  up  to  the  firft  day  of  February  next. 

That  the  battalions  march  by  companies,  and  that  the  companies 
follow  each  other  at  the  diftance  of  one  day's  march  ;  that  the  quar- 
ter-mafters  and  commiffaries  precede  their  refpeclive  battalions  a 
few  days,  in  order  to  provide  lodgings  and  proviftons  on  the  road* 

That  the  colonels   be  allowed  fix  rations. 

Lieutenant-colonels,  five  ditto. 

Majors,  4  ditto. 

Captains,  3  ditto. 

Subaltern  and  ftaff  officers,  two  ditto,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Fennfyl- 
vania,  to  fupply  colonel  Bull's  battalion  with  the  foregoing  articles, 
or  fuch  of  them  as  they  have  not  already  provided  them  with,  agree- 
able to  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  all  the  articles 
furnilhed  the  men,  more  than  thole  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty,  be 
dedu&ed  out  of  their  pay. 

That  Thomas  Lowry  be  directed  to  provide  the  articles  for  colo- 
nel Maxwell's  battalion,  and  that  all  the  articles  furnifhed  the  men, 
more  than  thofe  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty,  be  deducted  out  of  their 
pay. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  ot 
Thomas  Lowry,  for  the  fum  of  35,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  brigadier-generals,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined,  Jofeph  Fry,  Efq;  was  elected  for  the  army  in  the  MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay,  Benedict  Arnold,  Efq;  for  the  army  in -the  northen 
department. 

The  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  having  recommended 
a  number  of  perfons  for  field  officers  to  the  fixth  battalion  ordered 
to  be  raifed  in  faid  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Irwine,  Efq;  was  elected  colonel, 

Thomas  Hartley,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel, 

James  Dunlap,  Efq;  major. 
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Resolved,  That  another  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  on 
the  fame  terms  as  the  other  two  raifed  in  the  faid  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  troops  ferving  in  and  deftined  for 
Canada,  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  army  at  Cambridge  ;  and  that 
this  pay  commence  to  the  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey  battalions, 
from  the  time  they  fet  out  on  their  march  to  Canada. 

The  Congrefs  confidering  the  great  diftance  from  colonel  Heard 
to  colonel  Waterbury,  the  difficulty  of  co-operating  with  each  other 
in  their  expedition  into  Queen's  county,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lord  Stirling  be  defired  to  furnifh  colonel  Heard 
with  three  companies  under  his  command,  who  are  to  join  colonel 
Heard  with  the  minute-men  by  him  railed,  and  proceed,  as  foon  as 
,  may  be,  on  the  expedition  into  Queen's  county,  for  which  colonel 
Heard  and  colonel  Waterbury  were  appointed,  and  that  colonel 
Heard  be  defired  to  fend  immediately  an  exprefs  to  colonel  Water- 
bury, with  a  copy  of  this  refolution,  and  inform  him  that  his  fervice 
will  not  be  required  on  this  occafion. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  ftate  of  thefe  colonies,  and  report  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  what  number  of  forces,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  necefiary  for 
the  defence  of  the  fame. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr. 
E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  North-Corolina  be  fupplied  -with 
one  ton  of  powder  by  the  fecret  committee. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  committee  of  the  upper  diftrict  of  Frederick  county,  Ma- 
ryland, the  fum  of  800.1  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  Hefter  ;  of 
which  571  dollars  to  be  charged  to  captain  Creffop's  company,  771 
dollars  to  captain  Price's  company,  and  the  remainder  to  the  con- 
tinent. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions,  Sec.  furnifhed  to  prifoners, 
the  fum  of  178.2  dollars. 

To  William  Sheed,  for  attendance  as  meffenger  to  the  4th  of  De» 
Cember,  1775,  the  fum  of "52  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  January   11,    1776, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  New-York,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  releafe  of 
lieutenant -—— Tiley,  of  brigadier  Woofter's  regiment,  now  con- 
fined on  board  the  Afia  man  of  war,  by  exchanging  for  him  an  of- 
ficer of  the  fame  rank  of  the  Britifh  troops  in  our  cuftody. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
inftrudlions  to  the  officers  in  the   recruiting  fervice. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Harrifon. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolution  : 
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Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs,  that  feveral  evil  difpofed 
perfons,  in  order  to  obftrudt  and  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Colonies,  in  defence  of  their  juft  rights,  have  attempted  to  depre- 
ciate the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  this  Congrefs, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  if  any  perfon  mall  hereafter  be  fo  loft 
to  all  virtue  and  regard  for  his  country,  as  to  refufe  to  receive  faid 
bills  in  payment,  or  obftrudt  and  difcourage  the  currency  or  cir- 
culation thereof,  and  (hall  be  duly  convifted  by  the  committee  of 
the  city,  county,  or  diftri£t,  or  in  cafe  of  appeal  from  their  deci- 
fion,  by  the  affembly,  convention,  council  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
the  colony  where  he  fhall  refide,  fuch  perfon  mall  be  deemed,  pub- 
lifhed,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  precluded  from 
all  trade  or   intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies. 

Ordered,   That  the  foregoing  refolve  be  immediately  publifhed. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  6000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

A  reprefentation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lions, fetting  forth  the  inconveniencies  that  will  arife  from  the 
battalions  confiding  of  feven  battalion-companies,  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  January    12,    1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Plenry  Dewfon,  for  provifions  to  captain  Rofs's  company, 
the  fum  of  27.5  dollars. 

From  Turbett  Francis,  Efq;  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  Indian 
affairs  in  the  northern  department,  a  balance  in  his  hands  amount- 
ing to  194  dollars. 

To  Volkert  P.  Douw,  another  of  the  commiffioners  of  faid  de- 
partment, expenfes  attending  the  treaty  at  Albany,  a  balance 
amounting  to  217 1.9  dollars,  and  that  there  will  remain  in  his 
hands,  two  matraffes,  about  fifteen  gallons  of  wine,  fome  fpirits, 
and  fome  boards,  belonging  to  the  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  funis  due  to  Henry  Dewfon,  and  Volkert  P. 
Douw,  Efq;  be  paid  ;  the  latter  through  the  hands  of  James  Du- 
3ne,  Efq. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  who  are  prisoners,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  at 
prefent  fubiifted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  officers  at  Trenton,  though 
in  other  refpedls  unexceptionable,  is,  as  to  their  manner  of  living, 
exceedingly  extravagant,  they  being  boarded  at  taverns,  and  the 
inn-keepers  fupplying  them  in  a  luxurious  manner,  on  the  credit 
of  the  continent : 
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That  the  Congrefs  will,  for  th.-  future,  allow  two  dollars  per 
•week  for  the  board  and  lodgings  of  officers,  who  are  prifoners,  (for 
which  fum  they  may  have  decent  lodgings)  to  be  repaid  by  the 
officers  before  they  are  releafed  from  their  captivity. 

That  the  accounts  of  the  feveral  inn-keepers  againft  the  officers 
be  paid  by  the  continent,  which  are  alio  to  be  repaid  by  the  laid 
officers  before  their  difcharge. 

That  no  tavern-keeper  fupply  the  faid  officers  for  the  future,  on 
the  credit  of  the  continent. 

That  the  officers  now  at  Trenton,  be  directed  to  remove  to  fome 
other  place  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the  public  port-road. 

That  the  officers  at  Trenton  have  iibercy  to  chufe  the  places  of 
their  refidence,  the  choice  being  made  conliitent  with  former  reib- 
lutions  of  Congrefs. 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  refolution  granting  officers  liberty  to  fell  bills  for  their  fub- 
fiftence,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  committees,  where  officers 
who  are  prifoners  refide  ;  and  that  the  faid  committees  be  directed 
to  apply  to  the  laid  officers  for  their  bills  to  difcharge  the  debts 
already  incurred,  and  alfo  to  inform  them,  it  is  expected  they  will 
from  time  to  time  draw  for  their  future  fubiiflence. 

Ordered,  That  Rachel  Stille's  account  for  fubfiftence  of  officers 
to  the  4th  of  January,  1776,  amounting  to  423.6  dollars,  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter 
to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved.,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

A  memorial  from  the  field-officers  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, was  prefented  to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAT,  January  13,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  January  the  4th,  1 776 ; 
alfo  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  dated  Ja- 
nuary the  3d,  being  received,  were  read  : 

Hesofoed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York, 
and  to  confer  with  Mr.  Romans,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr. 
Wythe,  and  Mr.  W.  Livinguon. 

The  fecret  committee  having  made  reported  refpefting  the  pur- 
«hafe  of  the  faltpetre  lately  imported} 
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Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  purchafe  the 
faltpetre  on  the  beft  terms  they  can,  and  have  it  manufactured  into 
gun-powder  as  loon  as  poihble. 

Resolved,  That  the  i'ecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  co- 
lonel Heard  with  200  pounds  of  gun-powder,  to  enable  him  to  car- 
ry into  execution  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  John  Morgan  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  firft 
lieutenant,  in  one  of  the  companies  of  colonel  Bull's  battalion. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  January  15,  1776. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Peter  Timothy,  fecretary  to  the 
provincial  convention  and  committee  of  fafety  of  South-Carolina, 
dated  January  5th,  to  C.  Gadfon,  Efq;  was  read,  informing  that 
the  faid  convention  have  refolved  to  continue  the  delegates,  and 
have  conftituted  any  two  of  them  to  be  a  quorum  to  reprefent  faid 
colony. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  3  1ft  of  December, 
1775,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  among  which,  a  draught  of  cap- 
tain Matthews  on  the  treafury  of  Virginia,  for  £.  100  lawful  money 
advanced  him  by  the  general  ;  alfo  two  letters  from  lord  Stirling, 
dated  January  8th  and  1 1th,  and  a  letter  from  governor  Trumbull, 
"with  three  papers  enclofed,  being  received,  were  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

That  the  letters  from  lord  Stirling  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  the  enclofed  pa- 
pers, be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Romans. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  dated 
January  11th,  1776,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
the  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  make  an  es- 
timate of  the  number  of  cannon,  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  devife  ways  and  means  for 
procuring  them,  and  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  faid  committee  to 
enquire  what  fize,  cannon  can  be  cafl  in  thefe  colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr,  Hopkins,  Mr.  Rogers, 
Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Paine. 

Resolved,  That  no  bought  indented  fervants  be  employed  on 
board  the  fleet,  or  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  without  the 
confent  of  their  mailers. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  expreffes,  the  furs  of  356.1    dollars. 
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To  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  for  his  expenfes  to  Philadelphia, 
and  returning  to  New-York  with  money,  the  fum  of"  99.7  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  fevcral  prifoners,  109.6  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  enquire  into  the  characters  of  the  recruits  or  pri- 
vates taken  on  board  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  and  to 
difmifs  fuch  of  them  as  they  judge  may,  with  fafety  to  the  colonies, 
be  difcharged. 

The  Gongrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefidc-nt  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  their  far- 
ther confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  that  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  they  delired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Friday  next,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Matthew's  draft  on  the  treafury  of  Vir- 
ginia, be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  that  colony  ;  and  that  they 
be  delired  to  receive  the  money,  and  pay  the  fame  to  the  continen- 
tal treafurers. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  January    16,    1776. 
The  colony  of  Connecticut  having  appointed  new  delegates,  the 
fame   attending,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  At  a  general  Assembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  English 
colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America,  holden  at 
New-Haven,  in  said  colony,  on  the  second  Thursday  of October, 
Anno  Domini  1775. 
"  Resolved,  By  this  affembly,  that  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  Samuel  Huntington,  Titus  Hofmer,  and  William  Wil- 
liams, Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  delegates  to  repre- 
fent  this  colony  at  the  general  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
America,  for  the  year  enfuing,  and  until  new  be  chofen  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  the  faid  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  Samuel  Hun- 
tington, Efqrs;  do  attend  faid  Congrefs,  and  on  the  failure  of  either 
of  the  faid  gentlemen,  by  ficknefs,  or  otherwife,  then  the  faid  Titus 
Hofmer,  or  William  Williams,  Efqrs;  are  to  fupply  the  place  or  pla- 
ces of  any  or  either  of  the  faid  three  gentlemen  firft  named,  in  fuch 
manner,  that  three  of  faid  delegates,  and  three  only,  do  attend  faid 
Congrefs  at  any  one  time  ;  and  the  faid  three  delegates,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  who  fhall  be  prefent  in  faid  Congrefs,  are  hereby  ful- 
ly authorized  and  empowered  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  faid  Con- 
grefs, to  confult,  advife,  and  refolve  upon  meafures  neceffary  to  be 
taken  and  purfued  for  the  defence,  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the 
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rights  and  liberties  of  the  faid  United  Colonies,  and  for  their  com- 
mon fafety  ;  and  of  fuch  their  proceedings  and  refolves  they  do 
tranfmit  authentic  copies,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  general  affem- 
bly  of  this  colony.  That  the  faid  delegates  now  appointed  do  repair 
to,  and  take  their  feats  in  faid  Congrefs,  by  the  firft  day  of  January 
next,  in  cafe  faid  Congrefs  fhall  be  then  fitting,  or  as  foon  after  as 
faid  Congrefs  mail  be  convened  ;  and  that  the  faid  gentlemen  who 
are  now  attending  faid  Congrefs  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  do  conti- 
nue in  their  faid  office  until  the  gentlemen  now  chofen,  and  direct- 
ed to  attend  in  ma»ner  aforefaid,  {hall  arrive  at  faid  Congrefs. 
"  A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

Ceorge   Wyllys,  Secretary." 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  January  8th,  was  read,  recom- 
mending a  flrangerto  the  notice  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
qualifications  of  perfons  applying  for  offices. 

Resolved,  That  a  member,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  be  added 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  inftrudtions  to  the  officers 
employed  in  the  recruiting  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  petitions  of  gentlemen,  praying  to 
be  appointed  officers  in  the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Juge  and  the  owner  of 
a  vefiel  lately  arrived  in  Delaware,  for  leave  to  export  provifions  to 
the  amount  of  the  cargoes  by  them  imported  : 

Resolved,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  fecret  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  brought  in  a  report, 
•which  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  another  battalion  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  North- 
Carolina,  in  order  to  defeat  any  attempt  which  may  be  made  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  meafures  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  referred 
till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  having  defrred  leave  to  fit  again,,  the  fame  was 
granted. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion, in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports 
after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  delegates  of  South-Carolina  having  informed  the  Congrefs, 
that  their  colony,  being  in  want  of  feamen,  had  given  orders  to  offer 
high  wages  to  fuch  as  would  engage  in  their  fervice,  dcfired  the  ad- 
vice and  opinion  of  Congrefs  on  this  matter  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  coryimittee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafc 
a  finall  veffel  for  a  tender. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  procure  powder  from  Providence, 
brought  in  a  report,  with  an  account  of  a  cargo  provided  for  that 
purpofe  by  Willing  and  Morris,  amounting  to  3233.2  dollars  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  authorized  to  give  fuch 
orders  to  the  captain  of  the  veffel,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Willing 
and  Morris,  for  the  faid  fum  of  3233.2  dollars. 

The  committee  on  general  Wafhington's  letters,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs,  there- 
upon, came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  paymafter-general  of  the  army  at  Cambridge, 
be  empowered  to  draw  bills  upon  the  president  of  the  Congrefs,  or, 
in  their  recefs,  upon  the  committee  of  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  ap- 
pointed, for  any  fums  of  money  which  may  be  depofited  in  his  hands, 
not  exceeding,  in  any  one  month,  the  monthly  expenfe  of  the  army, 
and  that  fuch  bills,  counterfigned  by  the  general  or  commander  in 
chief  of  the  faid  army,  be  accepted  and  paid. 

That  the  free  Negroes  who  have  ferved  faithfully  in  the  army  at 
Cambridge,  may  be  re-enlifted  therein,  but  no  other. 

That,  if  general  Wafhington  think  proper,  colonel  R.  Gridley  be 
continued  chief  engineer  in  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

That  the  pay  of  the  affiftant  engineers  in  the  army  at  Cambridge, 
be  26  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month. 

The  committee  having  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 
granted. 

Resolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
qualifications,  &c.  in  the  room  of  thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Dyer  ;  Mr.  Duane,  for  New- York,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jay  ; 
Mr.  M'Kean,  for  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Rodney  ;  and  Mr.  Rogers,  for  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  con- 
fideration the  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  a  lift  of  the  committees  who  have  not  reported, 
be  prepared  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  January  17,  1776. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Ibbetfon  Hamar,  a  prifoner  at  Trenton,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  praying  for  leave  to  refide  at  Mr. 
Stainforth's,  near  Prince-Town. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  granted. 

A  memorial  from  the  captains  and  fubalterns  of  the  firft  Pejin- 
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fylvania  battalion,  was  prefentecl  to  Congrefs  and  read,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  their  colonel : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  quali- 
fications, and  that  they  be  directed  to  hear  the  parties,  and  report 
to  Congrefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  flfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  pro- 
priety of  opening  the  ports  after  the  firft  of  March  next ;  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.Ward  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  to  them 
referred,  and  had  come  to  a  refolution,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read,        >. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  confider  un- 
der what  regulations  and  reftrictions  the  trade  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies ought  to  be  carried  on,  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr*  Morris,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Romans. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftructions  for  the  officers 
in  the  recruiting  fervice,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken 
into  confideration,  the  Congrefs,  thereupon,  eame  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  ordered  to 
be  raifed,  do  immediately  order  their  officers,  on  recruiting  fervice, 
to  fuch  parts  where  they  are  beft  known,  and  have  the  greateft  pro- 
bability of  fucrefs. 

That  the  recruiting  officers  ought  to  be  careful  to  enlift  none 
but  healthy,  found  and  able-bodied  men,  and  not  under  fixteen 
years  of  age. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  aforefaid,  appoint 
fome  place  or  places  of  rendezvous,  to  which  the  recruits  may  be 
fent,  and  where  the  battalions  may  be  quartered. 

That  the  greateft  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  behaviour  of 
the  troops  in  quarters,  that  they  may  give  no  reafonable  caufe  of 
complaint. 

That  the  quarters  of  the  troops  be  duly  difcharged  once  every 
week. 

That  an  allowance  of  one  dollar  and  a  third  of  a  dollar  per  man, 
be  made  to  the  recruiting  officers  in  lieu  of  their  expenfes  in  re- 
cruiting, exclufive  of  the  fubfi (lance-money  allowed  them.  And 
that,  in  cafe  any  man  be  enlifted  contrary  to  the  foregoing  regula- 
tions, the  pay  they  may  have  received,  and  the  fubfiftance-money 
that  may  be  paid  for  them,  fhall  be  Hopped  from  the  pay  of  fuch 
recruiting  officers. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  Penn- 
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fylvania,  be  fupplied  with  money  for  the  recruiting  fervice,  by  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  faid  colony,  and  difburfe  the  fame  to  the 
feveral  recruiting  officers;  the  colonels  and  other  officers  to  be  ac- 
countable for  what  they  fliall  receive,  and  all  arrears  they  may  fall 
into,  to  be  flopped  from  their  pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar 
per  man,  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
for  each  man  by  them  enlifted,  who  fliall  have  paffed  mufter. 

Resolved^  That  the  treafurers  be  empowered  to  advance  to  Mr, 
Regonville,  a  fum  not  exceeding  400  dollars,  taking  his  draught  or 
bill  on  his  agent  in  Canada,  for  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  dated  January  the  13th,  enclofing 
copies  of  letters  from  general  Woofter,  colonel  Arnold,  and  others, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  containing  an  account  of  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  made  to  gain  pofTeffion  of  Quebec  by  {form, 
on  the  3  1ft  of  December,  and  of  the  death  of  general  Montgomery, 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  matter  of  South-Carolina,  refpedYing 
the  engaging  of  feamen,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Thursday,  January  18,  1776. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Church  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  governor  Trumbull  be  defired  to  give  order  for 
the  removal  of  Dr.  Church,  to  fome  more  comfortable  place  of 
confinement,  than  that  where  he  now  is,  if  fuch  can  be  found  in 
that  colony  ;  and  that,  for  the  advancement  of  his  health,  the  faid 
Dr.  Church  be  permitted  to  ride  out,  at  proper  feafons,  under  a 
trulty  guard,  who  will  be  careful  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  any 
correfpondence,  or  doing  any  aft,  prejudicial  to  the  fafety  and  wel- 
fare of  the  United  Colonies, 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Frederic-town,  Maryland,  en- 
clofing fundry  intercepted  letters,  found  upon  Dr.  John  Smith,  one 
of  Connolly's  affociates,  being  brought  by  the  guard,  who  had  the 
charge  of  bringing  down  faid  Smith,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety, 
for  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  take  the  examination  of  faid  Dr. 
Smith,  and  then  commit  him  to  fafe  and  clofe  confinement. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  13th  of  Ja- 
nuary, with  the  enclofures,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr,  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January   19,    1776. 
Resolved,  That   five  members  be  eledted  for  the  committee  of 
claims,  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent. 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Connecticut,  in  thft 
room  of  Mr.  Deane  ;  Mr.  Floyd,  for  New- York,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Lewis  ;  Mr.  M;Kean,  for  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  i,n  the 
room  of  Mr.  Rodney  ;  Mr.  Rogers,  for  Maryland,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Johnfton  ;  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  for  South-Carolina,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Gadfden. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Lancafter  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  an  anfwer,  which  was  read,  and  approved : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  matter  of  South-Carolina,  refpefting  feamen  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  captain  Cochran,  who  is 
arrived  here  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  feamen,  to  purfue  the 
following  plan  in  the  enlifting  fervice,  in  which  he  is  employed  by 
the  colony  of  South-Carolina. 

That  he  offer  to  each  able-bodied  feaman,  the  wages  of  eight 
dollars  per  month,  and  that  he  pay  to  them,  nine  dollars  bounty, 
and,  upon  their  arrival  in  South-Carolina,  the  further  bounty  of 
five  dollars. 

That  captain  Cochran  repair  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  take  the  advice  and  direction  of  general  Washington 
on  this  affair,  and  proceed  to  enlifl;  his  feamen  in  fuch  parts  of  the 
country,  as  will  be  the  leaft  prejudicial  to  the   continental  fervice. 

That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington,  acquainting 
him  with  the  fituation  of  South-Carolina,  the  necefhty  that  colony 
is  in  for  feamen,  and  defiring,  that  he  will  pleafe  to  forward  this 
fervice. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  committee  of  Berks  county,  for  provifions,  ammuni- 
tion, Sec.  furnifhed  the  rifle  companies,  £.\  1  :  14  :  10,  and  for  ne- 
ceffaries  furnifhed  the  prifoners  from  St.  John's,  the  fum  of 
£,  8  :  13  :  11,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  £.  20  :  8  :  9,  equal  to 
54.5  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  fum  of  10,000  dollars, 
which  was  appropriated  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  depart- 
ment. 

The  council  of  fafety  for  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
having  recommended  fundry  gentlemen  for  field-officers,  of  the 
battalion  ordered  to  be  railed  in  that  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded; 
to  an  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  : 

John  Haflet,  Efq;  was  elected  colonel,  and 

Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel, 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  : 

Resolved,  That  four  battalions  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  for  the  defence  of  that  colony,  upon  the  fame  pay  with  thofe 
dire&ed  to  be  raifed  in,  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  that  they 
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be  ftationed  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  New- York  depart- 
ment fliall  think  befl,  to  garrifon  the  feveral  forts  in  that  colony 
from  Crown-point  to  the  fouthward,  and  to  prevent  depredations 
upon  Long-llland,  and  to  promote  the  fafety  of  the  whole. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolntion  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  New-York  ;  and  that  they  be  re- 
quefted, with  all  poflible  expedition,  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  the 
names  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  at  lead  two  for  each  command, 
out  of  whom  the  Congrefs  may  elect  field-officers  for  faid  battalions.- 

The  committee  on  qualifications  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  Roger  Stayner,  and  George  Jenkins,  be  appointed  firft 
lieutenants  in  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion. 

That  the  two  eldeft  enfigns  be  promoted  to  be  fecond  lieute- 
nants in  the  room  of  the  above. 

That  Robert  Allifon  be  appointed  an  enfign  in  faid  battalion. 

That  Jacob  Shajlus  be  appointed  quarter-mafter  of  faid  battalion. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  officers, 
and  colonel  Bull's  defence,  brought  in  their  roport,  which,  after  de- 
bate, was  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee,  to  whom  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  1 3th  of 
January,  with  the  papers  and  letters  enclofed,  was  referred,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  American  army  in  Canada  be  reinforced  with 
all  poflible  difpatch,  as  well  for  the  fecurity  and  relief  of  our  friends 
there,  as  for  better  fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  not  only  of  that 
colony,  but  the  other  United  Colonies. 

That  an  exprefs  be  lent  to  the  committee  of  fafety,  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  and  an  application  made  to  that  of  Pennfylvania,  immediately 
to  quicken  the  officers  employed  in  levying  the  forces  directed  to  be 
raifed  in  thofe  colonies,  and  marched  to  Canada,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  forward  the  fervice.  And  that  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  requefted  forthwith 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  aid  Mr.  J.  Meafe  in  procuring 
of  the  houfehoujders  therein,  fuch  blankets  as  may  be  fpared  from 
their  refpedtive  families,  for  the.  ufe  of  the  battalion  deftined  for 
this  important  expedition,  at  fo  fevere  a  feafon ;  for  which  the 
owners  fliall  be  allowed  the  value  of  fuch  blankets,  according  to  the 
eftimation  of  the  faid  committee  of  infpection.  And  that  colonel 
Bull  and  colonel  Maxwell,  do,  without  delay,  march  fuch  of  the  com- 
panies of  their  battalions  as  are  now  ready,  to  general  Schuyler. 

That  general  Walhington  be  requefted  to  detach  from  the  camp 
at  Cambridge,  one  battalion,  if  the  fervice  there  will  permit  him  to 
to  fpare  one,  with  orders  to  march  with  the  greateft  expedition 
poflible  to  Canada, 

That  for  the  more  fpeedy  railing  the  battalions,  ordered  on  the 
gth  of  January,  to  be  raifed  in  fhe  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  and  Pennfylvania,  for  the  defence  of  Ca- 
nada, it  be  recommended  to  the  general  aflemblies,  conventions,  or 
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councils,  or  committees  of  fafety,  of  thofe  colonies  refpeclively,  to 
exert  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  raifing  the  faid  battalions,  upon  the 
fame  pay  and  fubfiftence  as  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and  to  furnifh 
them  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  other  necefiaries,  for  expedi- 
ting their  march  to  Canada.  And,  for  farther  encouraging  the  men 
more  cheerfully  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  their  country,  to  give  a 
bounty  of  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds,  to  every  able-bodied  effected 
man,  properly  clothed  for  the  fervice,  and  having  a  good  firelock, 
with  a  bayonet,  and  other  accoutrements  ;  and  four  dollars  to  every 
foldier  not  having  the  like  arms  and  accoutrements  ;  the  arms  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  colony,  and  the  coft  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  foldiers 
pay  ;  and  alfo  to  provide  a  blanket  and  haverfack  for  every  enlifted 
foldier,  and,  moreover,  to  advance  one  month's  pay  to  every  officer 
and  foldier  before  their  march,  that  they  may  be  able  to  purchafe 
neceffary  clothing. 

That  the  firft  two  companies  which  fhall  be  complete  of  every 
battalion,  do  march  to  that  country  fo  foon  as  they  fhall  be  ready, 
and  be  followed  in  the  fame  numbers,  with  like  expedition,  by  the 
reft  of  the  corps.  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  af- 
femblies,  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  of  the 
colonies  in  which  battalions  are  directed  to  be  raifed,  that  they  ref- 
peeliively  attend  to  this  bufinefs. 

The  committee  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaVurdat,  January  20,    1776. 

Resohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  15,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  five  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  faid  co- 
lony;    the  faid  committee  to  be   accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  Henry  Shylock,  for  his  expenfes  in  bringing  Dr.  John 
Smith  from  Hagar's-town,  and  for  his  expenfes  in  returning  home, 
the  fum  of  89.3  dollars. 

To  John  Nelfon,  for  his  expenfes  in  bringing  the  faid  Dr.  John 
Smith  from  the  Little  Meadows  to  Hagar's-town,  and  for  his  trou- 
ble in  attending  him  to  this  city,  with  allowance  of  expenfes  in 
returning  home,  the  fum  of  75  dollars. 

To  Francis  Johnfon,  Efq;  for  fundry  expenfes  incurred  by  guards 
for  powder,  waggons,  &c.  the  fum  of  38  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  fupporting  feveral  prifoners,  the  fum  of 
43.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read,  praying  for  leave,  on  account  of  ill  treatment  he  had  received 
from  many  officers  of  his  corps,  to  refign  his  commiffion. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letter,  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  being  taken  into  conudcration,  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolutions : 
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Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  de fired  to  difpatch  a  ge- 
neral officer,  it"  he  can  be  fpared  from  the  fervice  at  Cambridge,  to 
command  the  army  in  Canada. 

That  it  being  neceffary  to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  fpecie  for 
the  operations  in  Canada,  which  cannot  be  fuccefsfully  carried  on 
without  that  article,  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affemblies, 
conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  upon  the  con- 
tinent, to  employ  proper  perfons,  within  their  refpective  colonies,  to 
collect  all  the  gold  and  filver  coin  they  can,  and  inform  Congrefs  of 
the  fum  collected. 

That  it  will  not  be  expedient  at  prefent  to  Tend  a  committee  of 
Congrefs  to  Canada: 

That  the  committee  of  fecrecy  be  defired  to  difpatch  one  ton  of 
gun-powder  with  the  firft  companies  that  fhall  march  fromPennfyl- 
vania  to  Canada ;  and  that  governor  Trumbull  be  defired  to  fend 
the  like  quantity  of  gun-powder  with  the  firft.detachment  of  forces 
directed  to  march  thither  from  Connecticut: 

That  the  loffes  fuftained  by  captain  Hazen,  be  afcertained  by 
commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada, 
and  that  the  commiffioners  report  their  proceedings,  with  the  exa- 
mination of  the  witneffes,  and  their  own  opinion  thereupon,  to 
Congrefs : 

That  the  general  affemblies,  conventions  or  councils  or  commit- 
tees of  fafety  of  the  colonies,  in  which  forces  are  directed  to  be 
raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  be  defired  to  raife,  for  the  fame 
fervice,  one  company  of  matroffes,  confiding  of  forty  privates,  in 
each  colony,  under  proper  officers;  and  where  a  company  cannot  be 
completed,  to  raife  as  many  as  they  can,  under  fubaltern  officers, 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers: 

That  general  Woofter  be  defired  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  medi- 
cine cheft  mentioned  by  colonel  Campbell,  to  be  claimed  by  doctor 
Beaumont,  and,  if  it  appear  to  him  to  be  private  property,  to  pay 
the  value  thereof  to  the  owner: 

That  the  general  affemblies,  conventions,  or  councils  of  com- 
mittees of  fafety,  be  defired  to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures 
for  recovering  the  arms,  accoutrements,  batteaus,  tools,  and  other 
{tores  of  the  continent,  faid  to  have  been  carried  off  by  fome  of  the 
foldiers,  who  have  returned  from  Canada  : 

That  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  each  of  the  general  affem- 
blies, or  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety,  of  the  colonies  in  which, 
forces  are  directed  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting  their  refpective  regiments  : 

That  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  to  prevent  delays,  blank 
commiffions  be  iffued  by  the  prefident  for  the  field-officers,  cap- 
tains and  fubalterns,  who  are  to  command  the  battalions  ordered 
to  be  raifed  for  Canada,  in  New-Hamplhire  and  Connecticut,  to  be 
filled  up  with  the  names  of  fuch  gentlemen,  as  fhall  be  judged  mod 
proper  by  the  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Hamp- 
ftiire,  and  by  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut  : 
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That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  not  drawn  into  a  precedent  J 

That  exclufive  of  colonel  Livingfton  and  his  regiment,  already* 
determined  on,  there  be  one  thoufand  Canadians  more  raifed,  for 
one  year,  or  during  the  prefent  difputes,  at  fix  dollars  and  two- 
thirds  bounty  and  the  n^ial  pay,  which  number  fhall  compofe  four 
battalions,  and  form  one  regiment,  five  companies  of  fifty  men  to 
each  battalion,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  oneeniign,  to  each 
company,  and  four  majors,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  colonel 
to  the  whole  regiment  : 

That  the  committee  cf  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  be  defired  to  pro- 
vide and  difpatch  fifes  and  drums  to  Canada,  for  the  two  regiments 
directed  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  above  fum  of  12,500 
dollars  ;  and  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut,  for  the 
like  fum  of  12,500  dollars  ;  and,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  New- 
York,  for  the  like  fum  of  12,500  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  bat- 
talions to  be  raifed  for  Canada  ;  and  that  the  faid  delegates  be  de- 
fired  to  forward  the  faid  funis  to  their  refpedtive  colonies,  with  all 
expedition  ;  the  feveral  colonies  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  directed  to  fend  an  exprefs  to 
general  Schuyler,  with  a  letter,  informing  him  of  the  meafuresthe 
Congrefs  have  taken  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  and  defiring  him 
to  forward  the  fame  to  general  Woofter  : 

That  he  likewife  difpatch  an  exprefs,  with  the  like  information, 
to  general  Wafhington,  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  the 
convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  New-York,  and 
New-Hampfhire. 

The  committee  on  qualifications,  having  recommended  the   fol- 
lowing perfons  for  enfigns  in  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  viz. 
Nicholas  Scull,  J°hn  Brice, 

Jofeph  Greenway,  Richard  Rice, 

John  Irvine,  Major  Wallbroon, 

the  fame  were  agreed  to,  and  commimons  ordered  to  be  given  them 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
delegates  of  New-Jerfey,  with  300  pounds  of  powder,  for  the  ufe 
of  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  Timothy  Matlack  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
New-Jerfey,  or  their  order,  a  quantity  of  flints,  for  the  ufe  of  faid 
battalion,  and  ball  or  lead  proportioned  to  300  pounds  of  powder. 

That  the  treafurers,  with  all  expedition,  fend  a  trufty  perfon  with 
£  1,000  in  continental  bills,  to  Samuel  Patterfon,  Efq;  and  receive 
in  exchange  for  the  fame  fo  much  in  filver  and  gold. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  January  22,    1776. 
Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  1 1th 
of  January,  two  from  lord  Stirling,  one  of  the  18th  and  another  of 
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the  19th  of  January,  one  from  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  10th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  of  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary, alfo  a  petition  from  John  Sparling,  being  received,  were  read  : 
Resolved,  That  the  above  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr. 
Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  empowered  to  employ  a  private 
fecretary,  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Benedict  Arnold,  on  account  of  his  expenfes  in  his  expedi- 
tion againfl  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga,  a  balance  amounting  to 
8  19  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Silas  Deane,  Efq; 
Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Trenton  be  defired  to  fend 

general  Prefcot  and  captain  Chace  under  a  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  confider 

a  proper  method  of  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory 

of  general  Montgomery: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  field-officers  for  the 
f  econd  Canadian  regiment,  and, 

Mofes  Hazen,  Efq;  was  elefted  colonel, 
Edward  Antil,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Colonies  will  indemnify  colonel  Ha- 
zen for  any  lofs  of  half-pay  he  may  fufcain  in  confequence  of  his 
entering  into  their  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  majors,  captains,  and  fubal- 
tern  and  ftaff-officers  in  the  fecond  Canadian  regiment,  be  left  to 
the  commander  in  chief  in  Canada,  with  the  advice  of  the  general 
officers  in  that  country,  and  of  colonel  Hazen,  lieutenant-colonel 
Antil,  and  Mr.  Price. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  colonel  Bull's  appli- 
cation, for  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion. 
Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  him. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  for  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  in  the  room  of  colonel  Bull,  and  John 
Philip  de  Haas  was  elefted. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prifoner,  being 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  em- 
powered to  take  his  parole,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  refide  at  Lan- 
cafter. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  M'Donnald,  for 
leave  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  remain  there  five  days,  in  order 
to  tranfacl  fome  neceffary  bufinefs  ; 
Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Vol.  II.  F 
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TuESDAr,  January  23,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  14th  of  January,  en  doling 
a  letter  from  general  Arnold,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  draw  up  a  narrative  of  the  repulfe 
our  troops  met  with,  and  of  the  lofs  fuftained  in  their  unfuceefsful 
attempt  on  Quebec,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  of  war  be  tranflated  into  French,  and 
500  copies  fent  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Adam  Ekel,  for  waggonage  from  Lancafter  to  Cambridge, 
with  captain  Smith's  company  of  riflemen,  a  balance  of  43.3  dollars. 

To  Deborah  Siddens,  for  provifions  for  captain  Rofs's  company, 
the  fum  of  15.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jervis,  for  ferriage,  horfe-hire,  &x.  the  fum  of  12  dollars. 

To  the  committee  of  Romboiet  precinct,  in  Duchefs  county,  in 
the  colony  of  New-York,  the  fum  of  129.4  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  67  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  for  cafh  by  him  paid  to  Archibald  Dick, 
the  expenfes  of  a  guard  over  a  powder-waggon,  16.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs,  which,  after  debate,  was  recommitted. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
for  the  fum  of  3000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to 
be  raifed  in  that  colony  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  ordered  to  be 
accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  January  24,    1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  of  January  the  23d, 
was  read. 

The  fecretary  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  the  repulfe 
our  troops  met  with  in  their  attempt  on  Quebec,  the  31ft  of  De- 
cember; which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  publifhed. 

Resolved,  That  fuch  of  the  foldiers,  ordered  to  Canada,  as  are 
married,  and  are  delirous  of  having  part  of  their  pay  given  to  their 
wives,  be  indulged  ;  and  that  the  captains  or  paymafter  be  directed, 
in  future  payment  of  fuch  foldiers,  to  deduct  fuch  part  of  their 
monthly  pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  directed  to  inform  general  Schuy- 
ler, that  the  return  of  cannon  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  December 
2  1ft,  is  miflaid,  and  that  therefore  he  is  defired  to  make  a  return,  as 
foon  as  pofhble,  of  all  the  cannon  and  artillery  at  Crown-Point  and 
Ticonderoga,  exclufive  of  thofe,  taken  by  colonel  Knox,  for  general 
WafhinR-ton. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bankfon  be  appointed  a  firft  lieutenant  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Morgan,  who  is  in  the  country. 

Information  being  given  to  Gongrefs  that  fome  foldiers  in  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  now  under  orders  to  march  to  Canada, 
are  not  fupplied  with  arms  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  faid  battalion  be  di- 
rected to  make  a  return  of  the  arms  of  faid  battalion,  and  how  ma- 
ny are  wanting,  to  the  prefident  of  the  committee  of  inlpedYion 
and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  defired  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influence 
to  provide  good  arms  for  fuch  of  faid  battalion  as  may  want  them. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  a  war  office,  and  the  powers  with 
which  the  faid  office  fhould  be  vefted. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  E.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.'  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  tKe  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  reported  a  draft,  which  being  read  and  confidered,  was 
approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  immediately  translated  and  printed. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  fum  of  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to 
fupply  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  with  provifions  on  their 
march  to  Albany  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
colonel  Hazen,  for  the  fum  of  533^-  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favour  of  colonel  Antil,  for  the 
fum  of  200  dollars. 

That  the  fum  of  2666f  dollars,  in  fpecie,  be  advanced  to  colonel 
Hazen,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  to  be  by  him  raifed  in  Canada,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  January  25,  1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  dated  the 
23d  of  January  ;  one  from  Ibbetfon  Hamar,  and  from  Dr.  Richard 
Huddlefton,  of  the  fame  date  ;  and  one  from  the  committee  of 
Lancafter,  of  the  22d  of  January,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  correfpondence. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Maxwell,  reflecting  the  unprepared  ftate 
of  his  battalion,  being  read  : 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  Trenton,  for  the  fum  of  4000  dollars,  to  pur- 
chafe  arms  for  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion,  the  faid  committee  to 
be  accountable. 
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Resolved^  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  faid  committee,  and  to 
Mr.  Lowry,  ftimulating  them  to  furnifh  colonel  Maxwell's  batta- 
lion  with  the  articles  neceffary  for  their  march  ;  and  that  the  preii- 
dent  write  to  colonel  Maxwell,  and  direct  him  to  fend  forward  to 
Albany,  the  firft  company  that  can  be  got  ready,  and  that  he  caufe 
the  other  companies  to  march  with  like  expedition,  one  at  a  time,-  as 
f  aft  as  they  can  be  got  ready. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
examination  of  brigadier-general  Prefcot  and  captain  Chace,  who 
are  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  of  a  proper  method  of  pay- 
ing a  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  general  Montgo- 
mery, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

It  being  not  only  a  tribute  of  gratitude  juftly  due  to  the  memory 
of  thofe  who  have  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  glorious 
caufe  of  liberty,  to  perpetuate  their  names  by  the  moil  durable  mo- 
numents erefted  to  their  honour,  but  alfo  greatly  conducive  to  in- 
i'pire  pofterity  with  an  emulation  of  their  illuftrious  actions: 

Resolved^  That,  to  exprefsthe  veneration  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  their  late  general,  Richard  Montgomery,  and  the  deep  fenfe 
they  entertain  of  the  many  fignal  and  important  fervices  of  that 
gallant  oflicer,  who,  after  a  feries  of  fuccefles,  amidft  the  moft  dif- 
couraging  difficulties,  fell  at  length  in  a  gallant  attack  upon  Que- 
bec, the  capital  of  Canada  ;  and  to  tranfmit  to  future  ages,  as  ex- 
amples truly  worthy  of  imitation,  his  patriotifm,  conduct,  boldnefs 
of  enterprize,  infuperable  perfeverance,  and  contempt  of  danger 
•  and  death  ;  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any  other  part 
of  France,  with  an  infcription,  facred  to  his  memory,  and  expreflive 
of  his  amiable  character  and  heroic  atchievements.  And  that  the 
continental  treafurers  be  direfted  to  advance  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
£.  300  fterling,  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  (who  is  defired  to  fee 
this  refolution  properly  executed)  for  defraying  the  expenfe  thereof. 

That  Dr.  Smith  be  defired  to  prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  ora- 
tion in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers  and 
foldiers,  who  fo  magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  main- 
taining the  principles  of  American  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  the  direftion  of  the  fleet  fitted  out  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  be  left  to  the  naval  committee. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  14th  of  January, 
being  received,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  corref- 
pondence. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Meafe  be  appointed  a  commiffary  to 
fupply  the  battalions,  ordered  to  be  railed  in  Pennfylvania,  with  the 
articles  allowed  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  trouble, 
one  and  one  fourth  per  cent,  in  full  of  all  charges  for  the  money 
paffing  through  his  hands,  and  that  he  give  fecurity  for  the  juft  and 
faithful  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

That  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Allen  take  the  fecurity. 
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Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  fum  of  10,000  dollars,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  the  examination  of  general  Pref- 
cot  and  captain  Ghace,  made  report  of  their  proceedings  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  direfted  to  make  farther 
enquiry  into  the  character  and  conduct  of  general  Prefcot,  and  in- 
fpedt  the  letters  of  general  Schuyler  and  general  Montgomery 
concerning  him. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Roberdeau  be  requested  to  relieve  the 
guard  from  Trenton,  who  have  charge  of  general  Prefcot  and  cap- 
tain Chace,  with  a  trufty  guard  from  his  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  fortification  at  Crown-Point  be  not  repaired  ; 
and  that  the  fortrefs  at  Ticonderoga  be  repaired  and  made  defen- 
sible ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  delired  to  make  return  to  Con- 
grefs,  as  foon  as  may  be,  of  the  fize  and  number  of  cannon,  that  will 
be  necefTary  to  fortify  that  place. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 

Friday,  January  26,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  2 2d  of  January,  enclofmg  a 
letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New- York,  was  received 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
New- York,  to  confult  and  advife  Avith  the  council  of  fafety  of  that 
colony,  and  with  general  Lee,  reflecting  the  immediate  defence  of 
the  city  of  New- York  ;  and  that  general  Lee  be  directed  to  follow 
the  determination  of  the  faid  committee  thereupon  : 

That  it  be  an  inftrucYion  to  the  faid  committee,  in  cafe  the  city 
cannot  be  defended,  that  they  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  inha- 
bitants immediately  to  remove  their  moft  valuable  effects  to  a  place 
of  fafety  ; 

That  the  faid  committee  be  farther  inftructed  to  confult  with  ge- 
neral Lee  and  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New- York,  about  the  for- 
tifications on  Hudfon's  river,  and  about  fortifying  the  pafs  at  Hell- 
gate  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 
what  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  paying  the  troops  raifed  in 
New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for 
the  funi  of  1000  dollars,  the  faid  commiffioners  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  fundry  perfons,  refpecling  the  enlifting  appren- 
tices, was  prefented  and  read. 

A  letter  from  Pittsburgh,  dated  the  15th  of  January,  with  enclo- 
sed papers,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SATuRDAr,  January  27,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  19th  of  January  ; 
one  from  the  committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the  24th;  one  from  lord 
Stirling,  dated  the  25th,  and  one  from  T.  Lowry,  dated  the  24th 
of  the  fame  month,  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  colonel  C.  Wynkoop,  for  expenfes  in  bringing  a  party  of 
prifoners  from  St.  John's,  the  fum  of  765.7  dollars,  of  which  86.2 
dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  officers  of  the  faid  party  of  pri- 
foners. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  infpection  of  Efopus,  or  King- 
fton,  be  directed  to  fupply  the  prifoners  there  with  necefTary  cloath- 
ing,  and  alfo  to  provide  them  with  lodging  and  provisions,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rations  allowed  to  privates  in  the  continental  army,  on 
the  moft  reafonable  terms  they  can. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
eonfideration  the  report  of  the  commifiioners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Indians  in  the  faid  de- 
partment : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Duane,  and  Mr.  Rogers. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffion  iflue  to  Cayafhota,  giving  him  the 
rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that  a  filver  gorget  be  prefentedto  him. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  eonfideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Juge, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Juge  be  permitted  to  export  the  manufac- 
tures or  produce  of  the  colony 'of  Maryland  (horned  cattle,  hogs, 
fheep,  and  poultry  excepted)  to  any  port  or  place  whatfoever,  (ex- 
cept to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Britifh  ifles,  the  Britifh  Weft-In- 
dies, and  except  for  the  fupply  of  the  Britifh  army,  or  navy  in  Ame- 
rica) to  the  amount  of  the  canvas  imported  by  him  into  the  faid 
colony  :  the  faid  value  to  be  afcertained  by  the  committee  of  in- 
fpeftion  and  obfervation  for  the  county  of  Baltimore  : 

Resolved, neverthtlefe,  that  the  indulgence,  in  this  inftance,  ought 
not  to  be  drawn  into  example,  the  fame  being  granted  to  Mr.  Juge 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  his  cafe  ;  and  that  the 
faid  Mr.  Juge  be  enjoined,  by  the  aforefaid  committee  of  Baltimore, 
to  avoid,  if  poffible,  all  Britifh  fhips  of  war  and  armed  cutters  on 
his  voyage. 

A  memorial  from  H.  Keppele  and  John  Steinmetz  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committe  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  take  into 
eonfideration  the  matter  of  enlifting  apprentices  and  perfons  in  debt : 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at 
Albany,  and  the  letter  from  V.  P.  Douw,  Efq;  Avere  referred, 
brought  in  their  report  :   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  preferve  the  confidence  and  friend- 
fliip  of  the  Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  fuffering  for  want  of  the 
neceffaries  of  life,  a  fuitable  affortment  of  Indian  goods,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  £.  40,000  fterling,  be  imported  on  acccount  and  rifle  of 
the  United  Colonies  : 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  imported,  be  divided  among  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  for  the  nor- 
thern department,  comprehending  Canada,  £  13,333  :  6  :  8  fter- 
ling ;  for  the  middle  department,  the  like  value  ;  and  the  refidue 
for  the  fouthern  department : 

That  in  order  to  pay  for  the  faid  goods,  a  quantity  of  produce  of 
thefe  colonies  be  exported  to  fome  foreign  European  market,  where 
it  will  fell  to  the  beft  advantage  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  contract  with  pro- 
per perfons  for  importing  faid  goods,  and  for  exporting  produce  to 
pay  for  the  fame  : 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  imported,  be  delivered  to  the  commif- 
fioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  refpective  departments,  or  their 
order,  in  the  proportions  before  mentioned  : 

That  the  refpeftive  commiffioners,  or  fuch  of  them  as  can  con- 
veniently affemble  for  that  purpofe,  fliall,  as  the  goods  arrive,  fix  a 
price,  adding  to  the  firft  coft,  intereft,  the  charge  of  infurance,  and 
all  other  charges,  and  alfo  a  commiffion,  not  exceeding  two  and  an 
half  per  cent,  on  the  firft  coft,  for  their  own  care  and  trouble  in  re- 
ceiving, ftoring  and  felling  them  to  the  Indian  traders  ;  but  fuch 
commiffioners  as  are,  at  the  fame  time,  members  of  Congrefs,  (hall 
nor  be  burthened  with  this  part  of  the  bufinefs,  nor  receive  any  part 
of  the  aforefaid  commiffion  : 

That  no  perfon  fliall  be  permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indians 
without  licence  from  one  or  more  of  the  commiffioners  of  each 
refpecYive  department  : 

That  all  traders  fliall  difpofe  of  their  goods  at  fuch  dated  reafon- 
able  prices,  as  fliall  be  fixed  and  afcertained  by  the  commiffioners, 
or  a  majority  of  fuch  as  can  conveniently  affemble  for  that  pur- 
pofe, in  each  refpeftive  department,  and  fliall  allow  the  Indians  a 
reafonable  price  for  their  ikins,  and  furs,  and  take  no  unjuft  advan- 
tage of  their  diltrefs  and  intemperance  ;  and,  to  this  end,  they  fliall, 
refpectively,  upon  receiving  their  licences,  enter  into  bond  to 
the  commiffioners,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  fuch  pe- 
nalty, as  the  acting  commiffioners  or  commiffioner  fliall  think  pro- 
per, conditioned  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  and  regulations 
above  prefcribed  : 

That  to  fuch  licenfed  traders  only,  the  refpective  commiffioners 
fliall  deliver  the  goods,  fo  to  be  imported,  in  fuch  proportions  as  they 
fliall  judge  will  beft  promote  a  fair  trade,  and  relieve  the  neceffities 
of  the  Indians : 
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That  every  trader,  on  receiving  the  goods,  fhall  pay  to  the  com- 
miflioners in  hand,  the  price  at  which  they  fhall  be  eftimated  ;  and 
the  commiflioners  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  money  fhall  come 
to  their  hands,  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafurers,  de- 
ducting only  the  allowance  for  their  trouble  as  aforefaid  : 

That  the  trade  with  the  Indian  nations  fhall  be  carried  on  at  fuch 
pofts  and  places  only  as  the  commiflioners  for  each  department 
fhall  refpectively  appoint  : 

That  thefe  refolutions  fhall  not  be  conftrued  to  prevent  or  debar 
any  private  perfon  from  importing  goods  for  the  Indian  trade,  un- 
der the  reftrictions  expreffed  in  the  affociation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  January  29,  1776.' 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  dated  January  the  20th,  being 
received,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  commiffary,  for  the  fum  of  5000  dollars,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington,  dated  the  19th  inftant,  with  the  papers  therein  men- 
tioned, and  the  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  24th,  and  the 
letter  from  the  committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the  day  laft  mentioned, 
brought  in  their  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  application,  made  by  general  Wafhington 
to  the  governments  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and 
Connecticut,  in  fuch  an  exigency,  to  raife  a  regiment  in  each  of 
thofe  colonies  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  were  prudent,  confiftent 
with  his  duty,  and  a  farther  manifeftation  of  his  commendable  zeal 
for  the  good  of  his  country  ;  that  the  ready  attention  of  the  faid  go- 
vernments to  thofe  applications,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  un- 
dertook, and  the  expedition  with  which  they  proceed  in  the  bufinefs, 
are  additional  proofs  of  their  meritorious  attachment  to  the  common 
caufe,  and  may  produce  fignal  public  advantages  :  and  that  it  b.". 
recommended  to  the  general  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  raife 
the  like  number  of  matrolfes,  and  in  the  like  manner,  and  that  both 
thefe  and  the  additional  regiment  there,  be  enlifted  on  the  fame 
terms  as  thofe  directed  to  be  raifed  for  this  fervice  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire, Connecticut,  New-York,  and  Pennfylvania  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  that  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, and  forwarded  by  them,  with  blank  military  commiflions 
for  the  field  officers,  captains  and  fnbalterns,  ligned  by  the  prefident 
to  the  faid  general  affembly  : 

Tim  the  three  regiments  to  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay and  Connecticut,  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  be  ex- 
clufive  of  the  thirteen  intended  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge : 

That  the  lofs  of  and  damage  to  fuch  fire  arms,  belonging  to  the 
foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  as  fhall  happen  not  through 
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careleffnefs  or  misbehaviour,  the  value  being  ascertained  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  to  be  provided  by  the  general  afTemblies,  conventions 
or  councils  or  committees  of  i'afety  of  the  United  Colonies  reflec- 
tively, be  made  good  to  the  owners  ;  and  that  their  arms,  after 
their  time  of  fervice  is  expired,  be  not  detained  from  them  : 

That  the  alertnefs,  activity  and  good  conduct  of  lord  Stirling, 
and  the  forwardnefs  and  fpirit  of  the  gentlemen,  and  others,  from 
Elizabeth-town,  who  voluntarily  affifled  him  in  taking  the  fhip 
Blue-Mountain  Valley,  were  laudable  and  exemplary  ;  and  that  his 
lordfhip  be  directed  to  fecure  the  capture,  until  the  further  order  of 
the  Congrefs  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  caufe  fuch  part  of  the 
loading,  as  would  otherwife  perifh,,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  fale. 

The  committee  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  which  was  granted. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Wheelock,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Hugh  M'Clenahan,  an  exprefs  from  Pittfburgh,  for  expenfes, 
Sec.  the  fum  of  46.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  general  Prefcot  be  committed  to,  and  kept  in 
clofe  confinement  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  till  further  orders  of 
Congrefs. 

That  captain  Chace  be  remanded  to  Trenton,  and  permitted  to 
refide  with  the  other  officers  on  his  parole. 

A  memorial  and  propofal  of  captain  John  Nelfon,  refpe&ing  a 
company  of  riflemen,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  captain  Nelfon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Wifner,  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tvesdat,  January  30,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  and  Dr.  Shippen,  jun.  be  defired 
to  infpedl  the  room  of  the  gaol  where  gen.  Prefcot  is  confined,  and 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  his  health,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  capt.  Nelfon,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Nelfon's  company  of  riflemen,  now  raifed, 
confiding  of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  four  fergeants,  four 
corporals,  and  feventy  privates,  be  enlifted  for  the  fervice  of  Canada, 
on  the  fame  terms  as  the  other  troops  ordered  for  that  fervice,  and 
that  they  march  to  Canada,  and  join  a  regiment  there  as  foon  as 
poffible  :  that  they  be  allowed  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  day,  fo^ 
their  fubfiflance  on  their  march  to  Albany  : 

That  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  bounty,  be  paid  to  each 
non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  is  furnifhed  with  Suffi- 
cient arms,  accoutrements  and  cloathing  for  the  fervice,  upon  their 
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entering  into  the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  and  one  month's  pay  id 
the  commitlioned  officers* 

That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  laid  captain  Nelfon  for  that 
purpofe,  and  for  the  fnbfiftance  of  faid  company  to  Reading:  : 

That  the  fum  of  700  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  at  Reading  :  that  faid  committee  pay  one  month's  wages 
to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  upon  their  arrival 
there,  and  deliver  the  refidue  of  faid  fum  to  captain  Nelfon,  for  the 
fubfiftance  of  faid  company  in  their  march  from  thence  to  Albany; 
he  to  account  for  what  money  he  receives  with  general  Schuyler. 

The  officers  of  faid  company  are,  John  Nelfon,  captain  Mofes 
Dicker,  firft  lieutenant ;  Adam  Ott,  fecond  ditto;  Ifaac  Newkirk, 
third  ditto. 

The  committee,  to  whom  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the 
14th  of  January,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,jwhich  was 
taken  into  confideration,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  tent-cloth  which  can  be  procured  in  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New-York,  be  purchafed  for  the  Congrefs,  and  that 
the  quantity  neceffary  for  the  enfuing  campaign  in  the  army  before 
Bofton,  be  forwarded  thither,  if  fo  much  is  to  be  had  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies  in  New-Eng- 
land, to  affift  the  general  in  procuring  arms  ;  and  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  fuch  of  them  as  have  already  done  fo  : 

That  Mr.  James  Meafe,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Alfop,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris,  in  New-York,  be  directed  to  carry  the 
former  refolution  into  execution. 

The  committee  on  the  enliftment  of  apprentices,  &c.  brought 
in  their  report,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  no  apprentice  whatfoever  be  enlifted  within  the 
colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  on  Delaware 
or  Maryland,  as  a  foldier  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, without  the  confent  of  his  mafter  or  miftrefs  firfk  obtained 
in  writing  ;  and  that  all  apprentices  now  enlifted  as  foldiers  in  the 
faid  army  or  navy,  without  fuch  confent,  be  immediately  difcharged 
from  the  fervice,  on  the  application  of  their  mafters  or  miftreffes, 
upon  payment  of  all  juft  and  reafonable  charges  of  their  enliftment  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  creditors,  whofe  demands  againft 
any  perfon  who  is  enlifted,  or  fhall  enlift,  in  the  continental  fer- 
vice, fhall  not  amount  to  the  value  of  35  dollars,  not  to  arreft  any 
fuch  debtor  till  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  he  is  enlifted. 

That  every  perfon  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  enlifting 
himfelf  in  the  army  or  navy  aforefaid,  may,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  fuch  enliftment,  obtain  his  difcharge,  by  refunding  the 
money  received  from  the  recruiting  officer,  and  returning  fuch  ne- 
ceffaries  as  may  have  been  fupplied  him  by  the  officer,  or  the  va- 
lue thereof  in  money. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  1000  dollars,  to  difcharge  a  draft  of  the  paymafter-general, 
for  fo  much  depofited  with  him.  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 
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Resolved,  That  a. committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
eonfideration  an  application  from  the  committee  of  i'afety  for  Ntw- 
York. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Resolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  empowered  to  draw  on 
the  treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding  30,000  dollars,  in  order  to 
difcharge  fundiy  debts  by  them  contracted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee  of 
fecret  correfpondence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wedxesdat,  January  31,    1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  27th  of 
January  ;  one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  of  the  30th,  one 
from  col.  St.  Clair,  of  the  27th,  and  one  from  col.  Maxwell,  of 
the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  were  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
colonel  Maxwell  refpecYing  the  ftate  of  his  regiment,  and  report 
the  means  of  facilitating  and  haftening  his  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  report  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  and  Dr.  Shippen,  refpecYing  the 
room  where  general  Prefcot  is  confined,  and  the  ftate  of  the  gene- 
ral's health,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  eonfideration  the  letter  from  col.  St. 
Clair,  refpecYing  the  enliftment  of  fome  of  the  prifoners  at  Lancafter, 

Resolved,  That  the  prifoners  who  have  been  enlifted  into  the 
continental  army,  be  difcharged,  and  that  no  more  be  enlifted. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolve  be  fent  to  the 
committee  of  Lancafter. 

The  committee,  to  whom  fundry  letters  were  referred,  on  the 
27th  inftant,  brought  in  a  farther  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Barbarie,  owner  of  the  floop  and  cargo 
faid  to  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  retaken  by  one. of  the 
continental  veffels  of  war,  ought  to  make  and  profecute  his  claim 
to  the  fame,  before  the  court  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  by  the 
government  of  the  colony  to  which  the  faid  floop  and  cargo  were 
carried,  to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil  and  maritime,  where  a 
procefs  ought  to  be  inftituted  to  confirm  the  re-capture,  and  adjuft 
the  falvage. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Maxwell, 
brought  in  their  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  commiffary  for  the  batta- 
lions in  New-Jerfey,  be  directed  to  procure  all  neceffaries,  except 
arms,  for  colonel  Maxwell's  regiment  immediately  ;  and  that  the 
coft  of  the  cloathing,  and  other  articles  abfolutely  effential,  which 
the  non-commifTioned  officers  and  privates  are  to  pay  for,  be  by 
the  faid  commiffary  procured  forthwith,  the  coft  thereof  to  be  de- 
ducted out  of  the   pay  of  the   faid  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
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foldiers  ;  and  that  the  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New- 
Jerfey,  get  the  arms,  already  ordered,  with  all  poffible  expedition, 
and  afford  Mr.  Lowry  all  affiftance  in  the  execution  of  the  above : 

That  the  company  in  the  faid  regiment  which  is  neareft  being 
furnifhed,  be  fupplied  by  any  arms  and  neceffaries  in  the  faid  bat- 
talion, and  marched  for  Canada,  and  that  the  other  companies  be 
furnifhed,  and  marched  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  consideration  the  letter  from  lord 
Stirling, 

Resolved,  That  the  private  adventures  of  the  captain  and  mates 
of  the  tranfport  Blue-Mountain  Valley,  be  delivered  to  them,  and 
that  they  be  permitted  to  return  to  England. 

The  delegates  for  Maffachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  an 
account  of  their  appointment  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  hon. 
John  Hancock,  Efq;  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Efqrs;  are  elected  to  represent  the 
faid  colony  in  Congrefs,  for  the  year  1776. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday  February   1,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  fum  of  333-^  dollars,  for  the  ufe 
of  Mr.  J.  Walker,  one  of  the  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  fouthern  department,  the  faid  delegates  to  be  acountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  ftate 
of  the  treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cufliing. 

The  member  choien,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  general  Prefcot  be  allowed  the  attendance  of  his 
fervant,  and  of  a  phyfician,  in  cafe  his  health  require  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania  be  de- 
fired  to  take  the  parole  of  fuch  officers  who  are  prifoners  now  in 
Philadelphia,  and  order  them  to  their  refpective  places  of  refidence. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  eftablifhing  pods  and  expreffes,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  ; 
and  that,  in  the  mean  while,  Dr.  Franklin  be  directed  to  write  to  the 
poft-mafters,  and  enquire  on  what  terms  expreffes  can  be  procured. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  February  2,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  22d  and  25th  January, 
accompanied  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  to  Tryon  county, 
and  enclofmg  fundry  difpatches  from  Canada,  and  other  papers, 
being  received,  were  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E. 
Rutledge,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

A  receipt  of  general  Schuyler  for  £.  7829  :  9  :  0,  Pennfylvania 
currency,  equal  to  20878.5  dollars,  lent  him  by  order  of  the  30th 
of  December,  was  laid  before  Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Wayne  being  read, 
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Resolved.,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  quarter  his  batta- 
lion in  and  near  Chefter,  until  the  farther  orders  oi"  Congrefs,  or  of 
a  committee  of  Congrefs,  for  that  purpofe  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  deliver  Mr.  J.  Meafe  a  copy  of  co- 
lonel Wayne's  letter,  lb  far  as  refpects  the  fupplying  his  battalion 
with  neceffaries. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  M.  Afpden  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Matthias  Afpden  be  permitted  to  export  in 
the  Hoop  Tryal,  configned  to  him  from  Port-au-Prince,  the  pro- 
duce or  manufactures  of  thefe  colonies,  (horned  cattle,  Iheep,  hogs, 
poultry,  and  lumber  for  making  calks  excepted)  to  Port-au-Prince, 
to  the  amount  of  1800  pounds,   Penniylvania  currency  : 

That  the  above  permiffion  be  not  drawn  into  precedent,  and  that 
Mr.  Afpden  take  every  poffible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britilh  men 
of  war,  and  cutters  on  the  voyage. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Keppele  and  Steinmetz 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialifts  have  no  juft  claim  to  fatisfac- 
tion  or  reparation  for  the  lofs  of  their  fhip  and  cargo,  feized  by  one 
of  the  king's  fhips  of  war,  and  detained  by  admiral  Greves  and  ge- 
neral Howe,  either  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  or  out  of  the 
value  of  the  cloathirig  fent  hither  to  fupply  the  Britifh  troops  at 
Bofton,  and  intercepted  and  difpofed  of  to  the  ufe  of  the  American 
army. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  an  ac- 
count of  the  prifoners,  the  names  of  the  officers,  and  their  places 
of  refidence,   and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.M'Kean,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wifner. 

A  memorial  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Samfon  Occum  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  5,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  have  the  arms 
of  fuch  of  the  troops  marching  to  Canada,  as  pafs  through  Alba- 
ny, carefully  examined  there  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  are  deficient 
and  want  repair,  exchanged  for  the  good  effective  arms  taken  from 
the  tories,  and  to  order  thofe  exchanged  and  left,  to  be  repaired. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler's  letters  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration, 
and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  has  proceeded  in  difarming  fuch 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Tryon,  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  as 
were  difafFected,  and  providing  for  the  future  tranquillity  of  thofe 
parts,  with  fidelity,  prudence,  and  difpatch,  and  at  the  fame  time 
with  a  proper  temper  towards  that  deluded  people,  and  thereby  per- 
formed a  meritorious  fervice. 

That  the  cheerfulnefs  and  ready  affiftance  of  thofe  who  accompa- 
nied general  Schuyler  in  his  march  to  the  county  of  Tryon.  and 
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their  ufeful  fervices  in  that  expedition,  difcovered  fuch  a  patriotic 
fpirit,  that  it  is  hoped  none  of  them  will  allow  their  countrymen 
to  entertain  a  fufpicion  that  any  ignoble  motive  actuated  them,  by 
requiring  a  pecuniary  reward,  especially  when  they  were  employed 
in  fuppre fling  a  mifchief  in  their  own  neighbourhood: 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  laft  month,  for 
fending  fhipwrights  from  the  cities  of  New-Y©rk  and  Philadelphia, 
to  build  batteaus  at  Ticonderoga,  be  fuperceded  ;  and  that  general 
Schuyler  be  defired  to  employ  any  fuch  artificers,  as  he  fhall  think 
proper,  in  that  bulinefs  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  iffue  warrants  for  complea- 
ting  the  regiment  directed  to  be  raifed  in  New-York,  for  the  fervice 
of  Canada  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  that 
colony  to  appoint  fuch  officers  thereof,  as  general  Schuyler  hath 
nominated  : 

That  the  appointments  by  general  Schuyler  of  Mr.  Hubbard 
Brown,  to  be  conductor  of  artillery,  Gyfbert  Marfelis,  Efq;  to  be 
barrack-mafter,  Mr.  Peter  Schuyler  to  take  charge  of  the  arms,  and 
Mr.  Philip  Van  RenfTelaer,  to  be  ftore-keeper  at  Albany,  be  con- 
firmed ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  inform  Congrefs  of 
the  proper  falaries  to  be  annexed  to  thofe  offices  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  procure  fkilful  perfons  to 
aflift  general  Woofter  in  exploring  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  to 
conftruct  the  armed  boats  to  be  kept  there,  according  to  a  former 
refolution  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  bounty  given  by  general  Schuyler  for  encouraging  men 
to  enter  into  the  Canadian  fervice  be  approved,  in  confideration  of 
the  fevere  climate  and  inclement  feafon  : 

That  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  laft  month,  ref- 
petting  the  provifions  and  (tores  to  be  fent  to  Fort  George,  it  was 
intended  as  general  Schuyler  underftood  it,  that  he  fhould  be  fupplU 
ed  with  fuch  of  thofe  articles  as  he  fhould  require  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  employ  fuch  batteau-men  as 
are  in  or  near  Albany,  inftead  of  thofe  it  was  recommended  to  the 
convention  of  New- York  to  procure,  upon  the  beft  terms  he  can, 
and  to  acquaint  Congrefs  for  what  wages  they  will  ferve  : 

That  captain    .  Wyncoop  be  employed  under  commodore 

Douglafs,  in  the  naval  department. 

Ordered,  That  general  Schuyler's  narrative  of  his  march  into 
Tryon  county  be  publifhed  in  the  news-papers. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samfon  Occum,  one 
of  the  Mohegan  Indians,  in  Connecticut,  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  friendly  commerce  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  the  Indians,  and  the  propagation  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  civil  arts  among  the  latter,  may  pro« 
duce  many  and  ineftimable  anvantages  to  both  ;  and  that  the  com- 
miflioners  for  Indian  affairs  be  defired  to  confider  of  proper  places 
in  their  refpective  departments  for  the  refidence  of  minifters  and 
fchoolmafters,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 
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That  the  comrniffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment be  defired  to  enquire  of  Mr.  Jacob  Fowler  of  the  Montauke 
tribe  of  Indians,  on  Long-Ifland,  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Johnfon  of  the 
Mohegan,  upon  what  terms  they  will  refide  among  the  Six  Nations 
of  Indians,  and  inflrudt  them  in  the  Chriftian  religion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dohicky  Arundel,  who  was  recommended  to 
the  notice  of  Congrefs  by  Mr.  Lewis,  be  defired  to  repair  to  gene- 
ral Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  examine  him, 
and  if  he  finds  him  capable,  and  fuitably  qualified,  to  employ  him 
in  the  artillery  fervice  in  Canada. 

Dr.  Cadwallader  having,  in  a  letter  to  the  prefident,  reprefented, 
that  being  fent  for  by  general  Prefcot  laft  Saturday  night,  he  found 
him  in  a  dangerous  ftate  of  health;  and  farther  expreffing  an  appre- 
henlion,  that  the  dampnefs  of  the  room  may  endanger  the  general's 
life,  if  he  remains  there  long  ;  it  was,  thereupon,  . 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  be  defired  to  have  proper  lodg- 
ings provided  for  general  Prefcot ;  and  that  general  Prefcot  be  re- 
moved from  the  gaol  to  faid  lodgings,  and  there  kept  under  a  guard: 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  the  barracks  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  directed  to  keep  a  proper  guard  over  general  Prefcot. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  February  6,    1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  New-York  was  read, 
informing  that  general  Clinton  arrived  there  on  the  4th  inftant,  but 
that  it  was  apprehended  his  deftination  was  to  the  fouthward. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  faid  letter  be  fent  to  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies. 

The  Congrefs,  being  informed  that  colonel  Heard  having  per- 
formed the  fervice  enjoined  him,  was  ready  to  make  report  of  his 
proceedings, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with, 
colonel  Heard,  and  receive  his  report  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

A  petition  from  fundry  captains  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  one  dollar,  and  one-third  of  a  dollar, 
be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  two  firft  New-Jerfey  battalions, 
for  every  recruit  by  them  raifed,  and  that  has  paffed  mufter. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  in  Berks  county,  was  . 
read,  mentioning  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  prifoners,  and  defiring 
to  know  how  they  are  to  be  fupported ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  contract  for  fupplying  the  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  in 
the  room  of  thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  on  the  regulations  of  trade,  after  the  firft  of 
March  next,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  ; 
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Resolved,,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Thurfday  next,  then  to 
be  confidered  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  encourage  futleri 
to  attend  the  army  in  Canada  ;  and  that  they  return  fuch  fpecie  as 
they  mall  receive  for  the  articles  they  fupply  it  with,  to  the  com- 
miflary,  who  lhall  draw  orders,  counterfigned  by  the  general,  for  the 
amount. thereof,  upon  the  prelident ;  by  which  a  fufficient  flock  may 
be  in  hand  to  pay  off  the  foldiers,  and  the  rifk.  and  expenfe  of  fen- 
ding money  for  that  purpofe  may  be  avoided. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Heard,  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  a  lift  of  nineteen  perfons  taken  into  cuftody  by  him, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  brought  to  Philadelphia  : 
alfo  two  oaths  taken  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Long-Ifi- 
land  ;  one  upon  delivering  up  their  arms,  and  the  other  refpetting 
their  future  conduct. 

The  names  of  the  prifoners  are,  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Jofeph 
Trench,  John  Polhemus,  Nathaniel  Moor,  Samuel  Hallet,  William 
Weyman,  John  Shoals,  John  Willet,  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Daniel 
Kiffam,  Jacob  Mott,  Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Charles  Hicks,  Samuel 
Martin,  Samuel  Clowes,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Weeks,  David 
Brooks,  John  Townfend. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  prifoners  be  fent  to  New-York,  and  de- 
livered to  the  order  of  the  convention  of  that  colony,  who  are  re- 
tpiefted  to  confine  or  fecure  the  faid  prifoners,  until  an  enquiry  be 
had  by  the  convention,  into  their  conduct,  and  report  thereof  made 
to  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  confer  with  colonel  Heard  about 
the  mode  of  fending  the  prifoners  to  New-York. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Kennedy,  on  fundry  certificates  by  him  produced,  the 
fum  of  427.1  dollars,  of  which  338.9  dollars,  being  for  rifles,  See. 
furnifhed  to  captain  Morgan's  company  of  riflemen  from  Virgina, 
ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  company,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
continent. 
,     Odered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  re- 
folution  reflecting  the  exportation  of  naval  ftores  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Paine,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  February  7,    1776. 
Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Peter  Webbers,  an  exprefs,  for  the  fum  of  8  dollars,  for  the  time 
'  he  has  been    detained  in  town. 

Two  letters  from    lord  Stirling,  one  of  the  2d  and  the  other    of 
"    the  5th  of  this  month,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read  : 
Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  New-Jerfey,  refpec- 
ting  the  prifoners  ;  and,  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed  to  the  committee  who 
brought  it  in,  and  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  an  account 
of  the  prifoners : 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  examine  the  capitu- 
lations entered  into  with  the  prifoners  at  the  time  of  their  furren- 
der,  to  have  the  paroles  of  the  officers  taken,  to  order  them  to  their 
refpective  places  of  relidence,  to  fee  that  the  capitulations  be  duly 
obferved,  and  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  refpecting  the  prifoners,  punc- 
tually carried  into  execution,  and,  finally,  to  make  a  return  to  Con- 
grefs of  the  paroles  of  the  officers,  their  names,  and  places  of  refi-. 
dence,  and  alfo  the  number  of  privates,  and  where  placed. 

As  only  three  of  the  former  committees  are  now  prefent,  viz. 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  two  more  be  added: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the  fum  of  10,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  he  to  be  acount- 
able  : 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favour  of  the  naval  committee,  for 
the  fum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  difcharge  the  debts 
by  them  contracted,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymafter-gene- 
ral,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

The  committee,  on  the  letter  from  Reading,  reported,  that  they 
have  had  a  conference  with  David  Franks,  Efq;  agent  to  the  contrac- 
tors for  victualling  the  king's  troops,  who  fays  he  will  order  rations 
to  be  ifTuedto  the  prifoners  lately  brought  to  Reading  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  D.  Franks,  Efq;  be  permitted  to  victual  the  pri- 
foners at  Reading,  and  to  fell  his  bills  to  defray  the  expenfe  thereof: 

That  directions  be  given  to  Henry  Holler  to  furnim  faid  prifoners 
with  fuel  and  other  neceffaries. 

A  memorial  from  Murray,  Sanfom  iJf  Co.  Jacob  Watfon,  and 
Frederick  Rhinelander,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Read. 

A  petition  of  Pierre  L'Farque  being  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Resolved,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  journals,  and  report  a  lift  of  the  matters  yet  unfinished. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr. 
Smith. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vol.  II.  H 
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Thursday  February  8,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  money  voted  yefterday,  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
mafter-general,  under  the  care  of  colonel  Bull,  and  two  other  trufty 
perfons. 

The  treasurers  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  an  account  of  fundry 
drafts  by  them  paid,  viz. 

1775.  Auguft  23.  One  in  favour  of  John  Meafe,  by  general 
Wafhington,  for  266-|  dollars. 

Nov.  27.  One  in  favour  of  Dr.  Franklin,  by  James  Warren, 
for  7111  dollars. 

1776.  Feb.  2.  One  in  favour  of  Cox  and  Furman,.  by  ditto,  for 
1000  dollars. 

Feb.  6.  One  in  favour  of  John  Beane,  by  ditto,  for  750  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  fums  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
James  Warren,  the  paymafter-general. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  contract 
with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  colonel  Wayne's  battalion  with  the 
rations  allowed  them. 

Alfo  with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  the  Pennfylvania  troops  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  and  with  a  proper  perfon  to 
fupply  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  counties  on  Dela- 
ware, while  in  that  government. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Tench  Tilghman,  for  efcorting  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
general  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  286.9  dollars. 

To  Azariah  Dunham  on  fundry  certificates  for  provifions  to  feve- 
ral  rifle  companies,  25.8  dollars. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon-hire,  in  carrying  money  to  Cam- 
bridge, the  fum  of  76  dollars. 

To  Mofes  Gale,  for  the  entertainment  of  captain  Cluggage's 
company  of  riflemen,  9.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efcj; 

To  John  B.  Scott,  for  expenfes  in  conducting  general  Prefcot 
from  Trenton  to  Philadelphia,  14.3  dollars. 

To  George  Bunner,  for  waggon-hire,  in  carrying  money  from 
Philadelphia  to  general  Schuvler,  laft  November,  39  dollars. 

To  Dennis  Sneeden,for  ferriage,  provifions,  <kc.  the  fum  of  50.6 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq; 

To  Jeffe  Jones,  for  horfe-hire,  8.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Dealing. 

To  Mark  Bird,  for  neceffaries  to  prifoners,  5.8  dollars. 

To  Georc<e  Meade  isf  Co.  on  feveral  certificates,  104.4  dollars, 
of  which  99.2  being  for  rifles  furnifhed  to  captain  H.  Stevenfon's 
company,  ought  to  be  charged  to  laid  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  Mr.  M^vean  had  laid  be- 
fore th^m,  an  account  of  the  application  of  40  dollars  put  into  his 
hands  by  Congrefs,  by  which  it  appears,  that  there  remains  in  his 
hands,  the  fum  of  15.4  dollars. 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners,  reported  the 
form  of  a  parole  to  be  figned  by  the  officers,  which  being  read,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

I  being  made  a  prifoner  of  war,  by  the  army  of  the 

thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North-America,  do  promife  and  en- 
gage, on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman,  to 
depart  from  hence  immediately  to  in  the  province  of 

being  the  place  of  my  election  ;  and  there,  or  within  fix 
miles  thereof,  to  remain  during  the  prefent  war  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congrefs  of  the 
faid  United  Colonies  fhall  order  otherwife  ;  and  that  I  will  not  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  give  any  intelligence  whatfoever  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  fay  any  thing  in  oppofition 
to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the  meafures  and  proceedings  of  any  Con- 
grefs for  the  faid  colonies,  during  the  prefent  troubles,  or  until  I 
am  duly  exchanged  or  difcharged. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this         day  of  A.  D. 

The  fecret  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pierre 
L'Farque  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Pierre  L'Farque  be  permitted  to  load  the 
(loop,  in  which  he  imported  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder  and  arms, 
with  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies  (horned  cattle,  (heep,  hogs,  poul- 
try, and  lumber  for  making  calks  excepted)  and  export  the  fame 
to  Martinique.  And  that  the  faid  Mr.  Pierre  L'Farque  do  take 
every  poffible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britifh  men  of  war  and  cut- 
ters on  the  voyage,  and  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  import  into 
thefe  colonies  the  powder  and  arms  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  and 
propofed  to  be  imported  by  him. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Sanfom,  Murray  15"  Co.  &c. 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  re- 
flecting the  erecting  of  powder-mills,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
Dohicky  Arundel,  for  the  fum  of  100  dollars,  and  that  he  be  direc- 
ted immediately  to  repair  to  general  Schuyler  : 

That  a  quarter  calk  of  powder  be  delivered  to  captain  Craig,  of 
colonel  St.   Clair's  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  : 

That  the  fum  of  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  convention 
or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  four  bat- 
talions ordered  to  be  raifed  there  ;  that  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  by 
the  delegates  of  that  colony,  the  faid  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  Dr.  Connolly,  together  with  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Benjamin  Rufh,  refpe£ting  the  Irate  of  faid  Connolly's  health,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  faid  J.  Connolly  be  allowed,  at  fuitable  times, 
to  walk  in  the  prifon-yard  or  hall,  the  gaol-keeper  taking  efpecial 
care  to  prevent  his  efcape. 

The  inhabitants  of  Richmond  county,  in  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  having  refufed  to  fend  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  provin- 
cial convention,  and  otherwife  manifefted  their  enmity  and  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  fyftem  and  meafures  adopted  for  preferving  the  liberties 
of  America  ;  and,  as  a  juft  punifhment  for  their  inimical  conduct, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  having  been  prohibited  by  the  con- 
vention, from  all  intercourfe  and  dealings  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  county,  and  this  Congrefs  being  informed  by  the  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  that  colony,  that  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  county 
did  afterwards,  without  any  oppofition,  eledt  deputies  to  reprefent 
them  in  provincial  convention  ;  but,  as  the  proceedings  againft  them 
had  been  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs,  it  was  appre- 
hended the  deputies  could  not  be  received,  until  the  fenfe  of  Con- 
grefs thereupon  mould  be  communicated : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  faid  provincial 
convention,  to  take  fuch  meafures  refpeCling  the  admiffion  of  the 
deputies,  and  revoking  the  interdict  againft  the  inhabitants  of  faid 
county,  as  they  fhall  judge  moft  expedient  ;  provided,  that  the  faid 
deputies,  and  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  county,  fhall  fub- 
fcribe  the  afiociation  entered  into,  in  that  colony. 

Resolvedy  That  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  this  month,  be  affigned 
for  Dr.  Smith,  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  honour  of  general 
Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers  and  foldiers  who  fo  magnani- 
moufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  principles  of 
American  liberty. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  9,  1776. 
Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry  from  the  Maffachufets-Bay,  attended,  and 
produced  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  co- 
lony ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  In  Council,  January  18,  1776. 

Whereas  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert 
Treat  Paine,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  Efqrs;  have  been  chofen,  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  two  houfes  of  affembly,  to  reprefent  the  colony  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay  in  New-England,  in  the  American  Congrefs,  until 
the  firft  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1777. 

Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully 
empowered  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  colonies,  to 
concert,  direft,  and  order  fuch  farther  meafures,  as  fhall  to  them 
appear  beft  calculated  for  the  eftablifhment  of  right  and  liberty  to 
the  American  colonies,  upon  a  bafis  permanent  and  fecure,  againft 
the  power  and  art  of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  and  guarded  againft 
any  future  encroachments  of  their  enemies,  with  power  to  adjourn 
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to  fuch  times  and  places,  as  fhall  appear  mod  conducive  to  the  publie 
fafety  and  advantage. 

Read  and  accepted.      Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

John  Lowell,  Dep.  Sec.  pro  tern* 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  18,  1776. 
Read  and  concurred.     And  the  fecretary  is  hereby  directed,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  to  lignify  to  each  of  thofe  gentlemen  their  appoint- 
ment, with  an  attefled  copy  of  this  order.  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

James  Warren,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  January   18,  1776. 

Read  and  concurred. 

John  Lowell,  Dep.  Sec.  pro  tern. 
A  true  copy, 
Atteft,  Perez  Morton,  Dep.  Sec." 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Walhington,  one  of  the  24th,  and  the  other 
of  30th  of  January,  enclofing  a  copy  of  one  to  general  Schuyler, 
the  27th  January,  and  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  : 

Three  from  general  Schuyler,  29th  and  31ft  January,  and  1ft  of 
February,  enclofing  copies  of  two  letters  from  colonel  Arnold,  and 
fundry  other  papers  : 

One  from  governor  Trumbull,  3d  February,  with  fundry  papers 
enchrfed  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr. 
Wythe,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  6th  of 
February,  were  read;  the  one  refpefting  tea,  was  referred  for  con- 
fideration  to  Monday  next ;  the  other  recommending  perfons  for 
field-officers  of  the  third  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  co- 
lony :   Whereupon  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  election,  and 

Elias  Dayton  was  elected  colonel. 

Anthony  Walter  White,  lieutenant-colonel. 

Francis  Barber,  major. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kirkland,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  fecond  memorial  of  Sanfom,  Murray  is?  Co.  Sec. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialifts  be  permitted  to  make  fale  of 
their  cargo  of  wheat,  in  Connecticut,  or  elle  to  proceed  on  their  ori- 
ginal voyage  to  Falmouth  in  England,  and  a  market  under  the  of- 
fice, papers  and  clearances,  which  the  faid  vefiel  failed  with  from 
New-York  in  September  laft  ;  and  alfo  fubject  to  the  former  reftric- 
tions  of  Congrefs,  refpecting  the  appointment  of  a  commander. 
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The  Congrefs,  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  fome  arms,  pow- 
der and  faltpetre, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  13th  of  laft 
month,  to  purchafethe  faltpetre  then  imported,  &c.be  directed  and 
empowered  to  take  every  neceffarymeafure  to  have  the  faltpetre,  now 
arrived  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

That  two  tons  of  the  powder  now  arrived,  belonging  to  the 
United  Colonies,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  part  of  the  powder  borrowed  of  them  : 

That  one  ton  of  faid  powder  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Carolina,  in  confequence  of  a  former  order  of  Congrefs, 
which  has  not  yet  been  complied  with: 

That  the  committee  appointed  for  manufacturing  the  faltpetre 
into  gun-powder,  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  and  quantity 
of  the  arms,  powder  and  faltpetre  now  arrived,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs. 

A  memorial  from  Stacy  Hepburn,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Penn. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Mondat,  February  12,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  9th  inftant,  being  received, 
was  read,  wherein  he  informs,  that  a  tranfport  with  troops  was  ar- 
rived at  New-York,  that  more  might  be  expected,  and,  therefore, 
that  a  farther  reinforcement  was  neceffary,  to  fecure  and  defend 
that  place  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  immediately  to  fend  detachments  of 
their  minute-men  equal  to  a  battalion, underproper  officers,  to  New- 
York,  there  to  be  under  the  command  of  major-general  Lee  : 

That  it  be  alfo  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for 
Pennfylvania,  immediately  to  fend  detachments  of  the  four  battali- 
ons of  affociators  in  Philadelphia,  to  New-York,  there  to  put  them- 
felves  under  the  command  of  general  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  the  colonels  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed 
in  Pennfylvania,  be  directed  to  make  an  immediate  return  to  Con- 
grefs of  the  men  enUfted,  the  places  where  they  now  are,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  to  New- 
York,  one  ton  of  the  poAvder  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies,  and 
that  the  fame  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  general  Lee  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  on  the  beft  terms  they  can,  what  powder 
and  arms  arrive,  belonging  to  private  perfons  ;  and  that  they  fur- 
nifh,  with  good  arms,  fuch  of  the  three  remaining  companies  of  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  deftined  for  Canada,  as  may  want  them4 
in  order  that  they  may  immediately  proceed  on  their  march. 
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Resolved,  That  fifty  tons  of  faltpetre  be  delivered  by  the  fecret 
committee  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  who  are  re- 
quefted  to  have  the  fame  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  in  the 
cheapeft  and  mod  expeditious  manner  ;  and  that  this  Congrefs  will 
confirm  any  contracts  made  for  the  above  purpofe  : 

That  ten  tons  of  faltpetre  he  by  them  fent  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Living- 
fton's  mill,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  that  Mr.  Livingfton  be 
defired  to  manufacture  it  into  powder,  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  to 
enlarge  his  works,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  done  : 

That  ten  tons  of  faltpetre  be  alfo  by  them  fent  to  the  council  of 
the  colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have 
it  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and 
fent  to  general  Washington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion  for  the  county  of  Chefter,  to  aid  colonel  Wayne  in  procuring 
blankets  for  his  battalion. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  gentleman  was  arrived  from 
Canada,  who  had  matters  of  importance  to  communicate, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence  confer  with  him, 
and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdav,  February  13,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour 
of  John  Chapman,  for  the  fum  of  800  dollars,  to  difcharge  a  draft  of 
t,he  paymafter-general,  in  favour  of  William  Thomfon,  Efq;  dated 
the  28th  of  December  laft  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  paymafter-general. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,   were  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  the  10th;  and  one 
from  Meflrs.  Dayton  and  Barber,  of  the  12th  ;  and  one  from  cap- 
tain John  Nevill,  dated  Pittlburgh,  of  the  1ft  of  this  month;  and 
one  from  John  Gibfon,  dated  the  20th  of  January  laft. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  laft  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department : 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  confedera- 
tion the  two  former  letters. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  8000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers, in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  for  the  three  lower 
counties  on  Delaware,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifing  in  that 
government,   the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions  ; 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  troops  in  the  barracks 
near  Philadelphia,  with  wooden  bowls,  buckets,  and  other  nece {Va- 
ries. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
for  Pennfylvania,  in  cafe  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia  cannot 
contain  all  the  troops  raifed  in  faid  colony,  that  they  caufe  part  of 
them  to  be  quartered  in  the  peft-houfe  and  old  gaol  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
colonel  Bull,  for  the  fum  of  150  dollars,  to  defray  his  expenfes  in 
carrying  money  to  Cambridge,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Stacy  Hepburn,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

That  the  faid  petitioner  be  permitted  to  load  the  floop  Dolphin, 
with  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  (live  flock  and  lumber  for  mak- 
ing cafks  excepted)  and  to  tranfport  the  fame  to  Hifpaniola,  he 
promifing  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  remit  the  amount  of  faid 
cargo  in  military  (lores,  into  fome  port  of  this  continent,  as  foon 
as  poffible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  the  expor- 
tation of  naval  ftores,  brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  when  naval  ftores  fhall  be  wanted  in  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  the  afiembly,  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety 
of  fuch  colony,  may  entruft  a  proper  perfon  or  perfons  to  import  the 
fame,  taking  fufficient  fecurity  of  him  or  them,  that  they  will 
faithfully  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  import  the  fame  into  fuch 
port  or  ports  as  the  faid  affembly,  convention,  or  committee  of 
fafety  fhall  direft,  and,  as  much  as  poflible,  to  avoid  all  Britifh  men 
of  war  and  cutters  ;  giving  him  or  them,  a  certificate  or  certificates 
of  the  naval  ftores  wanted,  and  alfo  of  his  having  given  the  faid  fe- 
ennty  :  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  council 
of  fafety,  and  committees  of  obfervation  and  infpeclion  of  North- 
Care  Una,  upon  receiving  fuch  certificates,  to  permit  the  perfon  or 
perfons  producing  the  fame,  to  report  to  the  colony  applying  for 
the  fame,  the  naval  ftores  wanted  by  fuch  colony  : 

That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  faid  convention,  council 
of  fafety,  and  committees  of  infpeclion  and  obfervation  in  North- 
Carolina,  to  give  permiftion  to  fuch  veffels  as  may  have  arrived  in 
that  colony,  for  thofe  articles,  or  fuch  of  the  veffels  belonging  to 
that  colony,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  export  naval  ftores  to  any 
of  the  United  Colonies,  taking  fecurity  as  in  the  other  cafes  above- 
mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  fubfiftance  of  two  of  the  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  commence  from  the 
firft  day  of  November  laft;  from  which  time  they  have  been  in  ac- 
tual fervice. 

The  convention  of  Virginia  having  recommended  perfons  for 
field  officers  of  the  fix  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony, 
the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  election,  when, 
Patrick  Henry,  Eftr,   was  elected  colonel, 

William  Chriftian,   Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,  J-  of  the  firft  battalion. 
Frank  Eppes,   Efq;   major, 
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William  Woodford,  Efq;  colonel, 

Charles  Scott,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,  i-  of  the  2d  battalion. 

Alexander  Spotfwood,  Efq;  major, 

Hugh  Mercer,  Efq;  colonel, 

George  Weedon,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,       ^.  of  the  third  do. 

Thomas  MaHhall,  Efq;  major, 

Adam  Stephen,  Efq;  colonel, 

Ifaac  Read,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,  J.  of  the  fourth  do. 

Robert  Lawfon,  Efq;  major, 

William  Peachy,  Efq;  colonel, 

William  Crawford,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,  V  of  the  fifth  do. 

Jofiah  Parker,  Efq;  major, 

Mordecai  Buckner,  Efq;  colonel, 

Thomas  Elliot,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,  ^  of  the  fixth  do. 

James  Hendricks,  Efq;  major, 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  fill  up  commiffions  to  the  above  offi- 
cers, and  that  he  fend  blank  commiffions  to  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  be  by  them  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  them  in  the  faid  battalions,  under  the  rank  of  a  major. 
Resolved,  That  the  deputy  mufter  mafter-general  be  directed  to 
mufter  the  battalion  raifed  in  the  three  lower  counties  on  Dela- 
ware, and  alfo  thofe  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  make  return  to 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  in- 
to what  departments  the  middle  and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  be 
formed,  in  order  that  the  military  operations  of  the  colonies  may 
be  carried  on  in  a  regular  and  fyftematic  manner  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr. 
Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  fum  of  20,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  there,  the  convention  of  that 
colony  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  M'Kean  be  defired  to  requeft  the  committee 
of  infpection  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia, not  to  proceed  in  paffing  any  cenfures  on  the  venders,  and 
ufers  of  tea,  till  further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  detachments  marching  from  Philadelphia  to 
New-York,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Dickinfon,  be  allowed 
for  fubfiftance,  while  on  their  march,  the  fum  of  one  dollar,  and 
one-third  of  a  dollar  per  week  for  each  of  the  privates,  and  non-com- 
miifioned  officers  ;  and  that  the  commiffioned  officers  be  allowed 
in  proportion,  according  to  the  rations  allotted  to  them,  and  that 
they  receive  the  fame  pay  as  the  four  Pennfylvania  battalions,  from 
the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  the  beft  me- 
thod of  fubfifting  the  troops  in  New- York,  and  what  fum  of  money 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  fend  thither,  and  alfo  what  fum  ought  to  be 
advanced  to  colonel  Dickinfon. 
Vol.  II.  I 
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The  members  chofon,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  WiHbn  < 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Bernard  Romans,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  7 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  to  pay  Mr.  Bernard  Romans  up  to  the  9th  day  of  the  prefent 
month. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers,  in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb  (who  has  contracted  to  fupply 
colonel  Wayne's  battalion,  quartered  in  and  near  Chefter,  at  the  rate 
of  feven-nine,tieths  of  a  dollar  per  ration)  to  enable  him  to  execute 
his  contract,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants, 
of  the  United  Colonies,  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Gordon,  upon  giving  his  parole,  be  per- 
mitted, while  he  remains  in  town,  to  viiit  general  Prefcot  at  proper 
feafons. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

.^»o«*>— 

Wednesdat,  February   14,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  brafs  fix-pounders  at  New- York,  be- 
longing to  the  United  Colonies,  be  fent  to  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  there. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  read  ; 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  7th  of  this  month  ;  one  from 
general  Woofter  of  the  29th  of  January,  and  one  from  general  Ar- 
nold of  the  24th  of  faid  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Amboy,  dated  10th  of  this  month, 
was  read,  and  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Ware,  for  conducting  a  French  gentleman  from  Har- 
wick  townfhip,  in  Suffex  county,  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  13.2 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  by  fome  of  the  mafter-carpenters  employ- 
ed in  building  the  continental  frigates,  to  fome  members  of  this 
houfe,  informing,  that  about  fifty  of  their  journeymen  and  appren- 
tices had  engaged  as  volunteers  to  march  with  the  battalion  of  af- 
fociators  for  New- York,  and  that  their  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
was  fuch,  that  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  defift  by  any  arguments 
or  influence  of  faid  builders  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  the  faid  journeymen  and 
apprentices  is  highly  approved  of  by  Congrefs  ;  but,  neverthelefs, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  the  public  will  be  more  ef- 
fentially  ferved  by  their  continuing  at  work  on  the  faid  continental 
frigates  ;  and  that,  therefore,  all  the  carpenters,  journeymen,  and 
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apprentices,  employed  as  aforefaid,  be  requeued  to  remain  in  that 
fervice,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  other  affociators  will  complete  the 
number  wanted. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  conhderation  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  regulations 
and  reftriftions  under  which  the  ports  fhould  be  opened  after  the 
firft  day  of  March  next  ;  and,  after  fome  time  ipent  thereon,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  taken  into  conhderation  the  matter  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  consideration,  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  reftriAions  and  regulations  of  trade 
after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  committee  of  correfpondence,  who  were  ordered  to  confer 
with  the  gentleman  from  Canada,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  conhderation  thereof  be  referred  till  to-mor- 
row. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  beft  method  of  fubfifi> 
jng  the  troops  in  New- York,  laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  15,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ftand  of  arms  to  colonel  Maxwell,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the 
companies  of  his  battalion  as  want  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
immediately  proceed  to  Canada. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  the  convention  of 
New-Jerfey,  and  from  the  field  officers  of  the  third  battalion,  or- 
dered to  be  raifed  in  that  colony,  were  referred,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Heard  be  directed  to  furnifli  colonel  Dayton 
with  fuch  of  the  arms  lately  brought  from  Long-Ifland,  as  are  or 
may  be  made  fit  for  fervice,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  colonel  Dayton 
•may  defire  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Lowry  on  account  ; 
and  that  he  be  fully  authorized  to  procure  all  neceffaries  (except 
arms)  ordered  by  Congrefs,  for  the  three  battalions  raifed,  or  to  be 
raifed,  in  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  : 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  be 
allowed  from  the  continental  ftock,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  out  of 
which  they  are  to  re-pay  what  has  been  borrowed  from  Elizabeth- 
Town,  Somerfet,  Woodbridge,  and  Brunfwick  : 

That  to  the  fame'eonvention  or  committee  of  fafety,  be  advanced 
the  further  fum  of  5,000  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of  compleating 
the  three  battalions  there  with  arms,  which  they  are  defired  to  ac- 
complifh  with  all  pofhble  expedition. 

Resolved,  That  two  tons  of  the  powder,  belonging  to  the  conti- 
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nent,  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  in  that  colony. 

Sundry  letters  by  col.  Ritzema  being  received,   were  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  1 1th,  and  one  from  general 
Schuyler,  of  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  one  from  general  Woo- 
fler  of  the  27th  of  January: 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  the  letters  received  yefterday  were  referred,  and  that  the 
faid  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  colonel  Ritzema,  and  re- 
port to  Congrefs. 

Information  being  received  that  general  Clinton  was  gone  from 
New-York,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

The  Congrefs  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of 
the  aflbciators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  cheerful- 
ly offering  and  preparing  to  march,  in  order  to  affift  in  the  defence 
of  New-York  ;  but,  as  the  danger  which  occafioned  an  application 
for  their  fervice,  is  atprefent  over, 

Resolved,  That  their  march  to  New- York  be  fufpended. 

Resolved,  That  a  paymafter  be  appointed  for  the  troops  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  his  pay  be  50  dollars  per  month. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  Benjamin 
Harrifon,  jun.  of  Berkly,  was  chofen. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  (two  of  whom  to  be  mem- 
bers of  Congrefs)  be  appointed  to  repair  to  Canada,  there  to  purfue 
fuch  inftructions  as  {hall  be  given  them  by  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Dr.  Beniamin  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Chafe,  and 
Mr.  C.  Carroll,  of  Carrollton. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carroll  be  requeued  to  prevail  on  Mr.  John 
Carroll  to  accompany  the  committee  to  Canada,  to  afuft  them  in  fuch 
matters  as  they  fhall  think  ufeful  : 

That  this  Congrefs  will  make  provifion  to  defray  any  expenfes 
which  may  attend  this  meafure. 

Resolved,  That  eight  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  fent  to  Ca- 
nada, for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Richard  Smith,  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  fundry  perfons  in 
New-York  government,  to  captain  Rofs's  company  of  rifle- men,  the 
fum  of  28.8  dollars  : 

To  Michael  Connolly,  on  account  of  expenfes  in  bringing  the 
women  and  children  belonging  to  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from 
Efopus  to  Reading,  the  fum  of  1082.8  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Simes  on  account  of  expenfes  in  bringing  the  bag'- 
gage  of  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from  Walpack  to  Lancafter, 
and  feveral  other  fmall  expenfes,  the  fum  of  5  69  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  M'Enry,  for  800  canteen  ftraps,  the  fum  of  133-1 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
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The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New-York  of  the  3d  of  January,  and  the  letter  from  gover- 
nor Trumbull  of  the  6th  of  the  fame  month,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  farther  works  be  erected  on  Martler's  rock, 
but,  that  thofe  already  erected  there,  be  fupported  and  garrifoned : 

That  a  fafcine  battery,  to  mount  heavy  cannon,  not  exceeding 
eighteen  in  number,  to  be  thrown  up  on  the  Gravel  Hill,  eaftward  of 
Martler's  rock,  marked  in  the  draught  LL,  fo  as  to  command  the 
weft  point,  the  reach  down  the  river  from  the  weft  point,  and  part 
of  the  reach  up  the  river ;  and  that  a  convenient  road  be  opened 
from  this  battery  to  the  barracks  on  Martler's  rock  : 

That  a  redoubt  of  earth  and  fafcines  be  built  on  the  eminence  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  oppofite  to  the  weft  point  marked  in  the 
draught  A,  to  mount  thirty  guns  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New- York,  to  forward  the  battery  at  Pooplopen's  kill  ;  and 
that  the  faid  battery  be  made  of  earth  and  fafcines,  and  to  mount  a 
number  of  guns,  not  exceeding  forty  : 

That  fuch  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  ftationed 
at  the  aforefaid  places,  be  employed  in  erecting  thefe  works  and  bat- 
teries, under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New-York,  to  profecute  the  difcovery  of  the  lead  mine  at 
New  Canaan  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Jofeph  Hopkins  to 
the  general  affembly  of  Connecticut  refpecting  this  mine,  be  lent  to 
them. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftriclions  and  regulations 
of  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to  procure 
cannon,  be  directed  to  enquire  what  quantity  of  brafs  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  that  they  be  empowered  to  contract  for  the  fame. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   February    16,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  furnifh  co- 
lonel St.  Clair's  battalion  with  arms,  and  that  the  prefident  write 
to  colonel  St.  Clair,  and  direct  him  to  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence  in 
getting  his  battalion  ready,  and  to  march  the  companies,  one  at  a 
time,  as  faft  as  they  can  be  got  ready,  to  Canada,  with  all  pofiible 
expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  cannon 
wanted,   for  the   defence  of  the  colonies,  and    to  devife  ways  and 
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means  for  procuring  them,  &c.  brought  in  their  report,  which  waj 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confederation  the  pro- 
priety of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftricYions  and  regulations  of 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies  after  the  firft  of  March  next ;  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Csngrefs  will,  to-morrow  morning,  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftricYions 
and  regulations  of  trade  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Wafhington's  and  general 
Schuyler's  letters  were  referred,  laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  February  ]7,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfyl- 
vania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  colonel  James  Irvine,  of  the  fixth  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
be  authorized  and  empowered  to  purchafe  good  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
his  battalion,  the  price  of  the  fame  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of 
the  men. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  a  ftanding  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for  fu- 
perintending  the  treafury  : 

That  it  be  the  bufinefs  of  this  committee, 

To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers,  and,  from  time  to  time, 
report  to  Congrefs  the  ftate  of  the  treafury  : 

To  confidtr  of  ways  and  means  for  fupplying  gold  and  filver  for 
the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Canada  : 

To  employ  and  inftruct  proper  nerfons  for  liquidating  the  public 
accounts,  with  the  different  paymafters  and  commiffaries  in  the  con- 
tinental fervice,  and  the  conventions,  committees  of  fafety  and 
others  who  have  been  or  fhall  be  entrufted  with  the  public  money; 
and,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  the  ftate  of  fuch  accounts  to  Con- 
grefs : 

To  fuperintend  the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit  : 

To  obtain  from  the  different  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
United  Colonies,  accounts  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  each 
colony,  according  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  on  that  fubject. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  treafury  ; 
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Resolved,  That  a  farther  fum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  be  emit- 
ted on  the  fame  fecurity,  as  the  funis  heretofore  emitted  by  Con- 
grefs  have  been : 

That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  be  directed 
to  confiderthe  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,  in  which  it 
will  be  proper  to  emit  the  above  four  millions,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  into  what  departments  the 
middle  and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  be  divided,  brought  in. their 
report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  fundry  letters  from  brigadier-general 
Arnold,  brigadier-general  Woofter,  major-general  Schuyler,  and 
major-general  Lee,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  takert  into  conhderation  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Lee  be  directed  immediately  to 
repair  to  Canada,  and  take  command  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  that  province  : 

That  major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair,  as  foon  as 
his  health  will  permit,  to  New-York,  and  take  the  command  of 
the  forces,  and  conduit  the  military  operations  there  ;  and  that  the 
prefident  inform  him  by  exprefs  of  this  arrangement,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  led  to  it  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New- York,  to  fupply  general  Lee  with  a  quantity  of  fuitable 
cannon,  not  exceeding  twelve  ;  and  one  or  more  mortars,  if  to  be 
had,  with  balls,  fhells,  and  other  necefTaries,  for  the  fiege  or  affault 
of  Quebec  ;  and  that  they  affift  him  in  forwarding  the  fame  with 
all  poffible  expedition  : 

That  the  regiment  of  Canadians,  the  raifing  of  which  is  men- 
tioned in  brigadier-general  Arnold's  letter,  of  the  12th  of  January 
laft,  to  have  been  put  on  foot  by  him,  receive  the  fame  pay5  and  be 
fufaject  to  the  fame  regulations  as  the  other  forces  employed  in  Ca- 
nada, and  be  accounted  part  of  the  number  defigned  to  be  raifed 
for  that  fervice. 

That  the  appointment  of  captain 1 —  Renffelaer  to  be  deputy 

mufter  mafter-general  of  the  forces  in  Canada,  be  confirmed : 

That  the  appointment  of  John  Halfted,  Efq;  to  be  commiffary 
for  the  army  before  Quebec,  be  confirmed  : 

That  major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  have  provifions  ftor- 
ed  in  proper  places  near  Hudfon's  river,  between  Albany  and  the 
highlands,  to  fupply  fuch  troops  as  it  may  be  neceffary  to  call  out 
of  the  country  : 

That  the  offer  made  by  general  Schuyler  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
four  fhillings  per  day,  for  each  of  the  fleds  hired  to  forward  the 
Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey  forces  in  their  march  to  Canada,  be. 
complied  with  : 

That  the  officers  in  the  continental  armies  be  enjoined  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  diligence  in  preventing  every  kind  of  plunder  ;  and  that 
all  who  mail  offend  herein,  be  punifhed  according  to  the  ftiicleft 
difcipline  : 
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That  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  for  encouraging  fuilers,  to  attend 
the  army  in  Canada,  be  publifhed,  with  the  information  that  hofi- 
ery,  fhoes,  coarie  linens,  foap,  rum,  fugar,  and  wine,  are  much 
wanted  there  : 

That  a  few  artificers,  fuch  as  armourers,  fmiths,  carpenters,  har- 
nefs-makers  and  wheelwrights,  with  proper  perfons  to  fuperintend 
them,  be  forthwith  fent  to  Canada. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  that 
fuch  of  the  officers,  who  ferved  faithfully  in  Canada  the  lafi  cam- 
paign, as  are  willing  to  continue  there,  be  preferred,  in  the  new  le- 
vies of  the  colony  of  New- York,  to  others. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  chofen  to  prepare  in- 
ftruclions  for  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to  Canada. 

The  members  elected,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Tuefday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftrictions  and  regulations 
of  trade,  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  purchafe  fundry  ar- 
ticles of  cloathing  for  the  northern  army,  be  directed  to  contract 
for  good  flrong  fhoes  for  the  army  in  Canada. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  method  of  fubfifting  the  troops  in  New- York,  Sec. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  thirty-five  thoufand  dollars  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  defence  of  that  colo- 
ny ;  the  faid  convention  or  committee  of  fafety,  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  thereof;  and  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  for  the  above  fum,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  that  co- 
lony, who  are  directed  to  forward  the  fame  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty of  New- York,  to  contract  with  proper  perfons  for  fupplying  the 
faid  troops  with  the  rations  allowed  by  Congrefs,  and  with  fuel  and 
other  necefTaries,  on  the  mod  reafonable  terms  in  their  power. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

On  an  account  exhibited  by  the  committee  of  Frederic  county, 
Maryland,  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chafe,  and  W.  Paca,  Efqrs;  the  fum  of 
SGO.y  dollars  ;  of  which  268.4  being  for  rifles,  Sec.  furnifhed  cap- 
tain Creflbp's  company  of  riflemen,  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  faid 
company,  and  the  remainder  to  the  continent  : 

To  Nicholas  Hower,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  74.4  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  Hower. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  February  19,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  having  attended  the  oration 
delivered  in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers 
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and  foldiers  who  magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with  him,  in  main- 
taining the  principles  of  liberty. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  February  20,    1776; 

The  convention  of  New-Jerfey  having  made  a  new  choice  of  de- 
legates to  reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  three  of  faid  delegates 
attending,  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 
"  In  Provincial  Convention,  New-Jersey,  Brunswick,  \4tb  February, 

1776  : 

Resolved,  on  motion,  unanimoufly,  That  William  Livingfton, 
John  de  Hart,  Richard  Smith,  John  Cooper,  and  Jonathan  Dick- 
enfon  Sergeant,  El'qrs;  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  province  in 
the  continental  Congrefs,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  or  until  others 
mail  be  legally  appointed  in  their  Mead  ;  and  that  they,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree 
to  all  meafures  Avhich  fuch  Congrefs  mall  deem  neceflary  ;  and  this 
province  bind  themfelves  to  execute,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
all  refolutions  which  the  faid  Congrefs  may  adopt.  And  further, 
if  the  faid  Congrefs  fhall  think  neceffary  to  adjourn,  we  do  autho- 
rize our  faid  delegates  to  reprefent  and  aft  for  this  province,  in  any 
one  Congrefs  to  be  held  by  virtue  of  fuch  adjournments,  during  their 
delegation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

William  Paterson,  Secretary." 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  of  the  17th  inftant,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northumber- 
land, in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  with  fix  papers  therein  enclofed, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  :      Aifo, 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  near  Pittfburgh,  was  prefen- 
ted and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  above  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Pa- 
ca,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Lieutenant  Bralher,  who  had  the  orders  of  general  Schuyler  to 
conduft  a  number  of  Canadian  prifoners  to  New-Jerfey  or  Penn- 
fylvania, having  executed  his  orders,  laid  his  inftruftions  before  Con- 
grefs, which  were  read.  Alfo,  Mr.  Shallus,  quarter-mafter  of  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  having  had  orders  to  conduft  certain 
prifoners  down  from  Kingfton,  and  having  executed  his  orders,  laid 
his  inftruftions  before  Congrefs,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  pri- 
foneis. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
colonel  Maxwell,  or  order;  twenty  ftand  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his 
battalion,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  cannon  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  two  hundred  and  fifty   twelve  pounders,  fixtv. 

Vol.  II.  K 
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nine  pounders,  and  fixty-two  four  pounders,  be  purchafed  for  the 
ufe  of  thefe  colonies  : 

That  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  cannon, 
be  empowered  to  purchafe  or  contract;  for  making  the  fame  : 

That  a  new  member  be  added  to  that  committee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Michael  Connolly,  expenfes  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  the 
prifoners'  baggage  from  Bethlehem  to  Reading,  and  his  own  expen- 
fes four  days,  the  fum  of  ]  60  dollars. 

To  Richard  Howell,  for  tranfportation  of  powder  to  Burlington, 
the  fum  of  34i  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  march  with  hi* 
battalion  to  New- York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  there. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  two  prifoners  taken  at  Cham- 
blee,  and  who  had  leave  to  fray  at  Newark  in  the  province  of  New- 
Terfey,  on  condition  of  their  making  gun-locks,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  Colonies,  are  not  employed  in  that  work  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  two  prifoners  be  ordered  to  Philadelphia, 
and  put  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rittenhoufe,  to  carry  on  the 
above  bufmefs. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  cruantity  of  powder,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Colonies,  was  arrived  at  Brunfwick,  in  New-Jer- 

fey, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingfton, 
be  directed  to  forward  the  faid  powder,  under  a  guard,  with  all  pof- 
fible  expidition,  to  general  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
under  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
M.  la  Juneffe,  for  the  fum  of  250  dollars,  for  his  fervices  in  behalf 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  February  21,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  . ' '  Shallus,  for  his  expenfes  in  conducting  prifoners' 

from  Albany  to  Trenton,  the  fum  of  17-|  dollars  : 

To  Cafpar  Shaaf,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  104  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chafe  and  W.  Paca,  Efqrs^ 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  10th  and  13th  in- 
ftant,  being  received,  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committ  ~e  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Karrifon,  and  Mr.-S. 
Adam-;. 

.  A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  of  the 
20th  iniYant,  refpecVing  the  prifoners  at  Lancalter,  was  read  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee   on  the 

prifoners. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 

fider  the    numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,   Sec.  brought  in 

their  report,  which  was  confidered  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  four   millions  of  dollars,  now  to  be  emitted,  confift  of 

the  following  denominations  : 

600,000  of  one-fixth  of  a  dollar.  100,000 

600,000   of  one-third  do.  -  200,000 

600,000  of  one-half  do.  -  500,000 

600,000  of  two-thirds  do.  -  400,000 

130.436  of  one  dollar.  -  -  130,436 

130.437  of  two  do.  -  -  260,874 
130,436  of  three  do.  -  -  391,308 
130,435   of  four  do.          -                   -  521,740 

65,217   of  five  do.  -  -  326,085 

65,217   of  fix  do.  -  -  391,302 

65,217   of  feven  do.  -  -  456,519 

65,217   of  eight  do.  -  -  521,736 
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That  the  plates  engraved   for  the  two  former  emiinons,  be  ufed 
in  the  new  emiffion  of  the  bills  from  one  to  eight  dollars  inclufive, 
and  that  thofe  bills  be  expreffed  in  the  following  words  : 
No.  Dollars. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled 

dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,    according  to  a  re- 
folution of  Gongrefs,  patted  at  Philadelphia,  February  17,  1776. 

That  the  faid  bills  be  figned  by  two  ligners,  and  each  different 
denomination  numbered  from  No.   1 .  progreffively  : 

That  one  plate  with  proper  devices  be  engraved  for  the  fmaller 
bills  now  to  be  emitted,  under  the  value  of  one  dollar  : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 

One  of  a  dollar,  according  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs, 

parTed  at  Philadelphia,  February  17,  1776. 

That  each  of  thefe  bills  be  figned  by  one  figner  only,  and  that 
each  different  denomination  be  numbered  from  No.  1.  progrefiive- 
ly  as  aforefaid  : 

That  Michael  Hillegas,  Richard  Bache,  and  Stephen  Pafchall, 
Efqrs;  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  infpecl:  the  pre  Is  : 

That  before  they  enter  upon  their  office,  they  fhall  refpe&ively 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  adminiftered  to  them  by  any  ma- 
giftrate,  "  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  repofed  in  them 
by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  as  infpeftors  of  the  prefs,  according  to 
the  beft  of  their  fkill  and  judgment."  A  certificate  of  which  oath, 
or  affirmation,  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  committee  on  the  treafury  : 

That  each  of  the  faid  infpeCtors  refpectively,  fhall  be  allowed 
two  dollars  a-day  for  their  fervices,  while  they  fhall  be  employed  in 
jnfpe cling  the  prefs,  in  the  execution  of  the  faid  truft. 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  treafury,  be  directed  to 
have  the  foregoing-  refolutions  carried  into  execution  with  all  con- 
venient difpatch. 

The  committee  for  receiving  the  applications  for  offices  in  the 
continental  army,  reported,  that  they  have  nominated  Mr.  Lewis 
Durham,  for  furgcon  to  the  third  battalion  now  raifing  in  the  co- 
lony of  New-Jerfey,  and  recommend  him  to  the  Congrefs  for  ap- 
pointment to  the  faid  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  agreed  to,  and  that  a  commiffion 
be  granted  to  Mr.  Lewis  Durham  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  February  22,    1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  both  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  being  received  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

Accordingly,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  letters  juft  received  from 
general  Wafhington,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
confideration  the  letters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to 
a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  letters  from  general  Wafhington. 

Information  being  given  by  a  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  that 
the  regiment  of  militia,  ordered  by  the  convention  of  that  colony 
to  march  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
folve of  Congrefs  of  the  12th  inftant,  wanted  arms,  with  which 
they  could  not  be  furnifhed,  unlefs  the  Congrefs  would  fupply  them 
out  of  the  public  ftock  ;  the  Congrefs  took  this  matter  into  confi- 
deration, and  being  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  fpare 
the  public  arms,  which  are  wanted,  for  the  battalions  raifing  in  the 
continental  fervice, 

Resolved,  That  the  march  of  the  faid  battalion  of  militia  be 
countermanded. 

Resolved,  That  orders  iffue  to  quicken  colonel  Wayne  in  get- 
ting his  battalion  ready ;  and  that,  as  faft  as  he  can  get  a  company 
properly  equipped,  he  caufe  it  immediately  to  march  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  directed  to  write  to  the  con- 
vention of  New- York,  and  den  re  them  to  inform  Congrefs,  what 
progrefs  they  have  made  in  raifing  the  four  battalions  recommend- 
ed to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  for  the  defence  of  the  fame, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  February  23,    1776. 
Colonel  Braxton,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attending,  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read,   as  follows  : 
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«  Virginia,  in  Convention,  December    15,    1775. 

The  convention,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  a  dogate  to  repreil-nt  this  colony  in  the 
general  Gongrefs,  in  the  room  of  the  late  hon.  Peyton  Randolph, 
Efq;  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of 
the  delegate  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into  the  ballot-box, 
Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr. 
William  Cabel,  and  Mr.  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on  whom  the  ma- 
jority fell  ;  and,  it  appearing,  from  their  report,  that  there  was  a 
majority  of  the  whole  convention  in  favour  of  Carter  Braxton,  Efq; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  faid  Carter  Braxton,  Efq;  be  ap- 
pointed a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  room  of  the  late 
hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq; 

A  copy,  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  the  convention." 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  return  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  the  arms  borrowed  of  them 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Francis  Daymon,  for  tranflating  into  French  the  rules  and 
articles  for  the  better  regulating  the  continental  troops,  the  fum 
of  13^  dollars  : 

To  Monf.  Mefplet,  for  printing  the  military  rules,  and  French 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  the  fum  of  44  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Harrifon,  for  expenfes  of  himfelf,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 
Allen,  on  their  journey  to  New-York,  the  fum  of  150.9  dollars  : 

To  Jeremiah  Traxler,  for  provifions,  Etc.  for  Indians  who  were 
in  Philadelphia  in  December  laft,  the  fum  of  40.8  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Kachlein  : 

To  fundry  perfons  for  rifles  furnifhed  captain  Morgan's  com- 
pany, the  fum  of  1 18.3  dollars,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  colonel 
Nelfon,  and  charged  to  the  faid  company  : 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  fhot-pouches,  powder-horns,  and  bullet- 
moulds,  purchafed  by  him  for  the  Canada  regiment,  the  fum  of 
1 169.3  dollars  : 

To  fundry  perfons  for  blankets  fupplied  captain  Price's  company, 
the  fum  of  32.9  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
George  Read,  Efq; 

To  captain  Little,  for  provifions  for  guards  attending  captain 
Campbell,  the  fum  of  9.5  dollars  : 

To  Chriftian  Rhorbeck,  for  neceffaries  furnimed  to  feveral  pri- 
foners  of  the  7th  and  26th  regiments,  the  fum  of  9.4  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel : 

To  Henry  Shits,  for  rifles,  Sec.  furnifhed  to  captain  Stevenfon's 
Company,  the  fum  of  7S.6  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company  : 

To  Abraham  Ebrafher,  for  attending;  feveral  French  nobleffe, 
from  Albany  to  Briftol,  the  fum  of  32  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  ccntracl  for 


72  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

the  making  of  muikets  and  bayonets  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  to  conhder  of  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting 
and  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  fire  arms  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  Mr.  Chriftopher  Liffingwell,  dated 
the  29th  November,  1775,  with  fundry  papers  relating  to  the  cargo 
of  the  brig  Nancy,  b?  referred  to  a    committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procuring  arms  and  ammunition,  to  export  the  produce  of 
thefe  colonies,  equal  to  the  amount  of  that  by  them  exported  in  two 
veffels  lately  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  for  fuperintending  the  treafury, 
be  authorized  to  employ  one  or  more  clerks  for  ftating,  keeping, 
and  liquidating  the  public  accounts,  under  their  direction,  and  to 
provide  books  and  a  fuitable  office  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  they  have  power  to  call  upon  the  different  committees  of 
Congrefs,  affemblies,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety, 
continental  officers,  and  private  perfons,  who  have  been  or  mall  be 
entrufted  with  public  money,  for  their  accounts  and  vouchers,  and 
for  fuch  other  materials  and  information,  as  the  faid  committee 
on  the  treafury  {hall  judge  to  be  ufeful,  in  ftating,  checking  and 
auditing  the  public  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, councils,  or  committees  of  fafety,  and  committees  of  cor- 
refpondence  and  infpection  in  the  United  Colonies,  exert  them- 
felves,  in  devifing  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  encou- 
raging the  manufacture  of  faltpetre,  and  of  introducing  that  manu- 
facture into  private  families  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conventions  in  the 
United  Colonies,  that  they  immediately  eflablifh  public  works  in 
each  and  every  county,  in  their  refpective  colonies,  at  the  expenfe 
of  fuch  colonies,  for  the  manufacture  of  faltpetre,  and  appoint 
committees  of  their  own  members  immediately  to  fct  up  fuch  manu- 
factures : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conventions,  coun- 
cils, or  committees  of  fafety,  of  every  colony,  forthwith  to  erect 
powder-mills  in  their  respective  colonies,  and  appoint  committees  to 
build  fuch  mills,  and  procure  perfons  well  {killed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  powder,  at  the  expenfe  of  fuch  colonies  : 

That  a  committee  of  this  Congrefs,  to  confift  of  one  member 
from  each  colony,  be  appointed  to  confider  of  further  ways  and 
means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  manufactures  of  faltpetre, 
fulphur  and  gun-powder  in  thefe  colonies,  and  to  correfpond  with 
the  feveral  affemblies  and  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees 
of  fafety  in  the  feveral  colonies,  that  Congrefs  may  be,  from  time 
to  time,  truly  informed  of  the  progrefs  made  in  thefe  manufactures. 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Humphreys, 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge, 
and  Mr.  Bullock. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  refolutions  refpecYing  faltpetre,  8cc.  be 
publilhed. 

It  being  reprefented  that  captain  Harman  has  enlifted  into  his 
company,  and  carried  with  him  to  Canada,  thirteen  fervants,  with- 
out the  confent  of  their  mailers  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  in- 
to this  matter,  and  to  report  to  Congrefs. 
•    The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Wythe. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  let- 
ters from  general  Wafhington,  8cc. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday  February  26,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee, dated  22d  inftant,  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  L. 
Morris. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  fum  of  6000  dollars,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  petition  from  lieutenant  Jocelyn  Feltham,  of  the  26th  regi- 
ment, who  was  taken  prifoner  at  Ticonderoga,  was  prefented  and 
read,  praying  leave  to  go  to  Europe  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted. 

A  reprefentation  from  the  committee  of  infpeftion  and  obferva- 
tion of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  veflels  loa- 
ded for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  Weft-Indies,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  veffel  loaded  for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or 
the  Britifh  Weft-Indies,  be  permitted  to  fail  until  the  further  order 
of  Congrefs ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  commit- 
tees of  infpedlion  and  obfervation,  to  fee  that  this  refolution  be  car- 
ried into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  publifhed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  the  numbers  and  circumftances  of  the  permits,  and  the  def- 
tination  of  the  veftels,  to  which  fuch  permits  have  been  granted, 
for  exporting  the  produce  of  the  colonies,  in  confequence  of  the 
importation  of  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores  ;  and  that  the  repre- 
fentation of  the  committee  of  inflection  and  obfervation  for  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  this  fubjeft,  be  referred  to  the 
faid  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Livingfton,<  and  Mr.  Wythe. 
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A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- Jerfey,  dated  February  24th, 
was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
the  letter  from  general  Lee,  was  this  morning  committed. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  fum  of  twenty-two  thoufand 
dollars,  to  be  by  them  exchanged  for  gold  and  filver,  and  paid  back 
into  their  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday   February  27,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  Monfieur  Regonville  be  permitted  to  go  to  Brif- 
tol,  and  fpend  a  week  with  his  relations  there  ;  and  that,  after  that, 
he  return  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  100  dollars  be  paid  to  Monfieur 
Dugan,  for  his  fervices  in  the  caufe  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Ca- 
nada, and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  Colonies  in  that  province,  to  advance  him  to 
a  port  in  the  army,  fuitable  to  his  merit  and  fervices. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Chriftopher  Leffing- 
well  and  others,  concerning  the  brigantine  Nancy,  commanded  by 
Thomas  Davis,  and  her  cargo,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port ;  which,  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  cafe  of  the  faid  brigantine  and  cargo,  pertain- 
eth  to  the  judicature  eftablifhed  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut  for 
hearing  and  determining  matters  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  into  what  departments  the  middle 
and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  be  formed, 

Resolved,  That  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  low- 
er counties  on  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  be  put  into  one  depart- 
ment, under  the  command  of  the  major-general,  and  two  brigadiers- 
general  with  proper  ftaff: 

That  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
be  put  into  one  other  department,  under  the  command  of  one  ma- 
jor-general, and  three  brigadiers-general  with  proper  ftaff : 

That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  the  election  of  the  majors-gene- 
ral, brigadiers-general,  andftaff-ofHcers  in  the  foregoing  departments. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  to  have  the  cargo  of  the  tranfport  Blue-Mountain  Valley 
landed,  and  fecured  in  fome  fafe  place,  till  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  February  28,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  general  Lee  be  directed  not  to  proceed  to  Cana- 
da, until  he  receive  further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Lee  and  the 
convention  of  Nev-Jerfe\\  were  referred,  brought  in  their  reportf 
which  was  read  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  repay  to  the 
delegates  of  North-Carolina,  the  four  hundred  weight  of  powder 
borrowed  of  that  colony. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;   and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  and  obfervation,  for 
the  county  of  Berks,  in  Pennfylvania,  be  authorized  and  requefted, 
to  contract,  upon  reafonable  terms,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  fuch  of  the 
prifoners  now  in  Reading,  as  are  not  fuppliedby  Mr.  Franks,  toge- 
ther with  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  all  the  prifoners 
there,  and  for  fupplying  them  with  fire-wood  and  other  things  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  their  fupport : 

That  the  committees  of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  for  the  coun- 
ties, diftri&s,  or  towns  affigned  for  the  refidence  of  prifoners,  be 
empowered  to  fuperintend  their  conduct,  and,  in  cafes  of  grofs  mif- 
behaviour,  to  confine  them,  and  report  to  Congrefs  the  proceedings 
had  on  fuch  occafions. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolve  be  publifhed. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  agree- 
able to  the  offer  made  by  them  of  their  fervice,  of  which  Congrefs 
have  a  proper  fenfe,  be  authorized  to  diftribute  the  officers,  who  are 
prifoners  in  Lancafter,  in  fuch  places  within  the  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania, as  to  that  committee  fhall  feem  moft  proper  ;  taking  their 
parole,  which,  if  they  refufe  to  give,  the  faid  committee  are  em- 
powered and  direfted  to  confine  them  ;  and  that  in  executing  this 
refolve,  the  faid  committee  have  regard  to  the  refolutions  hereto- 
fore made  by  Congrefs,  withrefpect  to  prifoners  and  their  refidence. 

A  petition  of  Anthony  Marmajou,  mafter  and  owner  of  the  brig 
Little-Polly,  .of  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read  ;    whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monfieur  Marmajou  be  permitted  to  load  %he 
brigantine  Little-Polly,  in  which  he  imported  a  fmall  quantity  of 
powder  and  arms,  with  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies  (horned  cat- 
tle, fheep,  hogs,  poultry,  and  lumber  for  making  cafks  excepted) 
and  export  the  fame  to  Martinique  ;  and  that  the  faid  Anthony 
Marmajou  do  take  very  poffible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britifii  men 
of  war  and  cutters  on  his  voyage  ;  and  that  he  ufe  his  utrnoft  en- 
deavours to  import  into  thefe  colonies  the  powder  and  arms  men- 
tioned in  his  petition. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  for  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated 
the  10th  and  13th  of  February,  and  the  papers  there  mentioned, 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fteel  be  fent  to  general 
Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany,  for  the  armourers 
and  the  blackfmiths  who  are  appointed  to  go  and  work  for  the  In- 
dians, and  that  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  be  defired  to  provide 
and  forward  the  fame  : 

That  an  account  of  the  money  paid  to  the  Pennfylvania  troops, 
who  have  marched  to  Canada,  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler  : 

That  the  deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq; 
be  directed  to  repair  to  his  poft  forthwith  in  the  northern  army  in 
Canada,  and  that  he  mufter  the  troops  once  in  every  month,  and 
make  returns  to  Congrefs  and  the  commanding  officer : 

That  the  orders  given  by  general  Schuyler,  in  his  letter  of  the 
12th  inftant,  to  lieutenant-colonel  Warner,  be  approved. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

tm  o<—— 

Thussdat,  February  29,    1776. 

The  colony  of  New-Hampihire  having  appointed  delegates  for 
the  prefent  year,  William  Whipple,  Efq;  one  of  the  faid  delegates, 
attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which 
were  read  as  follows  : 

"  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
January  23,  1776. 
"  Voted,  That  Jofiah  Bartlett,  John  Langdon,  and  William 
Whipple,  Efqrs;  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  delegates  to  repre- 
fent  this  colony  in  the  continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  this  time,  any  one  of  them  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  others  to  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this  colony,  and 
that  not  more  than  two  of  them  attend  at  one  time.  Sent  up  for 
concurrence.  P.  White,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  eodem  die. 
Read  and  concurred.  E.  Thompson,  Secretaryt 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  Council, 
Atteft,  E.  Thompson,  Secretary." 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  let- 
ter from  lord  Drummond  to  general  Robinfon,  and  fundry  other 
papers,  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  let- 
ter from  general  Waihington  of  the  9th  inftant,  and  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  after  the  1ft  of  March  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee, not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
letter  from  general  Waihington,  and  the  trade  of  the  colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday,   March  1,   1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Hampfhire,  with 
a  petition  from  the  laid  colony,  and  l'undry  other  papers,  were  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  being  prefented,  was 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr. 
Paca. 

A  letter  from  J.  Meafe,  commifTary,  with  fundry  queries,  to  which 
he  requefts  the  anfwers  of  Congrefs,  that  he  may  know  how  to  con- 
duct the  bulinefs  entrufted  to  him,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  having  tranfmitted 
to  Congrefs  a  ftate  of  the  accounts  of  their  colony  againft  the  con- 
tinent, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  liquidation  to  the  com- 
mittee of  claims. 

Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  34  dollars  a  month  he  added  to 
the  pay  of  Joieph  Reed,  Efq;  fecretary  to  general  Wafhington,  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  fen  ices  at  prefent  attending  that 
office,  by  reafon  of  the  general's  direction  of  the  naval  department. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  letter  of 
general  Wafhington,  of  the  14th,  with  the  papers  enclofed. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  treat  with 
the  owners  of  fome  medicines  lately  imported,  and  to  purchafe  the 
fame  on  the  moft  reafonable  terms  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Lee  be  appointed  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  continental  forces  in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  fix'  brigadier-generals, 
and  the  ballots  being  delivered  in  and  examined,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chofen  : 

John  Armftrong,  Efq; 

William  Thompfon,  Efq; 

Andrew  Lewis,  Efq; 

James  Moore,  Efq; 

The  right  honorable  William,  earl  of  Stirling. 

Robert  Howe,  Efq; 

Resolved,  That  bigadier-general  Armftrong  be  directed  to  repair 
to  South-Carolina,  brigadiers  Lewis,  and  Howe  to  Virginia,  and 
brigadier  Moore  to  North-Carolinaj  and  to   take  the  command  ot 
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the  forces  in  thofe  refpective  colonies,  until  they  receive  further 
orders  from  Congrefs  or  a  fuperior  officer. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Thompfon  be  directed  to  repair 
to  New-York. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDJir,  March  4,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alfop  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  abfent,  and  Mr. 
Whipple  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  de fires  to  be  excufed 
from  that  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  any  Handing  member 
of  the  committee  of  claims,  the  delegates  of  the  colony  to  which  he 
belongs,  be  empowered  to  nominate  one  of  their  number  to  ac\  in 
the  ftead  of  the  abfent  member,  till  his  return. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  28th  February, 
enclofing  a  recommendation  of  gentlemen  for  field-officers  of  the 
four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  he  referrred  for  confideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

A  memorial  from  fundry  merchants  of  Montreal,  refpecting  the 
Indian  trade  : 

A  refolution  of  the  committee  of  infpedtion  for  the  county  of 
Accomac  : 

Two  letters  from  brigadier-general  Woofter  of  the  1 1th  and  1 3th 
February,  with  feven  pnpers  enclofed  : 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Arnold,  one  of  the  1ft,  and  the  other 
of  the  12th  of  February  : 

Four  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  15th,  20th,  21ft,  and  23d 
of  the  fame  month  : 

One  from  general  Lee  of  the  29th. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  8th  : 

And  one  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  from  the  merchants^  of  Montreal 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

That  the  refolution  from  the  committee  of  Accomac,  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  : 

That  the  letters  from  major-generals  Lee  and  Schuyler,  and 
from  brigadier-generals  Woofter  and  Arnold,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftructions  for  the  commiffioners 
going  to  Canada. 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  number  and 
circumftances  of  the  permits  granted  for  exporting  produce,  &c. 
brought  in  their  report,  Avhich  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  where- 
upon. 
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Resolved,  That  the  reftraint  be  taken  off,  which,  by  a  refolve  of 
the  26th  of  lail  month,  was  laid  upon  velfels  loading  or  loaded  with 
produce  for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Bntiih  Well-Indies,  in 
confequence  of  permiihons  granted  for  arms  and  ammunition,  im- 
ported into  thefe  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed,  with  all  poffible 
expedition,  to  fend,  under  a  guard,  ten  tons  of  powder  to  Cambridge, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Wafliington, 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  memorial  from  fundry  inhabitants 
of  Northumberland,  and  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  near  Pittf- 
burgh,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Beletre,  major  Longeuil,  and  captain 
Lotbiniere,  three  of  the  Canadian  prifoners  who  are  at  Briftol,  in 
Pennfylvania,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  confer  with 
the  committee  on  prifoners. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,   March   5,    1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  26th  and  27th  of 
February,  with  four  papers  enclofed,  among  which  was  a  letter  from 
James  Deane  to  general  Schuyler,  of  the  24th  of  the  fame  month, 
were  received  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  James  Deane  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livir.gfton. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  &c. 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  As  the  faid  memorial  relates  merely  to  difputes  be- 
tween the  memorialifts  and  other  inhabitants  of  faid  county,  and  to 
complaints  againft  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county,  and  as  the 
common  courts  of  judicature, and  efpecially  the  legislature  of  the  colo- 
ny of  Pennfylvania,  are  altogether  competent  for  remedying  the  grie- 
vancies  complained  of,  that  the  faid  memorial  with  the  papers  there- 
with delivered,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  afTembly  of  faid  colony. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafliington  of  the 
14th  of  February,  and  the  papers  enclofed,  and  after  fome  time  the 
prcfident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  letter  and  papers  to 
them  referred,  but  have  come  to  no  refolution  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington,  fo  far  as  it 
has  not  been  coniidered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  his  other  letters  of  the  24th  and  30th  of 
January  were  referred. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesdat,  March  6,    1776. 

Aletter  from  gen. Warning-ton,  of  the  26th  of  February, was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  other 
letters  are  referred. 

A  letter  from  J.  Palmer,  enclofing  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
general  alVembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  refpecting  lead,  was  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  31ft  of  July  laft, 
to  enquire  in  all  the  colonies  after  virgin-lead,  leaden-ore,  and  the 
beft  method  of  collecting,  fmelting,  and  refining  it,  and  alfo  the 
cheapeft  and  eafieft  methods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  colonies,  be 
difcharged,  and  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  committee  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  2  3d  of  February  laft,  to  conlider 
of  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  ma- 
nufacture of  faltpetre,  Sec. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Palmer,  with  the  enclofed  re- 
port, be  referred  to  the  1  aft-mentioned  committee. 

A  letter  from  general  Walhington  dated  18th  and  2 1ft  of  Febru- 
ary laft,  enclofing  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war,  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Thomas  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  forces  in  Canada,  and  that  general  Walhington  be  direc- 
ted to  order  him  immediately  to  repair  to  that  province. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Thomas  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  a  major-general,  and  that  a  commiiTion  be  lent  to  him  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  acquaint  general  Walhington  by  ex- 
prefs  of  this  arrangement. 

Resolved,  As  fund  v  members  of  the  marine  committee  are  ab- 
fent,  that  their  places  be  fupplied  by  Mr.  Huntington  for  Connec- 
ticut, Mr.  Sergeant  for  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Harrifon  for  Virginia, 
and  Mr.   E.  Rutledge  for  South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committ.-e  be  directed  to  fend  five  tons 
of  powder  to  New-York  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  there, 
and  five  tons  of  powder  to  the  fouthern  department  for  the  ufe  of 
the  troops  in  laid  department  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  return  to  the  colony  of 
Marvland  the  powder  borrowed  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  to  the  colo- 
ny of  New- York,  and  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penniyl  vania,  the 
powder  borrowed  of  them  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
the  Delaware  government,  one  ton  of  powder,  for  which  they  are  to 
be  accountable,  and  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey,  one  ton  of  pow- 
der,  for  which  that  colony  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Schuyler,  that  the 
Congrefs  judge  it  neceffary  he  fhould  remain  at  Albany  to  make  the 
proper  arrangements  reflecting  the  army  deftined  for  Canada,  and 
therefore  that  he  eftabliih  his  head  quarters  at  Albany  until  further 
orders. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Bullet,  Efq;  be  appointed  deputy  adju- 
tant-general in  the  fouthern  department,  with  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  Wayne  the  arms  in  their  poffeffion,  for  the  life  of  his  batta- 
lion, retaining  fo  many  as  will  be  neceffary  for  the  guard  that  is  to 
attend  the  powder  to  Cambridge. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,    March  7,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Walhington  of  the  29th  of  February,  and 
a.  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  23d  of  the  fame-month,  were 
received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut, 
in  part  of  the  money  advanced  by  faid  colony,  on  account  of  the 
Continent;  and  that  the  faid  colony  be  defired  to  fend  forward  their 
accounts,  with  proper  vouchers,  in  order  for  liquidation  and  pay- 
ment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed,  that  Ifaac  Melchior,  on  the  even- 
ing of  Saturday  laft,  treated  the  prefident  of  this  Congrefs  with 
great  rudenefs,  and  made  ufe  of  feveral  difrefpeclful  and  contemp- 
tuous exprcflions  towards  him  and  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered, .  That  the  faid  Ifaac  Melchior  attend  the  Congrefs  to- 
morrow morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Hand,  Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colonel 
of  the  battalion  of  riflemen  in  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and  James 
Chambers,  Efq;   to  be  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  fame. 

That  Wilbam  Winds,  Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colonel  of  the  fi if l 
New-Jerfey  battalion,  and  that  Matthias  Ogden,  Efq;  be  appoint- 
ed lieutenant-colonel  of  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to 
fupply  the  firft  and  third  New-Jerfey  battalions  with  proper  medi- 
cine-chefts  and  inftruments. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  with  affidavits,  relative  to  the  capture 
of  the  Amboy  packet-boat,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  let- 
ters from  general  Washington  were  referred. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  New-Hampfliire  was  referred,  brought  in  their  -report,  which 
was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  printing  the  continental  bills  of  credit, 
the  fum  of  1735.4  dollars  : 

To  Frederick  Becking,  for  102  reams  of  paper  for  the  continen- 
tal bills  of  credit,  th?  fum  of  707.2  dollars  : 

To  the  eftate  of  David  Hall,  deceafed,  for  ftationary  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  50.6  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  tor  twenty  cords  of  wood,  the  fum  of  eighty 
dollars  : 

To  Wallore  Meng,  for  canteen  ftraps,  the  fum  of  84.3  dollars: 
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To  Jared  Tracey,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Cam- 
bridge, the  fum  of  36  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Jofiah  Bartlett,  Efq; 

To  fundries  on  certificates  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  rifle 
companies,  the  fum  of  35.3  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq; 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  feveral  prifoners  taken  from  on 
board  the  Rebecca  and  Ann,  the  fum  of  54.7  dollars : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  637.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  the  field  offi- 
cers for  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of 
New- York,  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  March  8,   1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 

election  of  field-officers  of  the  four  battalions,  ordered  to  be  raifed 

in  the  colony  of  New-York,  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony,  and 

the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen  : 

Alexander  M'Dougal,  Efq;  colonel  "J 

Herman  Zedwitz,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel     L  of  the  1ft  battalion. 

Jofeph  Benedict,  Efq;   major  J 

James  Clinton,  Efq;  colonel  \ 

Henry  B.  Livingfton,  Efq;  lieut.  colonel       s.  of  the  2d  ditto. 

Peter  P.  Schuyler,  Efq;  major  J 

Frederick  Wiefenfels,  lieut.  colonel  }     c  ..     „  i  ,.  . 

_  ,      „.  n         ._,,  '.  J-  of  the  3d  ditto. 

John  rimer,  iMq;  major  3 

Cornelius  D.  Wyncoop,  Efq  ;  colonel  1 

Philip  Courtlandt,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel    v  of  the  4th  ditto. 

John  Nicholfon,  Efq;  major  J 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Melchior  was  attending 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  yefterday  : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Melchior  appearing,  the  particulars  of  the  charge  were  re- 
peated to  him,  and  on  his  alluring  the  houfe  of  his  not  remembering 
his  having  behaved  with  the  difrefpect  mentioned,  owing  to  the  par- 
ticular circumftances  he  happened  to  be  under,  and  afking  pardon 
of  the  Congrefs  and  pre  fide  nt  for  his  indecent  behaviour, 

Ordered,  That  in  confideration  of  Mr.  Melchior's  former  fer- 
vices,  and  his  prefent  conceffions,  he  be  difmiffed  from  farther  at- 
tendance. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  major-general  Schuy- 
ler, brigadier-general  Woofter,  and  brigadier-general  Arnold  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the   commiflioners  appointed  to  go  to   Canada, 
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he  defired  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  imprifonment  of  the  offi- 
cers of  militia,  in  that  country  and  others,  and  take  iuch  meafures 
in  concert  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  continental  forces 
there,  for  their  enlargement  or  confinement,  as  are  confiftent  with 
the  principles  of  juilice,  and  the  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  the  proviiions  made  by  general  Lee  and  general  Schuyler 
to  fupply  the  army  in  Canada  with  pork,  the  direction  given  by 
general  Lee  to  have  wheat  ground  into  flour  for  their  ufe,  and  his 
contract  with  the  company  of  carpenters,  be  approved  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Peter  Zabrifkie,  of  Hackinfack,  be  employed  to  tranfport  the 
pork,  to  be  procured  in  New-Jerfey,  to  Hudfon's  River,  according 
to  general  Schuyler's  defire. 

That  when  the  articles  fpecified,  in  the  rations  allowed  to  the 
prifoners  of  war,  cannot  be  procured,  theperfons  who  fupply  them 
with  other  provifions,  be  entitled  to  eight-pence,  New-York  cur- 
rency, or  one-twelfth  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  every  prifoner  : 

That  Indians  be  not  employed  as  foldiers  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  Colonies,  before  the  tribes  to  which  they  belong,  fhall,  in  a 
national  council,  held  in  the  cuftomary  manner,  have  contented 
thereunto,  nor  then,  without  exprefs  approbation  of  Congrefs. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  provide  fnch  a  number  of 
batteaus  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  as  fhall  be  fufficient  for  it. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  purchafe  the  cloth,  which 
Mr.  Henry,  of  Albany,  hath  for  tents. 

That  the  committee  of  infpection  and  obfervation  for  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  defired  to  collect  all  the  gold  and 
filver  coin  they  can,  to  be  exchanged  for  continental  bills  of  credit, 
for  the  fervice  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  and 
report  the  beft  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada 
with  provifions  and  neceffaries  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  L. 
Morris. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars,  be  drawn  on  the- 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
making  of  mufkets,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Hazen,  of  the  18th  of  February  laft,  in- 
clofing  an  account  and  eftimate  of  the  loffes  he  has  fuftained,  was 
received,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  who  are  dire&ed  to  ex- 
amine the  faid  account,  and  report  upon  the  feveral  articles. 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  the  2d,  and  a  letter  from 
general  Lee,  of  the  5th,  being  received,  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sa-Turdat,  March  9,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Wafhington,  defir- 
sng  him  to  lead  captain  Connor,  of  the  rifle  battalion,  to  Philadel- 
Vol.  II.  M 
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phia,  the  Congrefs  having-  occafion  to  employ  him  in  the  fouthem 
department. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  iRftrucYions  for  the  commif- 
fioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Stephen  Decatur,  mafter  of  the  fchoo- 
ner  L'Efperience,  and  one  from  John  Baptiflo  Hugonence,  mafter 
of  the  Tartar  the  Marc  Anthony,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read,  praying  leave  to  export  certain  fpecies  of  produce,  on  condi- 
tions fpecified  in  their  petitions. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  faid  petitions  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  in  the  fouthern  department : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and  au- 
thorized to  fign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  of  four  millions  of 
dollars,  now  emitting,  viz. 

Samuel  Morris,  John  Kaighn,  Nicholas  Garrifon,  Jofeph  Wat- 
kins,  Anthony  Morris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Matthew  Clarkfon,  J  ohn  Ord, 
William  Webb,  Ifaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris,  Mordecai  Lew- 
is, Cornelius  Barnes,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Robert  Tucknifs,  Tho- 
mas Coombe,  Daniel  Clymer,  George  Campbell,  Jofeph  Parker,  Ro- 
bert Evans,  Adam  Hubley,  Joel  Evans,  John  Meafe,  John  Pur- 
viance,  Robert  Hazlehurft,  Walter  Shee,  Jofeph  Redman,  Phineas 
Bond,  William  Mafters,  John  Salter,  John  Howard,  Thomas  Leech, 
Thomas  Smith,  Philip  Kinfey,  Robert  Roberts,  Ifaac  Howell,  James 
Milligan,  Tench  Tilghman,  Jofeph  Bullock,  David  Duncan,  John 
Shaw,  jun.  James  Thompfon,  Benjamin  Brannan,  Samuel  Sellers, 
Ifaac  Pearfon,  John  Sellers,  Benjamin  Jacobs,  Ifrael  Wheelen,  Jo- 
fia  Hewes,  Andrew  Tybout,  George  Douglas,  Peter  Stretch,  Sa- 
muel C.  Morris,  Samuel  Hillegas,  Nathan  Sellers,  George  Gray, 
jun.  James  Afh,  Samuel  Maffey,  John  Williams,  and  William 
Coates. 

Resolved,  That  before  the  figners  enter  upon  their  office,  they 
fhall  refpectively  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  magiftrate, 
which  fhall  be  filed  with  the  committee  of  treafury,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect ;  that  they  fhall  well  and  truly  fign  and  number  all  the 
bills  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  infpe&ors  of  the  prefs  appoin- 
ted by  the  Congrefs,  and  the  fame  fo  figned  and  numbered,  fhall  de- 
liver, or  caufe  to  be  delivered,  to  the  continental  treafurers,  or  one 
of  them. 

And,  for  avoiding  the  dangers  from  fire,  robbery,  or  negligence, 

Resolved,  That  the  infpectors  of  the  prefs  fhall  not  deliver  to  any 
clafs  of  figners  more  than  two  parcels  of  two  hundred  fheets  each, 
to  be  in  their  hands  at  any  one  time. 

Resolved,  That  no  oath  by  way  of  teft  be  impofed  upon,  exact- 
ed, or  required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  by  any- 
military  officers. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  one 
ton  of  powder  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  public  fervice 
in  that  colony. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Mondav,   March    11,    1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  8th,  enclofing  three  papers  ;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  the  7th,  enclofing 
an  application  from  Patrick  Sinclair,  a  prifoner,  for  leave  to  return 
to  Europe,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  con- 
vention of  New-York,  and  the  application  of  P.  Sinclair, 

Resolved,  That  Patrick  Sinclair  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  en- 
able them  to  pay  for  the  fhoes  purchafed  by  them  for  the  northern 
army. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
gen.  Lee,  refpecling  the  ways  and  means  of  defending  New-York. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Town,  for  789  canteens,  the  fum  of  341.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to 
provide  fix  medicine  chefts  for  the  fix  Virginia  battalions. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  inftrudtions  to  the  com- 
miffioners  going  to  Canada,  and  having  fpent  fome  time  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,   March   12,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea» 
furers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commiffary,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Edmund  Curtis,  and  a  letter  from  the  commit- 
tees of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland,  of  the  6th 
inftant,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  then  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftrudlions 
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to  the  commiffioners  going  to  Canada,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Mofes  Hazen, 
and  the  report  of  perfons  appointed  to  ftate  the  account  of  loffes 
and  damages  fuftained  by  him  in  Canada,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  lofs  and  damage  fuftained 
by  colonel  Hazen  in  Canada,  have  not  been  eftimated  with  fuflici- 
ent  accuracy  ;  that  fome  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  inven. 
tory  are  prefumed  to  be  ever-rated,  the  quantities  of  feveral  others 
reducible  to  exactnefs  in  number,  weight,  or  meafure,  are  not  af- 
certained,  and  the  reafons  for  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  any  of 
them  by  the  witneffes,  are  not  explicit  enough  in  their  examina- 
tions ;  that  although  the  grain,  grafs,  and  hay  mentioned  in  the 
account  are  admitted  by  colonel  Hazen,  in  his  letter,  to  have  been 
partly  deftroyed  by  the  minifterial  troops,  the  whole  value  is  ex- 
tended  ;  that  the  eftimate  of  crops  are  fo  general,  it  cannot  be  dif- 
covered  by  what  rule  they  were  formed,  or  to  what  ftandard  ad- 
jufted  ;  that  the  damage  done  to  the  dwelling-houie,  ftone-houfe, 
out-houfes,  barn,  and  farms,  are  not  particularized  or  fpecified  ; 
that  a  considerable  part  of  what  a  reimburfement  is  claimed  for, 
is  houiehokl  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  tools,  utenfils,  cables,  and 
anchors,  fuggefted  to  have  been  plundered  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  Canadians  who  joined  them  ;  and  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  no  reparation  of  the  like  kind  hath  yet  been 
made  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  profit  which  might  have  been 
made  of  the  mills  and  houfes,  if  the  owner  had  not  been  deprived  of 
the  ufe  of  them,  being  merely  contingent  and  conjectural,  are  fuch 
as  have  not  ufually  been  made  good  in  fimilar  cafes.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  who  are  going  to  Canada,  be 
defired  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  examine,  ftate,  and  fettle  an 
account  of  the  lofs  and  damage  colonel  Hazen  hath  fuftained  in  his 
property  and  poffeffions  in  Canada,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  report  the  fame,  with  any  fpecial  matters  they  may 
think  fit,  to  Congrefs  ;  annexing  to  their  report,  the  eftimates, 
examinations  of  the  witneffes,   and  other  papers  relative  thereto  : 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  field  officers 
in  the  four  battalions  raifing  in  New-York,  for  the  defence  of  that 
colony,  are  provided  for  in  Canada,  they  be  directed  to  continue 
there,  exercifmg  the  offices  to  which  they  are  appointed,  and  that 
others  be  elected  in  their  room,  in  the  four  battalions  aforefaid  ; 
and  that  fuch  of  them  as  are  not  provided  for  in  Canada,  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  repair  to  their  refpective  battalions. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  March   13,   1776. 
A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Effex,   in  New-Jerfey,  of  the 
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7th,  and  a  letter  from  captain  J.  Macpherfon,  of  the  12th,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
fnrers  in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb,  contractor  for  fupplying 
colonel  Wayne's  battalion  with  rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurers  of  North-Caro- 
lina, for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  colony,  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  iupply  the 
colony  of  Maryland  with  500  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
-habitants  of  Coscil  county. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  enquire 
•and  report  the  bcft  ways  and  means  of  railing  the  neceffary  fupplies 
to  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  war  for  the  prefent  year,  over  and 
above  the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  fundries,  for  expenfes  incurred  at  the  oration  in  memory  of 
general  Montgomery,  the  fum  of  94.3  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  the  Indian  traders 
at  Montreal  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  tra- 
ders, and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
mund Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Accomac  and 
Northampton,  the  letters  from  general  WaPiiington,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  1'ome  time  the  pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution,  defired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  matters  heretofore  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  Livingfton  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for 
appointing  a  f aft,  which  was  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe 
the  armed  veffel  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  on  the  moft  reafonable 
terms,  for  the  fervices  of  the  continent,  and  that  her  deftination  be 
left  to  the  faid  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenfes  of  the  horfes  of  aids-de-camp,  when 
travelling  in  the  public  fervice,  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  March    14,    1776. 
The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  general  Lee  refpeccing 
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the  defence  of  New-York,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  ; 
■whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  eight  thoufand  men  be  ordered  for  the  defence 
of  the  colony  of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  orders  iffue  to  colonel  Irvine,  colonel  Shee,  and 
colonel  Magaw,  of  the  Pennl'ylvania  troops,  and  to  colonel  Dayton, 
of  the  New-Jerfey  troops,  to  march  immediately,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  battalions,  to  New-York,  and  to  put  themfelves  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  commanding  officer  there. 

A  letter  from  general  Prefcot  of  the  14th,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs,  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  prifoners  be  directed  to  confer 
with  general  Prefcot  on  the  fubjecl  of  his  letter,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, immediately  to  caufe  all  perfons  to  be  difarmed  within  their 
refpective  colonies,  who  are  notorioufly  difaffe&ed  to  the  caufe  of 
America,  or  who  have  not  affociated,  and  mail  refufe  to  affociate, 
to  defend,  by  arms,  thefe  United  Colonies,  againft  the  hoftile  at- 
tempts of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  to  apply  the  arms  taken 
from  fuch  perfons  in  each  refpettivc  colony,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
the  arming  the  continental  troops  raifed  in  faid  colony ;  in  the  next, 
to  the  arming  fuch  troops  as  are  railed  by  the  colony  for  its  own 
defence,  and  the  refidue  to  be  applied  to  the  arming  the  aflbciators; 
that  the  arms  when  taken  be  appraifedby  indifferent  perfons,  and 
fuch  as  are  applied  to  the  arming  the  continental  troops,  be  paid 
for  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the  refidue  by  the  refpeclive  affemblies, 
conventions,  or  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted 
by  the  deb-gates  of  each  colony,  to  their  refpective  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, or  councils  or  committees  of  fafety. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  William  Hencher,  for  waggon-hire,  in  conveying  captain 
Stevenfon's  baggage,  Sec.  to  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mofes  Hunter  : 

To  Rachel  Stille,  for  boarding  feveral  officers,  prifoners  to  the 
8th  of  March  inftant,  the  fum  of  224.7  dollars: 

To  Jofeph  Fineur,  for  five  hundred  and  eleven  tin  cartridge 
boxes,  the  fum  of  221.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  March  15,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
jead,  viz. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  7th,  with  two  papers  enclo- 
fed,  with  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  ;  two  from  lord  Stirling, 
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dated  the  12th  and  13th;  one  from  lieutenant-colonel  Allen  of  the 
13th;  one  from  the  convention  of  New-York;  and,  one  from  gene- 
ral Schuyler  of  the  6th. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenfes  of  the  horfes  of  general  officers, 
When  travelling  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  be  defrayed  by  the 
United  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Franklin,  call  on  general 
Lee,  and  direct  him  immediately  to  repair  to  the  fouthern  depart- 
ment, and  take  the  command  of  the  forces  there. 

Resolved,  That  four  mufkets  and  bayonets  be  lent  to  the  dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  guards  that  accompany  the 
powder  fent  to  that  colony. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  theftate  of  New-York,  and,  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  come  to  certain  refolutions,  which  they  direc- 
ted him  to  lay  before  Congrefs  ;  which  being  done, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Nelfon,  with  his  rifle  company,  be  direc- 
ted immediately  to  repair  to  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  conventions  or 
councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey,  be 
requefted  to  hold  their  militia  in  readinefs  to  march  in  fuch  num- 
bers, and  atfuch  times,  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  as  the  conti- 
nental commander  at  New-York  fhall  defire  ;  and  that  the  pay  of 
the  militias,  called  to  the  defence  of  New-Y"ork,  be  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  continental  troops  raifed  and  employed  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment, to  commence  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Resolved,  That  lord  Stirling  be  directed  to  order  the  troops  def- 
tined  for  Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march,  agreeable  to  their  for- 
mer orders. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAr,  March  16,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  14th,  enclofing  a  copy  of  ge- 
neral orders  for  the  defence  of  New- York,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

.  Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Lord  Stirling,  directing 
him  immediately  to  fend  forward  the  powder  deftined  for  Cam- 
bridge, unlefs  he  has  received  exprefs  advice  from  general  Wafh- 
ington,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  and  army  have  failed  out  of  the  har- 
bour of  Bofton. 

Resolved,  That  the  account  of  Mr.  Price  of  Canada  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  claims. 

A  petition  from  Coquataginta  or  captain  White-Eyes,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee. 
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Resolved,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prifoner  at  Lan- 
caller,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  his  wife  and 
children,  and  there  refide  till  further  orders. 

Mr*  W.  Livingflon,  purfuant  to  leave  granted,  brought  in  a  re- 
folution  for  appointing  a  faft,  which  being  taken  into  confideration, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

In  times  of  impending  calamity  and  diflrefs  ;  when  the  liberties 
of  America  are  imminently  endangered  bythefecret  machinations 
and  open  afTaults  of  an  infidious  and  vindictive  adminiftration,  it 
becomes  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  thefe  hitherto  free  and  happy  co- 
lonies, with  true  penitence  of  heart,  and  the  mod  reverent  devo- 
tion, publicly  to  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God  ;  to 
confefs  and  deplore  our  offences  againfl  him  ;  and  to  fupplicate  his 
interposition  for  averting  the  threatened  danger,  and  proffering 
our  ftrenuous  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  virtue,  and  pofterity. 

The  Congrefs,  therefore,  conlidering  the  war-like  preparations 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  lubvert  our  invaluable  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  to  reduce  us  by  fire  and  fword,  by  the  favages  of  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  our  own  domeflics,  to  the  moll  abject,  and  ignomini- 
ous bondage  :  Defirous,  at  the  fame  time,  to  have  people  of  all  ranks 
and  degrees  duly  imprelfed  with  a  folemn  fenfe  of  God's  fuperin- 
tending  providence,  and  of  their  duty,  devoutly  to  rely,  in  all  their 
lawful  enterprizes,  on  his  aid  and  direction,  do  earneflly  recommend, 
that  Friday,  the  17th  day  of  May  next,  be  obferved  by  the  faid  co- 
lonies as  a  day  of  humiliation,lfafting,  and  prayer ;  that  we  may, 
with  united  hearts,  confefs  and  bewail  our  mainifold  fins  and  tranf- 
greffions,  and,  by  a  fincere  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  ap- 
peafe  his  righteous  difpleafure,  and,  through  the  merits  and  media- 
tion of  Jefus  Chrifl,  obtain  his  pardon  and  forgivenefs  ;  humbly- 
imploring  his  affiflance  to  fruftrate  the  cruel  purpofes  of  our  unna- 
tural enemies  ;  and  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  juflice  and  benevo- 
lence, prevent  the  further  effulion  of  kindred  blood.  But  if,  con- 
tinuing deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  humanity,  and  inflexibly 
bent  on  defolation  and  war,  they  conftrain  us  to  repeal  their  hof- 
tile  invafions  by  open  refiftance,  that  it  may  pleafe  the  Lord  of 
Hods,  the  God  of  Armies,  to  animate  our  officers  and  foldiers  with 
invincible  fortitude,  to  guard  and  protect  them  in  the  day  of  bat- 
tle, and  to  crown  the  continental  arms,  by  fea  and  land,  with  vic- 
tory and  fuccefs :  Earneftly  befeeching  him  to  blefs  our  civil  rulers, 
and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  in  their  feveral  affemblies  and 
conventions  ;  to  preferve  and  ftrengthen  their  union,  to  infpire  them 
with  an  ardent,  difmtereiled  love  of  their  country  ;  to  give  wifdom 
and  {lability  to  their  councils  ;  and  direct  them  to  the  mofl  effica- 
cious meafures  for  ellabliihing  the  rights  of  America  on  the  mofl 
honourable  and  permanent  bans-— that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleaf- 
cd  to  blefs  all  his  people  in  thefe  colonies  with  health  and  plenty* 
and  grant  that  a  fpirit  of  incorruptible  patriotifm,  and  of  pure  undefi- 
led  religion,  may  univerfally  prevail ;  and  this  continent  be  fpeedi- 
ly  reuored  to  the  bleflings  of  peace  and  liberty,  and  enabled  to  tranf* 
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*ut  them  inviolate  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  And  it  is  recommended 
to  Chriftians  of  all  denominations,  to  aflemble  for  public  worfhip, 
and  abftain  from  fervile  labour  on  the  faid  day. 

Resolved,  That  another  brigadier-general  be  appointed  in  the 
continental  arm)'-. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

The  baron  de  Woedtke  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Frederick  William,  baron  de  Woedtke,  appoin- 
ted brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  order- 
ed immediately  to  repair  to  New- York,  there  to  remain  until  the 
commiihoners  appointed  to  go  into  Canada  fhall  reach  that  colony  : 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  join  and  accompany  them  into  Canada, 
and  there  ferve  under  the  command  of  the  continental  troops  in  that 
province* 

Resolved,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  continue,  agreeable  to  his 
contract:,  to  fupply  with  rations  the  Pennfylvania  battalions  ferving 
in  New-York. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Blewer,  and  Daniel  Robinfon,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memo- 
rial from  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Ac- 
comac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  from  Jofeph  Blewer  and 
Daniel  Robinfon,  Sec.  And,  after  fome  time,  the  president  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  de  fired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera* 
tion  the  matters  referred  to  theni* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  March  IS,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  be  directed  to  lay  on  the  table  an 
account  of  the  filver  and  gold-coin  in  the  treafury.* 

Resolved,  That  Monfieur  Arundel  be  directed  to  repair  to  tbd? 
fouthern  department,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Lee  ;  and  that  general  Lee,  if  he  find  him  capable,  be  di- 
rected to  employ  him  in  the  artillery  fervice^ 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2O,0Q0  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  to  be  applied  to  the  procur- 
ing neceffaries,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  fubtiftence  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania battalions;  and  that  the  colonels  be  directed  to  account 
■with  Mr.  Meafe  for  the  feveral  funis  advanced  to  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration,  the  memorial  from  the  mex- 
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chants,  traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memo- 
rial of  Edmund  Curtis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Acco- 
mac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph  Blewer  and  Da- 
niel Robinfon,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fun- 
dry  refolutions,  but  that  not  having  concluded,  they  defired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Henry  not  having  accepted  the  commiflion  of  colonel,  the 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  for  the  firft  Virgi- 
nia battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Chriftian,  Efq;  formerly  lieutenant-colonel  in  faid  bat- 
talion, was  elected  colonel ;  and, 

Francis  Eppes,  Efq;  formerly  major,  was  elefted  lieutenant-co- 
lonel ;   and, 

John  Green,  Efq;  was  elected  major. 

Resolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera* 
tion  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  Mareh   19,  1776. 

Resolved^  That  Monfieur  Dohicky  Arundel  be  appointed  a  cap- 
tain of  artillery  in  the  continental  ferviee. 

That  general  Lee  be  directed  to  let  on  foot  the  raifing  a  compa- 
ny of  artillery,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  to  appoint  the  other  officers  of  the 
faid  company  of  artillery. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  colonel  Dayton,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Resolved.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  procuring 
mufkets. 

A  letter  of  the  17th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  was- 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved)  That  captain  Woclverton,  wljh  his  company,  be  taken 
into  the  ferviee  of  the  United  Colonics  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
repair,  with  his  company,  as  fobn  as  properly  armed  and  accoutred, 
to  New- York,  and  put  hinifel'f  under  the  commanding  officer 
there  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  captain  AVoolverton's  company  com- 
mence  from  the  time  they  are  provided  with  arms  and  accoutrements. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Beletre,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  and  fundry 
letters  from  Cameron  and  Smith,  were  read  : 

Resolved)  Thai:  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Resolved)  That  the  fecret  committee  be  djfedled  to  fupply  cap- 
tain B  trry,  of  the  brig  Lexington,    vita  one  ton  of  powder. 

Qrd  red.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  rtate  and 
fituation  of  the  prifoners  at  Trenton,  report  thereon  as  foon  as  pot- 
able. 

Resolved.  That  the  fum  of  250.000  dollars  be  feat  to  the  pay- 
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.matter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  general  Wafliington. 

That  the  fum  of  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftrucYions,  Sec.  to  the  com- 
miflioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draught  of  farther  in- 
ftructions,  and  of  a  commiffion,  which  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants,^ traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memo- 
rial from  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Ac- 
comac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph  Blewer  and, 
Daniel  Robinfon,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come 
to  fundry  refolutions,  which  they  directed  him  to  lay  before  Congrefs : 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  a  de- 
claration purfuantto  laid  report,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  faid  committee,  to  receive 
and  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes,  that  "  all  feamen  and  mariners  on 
board  of  nierchant-fhips  and  veffels,  taken  and  condemned  as  prizes, 
jhall  be  entitled  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  con- 
tracts, until  the  time  of  condemnation." 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  and  queries  of  Mr.  Meafe 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
marine  committee,  and  of  the  committee  for  receiving  the  appli- 
cations and  examining  the  qualifications  of  gentlemen  applying  for 
offices  in  the  continental  fervice. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafliington, 
dated  the  14th  and  26th  of  February  laft,  and  the  letter  from  lord 
Stirling,  of  the  25  th  of  fame  month,  were  referred,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read ;  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  firft  part  thereof  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  the  value  of  the  paffage  boat,  York,  be  made 
good  to  Michael  Kearney,  jun.  the  owner  thereof;  it  appearing 
that  fhe  was  imprefied  into  the  continental  fervice,  and  emploved 
in  taking  the  fhip  Blue-Mountain  Valley,  and  for  that  reafon,  af- 
terwards feized  and  detained  by  order  of  captain  Parker,  comman- 
der of  the  Britifli  fhip  of  war,  Phoenix  ;  and  that  lord  Stirling  be 
defired  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  value  faid  boat,  and  report 
fuch  valuation  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  fecret  committee 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is  abfent, 

•The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  was  elecled. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 
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Wednesday  March  20,   1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  16th,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  elected  for  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  propriety  of  a  war-office,  in  the  room  of 
three,  who  are  neceflarily  abfent  : 

The  members  chefen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Johnfon. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
Magaw,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  fire  arms  for  his  battalion, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftrucYions  and 
commiffion  to  the  deputies  or  cornmiffioners  going  to  Canada,  and 
the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

INSTRUCTIONS,    &C. 

Gentlemen, 

You  are,  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  to  repair  to  Canada,  and 
make  known  to  the  people  of  that  country,  the  wiihes  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Congrefs  with  refpect  to  them. 

Reprefent  to  them,  that  the  arms  of  the  United  Colonies,  having 
been  carried  into  that  province  for  the  purpofe  of  fruftrating  the 
defigns  of  the  Britifh  court  againft  our  common  liberties,  we  ex- 
pect not  only  to  defeat  the  hoftile  machinations  of  governor  Carl- 
ton againft  us,  but  that  we  mall  put  it  into  the  power  of  our  Ca- 
nadian brethren,  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  for  fecuring  their  own 
freedom  and  happinefs,  as  a  generous  love  of  liberty  and  found 
policy  fhall  dictate  to  them. 

Inform  them,  that  in  our  judgment,  their  interefts  and  ours  are 
infeparably  united  ;  that  it  is  impofnble  we  can  be  reduced  to  a 
fervile  fubmiffion  to  Great-Britain  without  their  fharing  our  fate  : 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  fhall  obtain,  as  we  doubt  not  we 
{hall,  a  full  eftablifhment  of  our  rights,  it  depends  wholly  on  their 
choice,  whether  they  will  participate  with  us  in  thofe  blefungs,  or 
ftill  remain  fubjec~t  to  every  aA  of  tyranny,  which  Britifh  minifters 
fhall  pleafe  to  exercife  over  them.  Urge  all  fuch  arguments  as 
your  prudence  fhall  fuggeft,  to  enforce  our  opinion  concerning  the 
mutual  interefl  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  convince  them  of  the 
impoffibility  of  the  war  being  concluded  to  the  difadvantage  of  thefc 
colonies,    if  we  wifely  and  vigoroufly  co-operate  with  each  other. 

To  convince  them  of  the  uprightnefs  cf  our  intentions  towards 
them,  von  are  to  declare,  that  it  is  our  inclination,  that  the  people 
of  Canada  may  fet  up  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as  will  be  moft 
likely,  in  their  judgment,  to  produce  their  happinefs  :  And  you 
are,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  aflure  them,  that  it  is  our  earneft  de- 
fire  to  adopt  them  into  our  union,  as  a  fifter  colony,  and  to  fecure 
the  fame  general  fyftem  of  mild  and  equal  laws  for  them  and  for 
purfelves,  with  onlv  fuch  local  differences  as  may  be  agreeable  to 
each  colony  refpec~tively. 

Afiure  the  people  of  Canada,  that  we  have  no  apprehenfion  that 
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*the  French  will  take  any  part  with  Great-Britain  ;  but,  that  it  is 
their  intereft,  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  their  inclination,  to 
cultivate  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  thefe  colonies. 

You  are  from  this,  and  fuch  other  reafons  as  may  appear  molt 
proper,  to  urge  the  neceflity  the  people  are  under  of  immediately- 
taking-  fome  decifive  hep,  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protection 
of  the  United  Colonies.  For  expediting  fuch  a  meafure,  you  aro 
to  explain  to  them  our  method  of  collecting  the  fenfe  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  conducting  our  affairs  regularly  by  committees  of  obfer- 
vation  and  infpettion  in  the  feveral  diftricts,  and  by  conventions 
and  committees  of  fafety  in  the  feveral  colonies.  Recommend 
thefe  modes  to  them.  Explain  to  them  the  nature  and  principles 
of  government  among  freemen  ;  developing,  in  contrail  to  thofe, 
the  bafe,  cruel,  and  infidious  defigns  involved  in  the  late  aft  of 
parliament,  for  making  a  more  effectual  provifion  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Quebec.  Endeavour  to  ftimulate  them  by 
motives  of  glory,  as  well  as  intereft,  to  aflume  a  part  in  a  conteft, 
by  which  they  muft  be  deeply  affected  ;  and  to  afpire  to  a  portion 
of  that  power,  by  Avhich  they  are  ruled  ;  and  not  to  remain  tha 
mere  fpoils  and  prey  of  conquerors  and  lords. 

You  are  further  to  declare,  that  we  hold  facred  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience,  and  may  promife  to  the  whole  people,  folemnly  in  our  name, 
the  free  and  undifturbed  exercife  of  their  religion ;  and,  to  the  cler- 
gy, the  full,  perfect,  and  peaceable  poffeffion  and  enjoyment  of  all 
their  eftates ;  that  the  government  of  every  thing  relating  to  their 
religion  and  clergy,  fhall  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  good 
people  of  that  province,  and  fuch  legifiature  as  they  fhall  conftitute ; 
provided,  however,  that  all  other  denominations  of  Chriftians  be 
equally  entitled  to  hold  offices,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges,  and  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  be  totally  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  tithes  or  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  any  religion. 

Inform  them,  that  you  are  vefted,  by  this  Congrefs,  with  full  pow- 
ers to  effect  thefe  purpofes ;  and,  therefore,  prefs  them  to  have  a 
complete  reprefentation  of  the  people  affembled  in  convention,  with 
all  poffible  expedition,  to  deliberate  concerning  the  eftabliihment 
of  a  form  of  government,  and  an  union  with  the  United  Colonies. 
As  to  the  terms  of  union,  infift  on  the  propriety  of  their  being  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  on  which  the  other  colonies  unite.  Should  they  ob- 
ject to  this,  report  to  this  Congrefs  the  objections,  and  the  terms 
on  which  alone  they  will  come  into  our  union.  Should  they  agree 
to  our  terms,  you  are  to  promife,  in  the  names  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, that  we  will  defend  and  protect  the  people  of  Canada  againfb 
all  enemies,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  will  defend  and  protect  any 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  eftablilh  a  free  prefs,  and  to  give  directions  for  the 
frequent  publication  of  fuch  pieces  as  may  be  of  fervice  to  the  caufe 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  fettle  all  difputes  between  the  Canadians  and  the  con- 
tinental troops,  and  to  make  fuch  regulations  relating  thereto,  a$ 
you  fhall  judge  proper. 
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You  are  to  make  a  ftridl  and  impartial  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of 
the  imprisonment  of  colonel  Du  Free,  lieut.  col.  Nefeu,  major  St. 
George  Du  Pree,  and  major  Gray,  officers  of  the  militia,  and  of  John 
Frazer,  Efq;  late  a  judge  of  the  police  of  Montreal,  and  take  fuch 
orders  concerning  them  as  you  fhall  judge  mod  proper. 

In  reforming  any  abufes  you  may  obferve  in  Canada,  eftablifhing 
and  enforcing  regulations  for  prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order 
there,  and  compofing  differences  between  the  troops  of  the  United 
Colonies  and  the  Canadians,  all  officers  and  foldiers  are  required  to 
yield  obedience  to  you ;  and,  to  enforce  the  decifions  that  you  or 
any  two  of  you  may  make,  you  are  empowered  to  fu  Spend  any  mili- 
tary officer  from  the  exercife  of  his  commiffion,  till  the  pleafure  of 
the  Congrefs  fhall  be  known,  if  you,  or  any  two  of  you,  lhall  think 
it  expedient. 

You  are  alfo  empowered  to  fit  and  vote  as  members  of  councils 
of  war,  in  directing  fortifications  and  defences  to  be  made,  or  to  be 
demolished,  by  land  or  by  water ;  and  to  draw  orders  on  the  prefi- 
dent  for  any  fums  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  in  the  whole,  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  the  works. 

Laftly,  You  are,  by  all  the  means  you  can  ufe,  to  promote  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  resolutions  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  in 
Congrefs, 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  following  additional  inftrudlions 
be  given  to  the  cominiiYioners  aforefaid: 

You  are  empowered  and  directed  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
trade  of  Canada  with  the  Indian  nations,  and  to  grant  paflports  for 
the  carrying  it  on,  as  far  as  it  may  confift  with  the  fafety  of  the 
troops,  and  the  public  good. 

You  are  alfo  directed  and  authorized  to  affure  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  that  their  commerce  with  foreign  nations  fhall,  in  all  ref- 
pects,  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with,  and  encouraged  and  pro-r 
tecled  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  alfo  directed  to  ufe  every  wife  and'prudent  meafure  to 
introduce  and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the  continental  money 
in  Canada. 

In  cafe  the  former  resolution  of  Congrefs  refpeciing  the  Englifh 
American  troops  in  Canada  has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  you  are 
directed  to  ufe  your  beft  endeavours  for  forming  a  battalion  of  the 
New-York  troops  in  that  country,  and  to  appoint  the  field  and  other 
officers  out  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  continued  there  during  the 
campaign,  according  to  their  refpecYive  ranks  and  merit.  And,  if 
it  mould  be  found  impracticable,  you  are  to  direct  fuch  of  them  as. 
are  provided  for  in  the  four  battalions  now  raifing  in  New- York, 
to  repair  to  their  reSpective  corps.  To  enable  you  to  carry  this  refo- 
lution  into  effect,  you  are  furnifhed  with  blank  commiffions,  Signed 
by  the  prefident. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  from  the  Indian  traders,  refiding  at 
Montreal,  be  delivered  to  the  commiffioners  going  to  Canada. 

The  draught  of  the  commiffion  being  taken  into  confiderationj 
.and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows; 
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The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  Ncw-Hampfhire,  Sec.  to 
Benjamin  Franklin,  L.  L.  D.  member  of  the  royal  academy  of  fci- 
ences  at  Paris,  F.  R.  S.  Sec.  &c.  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  colony 
of  Pennfylvania;  Samuel  Chafe,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  co- 
lony of  Maryland,  and  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  Efq;  of  the  faid 
colony  of  Maryland,  greeting:  Know  ye,  that  we,  repoling  lpecial 
truft  and  confidence  in  your  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities,  and  affiduity,  do, 
by  thefe  prefents,  conftitute  and  appoint  you,  or  any  two  of  you, 
commiffioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  us,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
United  Colonies,  whom  we  reprefent,  to  promote,  or  to  form  an 
union  between  the  faid  colonies  and  the  people  of  Canada,  accor- 
ding to  the  inftruftions  herewith  delivered  you,  and  fuch  as  you 
may  hereafter  receive  ;  and  to  execute  all  fuch  matters  and  things 
as  you  are  or  fliall  be  directed  by  your  faid  inftruclions  ;  and  we  do 
require  all  officers,  foldiers,  and  others  who  may  facilitate  your  ne- 
gociation,  or  promote  the  fnccefs  thereof,  to  aid  and  affiftyou  there- 
in; and  you  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  tranfmit  and  report  vour 
proceedings  toCongrefs.  This  commiffion  to  continue  in  force  till 
revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  this         day  of 

By  order  of  Congrefs. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chafe  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wrixon,  to  examine  into  his  military 
abilities,  and  enquire  Avhether  he  is  willing  to  engage  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Colonel  St.  Clair  having  informed  Congrefs  that  Michael  Huf- 
nagel,  appointed  a  firft-lieutenant,  and  James  O'Hara,  and  Abel 
Morris,  appointed  enfigns  in  his  battalion,  have  declined  to  accept 
their  commiffions,  the  committee  on  qualifications  recommended 
Thomas  Butler  in  the  room  of  M.  Hufnagel,  George  M'Culloch 
in  the  room  of  James  O'Hara,  and  George  Rofs  in  the  room  of 
Abel  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  accordingly. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  be  defir- 
ed  to,  remove  the  prifoners  from  Trenton,  to  fuch  place  or  place* 
in  that  colony,  as  may  be  thought  convenient,  at  a  proper  diftance 
from  the  fea  and  the  poll  roads,  fubjec~t  to  the  regulations  formerly 
made  refpefting  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers,  prifoners,  who  fliall  refufe  to  fubferibe 
the  parole  ordered  by  Congrefs,  be  committed  to  prifon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  promote  the  making  of  mufkets,  ttf 
whom  colonel  Dayton's  letter  refpe&ing  the  quality  of  the  arms 
taken  by  colonel  Heard,  on  Long-lfland,  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read;  whereupon,  the  Congrefs  cam  eto  the 
following  refolution: 

Whereas  in  the  execution  of  the  refolve  of  Conarrefs  Gf  the  14th, 
refpefting  the  difarming  of  difaffe&ed  perfons,  many  fire-arms  may 
be  taken,  which  may  not  be  fit  to  arm  any  of  the  troops  mentioned 
therein :   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  fire-arms  fo  takenr  being  appraifed  accor«< 
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ding  to  faid  refolve,  none  of  them  fhall  be  paid  for,  but  thofe  that 
are  fit  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  troops,  or  that  may  conveniently  be  fo 
made,  and  the  remainder  fhall  be  fafely  kept  by  the  faid  affemblies, 
conventions,  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  for  the  owners,  to  be 
delivered  to  them  when  the  Congrefs  fhall  diredt. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  bell  ways  and  means  of 
fupplying  the  army  in  Canada  with  provifions  and  neceffariesj 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  that  the  fame  be  referred  for  consideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

A  petition  of  John  Secord  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
and  the  consideration  thereof,  at  the  requefl  of  a  colony,  was  defer- 
red till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Abraham  Hunt,  for  provifions,  fire-wood,  8cc.  to  the  prifon- 
ers  at  Trenton,  and  for  horfe-hire  for  the  public  fervice,  the  fum 
of  607.6  dollars  : 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  the  rifle  com- 
panies, the  fum  of  129.7  dollars;  of  which  fum,  44.3  dollars  are  to 
be  charged  to  capt.  Hendricks,  and  65  dollars  to  capt.  Chambers: 

To  Sundries,  on  certificates  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  one  of  the 
rifle  companies,  the  fum  of  122.5  dollars,  of  which  fum  101.4  dol- 
lars, being  for  rifles,  &c.  furnifhed  to  captain  Cluggage's  company, 
to  be  charged  to  faid  company ;  the  amount  of  the  certificates  to  be 
paid  to  Bernard  Dougherty,  Efq; 

To  William  Baufman,  for  provifions,  Sec.  furnifhed  the  prifonerS 
in  Lancafter,  the  fum  of  1528.8  dollars: 

To  the  committee  of  Frederick,  the  fum  of  52.7  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  Thomas  Johnfon,  Efq; 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  483  meals  dieting  of  general  Lee's  guard, 
the  fum  of  48.3  dollars: 

To  Conrad  UlSter,  for  185  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  19  dollars  : 

To  Mary  Bryant,  for  288  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  28  dollars : 

To  Ann  Todd,  for  158  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  the  fum  of 
15.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  March  21,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  return  of  the 
forces  before  Quebec,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  dire&ed  to  fend  an  ac- 
count of  the  troops  in  his  camp,  who  are  deficient  in  arms,  to  the  fe- 
veral  affemblies  or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  which  thofe  men 
belong ;  and  requefl  them  to  fend  a  Sufficient  number  of  arms  for 
the  men  coming  from  the  refpedlive  colonies,  and  that,  if  arms  can- 
not be  procured,  fuch  as  have  not  arms  be  difmiffed  the  fervice. 


MARCH  1776.  99 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
queued to  employ  fame  trufty  perfons,  in  each  county,  to  purchafe 
us  many  good  mufkets  as  will  be  fufficient  to  arm  the  battalions 
railed  in  laid  colony;  and  that  they  exert  their  utmoft  diligence  in 
procuring  the  laid  arms  fpeedily,  and  on  the  moft  reaibnable  terms; 
that  an  order  for  12,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  fa- 
vour of  faid  committee,  to  pay  for  the  arms,  the  faid  committee  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  600  dollars  be  fent  to  colonel  Charles 
Stuart,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  mufter  captain  Woolverton's 
company  ;  and  when  he  finds  them  properly  armed,  accoutred,  and 
ready  to  march,  to  furnilh  them  with  neceffaries,  and  expedite 
their  march  to  New-York,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs  ; 
Mr.  Stuart  to  be  accountable  for  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

Resolved,  That  Monfieur  le  chevalier  de  St.  Aulaire  be  permit- 
ted to  raife  an  independent  company  of  rangers  in  Canada,  with 
the  pay  of  a  captain  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  fliall  not  be  able  to  raife  fuch 
a  company,  that  he  be  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
Canada,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervice  there,  as  may  be  thought 
fuitable  to  his  genius  and  ability. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  and  committees  of 
correfpondence  and  infpeclion,  that  they  exert  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  promote  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton,  and  the 
growth  of  wool  in  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended %o  the  faid  aflemblies,  con- 
ventions, and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that  they  take  the 
earlieft  meafures  for  erecling  and  eftablifhing,  in  each  and  every  co- 
lony, a  fociety  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manufac- 
tures and  commerce,  and  to  maintain  a  correfpondence  between 
fuch  focieties,  that  the  rich  and  numerous  natural  advantages  of 
£his  country,  for  fupporting  its  inhabitants,  may  not  be  neglected  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  affemblies,  conventions,  and 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that  they  forthwith  confider  of 
wavs  and  means  of  introducing  the  manufactures  of  duck  and  fail- 
cloth,  and  fteel  into  fuch  colonies,  where  they  are  not  now  under- 
ftood,  and  of  encouraging,  encreafmg,  and  improving  them,  where 
they  are. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  printing  the  journals  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that,  if  the  prefent 
printer  cannot  execute  the  work  with  fufficient  expedition,  they  be 
empowered  to  employ  another  printer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Allen. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  Maich  22,    1776. 
A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general   Wafhington,  enclofing  the 
Vol.  II.  O 


100  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

proceedings  of  a  council  of  war,  alfo  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  of 
the  19th,  were  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read. 

A  petition  from  Thorowgood  Smith,  and  others,  was  prefented 
to  Gongrefs,  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  they  have  procured  a  vef- 
fel, and  raifed  money,  to  fit  her  out  as  a  privateer,  in  order  to  cruife 
and  guard  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  praying  that  a  commiffion  be 
granted  to  William  Shippen,  to  whom  they  propofe  to  give  the  com- 
mand of  faid  veffel ;  and  farther,  that  the  Gongrefs  will  grant  them 
a  fmall  quantity  of  powder,  upon  their  making  fatisfaction  for  the 
fame : 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  William  Shippen,  as 
captain  of  the  above-mentioned  veffel,  for  thepurpofes  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  captain 
William  Shippen,  300lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  his  veffel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  purfuant  to 
certain  refoluticns,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  Secordbe  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Jay. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
On  account  of  expenfes  in  conveying  powder,  the  fum  of  8.S 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Efqj. 
To  Matthias  Slough,  for  provifions  furnifhed  the  prifoners  in 
Lancafter,  the  fum  of  226.8  dollars  : 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  fun  dry  articles  omitted  in  the  account  of 
expenfes  at  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Pittsburgh,  the  fum  of 
90.5  dollars. 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  captain 
Stevenfon's  company  in  Virginia,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars,  andthat 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  of  which  14.7  dol- 
lars, being  for  a  rifle,  to  be  charged  to  captain  Stevenfonw 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  750  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  baron 
de  Woedtke,  he  to  be  accountable  out  of  his  pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  all  fuch  officers  in  the  continental  ar- 
my, as  held  fimilar  ccmmiffions  in  that  fervice,  before  the  term  of 
their  late  appointment  expired,  be  fettled  by  the  dates  of  their  for- 
mer, and  not  their  prefent  commiffions. 

The  affembly  of  the  counties  on  Delaware,  having  recommended 
a  gentleman  to  be  major  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
that  colony,  in  the  room  of  John  M'Pherfon,  jun.  Efq;  who  fell 
before  Quebec,  and  never  received  his  commiffion,  the  Gongrefs 
proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  and  examined, 
Thomas  M'Donnough  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  12,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  govern- 
ment, for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  that  colony,  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  declaration  brought  iH' 
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by  the  committee,  and  after  debate,  the  further  confideration  there- 
of, at  the  requefl  of  a  colony,  was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  publilh  the  fubftance  of  the  letters 
received  from  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  difpofe 
of  the  coal  on  board  the  Blue-Mountain  Valley,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  mail  judge  moft  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sai'urdat,   March  23,    1776. 

A  letter  from  James  Young  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
xequefting  that  his  fon  John,  who  eloped  from  him  laft  January,  and 
got  on  board  the  Phoenix  fliip  of  war,  but  is  now  fortunately  a 
prifoner  in  New- York,  may  be  permitted,  on  his  parole,  to  refide  at 
the  eftate  of  his  late  grandfather,  Dr.  Graeme  : 

Resolved.,  That  Mr.  Young's  requeft  be  granted. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  of  the  18th,  enclofing  a  letter  from 
William  de  Hart,  and  a  letter  from  the  captains  and  fubalterns  of 
the  firft  New-Jerfey  battalion  :   Alfo, 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Scott,  of  Hunterdon,  defiring  that  he 
may  be  appointed  a  captain  of  a  company  of  rangers  :   And 

A  letter  from  S.  Badlam,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
qualifications. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Thomas  Lowry,  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
New-Jerfey  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Peter 
Scull  to  be  a  brigade-major  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
the  middle  department ; 

Jofeph  Davenport  to  be  a  captain,  in  the  third  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Scull  ; 

Evan  Edwards  to  be  a  captain  in  faid  battalion,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Allice,  who  has  refigned  ; 

William  Tilton  to  be  a  firft-lieutenant  in  faid  battalion,  in  the 
room  of  Evan  Edwards  ; 

Garret  Steddiford  to  be  an  enfign  in  the  faid  battalion  ; 

And  having  alfo  recommended  the  following  perfons  for  colonel 
Irvine's  battalion,  viz. 

Robert  Wilfon  to  be  a  firft-lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  William 
M'Cleland,  refigned  ; 

John  Alexander,  to  be  a  firft-lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  Robert 
White,  refigned  ; 

Andrew  Irvine,  a  fecond-lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  John  Alex- 
ander ; 

.  Neeper,   an   enfign,  in  the  room   of  John  Murray, 

who  has  refigned  : 

Resolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  3200  dollars,  in  fpecie,  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  Cole,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  in  Ca- 
nada, for  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  pro- 
ceed thither  immediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attendance  on  the  fecond  and  fourth 
Pennfvlvania  battalions,  the  fum  of  67.6  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Nathaniel  Heard,  for  expenfes  in  the  expedition 
againft  the  tories  on  Long-Ifland,  the  fum  of  2161.6  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  declaration,  which 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  petitions  of  the  United  Colonies  to  the  king,  for  the 
redrefs  of  great  and  mainfold  grievances,  have  not  only  been  rejec- 
ted, but  treated  with  fcorn  and  contempt,  and  the  oppofition  to  de- 
figns  evidently  formed  to  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  fervile  fubjec- 
tion,  and  their  neceffary  defence  againft.  hoftile  forces  actually  em- 
ployed to  Subdue  them,  declared  rebellion  ;  and  whereas  an  unjuft 
war  hath  been  commenced  againft  them,  which  the  commanders  of 
the  Britiih  fleets  and  armies  have  profecuted,  and  ftill  continue  to 
profecute,  with  their  utmoft  vigour  ;  and,  in  a  cruel  manner,  waft- 
ing, Spoiling,  and  deftroying  the  countrv,  burning  houfes  and  de- 
fencelefs  towns,  and  expofing  the  helplefs  inhabitants  to  every  mi- 
fery,  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  ;  and  not  only  urging  lava- 
ges to  invade  the  country,  but  inftigating  Negroes  to  murder  their 
matters  ;  and  whereas  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  hath  1  i.  ly 
paffed  an  acl:,  affirming  thefe  colonies  to  be  in  open  rebellion,  for- 
bidding all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  until 
they  Ihall  accept  pardons,  and  fubmit  to  defpotic  rule,  declaring  thfeir 
property,  wherever  found  upon  the  water,  liable  to  Seizure  and  co  l- 
fifcation,  and  enacting,  that  what  had  been  done  there,  by  virtue 
of  the  royal  authority,  were  juft  and  lawful  acts,  and  fhall  be  So 
deemed  ;  from  all  which  it  is  manifeft,  that  .the  iniquitous  Scheme, 
concerted  to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  they  have  a  right  to  by  the 
laws  of  nature  and  the  Engliih  conftitution,  will  be  pertinacioufly 
purfued  :  It  being  therefore  neceffary  to  provide  for  their  defence 
and  fecurity,  and  justifiable  to  make  reprifals  upon  their  enemies, 
and  otherwife  to  annoy  them,  according  to  the  laws  and  ufares  of 
nations,  the  Congrefs,  trufting  that  fuch  of  their  friends  in  Great- 
Britain  (of  whom  it  is  confeffed  there  are  many  entitled  to  applaufe 
and  gratitude  for  their  patriotism  and  benevolence,  and  in  whofe 
favour  a  discrimination  of  property  cannot  be  made)  as  fhall  Suffer 
by  captures,  will  impute  it  to  the  authors  of  our  common  calami- 
ties, do  Declare  and  Refolve,  as  followeth,  to  wit  : 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  be  permitted  to 
fit  out  armed  veffels  to  cruife  on  the  enemies  of  thefe  United  Colo? 
nies. 

Resolved,  That  all  (hips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  jind  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging 
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to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  taken  on  the 
high  feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  by  any  armed  vef- 
fel, fitted  out  by  any  private  peribn  or  perfons,  and  to  whom  com- 
miffions  llia.ll  be  granted,  and  being  libelled  and  profecuted  in  any 
court  erected  for  the  trial  of  maritime  affairs,  in  any  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, (hall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  prize  ;  and  after 
dedu&ing  and  paying  the  wages  which  the  feamen  and  mariners  on 
board  of  fuch  captures,  as  are  merchant  fhips  and  vefTels,  fhall  be  en- 
titled to,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  until  the  time 
of  the  adjudication,  ihall  be  condemned  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  the  officers,  marines,  and  mariners  of  fuch 
armed  veffel,  according  to  fuch  rules  and  proportions  as  they  fhall 
agree  on  :  Provided  always,  that  this  refolution  (hall  not  extend  to 
any  veffel  bringing  fettlers,  arms,  ammunition  or  war-like  ftores  to 
and  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
who  are  friends  to  the  American  caufe,'or  to  fuch  war-like  ftores, 
•r  to  the  effefts  of  fuch  fettlers. 

Resolved,  That  all  fhips  or  vefTels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  in- 
habitant of  Great-Britain  as  aforefaid,  which.fhall  be  taken  by  any 
of  the  vefTels  of  war  of  thefe  United  Colonies,  fhall  be  deemed  for- 
feited ;  one-third,  after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages  of  feamen 
and  marines  as  aforefaid,  to  the  officers  and  men  on  board,  and  two- 
thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  all  fhips  or  vefTels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  inha- 
bitants of  Great- Britain  as  aforefaid,  which  fhall  be  taken  by  any 
veffel  of  war  fitted  out  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of  any  of  the  United 
Colonies,  fhall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  divided,  after  deducting 
and  paying  the  wages  of  feamen  and  mariners,  as  aforefaid,  in  fuch 
manner  and  proportions  as  the  affembly  or  convention  of  fuch  colo- 
ny thall  direft. 

Resolved,  That  all  vefTels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furni- 
ture, and  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  as 
aforefaid,  and  all  vefTels  which  may  be  employed  in  carrying  fup- 
plies  to  the  minifterial  armies,  which  fhall  happen  to  be  taken  near 
the  fhores  of  any  of  thefe  colonies,  by  the  people  of  the  country,  or 
detachments  from  the  army,  fhall  be  deemed  lawful  prize  ;  and  the 
court  of  admiralty  within  the  faid  colony  is  required  on  condemna- 
tion thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  charges  and  expenfes  which  may 
attend  the  capture  and  trial,  be  firft  paid  out  of  the  monies  arifihg 
from  the  fales  of  the  prize,  and  the  remainder  equally  among  all 
thofe,  who  {hall  have  been  actually  engaged  and  employed  in  tak- 
ing the  faid  prize.  Provided,  that  where  any  detachments  of  the 
army  fhall  have  been  employed  as  aforefaid,  their  part  of  the  prize- 
money  fhall  be  diftributed  among  them  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of 
the  officers  and  foldiers  fo  employed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
Jhe  fortifying  one  or  more  ports  on  the  American  coaft,  in  the 
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ftrongeft  manner,  for  the  protection  of  our  cruifers,  and  the  recep- 
tion of  their  prizes  ;  that  they  take  the  opinion  of  the  belt  engi- 
neers on  the  manner  and  expenfe,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflioners  appointed  to  go  to  Canada,  or 
any  two  of  them,  be  empowered,  if  they  think  it  neceflary  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  raife  a  number  of  independent 
companies,  not  exceeding  fix,  and  to  appoint  the  officers  ;  that  they 
alfo  be  empowered  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  the 
army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  while  they  are  there. 

Resolved,  That  1066-§  dollars,  in  continental  money,  over  and 
above  the  1600  dollars  to  be  paid  them  in  fpecie,  be  advanced  to 
the  commiflioners  going  to  Canada,  to  defray  their  expenfes,  they 
to  render  an  account. 

Resolved,  That  400  dollars,  in  fpecie,  be  paid  to  Mr.  Walker,  in 
full  for  fo  much  by  him  lent  to  gen.  Woofter,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  Canada,  and  that  gen.  Woofter's  note  be  taken  up  and  cancelled. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  fundry  motions  offered  by 
the  members  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  be 
referred  to  faid  committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  Mbrcb25,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

One  from  general  Washington  of  the  19th,  wherein  he  informs 
Congrefs,  that  on  the  17th,  the  enemy  evacuated  Bofton,  and  our 
troops  took  poffeflion  of  it  : 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  12th  : 

One  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  21ft  ;  and, 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  whom  they  repre- 
fent,  be  prefented  to  his  excellency  gen.  Wafhington,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  fokliers  under  his  command,  for  their  wife  and  fpirited 
conduct  in  the  fiege  and  acquifition  of  Bofton  ;  and  that  a  medal  of 
gold  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and  prefented 
to  his  excellency  ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  a  proper  device  for  the  medal. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Dugan,  and  colonel  Ritzema. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr, 
Allen. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  in  that  colony  ;  the  i'ai$' 
delegates  to  account  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  the  colonies  in  the  fouthern  department,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  That  it  appears  highly  probable  that  a  very  confiderable 
force  will  be  exerted  in  that  department  by  our  enemies  early  this 
fpring  ;  that  the  continental  forces  employed  in  South-Carolina 
and  Virginia,  refpedtively,  cannot  prudently  be  folely  relied  on, 
for  the  defence  of  thofe  colonies  ;  that  South-Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia are  at  a  very  great  feparate  expenfe  in  armed  veffels,  ren- 
dered abfolutely  necelTary  by  the  fituation  and  circumftances  of 
thofe  countries  ;  that  the  militia  of  South-Carolina  are  obliged  to 
perform  a  very  laborious  duty,  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  the  confequent  quick  rotation,  is  exceflively  burden- 
fome  ;  and  that  the  colony  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  the  fix  con- 
tinental battalions  already  there,  have  refolved  to  raife,  and  are 
now  embodying,  three  other  battalions."     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  South- 
Carolina  be  permitted  to  raife  and  embody  two  other  battalions, 
and  that  they  be  on  the  pay  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent, 
as  foon  as  they  fhall  be  armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muf- 
tered  : 

That  the  three  colonial  battalions  of  Virginia  be  alfo  on  the 
pay  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent,  as  foon. as  they  fhall  be 
armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muttered  : 

That  the  contracts  made  by  the  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  third  battalion  in  that  colony,  at  fix-pence 
half-penny  a  ration,  of  the  fifth  at  eight-pence,  and  of  the  fecond, 
fourth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  at  feven-pence  half-penny  a  ra- 
tion, be  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  mufter-mafter-general  be  appointed  for1 
the  fouthern  department. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Edmund  Randolph,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  E.  Randolph,  Efq;  be  empowered  to  appoint 
two  deputy  mufter-mafters  under  him,  one  for  North-Carolina  and 
the  other  for  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poftponed. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Ca- 
nada with  provifions  and  neceflaries  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  fuch  order 
respecting  the  fupplies  of  provifions  neceffary  for  the  troops  in  Ca- 
nada, as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

The  Congrefs,  being  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  Quebec, 
and  the  general  fecurity  of  the  province  of  Canada,  are  objects  of 
great  concern, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  detach  four 
battalions  into  Canada,  from  the  army  under  his  command,  as  fooa 
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as  he  (hall  be   of  opinion  that  the  fafety  of  New- York  and  thr 
eaftern  fervice  will  permit. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

,^«sanm 


Tuesdat,  March  26,    1776. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  thar  Mr.  Ward,  one  of  the  dele- 
gates of  Rhode-llland,  died  yefterday. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Ward,  to-morrow,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and  will 
continue  in  mourning  for  the  fpace  of  one  month. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wolcott 
be  a  committee,  to  fuperintend  the  funeral,  and  that  they  be  direc- 
ted to  apply  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stillman,  and  requeft  him  to  preach 
a  funeral  fermon  on  the  occallcn  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  affembly  and 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  other  public  bodies  in 
Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  privates  of  the  companies  ordered  from  Ma- 
ryland to  Accomac  and  Northampton,  be  allowed  the  pay  of  the 
privates  in  the  fouthern  department,  which  is  6-|  dollars  per  calen- 
dar month. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  North- 
Carolina  fliall  judge  it  neceffary  for  the  common  fafety  to  raife  one 
or  two  more  battalions,  the  fame  when  armed,  fit  for  fervice  and 
muftered,  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  commodore  Douglafs  be  ordered  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  lakes,  and  take  the  command  of  the  veffels  on  that 
ftation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Thurfday. 

Thursdat,  March  28,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
surers, in  favour  of  William  Barrel,  of  Philadelphia,  in  full  for  tent- 
cloth  fent  by  him  to  colonel  Mifflin,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under 
the  command  of  general  Walhington  ;  the  money  being  paid  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  general's  letter  of  the  13th  ;  to  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  general. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe, 
on  the  moft  reafonable  terms  they  can,  the  fhip  Molly,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent,  and  to  fit  her  out,  with  all  peffible  expedition,  to 
join  captain  Barry,  on  his  cruife  along  the  coaft,  between  New- 
York  and  Virginia. 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Walker  of  Canada  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read. 

Two  letters,  of  the  27th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New- 
Jerfey  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  that  the  Congrefs  fee  no  reafon 
to  alter  or  countermand  the  recruilition  of  the  15th,  and  that,  there- 
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fore,  they  be  requeued  to  expedite  the  march  of  the  troops  to  New- 
York,  agreeable  to  the  requiiition  of  the  commanding  officer. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  of  the  third 
battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony'  of  New-York  ;  and,  th* 
ballots  being  taken, 

Rudolphus  Ritzema  was  elected. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Ritzema  and 
Mr.  Dugan,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan,  as  a  reward  for  his  fer- 
vices  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan  be  appointed  a  major,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  to  command  a  body  of  three  hun- 
dred rangers. 

That  the  faid  rangers  be  divided  into  three  companies,  each  to 
confift  of  one  hundred  men,  and  to  be  commanded  by  a  captain  and 
two  lieutenants  :  That  the  captains  and  lieutenants  be  recommen- 
ded by  lieutenant-colonel  Dugan  to  the  commiflioners  going  to 
Canada  for  their  approbation  ;  and  that,  if  they  approve  the  gen- 
tlemen recommended,  they  grant  them  commiffions. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Finney  be  appointed  a  deputy 
quarter-mafter  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Resolved,  That  two  engineers  be  employed  for  the  fouthern  de- 
partment. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylva- 
nia  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  fome  prifoners  in  the 
gaol  of  Philadelphia  have  meditated  an  efcape,  and  are  near  carry- 
ing their  plan  into  execution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  gaoler  be  directed  to  confine  John  Connolly, 
J.  Smith,  and  Mofes  Kirkland,  in  feparate  apartments,  and  fuffer 
"no  perfon  to  converfe  with  any  of  them,  without  fpecial  orders  of 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  fheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
be  directed,  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  to  call  to  his  aiuftance  a  guard  of  fiftv 
men  from  the  barracks  for  the  defence  of  the  gaol  ;  and  that  the 
fheriff  be  farther  directed  to  keep  fecret  any  intimation  given  him 
of  a  defign  to  refcue  his  prifoners,  and  to  employ  every  means  to 
difcover  and  apprehend  thofe  concerned  in  fuch  defign. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fourth 
Pennfylvania  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  matters  to  this  referred,  being  poftponedj 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  29,    1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 
Vol.  II.  P 
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Two  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  19th  and  21ft,  with  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  &c. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Y«ork,  of  the  26th  : 

One  from  Allan  M'Donald. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  Allan  M'Donald  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  prifoners. 

That  the  other  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  William  Henry,  and  Co.  1 5  lb.  of  powder,  to  prove  the  muf- 
kets  he  has  contracted  to  make  for  the  continent. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Canada :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  commiffary-general  of  ftores  and  provi- 
sions be  appointed  for  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada : 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Mr.  J.  Price  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  report  be  recommitted 
for  further  enquiry  and  examination. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  and  one 
frow  captain  John  Macpherfon,  were  received,  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAr,  March  30,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Arundel,  to 
be  deducted  out  of  his  pay,  and  that  he  be  directed  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  fouthern  department,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  Monfieur  Dechambault,  and  his  companion,  be 
permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  and  tranfact  his  bufinefs,  and 
then  return  to  Briftol. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  engineers  for  the 
fouthern  department  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Stadler  and  Monfieur  Maffenbach  were  elected. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  New-Jerfty  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  minute-men  employed  by  Congrefs  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Heard,  in  the  expedition  to  Long-Illand,  be 
allowed,  while  on  that  fervice,  the  fame  pay  and  rations  as  the  con- 
tinental troops  in  the  middle  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  New- York  prepare  an  anfwer 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  and  affign  the  reafons 
of  the  foregoing  refolution. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  William  Tricket,  for  Stationary,  the  fum  of  41.7  dollars  : 
To  Philip  Apricht  for  provifions  to  ,8,-eneral  Lee's  guard,  the  fum 
of  4.7  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kim- 
ynel  : 

To  Sundries,  on  certificates  for  neceffaries  furniflied  to  the  rifle 
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companies,  the  fum  of  42.2  dollars,  and  that  2.5  dollars,  part  of 
laid  fum,  be  charged  to  captain  Creflap's  company  : 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  rifles,  fhirts,  8cc.  furnifhed  to 
captain  Cluggage's  company,  the  fum  of  81.1  dollars,  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  John  Montgomery,  Efq;  and  charged  to  faid  company : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  on  an  account  now  fettled, 
the  fum  of  409.3  dollars  : 

To  Sacheverel  Wood,  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  him  to  feveral 
prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  137.6  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  provifions  for  Connolly,  Cameron, 
Smith,  and  Kirkland,  the  fum  of  57.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Wrixon,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  each  regimental  furgeon  be  allowed  a  mate  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  furgeon's  mate  be  1 8  dollars  a  month. 

Resolved,  That  fuitable  chirurgical  inftruments  be  purchafed 
with  each  medicine  chefl. 

Resolved,  That  each  brigadier-general,  when  on  command,  be 
empowered  to  appoint  a  brigade-major. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  April  1,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  captain  D.  Arundel  be  allowed  48.5  dollars,  in 
full  for  pay  and  fubfiftence  from  the  8th  of  February,  the  time 
he  was  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  to  the  19th  of  March, 
when  he  received  his  commiffion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  captain 
Romans  one  month's  pay  for  himfelf  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  company,  and  alfo  fubfiftence-money  to  Albany. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  White-Eyes 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  Congrefs  having,  on  the  17th  of  February  laft,  appointed 
a  ftanding  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  with  power, 
among  other  things,  to  employ  and  inflrucl  proper  perfons  for  li- 
quidating the  public  accounts  ;  and  the  faid  refolutions  not  being 
fufficiently  explicit,  with  refpedt  to  the  manner  and  place  of  fet- 
tling thofe  accounts,  and  it  being  a  matter  of  great  confequence, 
that  the  public  accounts  fhould  be  regularly  ftated  and  kept,  and 
juftly  liquidated  and  fettled  ; 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  a  treafury-office  of  accounts  be  infti- 
tuted  and  eftablifhed,  and  that  fuch  office  be  kept  in  the  city  or  place, 
where  Congrefs  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  affembled  and  hold  there 
feffions  : 

That  the  faid  office  of  accounts  be  under  the  direction  and  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  ftanding  committee  for  the  treafury  : 

That  an  auditor-general,  and  a  competent  number  of  afliftant* 
and  clerks,  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  employed,  for  ftatin^ 
arranging,  and  keeping  the  public  accounts  : 
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That  all  accounts  and  claims  againfl  the  United  Colonies,  for 
fervices  or  fupplies,  where  the  rates  or  prices  have  not  been  afcer- 
tained  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  prefented  to  the  committee  of  claims, 
liquidated  by  them,  and  reported  to  and  allowed  by  Congrefs,  pre- 
vious to  their  being  paffed  at  the  treafury-office  ;  that  all  other 
accounts  and  claims,  confifting  of  articles,  the  price  or  value  of 
which  fhall  have  previoufly  been  fixed  by  contract,  or  otherwise  af- 
certained  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  liquidated  and  fettled  at  the  trea- 
fury  office,  and  reported  for  the  allowance  of  Congrefs,  by  the 
committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  and  then  paffed  and 
entered  at  the  treafury  office. 

That  all  contracts,  fecurities,  and  obligations,  for  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  the  United  Colonies,  fhall  be  lodged  and  kept  in  the  trea- 
fury office  of  accounts  ;  and  that  all  perfons  to  whom  public  mo- 
nies have  been  or  fhall  be  advanced  or  paid,  fhall  be  charged  with 
the  fame  in  the  books  of  the  laid  office,  for  which  every  warrant  on 
the  treafury,  which  fhall  iffue  after  the  faid  office  fhall  be  opened, 
fhall,  previous  to  its  being  paid,  be  entered  at  the  treafury  office, 
and  the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant,  by  one  of  the  committee 
on  the  treafury,  the  auditor-general,  or  one  of  his  affiflants  or 
clerks  ;  provided,  however,  that  all  orders  or  warrants  iffued  by 
committees  appointed  and  authorized  by  Congrefs  to  draw  on  the 
treafurers  for  particular  purpofes,  fhall  be  paid  and  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  faid  committee  refpe&ively,  until  they  fhall  fettle 
and  have  their  accounts  paffed  by  Congrefs,  when  the  debits  againfl 
them  fhall  be  difcharged  in  the  treafury  office,  by  fuch  credits  as 
Congrefs  fhall  agree  to  and  allow  : 

That  all  affembhes,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
fafety,  commiffaries,  pay-mafters,  and  others,  entrufted  with  pub- 
lic monies,  fhall,  within  a  reafonable  time,  after  being  called  upon 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  committee  of  the  treafury,  produce  their 
accounts  and  vouchers  at  the  treafury  office,  in  order  to  their  being 
fettled  and  adjufled  in  the  manner  before  directed  : 

That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ffiall  be  au- 
thorized to  apply  to  the  commanding  officers  and  others,  in  the 
continental  fervite,  fjr  fuch  materials  and  information,  as  the  com- 
mittee may  judge  to  be  ufeful,  for  Hating,  explaining,  or  checking 
the  public  accounts,  in  order  to  their  being  fairly  and  juftly  fettled  : 
That  the  auditor-general  and  his  affiflants  or  clerks,  before  en- 
tering upon  their  offices,  fhall,  refpe&ively,  take  an  oath,  to  be 
adminiflered  by  one  or  more  of  the  committee  of  the  treafury- 
office  (a  certificate  whereof  (hall  be  filed  in  the  treafury-office) 
well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  as  auditor, 
affiftant,  or  clerk,  (as  the  cafe  may  be,)  of  the  office  of  accounts, 
eftablifhed  by  Congrefs,  according  to  the  befl  of  their  fkill  and 
judgment,  and  to  difclofe  no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  fhall 
"be  acquired  in  confequence  of  fuch  their  office,  which  they  fhall  be 
directed  to  keep  fecret : 

That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ffiall  be  au- 
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thorized  to  hire  fuitable  places,  and  procure  books  of  accounts  and 
other  neceflaries  at  the  public  expenfe,  for  the  eftablifhing  and 
doing  the  bulinefs  of  the  laid  office. 

Resolved,  That  major  James  Hewes,  a  prifoner  at  Elizabeth- 
tewn,  be  allowed  and  ordered  to  come  to  Philadelphia  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health,  and  there  to  wait  on  the  committee  for  prifoners,  and 
take  their  directions  with  refpect  to  the  place  of  his  future  refidence. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Paine  be  directed  to  ex- 
amine the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  and  particularly  the  apartments 
■where  Kirkland,  Connoly,  Smith,  and  Cameron  are  confined,  and 
report  what  is  neceffary  to  be  done  to  have  them  fafely  and  fecure- 
ly  kept. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
James  M'Knight,  and  examine  his  account  and  the  nature  of  his 
claim,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr. 
de  Hart. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Jacob 
Kemper,  jun.  to  be  appointed  an  enfign  in  captain  Howell's  com- 
pany in  the  firft  New-Jerfey  battalion,  in  the  room  of  Cyprus  d« 
Hart,  who  has  refigned, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  gran- 
ted to  him  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  in  his  next  letter  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, defire  him  to  fend  an  account  of  the  lead  at  Ticonderoga. 

A  letter  from  Alexander  M'Donnald,  George  Gillefpie,  and  J. 
W.  Saunders,  of  the  12th  of  March,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  M'Kean, 
and  Mr.  de  Hart. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  April  2,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  24th  of  March,  with 
five  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commiffion, 
and  inftructions  to  commanders  of  private  (hips  of  war,  brought  in 
the  fame,  which  were  read. 

The.  commiffion,  being  agreed  to,  is  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampihire,  See. 
to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  {hall  come,  greeting  :  Know  ye  that 
■we  have  granted,  and,  bv  thefe  prefents,  do  grant,  licenfe  and  au- 
thority to  mariner,  commander  of  the  called  of  the 
burden  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging  to  of  in 
the  colony  of  mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by 
men,  to  fit  out  and  let  forth  the  faid  in  a  warlike  man- 
-»er,  and  by  and  with  the  faid  and  the  crew  thereof,  by  force 
oi  arms,  to  attack,  feize,  and  take  the  fhips  and  other  veffels,  be- 
longing to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  them,  with 
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their  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  lading,  on  the  higli  feas,  or  be- 
tween high  and  low  water  marks,  and  to  bring  the  fame  to  fome 
convenient  ports  in  the  faid  colonies,  in  order  that  the  courts,  which 
are  or  (hall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil 
and  maritime,  may  proceed,  in  due  form,  to  condemn  the  faid  cap- 
tures, if  they  be  adjudged  lawful  prize  ;  the  faid  having  given 
bond,  with  fufficient  fureties,  that  nothing  be  done  by  the  faid 
or  any  of  the  officers,  mariners,  or  company  thereof,  contrary  to 
or  inconfiflent  with  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  nations,  and  the  in- 
ftructions,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  him.  And  wc 
will  and  require  all  our  officers  whatfoever,  to  give  fuccour  and 
afiifbance  to  the  faid  in  the  premifes.  This  commiffion  (hall  con- 
tinue in  force  until  the  Congrefs  {hall  iflhe  orders  to  the  contrary. 
By  order  of  Congrefs : 
Atteft,  Prefident. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  draught  of  in- 
ftrudlions ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be  an  inftru&ion 
to  the  committee,  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  faid  draught,  as  they  fhall 
think  beft.    . 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks  to  general 
"Wafhington,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and  for- 
warded. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  to  whom  the  letter  from  M.  Belle- 
tre,  oi  the  16th  of  March  laft,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  3,400  dollars  be  advanced  by  the  trea- 
furers  to  M.  Bdletre,  on  his  delivering  to  them  his  bills  of  ex- 
change for  the  like  fum  payable  in  gold  or  filver  in  the  province  of 
Canada. 

A  petition  from  William  Lindfay  being  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  difcharge  Robert, 
the  fon  of  faid  William  Lindfay,  enlifted  in  his  battalion. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  April  3,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  24th  of 
March,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  memoiial  and  petition  from  captain  John  Nelfon,  was  pre- 
fented to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;   alfo, 

A  petition  from  P.  Moore,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  floops 
Con^: ;  efs  and  Chance  privateers,  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  faid  own-, 
ers  ^Ou  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  their  privateers,  t 
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The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  the  account  of  MeflYs.  Price 
and  Haywood  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report  :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood, 
the  fum  of  64,358.6  dollars,  on  account  of  fupplies  to  the  army  in 
Canada,  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts  ; 
and  that  general  Woofter  be  directed  to  forward  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  lodged  in  his  hands. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  townfhip  of  Montague,  in  the  county  of  Suffex,  in  New- 
Jerfey,  for  ilay-hire,  in  forwarding  the  prifoners  from  Canada,  un- 
der the  command  of  captain  Brafher,  the  fum  of  45  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Chriftopher. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  H.  Fifher,  of  Lewis^town,  to  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  together  with  a  refolve  of  faid  committee, 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  raifed  in 
Delaware  government,  be  directed  to  fend  two  companies  of  faid 
battalion  to  Lewis-town,  there  to  remain  in  the  fervice  of  the  con- 
tinent till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  and  empower- 
ed to  fit  out,  with  all  expedition,  two  armed  cutters,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  blank  commiffions  for  private  fhips  of  war  and 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  figned  by  the  prefident,  be  fent  to 
the  general  affemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of. 
fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  by  them  filled  up  and  deliver- 
ed to  the  perfons  intending  to  fit  out  fuch  private  fhips  of  war,  for 
making  captures  of  Britifh  veffels  and  cargoes,  who  lhall  apply  for 
the  fame,  and  execute  the  bonds  which  fhall  be  fent  with  the  faid 
commiffions,  which  bonds  {hall  be  returned  to  the  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  every  perfon  intending  to  fet  forth  and  fit  out  a 
private  fhip  or  veffel  of  war,  and  applying  for  a  commiffion  or  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprifal  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  produce  a  writing 
fubferibed  by  him,  containing  the  name  and  tonnage  or  burden  of 
the  fhip  or  veffel,  the  number  of  her  guns,  with  their  weight  of 
metal,  the  name  and  place  of  refidence  of  the  owner  or  owners,  the 
names  of  the  commander  and  other  officers,  the  number  of  the  crew,, 
and  the  quantity  of  provifions  and  war-like  ftores;  which  writing 
fhall  be  delivered  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  or  to  the  clerk  of 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  convention,  or  council,  or  committee 
of  fafety  of  the  colony  in  which  the  fhip  or  veffel  fhall  be,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  faid  fecretary,  and  fhall  be  regiflered  by  him  ; 
and  that  the  commander  of  the  fhip  or  veffel,  before  the  commiffion. 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  may  be  granted,  fhall,  together 
with  fureties,  feal  and  deliver  a  bond,  in  the  penalty  of  five  thoufand. 
dollars,  if  the  veffel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  or  under,  or  ten  thou- 
fand dollars,  if  of  a  greater  burden,  payable  to  the  prefident  of  the 
Congrefs,  in  truft  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  with  condition 
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in  the  form  following,  to  wit  :  "  The  condition  of  this  obligation 
is  fuch,  that  if  the  above   bounden         ,  who  is  commander  of  the 
,  called         ,  belonging  to         ,  of         ,  in  the  colony  of       , 
mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by         men,  and  who 

hath  applied  for  a  commiffion,  and  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal, 
to  arm,  equip,  and  fet  forth  to  fea,  the  faid  ,  as  a  private  fhip  of 
war,  and  to  make  captures  of  Britifli  veffels  and  cargoes,  fhall  not 
exceed  or  tranfgrefs  the  powers  and  authorities  which  fhall  be  con- 
tained in  the  faid  commiffion,  but  fhall,  in  all  things,  obferve  and  con- 
duct himfelf,  and  govern  his  crew,  by  and  according  to  the  fame,  and 
certain  inftruftions  therewith  to  be  delivered,  and  fuch  other  intruc- 
tions  as  may  hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  fhall  make  reparation 
for  all  damages  fuftained  by  any  mifconduct  or  unwarrantable  pro- 
ceedings of  himfelf,  or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  faid  ;  then  this 
obligation  fhall  be  void,  orelfe  remain  in  force;"  which  bond  fhall 
be  lodged  with  the  faid  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  inftructions  to  the  commanders  of 
private  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  were  recommitted,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  being  taken  into  confideration,  and  debated  by  para- 
graphs, was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Instructions  to  the  commanders,  of  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war, 
•which  shall  have  commissions  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
authorizing  them  to  make  captures  of  British  vessels  and  cargoes. 

1.  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all  fhips 
and  other  veffels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  on 
the  high  feas,  or  between  high  water  and  low  water  marks,  except 
fhips  and  veffels  bringing  perfons  who  intend  to  fettle  and  refide  in 
the  United  Colonies  ;  or  bringing  arms,  ammunition,  or  war-like 
ftores,  to  the  faid  colonies,  for  the  life  of  fuch  inhabitants  thereof 
as  are  friends  to  the  American  caufe,  which  you  fhall  fuffer  to  pafs 
unmolefted,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable  fearch, 
and  giving  fatisfa&ory  information  of  the  contents  of  the  ladings, 
and  deftinations  of  the  voyages. 

2.  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all  fhips 
and  other  veffels  -whatfoever,  carrying  foldiers,  arms,  gunpowder, 
ammunition,  proviiions,  or  any  other  contraband  goods,  to  any  of 
the  Britifli  armies  or  fhips  of  war  employed  againft  thefe  colonies. 

3.  You  fhall  bring  fuch  fhips  and  veffels,  as  you  fhall  take,  with 
their  guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  ladings,  to  fomc 
convenient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  Colonies,  that  proceedings 
may  thereupon  be  had,  indue  form,  before  the  courts,  which  are  or 
fhall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil  and  ma- 
ritime. 

4.  You,  or  one  of  your  chief  officers,  fhall  bring  or  fend  the  maf- 
ter  and  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  perfon  05  perfons  of  the 
company  of  every  fhip  or  veffel  by  you  taken,  as  foon  after  the 
capture  as  may  be,  to  the  judge  or  judges  of  fuch  court  as  afore- 
jfeid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  anfwer  to  the  interroga- 
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tories  which  may  he  propounded,  touching  the  intereft  or  property 
of  the  Ihip  or  veffel,  and  her  lading  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  you 
lhall  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered,  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all 
paffes,  lea-briefs,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters, 
and  other  documents  and  writings  found  on  board,  proving  the  faid 
papers,  by  the  affidavit  of  yourfelf,  or  of  fome  other  perfon  prefent 
at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were  received,  without  fraud, 
addition,  lubduction  or  embezzlement. 

5.  You  mall  keep  and  preferve  every  (hip  or  veffel,  and  cargo,  by 
you  taken,  until  they  (hall,  by  a  fentence  of  a  court  properly  au- 
thorized, be  adjudged  lawful  prizes  ;  not  felling,  fpoiling,  wafting, 
or  diminifhing  the  fame,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  fuffering 
any  fuch  thing  to  be  done. 

6.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  officers  or  crew,  (hall,  in  cold  blood, 
kill  or  maim,  or  by  torture  or  otherwife,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and, 
contrary  to  common  ufage,  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in 
war,  treat  any  perfon  or  perfons  furprized  in  the  fhip  or  veffel  you 
fliall  take,  the  offender  fhall  be  feverely  punifhed. 

7.  You  mall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  fend  to  Congrefs 
written  accounts  of  the  captures  you  fhall  make,  with  the  number 
and  names  of  the  captives,  copies  of  your  journal  from  time  to  time, 
and  intelligence  of  what  may  occur  or  be  discovered  concerning  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  the  deftination,  motions,  and  operations 
of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

8.  One-third,  at  leaft,  of  your  whole  company  fhall  be  landfmen. 

9.  You  fhall  not  ranfom  any  prifoners  or  captives,  but  fhall  dif- 
pofe  of  them  in  fuch  manner,  as  the  Congrefs,  or,  if  that  be  not  fit- 
ting, in  the  colony  whither  they  fliall  be  brought,  as  the  general  af- 
fembly,  convention,  or  council,  or  committee  of  fafety,  of  fuch  co- 
lony, fliall  direct. 

10.  You  fhall  obferve  all  fuch  further  inftructions  as  Congrefs 
fhall  hereafter  give  in  the  premifes,  when  you  fhall  have  notice 
thereof. 

1 1.  If  you  fliall  do  any  thing  contrary  to  thefe  inftruftions,  or 
to  others  hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  fuffer  fuch  thing  to  be 
done,  you  fliall  not  only  forfeit  your  commiffion,  and  be  liable  to 
an  aftion  for  the  breach  of  the  condition  of  your  bond,  but  be  re- 
fponfible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  fuftained  by  fuch  mal- 
verfation. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  auditor  of  accounts.be  at  the  rate 
of  one  thoufand  and  fixty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
annum. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Vol.   II.  Q^ 
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Thursday,  April  4,   1776. 
Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  be  directed  to  take  colonel  Belc= 
fire's  bills  drawn  en  fome  of  his  friends  or  correfpondents  in  Cana- 
da, and  not  upon  general  Carlton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  John  de  Hart,  for  provifions  furniihed  by  Archibald  Camp-' 
bell,  the  fum  of  17.9  dollars: 

Odered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  100  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers in  favour  of  Monf.  Le  Fontaine,  for  his  fervices  in  Canada. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  trade 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  thepre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  taken  into  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
and  had  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  deli- 
ver in. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read, 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  from  James 
M'Knight,  and  the  letter  from  Alexander  M'Donald,  George 
Gillefpie,  and  J.  W.  Saunders,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation  of 
the  county  of  Burlington,  be  requefted  to  make  fale  of  the  floop 
Sally,  whereof  the  faid  James  M'Knight  was  prize-mafter,  and 
■which  was  lately  run  afliore  by  him,  within  the  faid  county,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  cargo  on 
board,  at  public  auction ;  and,  after  deducting  the  charges  of  fecuring 
and  felling  the  fame,  to  pay  one  moiety  of  the  furplus  to  the  faid 
James  M'Knight  for  falvage,  and  retain  the  other  moiety  thereof 
for  the  owner  or  owners. 

That  Meffrs.  Alexander  M'Donald,  George  Gillefpie,  and  J.  W. 
Saunders,  who  have  lately  come  into  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey 
from  the  Britiih  Weft-India  iflands,  where,  and  in  Great-Britain, 
they  have  confiderable  property  remaining,  be  excufed  from  enter- 
ing into  the  militia  of  the  faid  colony  ?  and  from  figning  the  affocia- 
tion;  provided  always,  that  they  be,  in  all  other  refpefts,  fubjeA  to 
the  like  taxes  and  regulations  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  beft  ways  and  means  of 
fupplying  the  army  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which 
was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  53  dollars  be  advanced  to  Monf.  St. 
Aulaire,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  pay. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 
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S.ifuRDAr,  April  6,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  cap- 
tain Romans  with  twenty-four  mufkets  for  the  ufe  of  his  company: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  St. 
Clair,  fix  pounds  of  powder  and  four  pounds  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  rifle  company  of  his  battalion. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  ;  and  the  fame  being  twice  read,  and  deba- 
ted by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  except  ftaves 
and  empty  calks,  other  than  iTiaken  or  knocked  down  calks  for  mo- 
luffes,  may  be  exported  from  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  by  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all  fuch  countries,  as  are 
not  fubjedl  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  to  any  parts  of  the  world, 
which  are  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  faid  king;  provided,  that 
no  veffel  be  permitted  to  export  any  greater  number  of  fhaken  or 
knocked  down  molaffes  cafks,  than  the  fame  veffel  is  capable  of  car- 
rying, when  they  fhall  be  Riled  with  molaffes. 

Resolved,  That  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  except  fuch 
as  are  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of,  or  brought 
from  any  country  under  the  dominion  of,  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
and  except  Eafl-India  tea,  may  be  imported  from  any  other  parts  of 
the  world,  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  by  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all  fuch  countries  as  are  not  fubject  to 
the  faid  king ;  liable,  however,  to  all  fuch  duties  and  impofitions  as 
now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  laid  by  any  of  the  faid  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  be  underftood  to 
prevent  fuch  future  commercial  regulations,  as  fhall  be  thought  juft 
and  neceffary  by  thefe  United  Colonies,  or  their  refpective  legisla- 
tures. 

Resolved,  That  no  Haves  be  imported  into  any  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conven- 
tions in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  appoint  proper  officers,  at  convenient 
places  in  their  refpective  colonies,  to  take  bonds  in  adequate  penal- 
ties, for  obferving  the  regulations  made  by  the  Congrefs,  or  affem- 
blies, or  conventions,  concerning  trade,  and  for  fecuring  the  obfer- 
vation  of  fuch  parts  of  the  affociation,  as  are  not  inconfiftent  there- 
with; and  that  the  obligor  fhall,  within  eighteen  months  after  the 
departure  of  the  veffel,  produce  to  fuch  officers,  a  certificate,  under 
the  hands  and  feals  of  three  or  more  reputable  merchants,  refiding 
at  the  port  or  place  where  the  cargo  fhall' be  delivered,  that  the 
fame  was  there  unladed,  and  take  manifefts  upon  oath,  of  the  car- 
goes exported  and  imported,  and  keep  fair  accounts  and  entries 
thereof,  give  bills  of  health  when  defired,  grant  regifters  fhewing 
the  property  of  the  veffels  cleared  out,  and  fign  certificates  that  the 
requifites  for  qualifying  veffels  to  trade,  have  been  complied  with: 
And  that  the  fees  of  the  faid  officers  be  ftated  by  the  refpective  af- 
femblies or  conventions.  Provided  always,  that  no  profecution  upon 
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any  of  the  faid  bonds,  fhall  be  commenced,  but  within  three  jgears 
after  the  date  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  except  fuch 
as  are  made  prize  of,  which  fhall  be  imported  directly  or  indirectly 
from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  into  any  of  thefe  United  Colonies, 
contrary  to  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  forfeited 
and  difpofed  of,  agreeable  to  fuch  rules  as  fhall  be  made  by  the  fe- 
veral  affemblies  or  conventions,  and  fhall  be  liable  to  profecution 
and  condemnation,  in  any  court  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  for  the  de- 
termination of  maritime  affairs,  in  the  colony  where  the  feizure  fhall 
be  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution  for  difpofing  of,  and  ufing  the  tea  now  in  thefe  colonies : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Robert  Irwin,  waggon-mafter  for  William  M'Carty's  and  Ri- 
chard Key's  teams  to  Virginia,  with  powder,  each  thirty  days  and 
ferriages,  the  fum  of  250.5  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of 
the  7th  and  19th,  and  from  W.  Paulding,  Efq;  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  the  26th  of  March 
laft,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  taken  into 
confederation, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  inflection  and  obfervation  of 
Albany  be  defired  to  examine,  ftate,  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  ex- 
penfes  incurred  in  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point, 
which  fhall  be  laid  before  them  by  general  Schuyler,  and  repprt 
the  fame  to  Congrefs, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  nor- 
thern department,  be  defired  to  aflure  the  Indians,  that  Congrefs 
will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  procure  goods  for  them,  and 
hope  they  fhall  foon  accomplifh  it. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Yates  be  appointed  fecretary  to  the  com- 
miffioners for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  and  be  al- 
lowed at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  by  the  year. 
Resolved,  That  the  remainder,  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 
A  letter  from   general  Wafhington  of  the  27th  of  March,  and 
A  letter  from  brigadier-general  Heath,  being  received  and  read, 
Resolved,  That  the  letter  from   general  Wafhington,   with  the 
papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 
''Resolved,  That  the  fum  of   100,000  dollars  be  lent    to  New- 
York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  there,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

The  committee  for  prifoners  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  directed  to  write 
to  their  convention,  or  committee  or  council  of  fafety,  to  collect 
and  forward  to  the  treafurers  of  the  United  Colonies,  what  gold 
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and  filver  they  can  procure,  and  to  draw  on  the  prefident  for  the 
amount  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  for  half-joes,  weighing 
nine-penny  weight. 

The  committee  on  qualifications,  having  recommended  Samuel 
Checkley,  as  a  proper  perlbn  to  fill  a  vacancy  of  an  enlign  in  the 
third  Pennfylvania  battalion  : 

Ordered,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  the  faid  Samuel 
Checkley  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Tuefday  next. 

Tuesday,  April  9,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  New- 
York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  there. 

A  lift  of  prifoners  brought  from  Canada  by  major  Zedwitz,  and 
a  letter  of  the  4th  from  John  Nelfon,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  Brunfwick,  refpe&ing  prifoners  brought  to  that  place  ;  alfo,  a 
letter  from  colonel  Haflet  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  being  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  captain  Brice,  a  prifoner  at  Brunfwick, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Brice  be  permitted  to  come  to  Phila- 
delphia, in  order  to  confult  a  phyfician,  and  there  wait  the  orders 
of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  of  March  from  brigadier-general  Woofter, 
and  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  the  fame  month  from  general  Schuyler, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor-general, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

John  Gibfon,  Efq;  was  elected. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  prifoners  ;  wThereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Thomas  Gamble  be  not  exchanged,  there 
being  no  cartel  fettled. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell  be  permitted  to  refide 
with  his  wife  and  family  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  in  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  prifoners  be  directed  to  write 
to  general  Schuyler,  and  take  his  opinion  whether  Allan  M'Donald, 
and  the  other  hoftages  taken  in  Tryon  county,  may,  confiftent 
with  the  public  fafety,  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  refpective 
homes  on  their  parole. 

Resolved,  That  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  of  war  in  each  colony  be 
made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  the  houfe  of  aftembly,  convention, 
council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  fuch  colony  refpe&ively,  and 
that  they  be  authorized  and  requefted  to  caufe  a  ftrict  obfervance 
of  the  terms  on  whicli  fuch  prifoners  have  been  enlarged,  and  alfo 
to  take  efpecial  care  that  none  of  thofe  confined,  by  ovder  of  Con- 
grefs, be  fuffered  to  efcape  ;  and  alfo,  that  the  allowance  to  each 
prifoner  be  punctually  paid  by  the  prefident  of  the  convention,  or 
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of  the  council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  in  which  he 
xefides  ;  and  where  there  are  no  conventions,  by  the  fpeakers  of 
affembly,  which  faid  prefidents  or  fpeakers  are  hereby  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  to  draw  for  the  fums  advanced  in  purfiiance  of 
this  refolution,  upon  the  prefident  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Prefcot,  upon  fubfcribing  the 
parole  ordered,  be  enlarged  from  his  prefent  confinement. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Lewis  Nicola,  for  repairs  done  at  the  old  gaol  in  this  cityj 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  troops,  the  fum  of  226  dollars : 

To  Jofeph  Page,  for  his  fervice  in  attending  the  powder-waggons 
to  Virginia,  the  fum  of  5  5  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq; 

To  Jacob  Garrigues,  for  transcribing  minutes,  letters,  Sec.  for 
Congrefs,  the  fum  of  48.2  dollars  : 

To  John  Bruce,  for  402  tin  cartouch-boxes,  the  fum  of  174.2 
dollars  : 

To  John  Armer  and  Samuel  Allen,  for  bringing  baggage,  Sec. 
belonging  to  Mefirs.  Dulhunt  and  Gamilli,  from  New- York  to 
Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  2  1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Samuel  Allen  : 

To  fundry  perfons  for  horfe-hire,  provifions,  &c.  the  fum  of  12.5 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq; 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  the  Britifh  troops  of 
the  7th  and  26th  regiments,  who  are  prifoners,  the  fum  of  294 
dollars,  and  for  Avampum  for  the  Southern  department,  the  fum  of 
5  9  dollars  : 

To  Ludowic  Kuhn,  for  boarding  part  of  captain  Roman's  com-; 
pany  of  matrofles,  the  fum  of  5  9.8  dollars  : 

To  William  Shepherd,  for  two  horfes  fold  by  him  to  general 
Lee,  and  for  fundry  articles  of  geers,  the  fum   of  175.7   dollars: 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  provifions  for  the  7th  and  26th  regi-, 
ments  of  Britifh  troops,  from  the  26th  February  to  the  21ft  March, 
the  fum  of  193.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Lord  Stirling  having,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the 
19th  of  March  laft,  appointed  perfons  to  value  the  boat  of  Michael 
Kearney,  jun.  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  the  valuation  by  them 
made,  amounting  to  72  5  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  the  faid  Michael  Kearney. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  April   10,    1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  1ft  from  general  Wafhington  were  laid  before 
Congrefs   and  read  ;   alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  John  Connolly. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  Indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department,  and  the  petition  of  captain  White-Eyes  were  re- 
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ferred,  brought  in   their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confedera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  defired  to  employ,  for  rea- 
sonable falaries,  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  to  relide  among  the  Dela- 
ware Indians,  and  inftrudf  them  in  the  Chriflian  religion  ;  a  fchool- 
niafter  to  teach  their  youth  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  ;  alio, 
a  blackfmith  to  do  the  work  of  the  Indians  in  the  middle  department. 
Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department,  be  defired  to  provide,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United 
Colonies,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  the 
Indians,  and  their  attendants  and  meffengers,  with  the  accuftomed 
hofpitality,  when  they  come  to  Pittsburgh,  to  treat,  or  give  intelli- 
gence of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  vifit. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  be  defired  to 
acquaint  the  Indians,  in  their  refpedtive  departments,  that  Congrefs 
have  formed  a  plan  for  importing  goods  to  fupply  their  neceffities  : 
That  the  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  be  defired  to  enquire, 
and  report  the  caufe,  of  the  difcontent  of  the  Indians  in  the  middle 
department,  what  meafures  may  be  purfued  to  reftore  quiet  and 
harmony,  and  to  ufe  their  utraoft  endeavours,  in.  the  mean  time,  to 
prevent  hoftilities. 

Resolved,  That  although  the  profperity  of  Dartmouth  college, 
in  the  colony  of  New-Hampfhire,  is  a  defirable  object,  it  is  neither 
feafonable  nor  prudent  to  contribute  towards  its  relief  or  fupport, 
Out  of  the  public  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  fo  foon  as  coveniently  may  be,  a  treaty  be  held 
between  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment, and  the  nations  of  Indians  to  the  weft  ward ;  and  that  the 
faid  commiffioners  be  defired  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing for  that  purpofe,  and  give  the  Indians  information  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  captain  George  Morgan,  Eneas: 
Mackay,  Efq;  and  captain  John  Neville,  to  adjufl  and  determine 
all  matters  of  difference  between  Coquataginta,  or  captain  White- 
Eyes,  and  Meflrs.  Bernard  Gratz  and  Michael  Gratz  ;  and  that  the 
arbitrators,  in  cafe  either  of  the  parties  to  whom  it  is  recommended 
to  fubmit  to  their  award,  fhall  refufe  to  abide  thereby,  report  the 
reafons  of  fuch  refufal,  with  a  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  any  other  mat- 
ters they  fhall  think  fit,  to  Congrefs. 

That  difputes  which  fhall  arife  between  any  of  the  white  people 
and  the  Indians  in  their  dealings,  (if  the  latter  will  confent)  be  de- 
termined by  arbitrators,  chofen,  one  by  each  of  the  parties,  and  ano- 
ther by  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  or  when  they  are  ab- 
fent,  by  the  agent  in  the  department  where  the  Indian  party  refides. 
The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  agent  for  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined, 

George  Morgan,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  prefented  to  captain 
White-Eves. 
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Resolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  the  agent  for  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  middle  department,  be  empowered  to  purchafe  for  cap- 
tain White-Eyes,  two  horfes  with  two  faddles  and  bridles,  and  that 
the  treafurers  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  faid  George  Morgan,  a  fum 
not  exceeding  100  dollars  for  defraying  the  expenfes  thereof. 

Resolved,  That   the    following  fpeech  be  delivered  to  captain 
White-Eyes  to-morrow  morning. 
Brother  captain   White-Eyes, 

"  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  our  promife  made  to  you  and 
your  nation,  the  1 6th  of  December.     We  now  thank  you  for  your 
ipeech  to  us  the  2d  of  laft  month. 
Brothers  the  Delawares, 

At  the  council-fire,  at  Pittsburgh,  laft  fall,  and  fince  by  our  bro- 
ther captain  White-Eyes,  who  hath  been  all  the  winter  with  us,, 
you  requefted  our  afultance  to  promote  peace  and  ufeful  knowledge 
among  you,  particularly  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 
We  rejoice,  brothers,  to  find  you  thus  difpofed,  and  will,  as  early 
as  we  can,  provide  a  fuitable  minifter  and  fchoolmafter,  and  a  fo- 
ber  man  to  inftruct  you  in  agriculture.  Thefe  things  we  agree  to 
do,  brothers,  at  your  requeft,  and  to  convince  you  that  we  wifh  to 
advance  your  happinefs,  and  that  there  may  be  a  lafting  union  be- 
tween us,  and  that,  as  you  exprefs  it,  we  may  become  one  people. 
The  introduction  of  ufeful  arts  among  you  will  be  effected,  we  ap- 
prehend, by  encouraging  handicraft  men  to  fettle  and  refide  in 
your  country.  The  method  of  doing  this,  mutt  be  left  to  your  own 
discretion; 

Brothers, 

We  defire  you  will  make  it  known  among  all  the  Indian  nations 
to  the  weftward,  that  we  are  determined  to  cultivate  peace  and 
friendfhip  with  them,  and  that  we  will  endeavour,  by  making  the 
belt  regulations  in  our  power,  to  prevent  any  of  our  people  wrong- 
ing them  in  any  manner,  or  taking  their  lands  ;  and  that  we  will 
ftrive  to  put  the  trade  between  us  on  fuch  a  footing,  as  will  fecure 
the  peace,  and  promote  the  intereft  of  all  parties  ;  and  we  expect, 
that  all  the  wife  men,  of  every  Indian  nation,  will  ufe  their  influ- 
ence for  the  fame  purpofe. 
Brothers, 

We  have  named  George  Morgan,  Efq;  as  agent  under  our  com- 
miflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  we  de- 
fire  you  will  confer  with  him  on  whatever  bufinefs  you  may  have 
with  us.  We  hope  you  will  inform  him  of  all  public  matters.  We 
recommend  him  to  your  friendship. 
Brothers, 

You  tell  us,  that  your  uncles,  our  brothers,  the  Wiandots,  have 
given  your  nation  a  large  tract  of  country,  comprehended  between 
the  river  Ohio  on  the  fouth,  the  weft  branch  of  the  river  Muf- 
kingham  and  Sandufky  on  the  weft,  Lake  Eriejon  the  north,  and 
Prefu|ue-I{le  on  the  eaft : 
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Brothers, 

Hearken  to  our  advice.  As  we  are  informed  that  your  uncles, 
our  brothers,  the  Six  Nations,  claim  moft  of  thofe  lands,  we  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  obtain  their  approbation  of  this  grant  to  you  from 
the  Wiandots  in  public  council,  and  have  it  put  on  record.  Such 
a  ftep  will  prevent  uneafinefs  and  jealoufy  on  their  part,  and  conti- 
nue the  confidence  and  friendfhip  which  fubfifts  between  you  and 
them.  We  wifh  to  promote  the  lafting  peace  and  happinefs  of  all 
our  brothers,  the  Indian  nations,  who  live  with  us  on  this  great 
iiland.  As  far  as  your  fettlement  and  fecurity  may  depend  upon 
us,  you  may  be  allured  of  our  protection.  We  fhall  take  all  the 
care  in  our  power,  that  no  interruption  or  difturbance  be  given  you 
by  our  people,  nor  fhall  any  of  them  be  fuffered,  by  force  or  fraud,  to 
•deprive  you  of  any  of  your  lands,  or  to  fettle  them  without  a  fair 
purchafe  from  you,  and  your  free  confent.  If,  contrary  to  our  in- 
tention, any  injury  mould  be  offered  to  you  by  any  of  our  people, 
inform  us  of  it,  and  we  fhall  be  always  ready  to  procure  you  fatif- 
faction  and  redrefs. 

Brother  captain   White-Eyes, 

We  delire  you  will  inform  your  nation,  your  uncles  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  Wiandots,  your  grand  children  the  Shawanefe,  and  all 
the  other  nations,  what  you  have  feen  and  heard  among  us,  and  ex- 
hort them  to  keep  faff,  hold  of  the  covenant-chain  of  friendfhip. 
which  we  have  fo  lately  repaired  and  ftrengthened.  As  you  are 
now  about  to  depart,  we  prefent  you  with  fome  money  to  buy  clothes 
and  neceffaries,  and  pay  your  expenfes,  and  we  wifh  you  a  good 
journey,  and  bid  you  farewell. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thur  sua  r,  April  11,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  general  Putnam,  at  New- York,  with, 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10.000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  oi 
the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Zedwitz,  for  expenfes  in  curing  a  wound  re- 
ceived by  him  in  falling  from  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and  his  expenfes 
from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  255.6  dollars : 

To  John  Hales,  for  carriage-hire,  Sec.  for  the  commiffioners  go- 
ing to  Canada,  the  fum  of  223  dollars  : 

To  Oliver  Wolcott,  Efq;  for  his  expenfes  in  attending  a  treaty 
with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  the  fum  of  60-doHars  : ' 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attending  the  prifoners  at  Reading, 
the  fum  of  76.6  dollars  ;  and  for  medicines,  &c.  provided  for  the 
troops  in  the  middle  department,  the  fum  of  1  34.6  dollars,  amount- 
ing, together,  to  the  fum  of  2  1 1 .2  dollars. 

Vol.  II.  R 
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To  the  following  perfons  for  boarding,  Sec.  gen.  Lee's  guard,  viz. 


Jacob  Wyncoop,       13.6  dols. 
Michael  Gallagher,     1.8 
John  Kerlin,  8.6 

Charles  Stultz,  3.7 


Richard  Jacobs, the fumof  6.4  dols. 
William  Staddleman,        7.4 
William  M'Dowell,  3.4 

Lawrence  Fegan,  8.4 

To  captain  Long,  for  fo  much  advanced  by  him  to  captain  John 
Nelfon,  of  one  of  the  rifle  companies,  the  fum  of  10.7  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  allow,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  hoftages  fent  by  general  Schuyler  from  Tryon  county,  the  fum 
of  two  dollars  a  week. 

Resolved,  That  two  new  members  be  added  to  the  cannon  com- 
mittee, in  the  room  of  two  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
delegates  of  Maryland  with  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  life  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Eaftern  Shore,  in  that  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  be  re- 
quefted  to  provide  proper  barracks  or  quarters  for  fuch  of  the  conti- 
nental troops,  as  may  be,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  New- York,  be  direc- 
ted to  difcharge  the  militia  of  New-Jerfey  who  are  in  the  pay  of 
the  continent: 

That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-York  be  directed  to  dif- 
charge the  whole,  or  fuch  parts  of  the  militia  of  New-York  and  Con- 
necticut, now  in  the  pay  of  the  continent,  as  the  public  fervice 
will  permit. 

A  petition  from  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  in  behalf 
of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
fetting  forth,  that  the  colony  has  advanced  large  fums  of  money  for 
the  continent  over  and  above  what  have  been  paid  them  ;  that  tho' 
they  have  ufed  their  utmolt  diligence,  they  have  not  yet  been  abl» 
to  prepare  a  full  ftate  of  their  accounts  to  lay  before  Congrefs,  and 
as  their  tveafury  is  exhaufted,  and  the  colony  and  the  public  inter- 
cft  in  danger  of  fuffering  for  want  of  fupplies,  praying  that  the  Con- 
grefs would  advance  to  the  colony  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
lawful  money,  in  part  of  their  advances. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  166,666|  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
eolony  of  Connecticut,  on  account  of  their  advances  for  the  fervice 
of  the  continent,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Captain  White-Eyes  being  called  in,  the  fpeech  was  delivered  to 
him,   and  the  money  paid. 

Resohed,that  fifty  dollars  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Stille  the  interpreter. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  com- 
mittees or  councils  of  fafety   of  Virginia  and   North-Carolina,  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  and  fecurity  of  fuch  of  the  enemy  as 
are  made  prifoners  in  their  colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  of 
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Congrefs  for  the  fupport  of  prifoners,  and  that  the  expenfe  thereof 
be  defrayed  by  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  in- 
to the  truth  of  the  report  reflecting  governor  Tryon's  exacting  an 
oath  from  perfons  going  by  the  packet,  and  to  afcertain  the  fact  by 
affidavits  taken  before  a  chief  juftice,  or  other  chief  magiftrate: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Wilibn. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  thirty  dollars  be  advanced  to  John 
Harkefs,  a  wounded  foldier,  who  was  difcharged  at  Cambridge  with- 
out any  pay. 

Information  being  given  that  Mr.  Hewes,  a  prifoner,  has  been 
defrauded  of  a  large  quantity  of  goods, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  in- 
to the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Huntingdon,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Secord  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  ufe  their  befl  endeavours  in  communicating  to  foreign  na- 
tions the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  trade. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April  12,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  March,  from  W.  H.  Drayton,  prefident  of 
the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  with  a  copy  of  the  aft  of  parlia- 
ment prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  American  colo- 
nies :   Alfo, 

A  letter  of  the  10th  inft.  from  col.  John  Haflet,  enclofing  an  ac- 
count of  the  engagement  between  the  detachment  of  the  Delaware 
battalion  at  Lewes,  and  a  tender  of  the  Roebuck  ;  alfo  informing 
that  another  company  is  wanted  at  Lewes-town,  and  that  he  has  or- 
dered one  to  march  thither,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  colonel  Haflet,  in  ordering  ano- 
ther company  to  Lewes-town,  be  approved. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  James 
Hunter  as  a  fit  perfon  to  fill  the  oldeft  vacancy  of  fecond-lieute- 
nant,  and  Joel  Weftcoat  as  a  fuitable  perfon  to  fill  the  fecond  oldeft 
vacancy  of  fecond-lieutenant  in  the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion, 

Resolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  be  directed  to  pay  Mr.  Price,  the 
fum  of  1 6,000  dollars  in  fpecie,  in  part  of  the  fum  ordered  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  him  and  Mr.  Haywood. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Eafton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. 
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Resolved,  That  the  affemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety  of  the  colonies  refpeclively,  in  which  prifoners  are 
or  fhall  choofe,  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be  empowered  to  remove 
fuch  prifoners  from  place  to  place  within  the  fame  colonies,  as  of- 
ten as  to  fuch  affemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  or  councils 
of  fafety,  refpectively,  it  fhall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  for- 
mer refolutions  of  Congrefs  concerning  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
marine  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Chafe,  who  is  abfent. 

A  memorial  from  the  Scotch  hoftages  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Henry  Holler,  for  rifles  and  cafh  furnifhed  to  captain  Nel- 
fon's  company  of  rifle-men,  the  fum  of  364.8  dollars,  to  be  charged 
to  faid  company;  and  for  provifions  for  faid  company,  the  fum  of 
171.3  dollars  ;  and  for  neceffaries  provided  for  prifoners  at  Read- 
ing, 1203  dollars;  and  for  his  pay  as  quarter-mafter  in  procuring 
provifions,  59  dollars  ;  for  provifions  made  for  receiving  the  prifo- 
ners from  Johnftown,  the  fum  of  240  dollars  ;  for  expreffes  and  in- 
cidental charges,  the  fum  of  62.9  dollars  ;  the  whole  amounting  to 
2101  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaVurdat,  April  13,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Meafe  having  applied  to  Congrefs  for  advice  how  to  con- 
duel  himfelf  in  paying  the  fixth  Pennfylvania  battalion, 

Resolved,  That  the  queries  propounded  by  Mr.  Meafe,  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  for  procuring  fire-arms. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  the  balance  of  his  account  for  waggon-hire, 
the  fum  of  436  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  the  committees  of  the  townfhips  of  Walpack, 
Sandyftone,  and  Montague,  in  the  county  of  Suffex,  in  New-Jer- 
fey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  for  In- 
dian affairs,  who  are  members  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  the  fale  and 
confumption  of  the  teas  now  in  thefe  colonies,  brought  in  the  fame, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  by  the  third  article  of  the  affociation  entered  into  by 
the  late  continental  Congrefs,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  24th  day  of 
Oftober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774,  it  was  agreed,  that,  from 
that  day,  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  "  would  not  pur- 
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chafe  nor  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the  Eafl-India  com- 
pany, or  any  on  which  a  duty  had  been  or  mould  be  paid,  and  from 
and  after  the  firft  day  of  March  then  next  following,  they  would 
not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  Eafl-India  tea  whatever:"  And  whereas, 
it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  time,  as  aforefaid 
limited  for  the  confumption  of  the  tea  then  on  hand,  was  too  fhort ; 
whereby  many  zealous  friends  to  the  American  caufe,  who  had  im- 
ported large  quantities  of  that  commodity,  with  defign  not  merely 
to  advance  their  fortunes,  but  to  counteract  the  plan  then  purfued 
by  the  miniflry,  and  India  company,  to  introduce  and  fell  in  thefe 
colonies  tea  fubjecl  to  duty,  are  likely  to  become  great  fufFerers ;  the 
greater  part  of  the  eflates-  of  many  of  them  being  veiled  in  that  ar- 
ticle, and  they,  by  that  means,  rendered  incapable  not  only  of  pay- 
ing their  debts  and  maintaining  their  families,  but  alfo  of  vigorous- 
ly exerting  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their  country:  And  where- 
as, it  was  originally  the  defign  of  Congrefs,  that  all  India  tea, 
which  had  been  imported  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  faid  afTocia- 
tion,  might  be  fold  and  confumed,  but  the  time  limited  for  that 
purpofe  proving  too  {hort; 

Resolved,  That  all  India  tea  imported  as  aforefaid,  exprefsly 
excepting  all  teas  imported  by  or  on  account  of  the  Eafl-India  com- 
pany, now  remaining  on  hand  in  thefe  colonies,  be  fold  and  ufed  : 

And  whereas,  from  tlie  future  importation  of  tea  being  prohibi- 
ted, fome  tea-holders  may  be  tempted  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
fcarcity  which  will  be  occafioned  by  it,  and  exact  exorbitant  pri- 
ces for  an  article  of  little  real  value  in  itfelf,  and  which  owes  its 
worth  to  an  habit,  in  many  refpects,  pernicious  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Bohea  tea  ought  not  to  be  fold  by  re- 
tail in  the  fmallefl  quantities,  at  a  higher  price,  in  any  colony,  tha.: 
at  the  rate  of  three-fourth  parts  of  a  dollar  per  pound  ;  and  othef 
teas  at  fuch  a  price  as  fhall  be  regulated  by  the  committees  of  the 
town  or  county  where  the  tea  is  fold  ;  and  that  all  perfons,  who 
fhall  either  give  or  take  a  greater  price  for  it,  ought  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  enemies  to  the  American  caufe,  and  treated  accordingly. 
And  it  is  earneflly  recommended  to  all  committees  of  infpeftion 
and  obfervation,  as  well  to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this  refolve  in- 
to execution,  as  thofe  which  prohibit  the  importation  of  India  tea 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  being  the  defire  of  Congrefs  to  ex- 
clude all  teas,  except  fuch  as  may  make  part  of  the  cargoes  of  pri- 
ces taken  by  mips  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  thefe  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Hartley,  one  quarter  caik  of  powder,  to  repay  fo 
much  by  him  borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  New- Jer fey,  brought  in  a  draught,  which,  being  read,  was 
^agreed  to  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  prendent, 
and  tranfmitted. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  reprefentation  and 
queries  of  James  Meafe,  refpecYmg  the  fixth  battalion  of  troops 
commanded  by  colonel  Irvine,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  certificates  of  magiftrates  or  other  repecta- 
ble  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  who  have  infpedted 
and  examined  the  companies  of  the  faid  battalion,  fhall,  in  this  in- 
flance,  juftify  the  pay-mafter  in  paying  fuch  companies  agreeable 
to  the  faid  certificates,  the  mufter-mafter  being  abfent  ; 

That  the  fupernumerary  privates,  that  have  been  enlifted  and 
•are  armed  and  clothed,  be  continued  and  paid  : 

That  the  officers  in  the  faid  battalion  be  paid  for  their  fubfif- 
tence  fince  the  recruiting  fervice  has  been  over,  at  the  rates  ufed  in 
other  battalions  : 

That  the  claim  of  the  enfign  in  captain  Wilfon's  company  to 
pay  and  fubfiftence,  from  the  time  of  entering  into  aclual  fervice, 
be  allowed. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  build 
two  gallies,  capable  of  carrying,  each,  two  36  or  42  pounders,  to  op- 
pofe  the  enemy's  veffels  in  bays  and  harbours. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  calling  cannon,  be  directed  to 
contract  for  the  cafting  forty  howitzers,  with  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  fhells. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  conficleration  the  appli- 
cation of  James  Hughes,  late  town-major  of  Montreal,  and  now 
one  of  the  prifoners  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  brought  in 
their  report ;  wherein  they  reprefent, 

"  That  it  appears  to  them,  that  Mrs.  Hughes,  the  wife  of  the 
faid  James  Hughes,  on  or  about  the  5th of  February  laft,  bargained 
with  a  certain  Jabez  Weft,  for  divers  goods  and  merchandize,  in  her 
pofTeffion,  at  Montreal,  for  which  the  faid  Weft,  as  the  faid  J. 
Hughes  alleges,  agreed  to  pay  £.  905  :  1 1  :  9  -|,  fterling  money  of 
Great-Britain,  and  £.  15.1  :  1  :  9,  Halifax  currency,  in  gold  and 
filver,  to  faid  Hughes,  within  eighteen  days  from  that  time  ;  upon 
which  payment  being  made,  the  goods  were  to  be  delivered  at  Al- 
bany, to  the  faid  Weft,  by  a  certain  John  Stevenfon,  at  Albany  ;  to 
whom  they  were  to  be  fent  at  the  expenfe  of  the  faid  Weft  :  That 
the  faid  Weft  paid  to  the  faid  Hughes,  240  dollars,  in  part ;  but,  it 
was,  as  the  faid  Hughes  alleges,  agreed,  that  if  the  refidue  of  the 
money  was  not  paid  within  the  time  limited,  then  the  240  dollars 
were  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  goods  not  to  be  delivered ;  that  the 
goods  arrived  at  Albany,  and  were  in  the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Steven- 
fon, who,  on  the  1 1th  of  March  laft,  by  fome  means  or  other,  was 
induced  to  deliver  the  goods  to  Weft,  though  he  paid  no  money  ; 
that  the  faid  Weft  gave  a  bond  to  the  faid  Stevenfon,  payable  to 
the  faid  Hughes,  for^.  1609  :  18  :  8,  continental  currency,  on  the 
9th  of  April  inftant,  without  any  authority  from  the  faid  Hughes, 
as  he  alleges  ;  that  the  faid  Weft  proceeded  with  the  goods,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  them^  to  fome  of  the  eafteni  colonies, 
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and,  it  is  apprehended,  to  Connecticut.  Upon  the  whole,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Hughes  may  probably  lole  his 
debt  from  Weft,  without  the  interpolation  of  Gongrefs,  or  their  per- 
million  to  him  to  go  in  purfuit  of  the  faid  Weft  :"    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  governor  Trumbull,  of  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, be  defired  to  direct  the  moft  effectual  method,  according  to  law, 
to  be  taken,  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  Jabez  Weft,  or  his  effects,  to 
the  value  of  the  debt  due  to  James  Hughes,  if  either  can  be  found 
in  his  government ;  and  to  fee  that  juftice  be  done  in  the  premifes. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

—» <gg>*g— 

Monda  r,  April   15,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  governor  Cooke,  and  an  account  of  the  powder  fupplied  the 
army  at  Cambridge,  by  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  from 
the  10th  of  June  laft  ;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  2d  from  gen.  Schuyler* 
with  eight  papers  enclofed,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read, 

Resolved.,  That  the  faid  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  committees  of 
Walpack,  &c.  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
agreed  to  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
fecret  committee,  upon  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  in  favour  of  the  pe- 
titioners, for  200lb.  of  powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame  : 

That  1000  flints  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners  : 

That  the  petitioners  be  delired  to  fend  Garret  Broadhead,  Efq; 
to  the  neareft  Indian  fettlement,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  any 
uneafinefs  fubfifts  among  the  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  country  ; 
and,  if  it  fubfifts,  from  what  caufe  it  arifes  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  of  the  Congrefs  t« 
general  Schuyler,  to  inform  him  of  the  apprehenfion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants on  the  weftern  boundaries  of  New-Jerfey  from  the  Indians, 
to  requeft  him  to  direct  proper  enquiries  to  be  made,  whether  there 
be  any  foundation  for  fuch  apprehenfions. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  John  Secord, 

Resolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  faid  petition  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut  ;  that  he  be  requefted  to  caufe 
enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  ftated  ;  and, 
if  found  true,  that  it  be  recommended  to  him  to  caufe  reftitution 
to  be  made  to  the  petitioner. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  the  fettlers  at  Wy- 
oming and  the  Sufquehannah  river,  as  well  thofe  under  Pennfylva- 
«ia  as  thofe  under  Connecticut,  to  cultivate  harmony,  to  confider 
themfelves  as  jointly  interfiled  in  the  event  of  the  American  caufe, 
and  not,  by  mutual  acts  of  violence  or  opprefnon,  to  injure  that 
union  that  happily  fubfifts  between  all  the  colonies;,  and  on.  whick 
*heir  welfare  lb  much  depends. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county,  in  New-Jerfey,  with  3001b.  of 
powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution,  whereby  perfons  refident,  having  property  in  America, 
who  affift  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies  in  the  capture 
of  veffels  or  goods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make  good  the  damages 
to  the  fufferers  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  petition  from  Mofes  Kirkland,  a  prifoner,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupply ing  the  troops  in  Canada  ; 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  bedirefted  to  pur- 
chafe  bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds 
flerling,  and  deliver  the  fame  to  Mr.  Price  ;  and  that  Mr.  Morris 
be  indemnified  for  any  lofs  that  may  arife  from  endorfing  them  : 

That  the  fum  of  13,333.3  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Price,  to 
be  employed  by  him  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  in  Canada,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  rifle  battalion,  and  indepen- 
dent rifle  companies,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  recruit  the  faid 
battalion  and  companies,  and  enlifl  the  men  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  ; 
and  that  their  re-enliftment  be  for  two  years  from  the  expiration  of 
their  prefent  term,  liable  to  be  difcharged  fooner,  if  Congrefs  fhall 
think  proper,  upon  receiving  a  month's  pay  advance. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Learning,  jun.  in  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee of  infpedlion  for  the  county  of  Cape-May,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  the  defencelefs  date  of  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  praying  for  a  fupply  of  powder  and  lead,  and 
that  two  companies  of  the  continental  forces  may  be  Rationed  there* 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  April   16,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  enclofing  a 
lift  of  the  cannon  and  ftores  brought  from  Providence;  and  a  letter 
of  the  14th  from  the  committee  of  Baltimore,  enclofing  copies  of 
intercepted  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  governor  Eden  ; 
alio,  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Thomas,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  publifh  an  extract  of  the  letter  from 
commodore  Hopkins. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Baltimore,  and  the  papers  enclofed,  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refoluticr.s  : 

Whereas  information  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Congrefs, 
from  which  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  Robert  Eden,  Efq; 
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governor  of  Maryland,  has  lately  carried  on  a  correfpondence  with 
the  Britilh  miniftry,  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be 
carneftly  requefted,  immediately  to  caufe  the  perfon  and  papers  of 
governor  Eden  to  be  feized  and  fecured,  and  fuch  of  the  papers  as 
relate  to  the  American  difpute,  without  delay,  conveyed  fafely  to 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  from  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  be  enclofed  to  the  faid  council  of  fafety. 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be  recpiefted 
to  caufe  the  perfon  and  papers  of  Alexander  Rofs  to  be  immediately 
feized  and  fecured,  and  that  the  papers  be  fent  fafely  to  Congrefs. 

And,  to  prevent  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  having  any  opportunity 
to  efcape, 

Resolved,  That  the  like  requeft  be  made  to  the  committees  of 
obfervation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederic  counties  in  Maryland,  in 
one  of  which  counties  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  probably  now  is. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Ifaac  Melchior,  for  expenfes  from  Montreal  to  Philadelphia, 
including  a  part  of  St.  Luke  La  Corne's  expenfes  to  Albany,  the 
fum  of  34.7  dollars  : 

To  Leonard  Melchior,  for  boarding  M'Donald  twenty  days,  the 
fum  of  1 6  dollars  : 

To  William  Chew,  for  riding  exprefs  to  North-Carolina  and 
back,  including  ferriages,  the  fum  of  90  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  J.  Hughes,  Efq; 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  jun.  the  fum  of  133.3  dollars,  money  ad- 
vanced by  colonel  Charles  Beaty  to  captain  James  Grier,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  faid  James  Grier  : 

To  Anthony  Tricker,  for  boarding  Donald  M'Donald,  and  others 
of  the  Scots  prifoners,  taken  by  general  Schuyler,  near  Johnftown, 
the  fum  of  150  dollars  : 

To  Peletiah  Webfter,  for  purchafing  goods  for  the  continent,  in- 
cluding fome  incidental  charges,  the  fum  of  66.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county  with  500  flints. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk  or  affiftant  to 
the  auditor-general  : 

Mr.  William  Webb  was  ele&ed. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  H.  Beaumont,  furgeon  of  the  26th  re- 
giment, was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  Meffrs.  Price 
and  Haywood,  in  confideration  of  their  extraordinary  fervices  in 
Canada. 

Whereas  much  inconvenience  may  be  derived  to  the  public  from 
committees,  others  than  the  committee  of  fafety  in  each  colony,  on 
the  public  poft  roads,  flopping  and  opening  the  mails,  and  detain- 
ing letters  from  the  conftitutional  poft  ; 

Vol.  II.  S 
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Resolved,  That  no  committee  but  the  council  or  committee  of 
fafety  in  each  colony,  or  fuchperfons  as  they  fhall  on  extraordinary 
occasions,  authorize,  fliall  flop  the  conflitutional  poll,  open  the  mail, 
or  detain  any  letters  therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  commodore  Hopkins,  and 
direct  him  to  fend  a  complete  lift  and  ftate  of  the  {lores  taken  and 
brought  from  Providence,  with  the  fizes  of  the  cannon,  Sec.  and,  in 
cafe  he  mould  have  left  New-London,  that  governor  Trumbull  be 
de fired  to  order  a  lift  of  the  ftores,  left  at  New-London  by  commo- 
dore Hopkins,  to  be  made  out,  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  cannon  and  fuch  other  of  the  ftores  as  are  not 
neceffary  for  the  fleet,  be  landed  and  left  at  New-London,  and  that 
fuch  of  the  cannon  and  wheels  as  governor  Trumbull  fliall  direct, 
may  be  employed  for  the  defence  of  that  harbour,  during  the  plea- 
fure  of  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  April  17,   1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  -that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Avery,  jun.  for  riding  exprefs  from  commodore  Hop- 
kins and  back  again,  the  fum  of  40.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  inftructed  to  recommend 
to  Congrefs,  proper  perfons  for  commiffion  officers  for  the  frigates 
now  building,  and  that  the  warrant  officers  be  appointed  by  the 
laid  committee  j  and  that  they  fit  faid  frigates  for  fea  with  all  ex- 
pedition : 

That  the  marine  committee  recommend  to  Congrefs  proper  per» 
fons  to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feveral  colonies  : 

That  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars  be  allowed  by  the  public  to  the 
owner  of  every  American  veffel  for  eveiy  able  feaman  that  he  fliall 
import  into  the  United  Colonies,  over  and  above  the  number  the 
faid  velTel  carried  out  ;  and  that  foreigners  importing  able  feamen 
over  and  above  the  fliip's  company,  and  difcharging  them  in  the 
American  ports,  fliall  be  entitled  to  the  fame  bounty. 

Resolved,  That  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  captains  or 
commanders  of  continental  veffels  fhall  not  eftablifli  rank,  which  ii 
to  be  fettled  by  Congrefs  before  commiffions  are  granted. 

The  Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  captains  for  the 
two  frigates  building  in  Maffachufetts-Bay, 

William  Manly,  and  Ifaac  Cozneau  were  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  arming  and  manning  abroad  any  of  the  fhips  or  veffels 
employed  in  the  importation  of  cargoes  for  the  continental  account ; 
the  e^penfes  and  charges  of  fuch  armaments  to  be  paid  by  the  faid 
committee  ;  they  receiving  for  the  public  fervice,  on  the  arrival  of 
every  veffel,  all  the  arms,  ammunition  and  ftores. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  import 
cargoes  of  fait  on  the  continental  account,  in  fuch  fhips  or  veffels 
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as  they  employ  to  carry  outward  cargoes,  and  are  obliged  to  infure 
on  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  permit  John  Young,  jun.  and  Johnfton  Smith,  to  carry 
to  Virginia,  all  fuch  arms  as  they  have  already  purchafed,  or  fhall 
purchafe  in  Pennfylvania,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  in 
the  faid  colony  of  Virginia,  before  the  firft  day  of  May  next  ;  not 
to  exceed  one  thoufand  ftand  in  the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  Mr. 
Thomas  Learning  with  200  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  militia  of  Cape- 
May,  he  paying  for  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-York,  be  direc- 
ted to  order  two  companies  of  colonel  Dayton's  battalion  to  march 
to  Cape-May,  and  there  to  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jackfon  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  April  18,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Wamington  ;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  7th  of  November  laft,  from  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Langdon,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  general  Putnam,  and  co- 
lonels Glover,  Bridge,  Fry,  and  Prefcot  ;   alio, 

A  letter  from  James  Warren,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  defiring 
leave  to  refign,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  laid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  : 
•   The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

A  letter  from  Elizabeth  Seymour,  widow  of  the  late  matter  of 
the  Cabbet,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  directed  to 
prepare,  and  report,  a  draught  of  inftrudtions  to  George  Morgan, 
Efq;  agent  under  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department. 

A  letter  of  the  6th,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  and  a  letter 
of  the  fame  date,  from  major-general  Lee,  being  received  and  read, 
were  referred  to  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Treate,for  medicine,  and  for  attending  the  troops 
at  Burlington,  the  fum  of  273.7  dollars  : 

To  John  Bull,  Efq;  for  expenfes  in  conducting  money  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  155  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Ming,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  107.5  dollars : 

To  Robert  Kennedy,  for  necerTaries  furnifhed  captain  Morgan's 
company,  the  fum  of  544  dollars,  of  which  fum,  189.2,  being  for 
rifles,  fhirts,  8cc.  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company  : 

To  Thaddeus  Burr,  for  money  paid  by  him  for  horfe-hire,  See. 
the  fum  of  37.2  dollars,  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Jacob  Hiltz- 
heimer,  exprefs-mafler ; 
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To  fundries,  on  certificates  produced  by  Thomas  Johnfon,  Efq; 
for  provisions,  &c.  for  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum  of  10.7  dol- 
lars, and  for  a  rifle  delivered  to  captain  Creffap's  company,  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  company,  the  fum  of  10.6  dollars  : 

To  Jane  Allen,  for  neceffaries  to  feyeral  companies  of  continen- 
tal troops,  the  fum  of  52.9  dollars,  of  which  fum,  40  dollars  ought 
to  be  charged  to  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  and  deducted  from 
the  commiffary's  account  : 

To  Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  for  his  fervices  as  furgeon,  the  fum  of  130 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  Efq; 

To  William  Smith,  for  medicines,  inftruments,  Sec.  for  the  De- 
laware battalion,  the  fum  of  257.4  dollars  : 

To  Timothy  Shallor,  for  expenfes  in  bringing  prifoners  from 
Egg-Harbour,  the  fum  of  37.5  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  gentlemen  for  cap- 
tains of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  election, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  and  examined, 

William  Hallock  was  elected  captain  of  the  Hornet  ;   and, 

,  Alexander  captain  of  the  Wafp. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  eftablifli- 
ing  a  war-office,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  April  19,  1776.    , 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  petition 
from  Noah  Philips,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifica- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  afcertain  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver 
•coins,  current  in  thefe  colonies,  and  the  proportions  they  ought  to 
bear  to  Spanifh  milled  dollars  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Peter  Brunner,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  captain  Nelfon's 
company  by  himfelf  and  Abraham  Vanhorn,  the  fum  of  25.2  dol- 
lars, which  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Nelfon  : 

To  Mary  Miller,  for  provifions,  &c.  furnifhed  to  general  Lee's 
guard,  the  fum  of  16.5  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Frantz,  for  horfe-hire,  and  carrying  brigadier-general 
Woedtke's  baggage  to  New-York,  the  fum  of  47.5  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid, 

Resolved,  That  letters  which  are  directed  to  any  general  in  the 
continental  fervice,  commanding  in  a  feparate  department,  be  car- 
ried free  of  poftage,  by  the  conftitutional  port. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruftions  to  George  Mor- 
gan, Efq;  brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 
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1o  George  Morgan,  Esq;  agent  under  the  commissioners  for  Indian 
affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

SIR, 

You  are  required  to  provide,  that  the  great  belt  prefented  to  the 
Indians  lafl  fall  at  Pittsburgh,  be  forwarded,  with  all  convenient  ex- 
pedition, to  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  the  weftern  nations  ;  and 
endeavour,  to  the  utmoff.  of  your  power,  to  convince  them  of  the 
good  wifhes  and  good  intentions  of  Congrefs  for  and  towards  them, 
and  to  cultivate  harmony  and  friendfhip  between  them  and  the  white 
people  ;  and  to  give  Congrefs  the  moft  early  intelligence  of  any  in- 
terruption thereof,  or  of  any  difturbance  which  fhall  arife,  and  which 
you  cannot  quiet. 

Acquaint  the  Indians,  that  Congrefs  have  formed  the  beft  plan 
they  could  devife,  to  import  foreign  goods  for  their  ufe  ;  and  have 
ueg'lefted  no  probable  means  to  procure  them  in  time  ;  and  if  they 
fhould  not  be  fupplied  fo  foon  as  they  may  be  wanted,  the  misfor- 
tune is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  common  enemies  of  them  and  us,  who, 
by  obftrudting  our  trade,  as  well  as  in  numberlefs  other  inftances, 
are  daily  injuring  and  diftreffing  both  ;  but  that  we  have  well- 
grounded  hopes  of  fpeedy  relief,  in  expe&ation  of  which,  and  of 
greater  advantages  in  profpedl,  the  prefent  inconveniencies  are 
born  more  patiently. 

All  differences  and  difputes  that  fhall  happen  between  the  Indi- 
ans and  white  people,  you  will  have  adjufled  and  determined  in  the 
mode  prefcribed  by  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  of  which  you  have  a  co- 
py :  And  you  are  directed,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  you  are  able,  any  impolitions  upon  the  former,  by  thofe 
who  deal  with  them.  Treat  all  thofe  people,  with  whom  you  may 
meet,  kindly  and  hofpitably.  Infpire  them  with  fentiments  of  juf- 
tice  and  humanity,  and  difpofe  them  to  introduce  the  arts  of  civil 
and  focial  life,  and  to  encourage  the  refidence  of  hufbandmen  and 
handicraft  men  among  them.  Advife  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time, 
of  all  occurrences  that  may,  in  your  opinion,  deferve  their  attention. 

The  committee,  to  whom  gen.  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  15th 
inft.  as  well  as  other  letters,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  confederation,  was  agreed  to:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  may  order  as  many  of  the 
cannon  and  military  ftores,  as  are  not  neceffary  for  the  continental 
fleet,  and  which  were  lately  brought  into  New-London,  by  the  com- 
mander thereof,  to  any  other  place  he  may  think  proper  ;  having 
regard  only  to  the  permiflion  of  Congrefs,  relative  to  the  defence 
of  the  harbour  of  New-London,  a  copy  of  which  ought  to  be  fent 
to  general  Wafhington,  and  alfo  a  lift  of  the  cannon  and  ftores  as 
tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  James  Warren,  as  pay-mafter- 
general  of  the  army,  be  accepted  and  entered  accordingly  ;  and  that 
he  be  informed,  there  are  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury  appoin- 
ted, to  whom  he  is  to  render  his  accounts  and  vouchers. 
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Resolved,  That  another  pay-mafter-general  be  appointed,  and 
that  the  general  be  informed  thereof. 

As  it  appears  from  the  certificates  of  four  colonels  of  regiments 
at  Cambridge,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon  did  not  only 
perform  the  duty  of  a  chajnlain  to  their  feveral  regiments,  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  months,  for  which  no  other  chaplain  had  been  appoin- 
ted, but  alfo  to  the  army  at  large  ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  laid  Dr.  Langdon,  having  received  no  com- 
penfation  for  thofe  fervices,  be  paid  the  fum  of  300  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  three  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  made  acquainted  with 
general  Lee's  requeft  of  a  company  of  artillery,  and  be  defired  to 
furnifh  him  with  fuch  a  company,  if  it  may  be  done  confident  with 
the  general  good  of  the  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  an  immediate  fupplyof  arms,  fhoes,  and  blankets, 
be  furnifhed  for  the  troops  in  Virginia,  and  that  proper  perfons  be 
appointed  to  procure  them,  fubject  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs  alrea- 
dy entered  into. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ephraim  Elaine  be  appointed  to  purchafe  a 
quantity  of  blankets,  not  exceeding  5000,  and  alfo  that  he  be  di- 
rected to  purchafe  5000  pair  of  fhoes,  to  be  fent  to  Virginia,  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Williamlburgh. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  election  of  a 
pay-mafter-general. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  commiffary,  be  directed  to 
purchafe  and  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  with  all  convenient  dif- 
patch,  2000  barrels  of  pork,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Canada,  and 
that  he  be  fupplied  with  a  fum  not  exceeding  20,000  dollars  for 
that  purpofe,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Price,  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  relblution,  to^enable  MeflYs.  Price 
and  Haywood  to  draw  for  the  balance  of  the  money  ordered  to  be 
paid  them,  by  the  refolutions  of  the  3d  and  16th  of  this  month. 
i  Resolved,  That  Meffrs.  Du  Montefibn,  Hevieux,  La  Marque, 
Du  MafTaux,  Shemit,  Giafibn,  and  Gamelin,  Canadian  prifoners, 
at  Briftol,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe clothes,  and  other  neceffaries,  and  to  remain  there  ten  days, 
and  then  return  to  Brifiol. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington,  of  the  4th,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of 
the  2d  of  this  month,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  having  collected  from  the  journals, 
the  feveral  refolutions  reflecting  prifoners,  and  having  made  fome 
amendments  therein,  fubmitted  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

IIondat,  April  22,  1776. 
Sundry  letters,  received  fince  the  adjournment,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 
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One  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  dated  the  18th  : 

One  from  Dr.  Boyd  of  the  19th  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpecYion  of  Lancafter,  of  the  1 1th  : 

One  from  the  Canada  commillioners,  dated  Saratoga,  the  13th  : 

One  from  general  Washington,  of  the  19th  : 

One  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  12th,  enclofing  fundry  letters 
and  papers  from  Canada  ;   and, 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpection  of  Weft-Augufta,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fonr  laft,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  refer- 
red to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,"  Mr.  Braxton,  and 
Mr.  Johnfon. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  the  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  Maryland,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolve  refpecting  Meffrs. 
Price  and  Haywood,  brought  in  the  fame  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood  be  empowered  to 
draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  for  the  fum  of 
48,358.6  dollars,  payable  the  5th  of  July  next,  in  fpecie  ;  it  being 
the  balance  of  a  fum  fpecified  in  a  refolve  of  the  3d  of  April  in- 
flant,  after  deducting  16,000  dollars,  for  which  they  received  an 
order  on  the  treafurers  the  12th.  And  they  are  farther  empow- 
ered to  draw  bills  as  aforefaid,  for  1000  dollars,  ordered  to  be  paid 
them  by  a  refolve  of  the  6th  inftant. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  gone  to  Canada,  be  defired  and 
'C  empowered  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  to 
the  5th  of  February  laft,  or  to  employ  proper  perfons  to  examine; 
the  fame,  and  compare  the  vouchers  with  the  feveral  articles  of  faid 
accounts,  and  return  a  certificate  to  Congrefs  of  the  balance  juftly 
due  to  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  from  the  United  Colonies,  to 
that  date,  with  the  vouchers  for  expenditures  and  fupplies  by  or- 
ders of  general  Montgomery  and  general  Woofter. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  requefted  to  return  to 
Congrefs,  a  lift  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  accountable  to  the  United 
Colonies  for  any  part  of  the  articles  or  expenditures  comprifed  in 
Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood's  accounts,  with  the  refpeclive  fum 
fuch  perfons  is  chargeable  with,  and  deliver  copies  thereof  to  the 
commanding  officers,  that  the  proper  deductions  may  be  made  from 
the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers, in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  ufe  of  colonel 
Wayne's  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications,  having  recommended  Mr.  Jacob 
Weaver,  to  an  enfigncy  which  is  vacant  in  the  third  Pennfylvania. 
battalion  : 

Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  ac- 
cordingly granted  to  him. 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TuESDAr,  April  23.    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  major-general  Ward,  being  received 
?.nd  read,  repeating  his  defire  for  leave  to  refign, 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  major-general  Ward,  and  of 
brigadier-general  Fry,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  prefident  inform 
them  thereof  by  letter. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  873.8  dollars: 

To  John  Dunn,  the  balance  in  full  due  to  colonel  Heard's  bat- 
talion, for  their  pay,  fubfiftence,  Sec.  on  the  expedition  to  Long- 
Iiland,  the  fum  of  2453.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
grefs,  recommended  gentlemen  to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feve- 
ral  colonies, 

Resolved,  That  captain  John  Bradford  be  appointed  for  the  co- 
lony of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Daniel  Tillinghaft  for  Rhode-Illand, 
Nathaniel  Shaw,  jun.  for  Connecticut,  Jacobus  Vanzantz  for  New- 
York,  John  Nixon,  and  John  Maxwell  Nefbit  for  Pennfylvania, 
William  Lux  for  Maryland,  John  Tazewell  for  Virginia,  Corneli- 
us Harnet  for  Wilmington,  Richard  Ellis  for  Newbern,  and  Ro- 
bert Smith  for  Edenton  in  North-Carolina,  with  power  to  each,  to 
appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  if  necefTary. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington, 
general  Schuyler,  and  the  letters  from  Canada  and  Pittfburgh  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confedera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  fignify  to  colonel  Hazen,  the  appro- 
bation of  Congrefs,  for  his  letter,  and  attention  to  the  public  good. 

Resolved,  That.  300,000  dollars  be  immediately  fent  to  general 
Schuyler,  for  fupplying  and  paying  the  army  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada,  be  de- 
fired  to  publifh  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Canada,  fignifying,  that 
Congrefs  has  been  informed  of  injuries  offered  by  our  people  to 
fome  of  them  :  expreffing  our  refentment  at  fuch  mifconduct,  af- 
furing  them  of  our  attachment  to  their  fecurity  ;  inviting  them  to 
ftate  their  grievances  to  our  eommiffioners,  and  promifing  ample 
redrefs  to  them,  and  exemplary  punifhment  to  the  offenders. 

Resolved,  That  inftrucYions  be  fent  to  the  eommiffioners,  to  caufe 
juftice  to  be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the 
above  refolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  be  directed 
to  be  very  attentive  to  military  difcipline,  and  inflict  exemplary 
punifhment  on  all  thofe  who  violate  the  military  regulations  efta- 
blifhed  by  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  fend  fix  bat- 
talions into  Canada  from  the  army  of  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  general 
Warning-ton,  requeuing  his  opinion  whether  any  farther  additional 
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troops  are  neceflary  to  be  fent  for  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  Canada  ;  and,  if  he  fliall  think  more  troops  necefla- 
Ty,  whether  they  can,  with  fafety,  be  fpared  from  the  army  now  in 
New-York  ? 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  troops  from  New-Jerfey  or  Pennfyl- 
vania,  which  were  railed  at  five  dollars  a  month,  be  fent  to  Cana- 
da, they  fhall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds 
of  a  dollar  a  month,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pofU 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  April  24,    1776. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  infpecYion  and  obfervation  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. 

Mr.  R.  Morris  reported,  that  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  Con- 
grefs, he  has  purchafed  and  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Price,  bills  of 
exchange  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  for 
which  he  produced  Mr.  Price's  receipt. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1 4,800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Morris,  in  full  for  the  above  bills  of 
exchange. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Price,  be  directed  to  draw  up  inftruclions  to  him,  for  his  govern- 
ment, in  difpofing  and  laying  out  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  ccmmiffary-general,  be  direc- 
ted to  provide  and  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  2000  barrels  of 
pork,  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army 
in  Canada,  and  that  the  faid  commiftary  be  fupplied  with  a  fum 
not  exceeding  20,000  dollars  for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  accounta- 
ble for  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Lewis  be  re- 
quefled  to  purchafe  and  forward,  with  all  convenient  difpach,  to 
general  Schuyler,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  in  Canada, 
10,000  pair  of  fiioes,  10,000  pair  of  {lockings  ;  and  that  15,000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  them  for  thole  purpofes,  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Schuyler, to  inform  him 
of  the  ten  additional  battalions  lately  ordered  for  Canada,  and  of 
the  2000  barrels  of  pork,  and  the  10,000  pair  of  ihoes,  and  10,000 
pair  of  {lockings,  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  fent  to  him  ;  and  ta 
defire  him  to  purfue  the  beft  means  for  furnifliing  .fuch  other  necef- 
fary  articles  of  clothing  and  food  as  may  be  wanting  for  the  con- 
tinental  army  in  Canada,  having  regard   to  fuch  of  thefe,  as  Mr. 
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Price,  the  commiffary  in  that  province,  can  fupply  there  :  Alfo,  that 
general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  inform  the  prefident,  -what  quantity 
of  gun-powder  he  has  received  for  Canada  fince  the  firft  of  January 
laft,  and  that  he  continue,  as  hitherto,  to  give  the  earlieft  notice 
to  Congrefs  of  the  occafion  for  further  fupplies  of  this  and  other 
neceffaries  that  may  be  wanting,  and  not  in  his  power  to  procure. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  from 
Mr.  Wifner's  and  Mr.  Livingfton's  powder-mills,  five  tons  of  pow- 
der, to  general  Schuyler,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Gibfon,  agent  appointed  by  the  commiffioners  for  In- 
dian affairs,  for  fundry  fervices  in  the  middle  department,  by  order 
of  the  commifTioners,  the  fum  of  377.9  dollars  : 

To  John  Davis,  for  waggonage  for  the  6th  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lion, the  fum  of  60  dollars  : 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions,  Sec.  for  the  prifoners  at 
Trenton,  the  fum  of  183.8  dollars: 

To  Duncan  M'Donald,  the  fum  of  15.8  dollars,  of  which  fum, 
13.6  dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Hendrick's  company, 
and  2.2  dollars  to  captain  Cluggage's  company,  for  goods  furnifhed 
to  the  faid  companies  ;  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq; 

To  Margaret  Smith,  for  nurfing  two  men  in  the  fmall-pox,  be- 
longing to  captain  Benezet's  company,  the  fum  of  24  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  convention  of  South-Carolina  having  appointed  delegates 
to  reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  the  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment were  prefented  to.  Congrefs,  and  read,  as  follows  : 

"  In  Congress,  Charlestoum,  South-Carolina,  Feb.    16,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Arthur  Middleton,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  jun.  Efquires,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  authorized,  to  reprefent 
this  colony  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  for  one  year  next  enfuing. 
March  23,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  colony  in  continental  Con- 
grefs, or  a  majority  of  fuch  of  them  as  1L all  at  any  time  be  prefent 
in  the  faid  Congrefs,  or  any  one  of  the  laid  delegates,  if  no  more 
than  one  fliall  be  prefent,  be,  and  they  and  he  are,  and  is,  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  con- 
cert, agree  to,  and  execute  every  meafure,  which  they  or  he,  to- 
gether with  a  majority  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  mall  judge  ne- 
ceiTary  for  the  defence,  fecurity,  intereft,  and  welfare  of  this  colo- 
ny in  particular,  and  of  America  in  general. 

Resolved,  That  another  delegate  be  forthwith  chofen  by  ballot 
by  this  Congrefs,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  continental  Con- 
grefs, in  addition  to,  and  with  as  full  powers,  in  all  refpects,  as  the 
delegates  already  chofen,  have,  and  are  invchVd  with.  The  Congrefs 
then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  faid  delegate,  and  Thomas  Lynch,  jun. 
Efq;  appearing  to  be,  and  being  declared,  duly  chofen, 
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Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  Efq;  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  a  fixth  delegate  from  this  colony,  to  reprefent  the  fame 
in  the  continental  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy, 

Peter  Timothy,  Secretary." 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  27th  of 
March,  and  after  fome  time  {pent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  un- 
der coniideration  the  letter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to 
any  determination  thereon,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration, 
the  letter  from  general  Walhington  of  the  27th  of  March,  and 
the  petition  enclofed  therein. 

The  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  25,    1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Walhington,  of  the  22d  and  23d,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chafing  fhoes  and  blankets  for  the  continental  troops  in  Virginia  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Thomas 
Holland  to  be  a  fecond-lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  battalion,  in 
the  room  of  James  M'Donnough,  deceafed,  and  John  Corfe,  en- 
lign,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Holland, 

Resolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Noah  Phelps  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  infpeclion  of  the  city  of  Alba- 
ny, be  requefted  to  adjuft  Mr.  Noah  Phelps's  account  of  fervices 
performed  at  Ticonderoga  ;  and  that  Mr.  Noah  Phelps  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  his  further  fervices,  including  thofe  of  contractor 
from  the  time  of  his  joining  general  Montgomery,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  for  each  day,  until  he  quitted  the  fervice,  and  an  equi- 
valent to  a  captain's  rations  during  the  faid  time,  provided  he  has 
not  already  had  them  ;  the  latter  account  to  be  fettled  by  general 
Schuyler,  who  is  requeued  to  pay  to  the  faid  Noah  Phelps,  what 
may  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  the  whole  of  his  fervices  aforefaid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  of  the 
10th  of  March  laft,  with  the  papers  therein  enclofed,  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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On  application  from  the  committee  of  Lower  Pennfneck,  in  the 
county  of  Salem,  in  New-Jerfey, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  the 
faid  committee,  75lb.  of  gun-powder. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  John  But- 
ler, at  Niagara,  dated  the  29th  of  February,  be  fent  to  general 
Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  truth  and  foundation  of  the  ftory,  "  That  the 
Indians  have  been  invited  by  governor  Penn  to  come  to  Philadel- 
phia," be  fent  to  general  Schuyler ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be 
directed  to  caufe  the  perfon  to  be  arretted,  who  pretended  to  have 
carried  fuch  invitation  to  the  Indians. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

For  the  expenfes  of  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum  of  10.8  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack  : 

On  a  draught  drawn  by  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  on  the  commif- 
iioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  favour  of  Sa- 
muel Semple,  the  fum  of  77  dollars,  for  expenfes  of  the  faid  com- 
miffioners,  and  that  the  faid  fum  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Mil- 
ler, Efq;  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  : 

For  the  fubfiftence  of  A.  Hill  Brice,  captain  of  the  7th  regiment 
of  foot,  of  royal  fufileers,  the  fum  of  39.5  dollars,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  Efq;  and  charged  to 
the  faid  captain : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration, 
the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  27th  March  laft,  and 
the  papers  therein  enclofeel  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  snd  Mr,  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  come  to  a  reiblution  on  the  matters  referred  to  them,  which 
he  read,  :tnd  deli/ered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  confederation  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  Allan  Cameron,  who 
is  confined  in  gaol,  is  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  health  as  to  require  the  at-< 
tendance  of  a  phylician,  and  that  he  is  Heiirous  of  the  afhftance  of 
Dr.   Cadwallader  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  have  leave  to  attend  him. 

The  fevcral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FsiDAr,  Aprils,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fettle  and 
pay  to  the  colonv  of  ^ovitieclicut,  the  powder  lent  by  the  faid  colo- 
ny to  general  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  to  adt 
as  they  fhall  judge  b^ft  for  the  public  fervice,  and  the  benefit  of 
Connecticut,  in  exchanging  the  powder  which  the  faid  colony  has 
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in  Philadelphia,  for  powder  in  the  eaftern  ports  belonging  to  the 

continent. 

Resolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the  faid  committee, 
and  requeft  them,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  have  it  ex- 
changed for  fpecie,  and  remit  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafurers; 
and,  in  cafe  they  can  procure  more  fpecie,  that  they  fend  it,  and 
draw  for  the  amount  on  the  pay-mafter  in  Virginia,  who  is  ordered 
to  pay  fuch  draughts. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
mafter  in  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read,  giving  an  account  of  A.  Cameron's  ftate  of  health  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  A.  Cameron  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
air  in  his  room,  and  of  walking  an  hour  every  morning  in  the  yard, 
in  company  or  prefence  of  the  gaoler,  and  that  his  uncle,  Dr. 
M'Clean,  from  New- York,  who  is  now  in  town,  be  allowed  to  con- 
verfe  with  him  in  prefence  of  the  gaoler. 

Edmund  Randolph,  who  was  appointed  deputy  mufter-mafter- 
general  of  the  fouthern  department,  having  been  chofen,  by  the  ci- 
tizens of  Williamfburgh,  to  reprefent  them  in  convention,  and  an 
ordinance  having  been  patted,  excluding  all  perfons  holding  any 
military  poft  of  profit  from  afeat  therein,  begged  leave  to  refign 
his  office  : 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Randolph  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  department,  and  report  thereon : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Robert  Johnfon,  for  attendance  on  the  6th  battalion, 
and  for  medicines,  the  fum  of  53.1  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  of 
the  22d  and  23d  inftant,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  aids-de-camp  of  the  commander- 
in  chief,  be  raifed  to  forty  dollars  a  month. 

Resolved,  That  none  ©f  the  troops  already  raifed,  be,  for  the  pre-, 
fent,  difbanded  for  want  of  arms  ;  and  that  the  general  apply  to 
the  convention,  and  committee  of  fafcty  of  New-York,  for  fuch 
arms,  as  may  have  been  collected  under  the  refolve  of  Congrefs, 
for  difarming  non-affociators  and  difaffe&ed  perfons,  or  any  other 
arms  they  can  fupply,  and  that  they  be  delivered  to  the  New-York 
troops. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  afliftant-enginser,  ordered  to 
Canada,  be  allowed,  in  confideration  of  his  merit,  the  pay  and  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  on  the  continental  eftablifhment. 
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Resolved,  That  the  refpeiSlive  governments  from  whence  militia. 
have  come  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New-York,  be  defired 
fpeedily  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  authenticated  mufter-rolls,  and  ac- 
counts of  monies  due  to  fuch  refpedtive  militias,  in  order  to  their 
being  immediately  fettled  and  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  alliftance  given  by  the  ge- 
neral  to  commodore   Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poll- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

•  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, on  the  petition  of  colonel  James  Eafton  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  fur- 
prize  and  reduction  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ticonderoga,  having  already 
been  fubmitted  by  Congrefs  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  the  peti- 
tioner be  referred  to  the  faid  committee  of  Albany  for  a  fettle  - 
ment  of  his  demand  on  that  account. 

As  from  the  teftimonials  produced  by  the  petitioner,  it  appears — 
that  he  and  his  battalion  behaved  with  great  diligence,  activity, 
and  fpirit  in  the  fuccefsful  enterprize  againft  general  Prefcot,  and 
the  veffels  and  troops  under  his  command,  in  the  river  Sorell,  in 
which  important  fervice  they  were  joined  by  colonel  Bedel  and  a 
part  of  his  regiment — that  to  encourage  the  party  employed  in  that 
important  fervice,  the  late  general  Montgomery  promifed  them  all 
the  public  (lores  which  mould  be  taken  in  the  veffels  under  general 
Prefect's  command,  excepting  ammunition  and  provisions  ;  and,  as 
the  petitioner  alleges  that  no  part  of  thofe  ftores  was  delivered,  nor 
any  compoution  made  to  the  troops  concerned  in  the  acquifition  ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  commanding 
in  Canada,  to  appoint  commifTioners  to  eftimate  all  the  public  ftores 
taken  with  general  Prefcot,  (excepting  ammunition  and  provifions) 
and  pay  the  value  thereof  among  the  officers  and  men  employed  in 
that  fervice,  in  fuch  j>roportions  as  the  commifTioners  fhall  deter- 
mine. 

As  the  petitioner's  account  of  monies  received,  and  difburfe- 
ments  made  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  regiment,  on  which  he  claims 
a  balance,  can,  for  want  of  proper  vouchers  and  information  here, 
only  be  adjufted  in  Canada,  where  the  bufinefs  was  tranfafted, 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  Settlement  in  fuch  mode 
as  the  commifTioners  from  Congrefs,  in  that  province,  fhall  direct  ; 
but,  as  the  petitioner  is  in  want  of  money, 

Resolved,  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  him  in  part  of  his  de- 
mand againft  the  United  Colonies. 

With  regard  to  the  petitioner's  requeft,  that  a  court  of  enquiry 
may  be  called  refpecting  the  charge  againft  him  and  major  Brown, 
for  plundering  the  effects  of  the  prifoners  : — As  brigadier  general 
Arnold  in  his  letter  of  the  1ft  of  February  laft  alleges,  that  the  pe- 
titioner and  major  Brown  had  been  publicly  accufed  of  plundering 
the  officers'  baggage,  taken  at  Sorell,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  ca- 
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pitulation,  and  to  the  great  fcandal  of  the  American  arms  ;  for 
"Which  reafon,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  would  give 
great  difguft  to  the  army  in  general,  if  either  of  them  mould  be 
promoted  until  thefe  matters  were  cleared  up  ;  and,  as  the  petitioner 
afferts  his  innocence,  declaring  that  he  neither  plundered,  nor  di- 
rected, nor  was  privy  to  the  plundering  of  any  prifoner  or  other  per- 
fon  whatever  :  Considering,  therefore,  on  one  hand,  the  aggravated 
nature  of  this  charge,  which  is  an  impediment  to  the  petitioner's 
promotion,  and,  on  the  other,  the  great  confidence  repofed  in  him 
by  general  Montgomery,  and  the  eflential  fervice  which  the  peti- 
tioner has  rendered  to  his  country  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  from  Gongrefs,  in  Canada,  be 
inflructed  to  caufe  enquiry  to  be  made  by  a  court-martial,  or  other- 
wife,  into  the  charge  againft  the  petitioner,  giving  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  his  defence  ;  and  that  the  proceedings  thereon  be 
tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  in  order  that  juftice  may  be  done  to  the 
petitioner,  if  he  has  been  accufed  without  fufficient  reafon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr,  April  27,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  350  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Edy  ;  of  which  250  for  himfelf,  and  100  for 
Ifaiah  Beaudreau,  for  fervices  done. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  from  North-Carolina  were  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

An  affidavit  refpefting  the  capture  of  W.  Ginn's  brig. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Johnfon,  prefident  of  the  convention,  dated 
the  10th  inftant,  enclofing  fundry  refolves  of  the  faid  convention, 
and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Moore. 

Resolved,  That  the  affidavit  be  delivered  to  the  fecret  committee  : 

That  the  other  papers  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pay-mafter-general,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Warren,  whole  refignation  was  accepted;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  and  examined, 

William  Palfrey,  Efq;  was  elefted. 

Congrefs  alio  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  commifTary- 
general,  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  Virginia  with  rations  ;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,   and  examined, 

William  Aylet,   Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Read  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  fupply  the  troops  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  bat- 
talion in  the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Monday  April  29,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  being  received,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read,  viz. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  return 
of  the  army  at  New- York  : 

A  letter  from  major  Wrixon,  declining  to  accept  of  the  com- 
miflion  of  chief-engineer  : 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  with  the  examina- 
tion of  Alexander  Rofs,  and  fundry  papers  found  in  his  pofTeffion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  and  the  let- 
ter from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  with  Mr.  Rofs's  papers, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gold- 
borough,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Lee,  and  one  from  Tho- 
mas Bullet  ;  and  a  petition  from  Dr.  J.  Potts,  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  committee. 

Resolved,  That  letters  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  general 
Schuyler  and  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  defiring  them 
to  inform  this  Congrefs,  whether  the  continental  commiffions  fent 
to  them  for  the  officers  of  the  troops  raifed  by  Connecticut  the  lafl 
campaign,  were  delivered,  or  offered  to  them,  or  to  any,  and  which 
of  them,  and  whether  any,  and  which  of  them  refufed,  or  accepted 
the  fame  ?  and  particularly,  whether  commiffions  were  offered  to 
colonel  Waterbury  and  colonel  Eafton,  and  whether  they  refufed 
accepting  them  ? 

Resolved,  That  captain  Peter  Adams,  from  Maryland,  under 
whofe  cuftody  Alexander  Rofs  was  brought  to  Philadelphia,  be  dif- 
miffed,  and  that  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  be  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  continental  troops  in  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  a  Handing  committee  be  appointed  for  Indian 
affairs  ;  that  it  confift  of  five  :  that  the  election  of  the  members 
be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs,  relying  on  the  integrity  and  ho- 
nour of  captain  A.  M'Gee,  order,  that  he  be  permitted  to  go  at 
large,  on  giving  his  parole  to  the  committee  of  Weft-Augufla,  not 
to  engage  or  be  concerned  in  any  meafure  injurious  to  thefe  co- 
lonies, by  ftimulating  the  Indian  nations  to  make  war  againfc  them, 
or  otherwife. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Marfhall,  for  tin  cartouch  boxes,  the  fum  of  465 
dollars  : 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  fubfiftence,  waggonage,  and  fer- 
riages of  the  6th  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  2736  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  general  Wafliington's  letter  of  the  19th,  &x.  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  from  Fort- Pitt  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  the  ftate  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department. 
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Resolved,  That  no  traders'  ought  to  go  into  the  Indian  country 
without  licenfe  from  the  agent  in  the  department  :   and  that  i 
be  taken  by  him,  to  prevent  exorbitant  prices  for  goods  being  ex* 
acted  from  the  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  a  ton  of  powder  be  fent  to  Mr.  G.  Morgan,  to 
be.  diftributed  to  fuch  Indians  as  he  fhall  be  convinced  are  in  our 
,  intereft. 

Resolved,  That  meafures  be  immediately  taken  to  procure  goods 
to  fupply  the  Indians  at  the  treaties  ordered  to  be  held  with  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  councils  of  MalTachuffetts-Bay  and  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  governors  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Ifland, 
be  earneftly  requefled  to  take  the  molt  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures 
to  collect  as  much  hard  money  in  their  refpetlive  colonies  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  to  fend  the  fame  as  collected  to  general  Schuyler,  and  draw 
upon  the  prefiderit  of  Congrefs  for  the  amount. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report,  and  the 
feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poflponed  till  to-morrow,  to 
which  time  Congrefs  adjourned. 

Ill  (gg>4— 

Tuesdat,  April  30,    1776. 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  {land- 
ing committee  for  Indian  affairs,  when 

Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and 
Mr.  Rutledge,  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Matthew  Swan,  for  carrying  two  brafs  field-pieces  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Williamfburg,  the  fum  of  93.6  dollars,  over  andbefide 
the  fum  of  80  dollars,  paid  him  by  Robert  Erwin,  and  13.3  dollars, 
paid  by  the  committee  of  Williamfburg  ; 

For  houfe-rent,  carriage,  and  other  contingent  expenfes  of  the 
fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  358.6  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Harper,  quarter-mailer  of  the 
faid  battalion  : 

For  provifions  for  captain  Rofs's  company,  fupplied  by  Charles 
Jackfon,  the  fum  of  9.1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Timothy  Matlack. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the 
committee  of  inflection  and  obfervation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  advice  of  Congrefs,  whether  they  ought 
to  continue  the  exercil'e  of  the  power  of  regulating  the  price  of 
goods  in  other  inflances  than  that  of  green  tea  ?  brought  in  their 
report,  which,  being  taken  into  confideration,  was  agreed  to ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  ninth  article  of  the  aflbciation,  which  en- 
joined the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to  fell  goods  and 
merchandize  at  the  rates  they  had  reflectively  been  a'ccuflomed  to 
do  for  twelve  months  then  lafl  paft,  was,  in  its  nature,  a  temporary 
regulation  refpecting  the  goods  then  on  hand  ;  but,  as  thofe  goods 

Vol.  II.  V 
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are  nearly  confumed,  and  a  farther  fupply  muft  be  obtained  at  ait 
extraordinary  rifque  and  expenfe,  and  it  is  reafonable  that  adven- 
turers fhould  be  encouraged  by  a  profpect  of  gain,  adequate  to  the 
danger  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  importation,  and  a  free  trade 
being  now  opened  from  the  United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  except  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain : 

Resolved,  That  the  power  of  committees  of  infpe&ion  and  ob- 
fervation  to  regulate  the  prices  of  goods,  in  other  inftances  than 
the  article  of  green  tea,  ought  to  ceafe. 

Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  veffels  which  were  left  in  the  docks  and  har- 
bour at  Bofton  by  the  enemy,  and  which  different  perfons  claim  as 
their  property,  ought  to  be  reflored  to  their  former  owners,  being 
inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  on  their  making  proof  of  their  title, 
unlefs  the  laid  parties  fo  claiming,  (hall  have  been  voluntarily  active 
againft  the  rights  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  affording  aid  and  af- 
fiftance  to  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  government  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  to  appoint  commiffioners 
to  hear  fuch  claims,  and  determine  on  the  fufficiency  of  the  proof 
thereof : 

Provided,  That  any  perfon  apprehending  himfelf  or  herfelf  to  be 
aggrieved  by  the  adjudication  of  the  commiffioners,  may  appeal  from 
their  fentence  to  Congrefs,  fuch  appeal  being  demanded  and  lodged 
with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  within  the  times  limited,  and  the 
appellant  giving  fecurity,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  in  the  cafe  of 
an  appeal  from  the  fentence  of  a  court  appointed  for  hearing  mari- 
time caufes. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pofl> 
poned. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  George  Evans,  who  has  contracted  to  fupply  the 
Delaware  battalions  with  rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  delegates  for  New-Jerfey  having  laid  before  Congrefs  a  num- 
ber of  bills  counterfeited  to  imitate  the  continental  bills  of  credit, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  fix  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Thurfday. 

Thursdat,  May  2f  1776.    ' 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz.  One  of  the  22d  of  April,  from  the  committee  of  fecrecy, 
war,  and  intelligence  of  North-Carolina,  with  a  lift  of  prifoners  fent 
to  Philadelphia. 

One  of  the  30th  of  April  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a 
memorial  from  governor  Cooke  ;  and, 

One  of  the  29th  of  the  fame  month  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New-York. 


MAY   1776.  U9 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
memorial  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  defiring 
him,  in  cafe  major  Douglafs  declines  to  take  the  command  of  the 
veffels  on  the  lakes,  to  appoint  captain  Wyncoop  to  that  command, 
and  inform  Congrefs  thereof  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  1ft,  from  Henry  Fiflier,  of  Lewis-town,  dire&ed 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  batta- 
lion, be  directed  to  ftation  thirty-five  men,  with  an  officer,  at  the 
Falle-Cape,  till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  2001b. 
of  powder,  and  2001b.  of  lead,  to  Lewis-town,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
companies  ftationed  there. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  William  Curry,  for  account  of  medicine  and  attendance 
for  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  laid  before 
Congrefs  by  the  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
te«  on  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  laft  ;  and, 
after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted  ;  and,  as  the  members  of  the 
former  committee  are  abfent,  that  a  new  committee  be  appointed. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  W.  Livingilon,  and 
Mr.  W.  Rutledge. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  that  branch  of  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Delaware  government,  refiding  in  Kent  county,  to 
furnifh  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  with  as 
many  of  the  public  arms  of  that  county  as  may  be  fufficient  for  arm- 
ing the  companies  of  the  faid  battalion,  ftationed  at  Lewis-town,  to 
be  ufed  by  them  till  otherwife  ordered  by  the  faid  branch  of  the 
council  of  fafety. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  May   3,    177(5. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  David  Williams  for  waggon-hire,  the  fum  of  112  dollars  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 
Resdved,  That  the  fecret  committee   be  directed,  to  fend  two 
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hundred  pounds  of  Peruvian  bark  to  the  commanding-  officer  in 
Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  in  the  fouthern  de- 
partment. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Simon  was  prefentedto  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :    • 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  Hen- 
drick  Vanbrune  and  Thomas  Littel,  3001b.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townihip  of  Shrewfbury,  to  enable  them  to 
defend  their  fea-coaft. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letter  from  brigadier  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  18th  of  March 
laft  ;   which  was  agreed  to  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel  Ogden,  of 
the  firft  battalion  of  New-Jerfey,  was  made  upon  good  grounds, 
the  Congrefs  having  referved  and  frequently  exerciled  the  right  of 
promoting  men  of  diftinguifhed  merit  : 

That  the  commiffary,  Mr.  Lowry,  be  directed  to  fupply  fuch  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  faid  battalion,  as  defire  it,  with  uniforms,  the 
coft  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay  : 

That,    as  the  army  is   now  removed  from   Cambridge  to  New- 
York,  the  confideration  of  raifing  a  regiment  of  artillery   for 
fervice   in  that  city,  as   applied  for  in  the  faid  letter,  be  poiiponed 
till    further  advice  may  be  received  from  general  Wafhingtcn,   or 
the  commanding  officer  there. 

A  petition  from  captain  Ofwald  Eve  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Ser- 
geant. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for. 20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  colonel  John  Haflet,  for  the  ufe  of  the  De- 
laware battalion  under  his  command,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  300  lb. 
of  powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  lead,  to  Lev/is-town, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  {rationed  there. 

The    committee,   to  whom  the  report  on  general  Wafhington's 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March  laft  was  recommitted,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morroAv. 

SaVurdat,  May  4,  1776. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Dr.  David  Cowell,  the  fum  of  97.4  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  colonel  Hand,  of  the  rifle  battalion,  was 
read  j  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  an  order  for  4000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  colonel  Hand,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

That  the  letter  from  col.  Handbe  referred  to  acommittee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington. 

The  Gongrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  29th  of 
April,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  major  be  appointed  for  the  firft  New-York 
battalion,  in  the  room  of  major  Benedict,,  who  has  reiigned  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  and  examined, 

Barnabas  Tuthill,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Sundry  letters,  juft  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read, 
viz.  one  of  the  10th  of  April,  from  brigadier-general  Woofter,  at 
Holland-Houfe,  before  Quebec  : 

One  of  the  28th  of  faid  month,  from  general  Schuyler,  dated 
Fort-George,  enclofmg  the  examination  of  Michael  Ryan. 

One  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month,  from  governor  Trumbull, 
enclofing  a  letter  from  N.  Shaw,  jun.  with  a  lift  of  the  cannon  left 
at  New-London. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  lay  on  the  table,  on  Mon- 
day next,  the  inftructions  given  by  the  naval-committee  to  com- 
modore Hopkins,  upon  his  leaving  this  port. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  general 
Waftungton's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  cannon,  and  other  (lores,  in  Bofton,  which 
were  originally  pnrchafed  and  provided  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  colonies  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  New-Hampfhire,  be  confi- 
dered  as  belonging  to  the  colony  that  fo  purchafed  and  provided 
them  ;  and  that  all  the  other  cannon  left  in  the  colony  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay, by  the  Britilh  forces,  be  prefented  to  the  faid  colony  : 

The  farther  confideration  of  the  report,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colo- 
ny, was  poftponed  till  Monday  next. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  4th  of  April  ;    whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  militia, 
lately  called  to  Cambridge,  commence  on  the  day  of  their  march, 
I  and  ceafe  on  that  of  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  May  6,    1776. 

Advice  being  received  that  captain  Young,  who  was  fitted  out 
at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent,  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Alfop, 
was  arrived  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  give  proper 
orders  for  landing,  fecuring  and  bringing  to  Philadelphia  the  cargo 
imported  by  captain  Young. 
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A  memorial  of  captain  Herman  Allen  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confide  ration  of  the  report  on  general 
Wafhington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  ;  and,  thereupon,  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  general  "W  afhington  has  requefted  directions  concern- 
ing the  conduct  that  mould  be  obferved  towards  commiffioners, 
faid  to  be  coming  from  Great-Britain  to  America, 

Resolved,  That  general  Walhington  be  informed,  that  Congrefs 
fuppofe,  if  commiffioners  are  intended  to  be  fent  from  Great-Bri- 
tain to  treat  of  peace,  that  the  practice  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  will  be 
obferved,  by  making  previous  application  for  the  neceffary  paflports 
or  fafe  condutt,  and  on  fuch  application  being  made,  Congrefs  will 
then  direct  the  proper  meafures  for  the  reception  of  fuch  commif- 
iioners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  refolution,  whereby  per- 
sons relident,  or  having  property  in  America,  who  affift  any  of  the 
enemies  of  thefe  United  Colonies  in  the  captures  of  veflels  or  goods, 
may  be  made  liable  to  make  good  the  damage  to  the  fufferers, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  from  general  Lee,  was  read. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  confideration,  the  ftate  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had  thereupon  come 
to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  when  the 
houfe  mould  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  ten  millions  of  dollars  be  raifed  for  the  purpofe 
of  carrying  on  the  war  for  the  current  year  : 

That  the  Indian  goods  faid  to  be  at  Fort-Pitt,  be  purchafed  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

That  Indian  goods,  to  the  value  of  ten  thoufand  dollars,  be  pur- 
chafed at  Montreal,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

That  treaties  be  held  with  the  Indians  in  the  different  depart- 
ments, as  foon  as  practicable  ;  and  that  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand 
dollars,  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury,  to  the  commiffioners  of  each 
refpettive  department,  for  prefents  to  the  Indians  and  the  expenfes 
of  fuch  treaties. 

Mr.  Harrifon  farther  reported,  that  the  committee  de fired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
America. 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  devife 
•ways  and  means  for  railing  the  ten  millions  of  dollars  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duanc,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,-  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention,  or  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia, 
be  empowered  to  appoint  furgeons  to  the  battalions  raifed  in  the 
faid  colony,  for  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  judge-advocate  to 
the  continental  troops  in  the  colony  of  Virginia. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  May  7,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read,  viz. 

One  of  the  5th  of  April  from  general  Walhington  : 

One  of  the  14th  from  John  G.  Frazer,  en  doling  a  lift  of  the 
veffels,  cannon,  and  ordinance-ftores  left  by  the  enemy  at  Bofton  : 

One  from  fundry  prifoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  dated 
21ft  March  : 

One  from  L.  F.  of  St.  Euftatia,  dated  5th  of  April  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Patton,was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  :    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  the 
petitioners  600  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  privateers  they  are 
fitting-  out. 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  dollars  be  paid  by  the  treafurers  to 
M.  Giafon,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  upon  his  giving  a  bill  upon  his 
friend  at  Montreal  for  the  like  fum,  payable  on  demand. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ore 
the  papers  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  North-Caro- 
lina :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  another  battalion  raifed,  in  North-Carolina,  in 
addition  to  the  live  battalions  already  ordered  for  the  defence  of 
that  colony,  be  taken  into  the  pay  and  fervice  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies : 

That  a  deputy  quarter-mafter-generalbe  appointed  for  the  fouth- 
ern  department,  to  be  employed  in  North-Carolina : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  forward 
twelve  field-pieces  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  North-Carolina  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  three  tons  of 
gun-powder  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony  : 

That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to  purchafe 
and  forward  to  North-Carolina,  a  cheft  of  medicines  and  inftru- 
ments,  equal  in  value  to  one  ofthofe  furnifhed  by  the  Pennfylva- 
nia  battalions,  for  each  of  the  fix  battalions  raifed  in  the  colony  of. 
North-Carolina. 
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Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  quarter-mailer- 
general  for  the  fouthern  department ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Nicholas  Long,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Long,  Efq;  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel 
in  the  continental  army. 

The  convention  of  North-Carolina  having  recommended  fundry 
gentlemen  for  field-officers  o£  the  fix  battalions  raifed  in  that  colo- 
ny, Congrefs  proceeded  to  a  choice,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
•were  elected  : 

Francis  Nalh,  Efq;  colonel  "J 

Thomas  Clarke,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel    > of  the  1ft  battalion. 

William  Davis,  Efq;  major  J 

Alexander  Martin,  Efq;  colonel  "1 

John  Patton,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel       t  of  the  2d  battalion. 

John  White,  Efq;  major  J 

Jethro  Sumner,  Efq;  colonel  "|  •• 

William  Alfton,  Efq; lieutenant-colonel   v.  of  the  3d  battalion. 

Samuel  Lockart,  Efq;  major  J 

Thomas  Polk,  Efq;  colonel  ~1 

JamesThackfton,Efq;lieutenant-colonel  L  of  the  4th  battalion. 

William  Davidfon,  Efq;  major  J 

Edward  Bancombe,  Efq;  colonel  "S 

Henry  Irwin,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel      v.  of  the  5th  battalion. 

Levi  Dawfon,  Efq;  major  J 

Alexander  Lillington,  Efq;  colonel         ~) 

William  Taylor,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel  s  of  the  6th  battalion. 

Gideon  Lamb,  Efq;  major  J 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  received  yefterday  from  general  Lee, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  re- 
ceived this  morning. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  purchafe  {lockings 
for  the  troops  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  general  affem- 
blies  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  and  requeft  them  to 
afiift  in  procuring  the  faid  ftockings. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  memorial  from  the  com- 
mittee, of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  twenty  of  the  heavieft  cannon,  taken  by  commo- 
dore Hopkins,  at  New-Providence,  and  brought  from  thence  to 
New- London,  and  fince  carried  to  Newport,  be  brought  to  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  delivered  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania, for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  faid  city  ;  to  remain 
there  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs. 

William  Peachy,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion,  hav- 
ing refigned,  Congrefs' proceeded  to  elect  a  gentleman  to  fupply 
his  place  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Charles  Scott,  Efq;  was  elected  ;   and, 

Alexander  Spotfwood  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  fe- 
ccnd  battalion,  in  the  room  of  colonel  Scott. 

Resolved,  That  fuch  of  the  iron  cannon,  as  were  brought  from 
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Ticonderoga  to  Eoflon,  and  have  not  been  removed  by  general 
Wafhington,  be  lent  for  the  defence  of  the  town  and  harbour  of 
Bofton,  to  remain  there  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being-  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  May  8,    1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  William  Brady  for  thirty  days  waggonage,  in  conveying 
captain  Stevenfon's  baggage  from  Virginia  to  Roxbuiy,  the  fum 
of  60  dollars  ;  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Daniel 
M'Pherfon  : 

To  James  M'Donnel,  for  waggonage,  in  conveying  baggage  be- 
longing to  captain  Talbot's  company,  of  the  fixth  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  to  New-York,  the  fum  of  1  17.9  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafliington,  one  of  the  4th 
from  William  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  and  one  of  the  2d  from 
captain  Delaplace,  a  prifoner,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  live. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

A  petition  from  captain  Gideon  Warren,  and  a  letter  from  Jo- 
feph  Woodward,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  New-Hamplhire 
grants,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  who  are 
directed  to  hear  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter,  and  report 
thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  inftructions  given  by  the  naval-committee  to  commodore 
Hopkins,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven  ;  and, 
that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  faid  committee,  to  enquire  how  far 
commodore  Hopkins  has  complied  with  the  faid  inftruclions,  and 
if,  upon  enquiry,  they  lhall  find  that  he  has  departed -therefrom,  to 
examine  into  the  occafion  thereof;  alio,  to  enquire  into  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  Providence,  and 
the  other  officer,  brought  from  thence,  and  report  what,  in  their 
opinion,  is  proper  to  be  done  with  them  :  \ 

That  the  faid  committee  have  power  to  fend  for  witneffes  and 
papers : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
M'Kean,  Mr.  Buane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingfion. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  Kifkland,  a  prifpner. 
has  broken  gaol,  and  made  his  efcape, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  wavs 
and  means  to  have  him  re-taken  : 

Vol.  II.  X 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  it  fhall  appear  to  this  Gongrefs,  that 
any  officer  or  officers,  bearing  continental  commiffions,  fhall  have 
departed  from  orders,  an  enquiry  fhall  be  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  Aaron 
Biddle  and  John  Helm,  75  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Upper-Pennfneck,  in  New-Jerfey. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Gongrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
the  colonies  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  any  refolutions  thereon,  defired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  thefe 
colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

— «»^«a«- 

Thursday,  May  9,   1776. 

A  letter  from  Ab.  Livingfton  offering  to  refign  the  contratt 
made  with  the  convention  of  New- York,  for  fupplying  the  troops, 
in  that  colony,  with  provifions ;  alio,  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  col. 
James  Eafton,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Application  being  made  for  a  fafe  conduct  for  Mrs.  Bellew,  wife 
of  captain  Bellew,  of  the  Liverpool,  to  pafs  through  the  country  to 
her  relations  in  Marblehead, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  for  confideration  to  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Wm.  Bedford,  for  cartouch  ftraps,  the  fum  of  193.3  dollars: 

To  colonel  Jof.  Read,  for  camp  equipage,  Sec.  procured  for  ge- 
neral Waihington,  the  fum  of  434.2  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  having  reported  on  the  petition  and  accounts 
of  captain  Herman  Allen,  which  were  referred  to  them, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  petition  and  accounts  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  treasury. 

The  committee  on  prifaners,  to  whom  the'  letter  from  Henry 
Beaumont,  of  the  26th  regiment  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Henry  Beaumont  be  permitted  to  refide 
with  bis  wife  and  famiiy  at  Elizabeth-town,  in  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey,  he  giving  to  the  committee  of  infpe£tion  and  obfervation  of 
the  faid  borough,  his  parole,  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  Congrefs. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  railing 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  brought 
in  tlieir  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  live  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  cre- 
dit, in  part  of  the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year : 

That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the  redemption 
of  the  faid  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  fuch  periods,  and  in  fuch 
manner  and  proportions,  as  Congrefs  {hall  hereafter  direct  and  ap- 
point. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  trea- 
fury,  to  confider  of  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
before-mentioned  refolution,  for  emitting  five  millions  of  dollars,  in 
bills  of  credit,  towards  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 

The  committee  having  informed  Congrefs,  that  they  have  not 
had  time  to  complete  their  report  : 

Resolved,  That  they  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Captain  Budden  having  been  taken  by  the  Liverpool  man  of  war, 
and  permitted,  on  his  parole,  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to 
procure  a  prifoner  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  him, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  exchanging  feamen  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr. 
Huntington. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  ftate  of  the 
United  Colonies  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident 
relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have 
come  to  a  refolution  thereon,  which  he  read  and  delivered  in. 

The  refolution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  again  read, 
and  the  determination  thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony,  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  application  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Bel- 
lew  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  passport  be  granted  to  Mrs.  Bellew  to  come  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  under  efcort  of  a  continental  officer  ;  and 
that  Ihe  may  refide  fafely  and  unmolefted  in  the  faid  city,  until  her 
friends  in  New-England  come  to  efcort  her  to  Marblehead,  when 
a  fafe  conduct  fhall  alfo  be  granted  to  her  for  that  journey,  and  for 
her  refidence  there  during  her  pleafure. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  May  10,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the  3d 
from  Thomas  Cufhing-,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
the  eaftern  colonies. 

t 
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A  letter  from  Monfieur  Docaifor  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confideration  of  gene- 
ral Washington's  letter  of  the  5th,  and  the  papers  enclofed,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  paffed  the  firft  day  of 
April  laft,  eftabli filing  the  mode  of  fettling  the  public  accounts,  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  general  : 

That  the  refolutibn  of  Congrefs  paffed  the  17th  of  January  laft, 
allowing  one  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  to  the  officers,  in  lieu 
of  expenfes  for  enlifting  each  foldier,  being  a  general  regulation, 
extends  to  the  troops  raifed  in  the  eaftern  department ;  and  that  the 
general  be  directed  to  make  that  allowance  for  all  the  troops  enlift- 
ed  fince^the  time  of  palling  the  laid  refolution  : 

That,  as  the  road  recommended  by  general  Wafliington  to  be 
opened  between  the  town  of  Newbury,  on  Connecticut  river,  and 
the  province  of  Canada,  will  facilitate  the  march  and  return  of  the 
troops  employed  in  that  quarter,  and  promote  the  public  fervice, 
the  general  be  directed  to  profecute  the  plan  he  has  formed,  refpecl- 
ing  the  faid  road  : 

That  ten  tons  of  gun-powder  be  fent  to  New-York  : 

That  400,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army  in  New- York  and  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  : 

That  the  commanding  officers  in  the  different  departments  and 
pods,  fhall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
continental  army,  of  the  number  and  State  of  the  troops,  and  the 
military  (lores  in  their  refpeclive  departments  : 

That  this  Congrefs  has  hitherto  exercifed,  and  ought  to  retain,  the 
power  of  promoting  the  officers  in  the  continental  fervice  accord- 
ing to  their  merit  ;  and  that  no  promotion  or  fucceffion  fhall  take 
place  upon  any  vacancy,  without  the  authority  of  a  continental 
commifhon. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  refpective  aflemblies 
and  conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no  government  fuf- 
ficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  eftablifh- 
ed,  to  adopt  Such  government,  as  fhall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  beft  conduce  to  the  happinefs  and  Safety  of 
their  conftituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
preamble  to  the  foregoing  refolution  : 

The  members  chofen,  Ivir.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutleclge,  and  Mr, 
R.  K.  Lee. 

Rcxclved)  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  colo- 
nel David  Potter,  and  captain  Daniel  Mahcell,  200  lb.  of  powder, 
and  1000  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown, 
Cumberland  county,  m  Ncw-Jerfey, 
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The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April,  the  cafe  of  Alexander 
Rofs,  and  the  letter  from  general  Lee,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
the  eaftern  colonies,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and,  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  had  time  to  finifli  their  en- 
quiries, defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  be  di- 
rected to  lay  their  proceedings  before  Congrefs  on  Monday  next, 
withholding  the  names  of  the  perfons  they  have  employed,  or  with 
whom  they  have  correfponded. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  exchang- 
ing feamen,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Ball,  of  the  Roebuck,  and  the  three 
feamen  that  were  taken  with  him,  and  are  now  prifoners  in  the 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  be  exchanged  for  captain  Budden  and 
his  fon,  Seth  Davis,  and  Samuel  Conyers  : 

That  fix  of  the  feamen  now  prifoners  in  Philadelphia,  to  be 
named  by  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  may  be  given 
in  exchange  for  the  following  perfons,  viz.  Mr.  Lightbody,  James 

Hage, Fortefcue,  a  pilot  boy  ;  William    Martin,  Jacob 

Wilfon,  and  John  Durry  : 

That  the  faid  exchange  of  prifoners  be  condu&ed  by  fuch  pro- 
per perfons  as  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  may  ap- 
point for  that  purpofe. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Ab.  Li- 
vingfton,  offering  to  cancel  the  contract  he  had  made  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  convention  of  New-York,  for  fupplying  the  forces  in 
that  colony  with  provifions,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ab.  Livingfton,  in  voluntarily  refigning  a 
contract  which  might  have  been  fo  profitable  to  him,  has  exhibited 
an  example  of  public  fpirit,  and  Congrefs  accept  the  refignation 
of  his  contracl. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  retaking-  Mofes  Kirklancl,  be  empowered  to  fend  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  fouthward,  and  defire  the  committees  or  councils  of 
fafety  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
have  him  apprehended,  and  that  they  offer  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  hundred  already  offered,  for  apprehen- 
ding and  fecuring  the  faid  Mofes  Kirkland. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  gaoler,  who  had 
the  charge  and  cuftody  of  Mofes  Kirkland,  and  if  they  find  him 
culpable,  that  they  have  him  removed. 

Resolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  agent  under  the  commif- 
fioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  directed  to 
purchafe  the  Indian  goods,  faid  to  be  at  Pittsburgh,  for  the  life  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  cafe  of  Alexander  Rofs  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  be  difcharged  from  con- 
finement. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  May   11,   1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Jacobs,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge. 

Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  colonies  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  battalions,  directed  by  the  afTembly  of 
Pihode-Ifland  to  be  raifed,  be  taken  into  continental  pay  ;  the  bat- 
talion ordered  to  be  raifed  in  November  laft,  from  the  time  they 
were  armed,  clothed,  and  fit  for  duty  ;  and  the  one  fince  ordered 
to  be  railed,  from  the  prefent  time  ;  provided  they  be  armed, 
clothed,  and  fit  for  fervice  ;  and  that,  if  they  be  not  fo  armed  and 
appointed,  they  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  as  foon  as  they  fhall 
•be  armed  and  muftered  : 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Handing  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be  di- 
rected to  take  meafures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refolution 
of  the  6th,  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  in  the  different 
departments,  as  foon  as  practicable. 

That  the  20th  of  July  be  fixed  on  for  holding  a  treaty,  at  Pittf- 
burgh,  with  the  Indians  in  the  middle  department ;  and  that  the 
(landing  committee  be  directed  to  inform  the  agent,  and  defire  him 
to  notify  the  Indians,  and  invite  them  to  attend  at  the  time  and 
place  mentioned  ;  and  alfo,  that  the  faid  committee  inform  the 
commiffioners,  and  defire  them  to  attend. 

Resolved,  That  John  Harvey  be  appointed  a  commiffioner  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  board  of  officers  in  Philadelphia,  and 
a  petition  from  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  affocia- 
tion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  were  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 
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A  memorial  from  Caunier  de  la  Berthaudurc  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  two  fets  of  trepanning  inftruments  be  fent  to 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  furgeons  of  the  continental  troops  there  ; 
and  that  two  fets  of  trepanning  inftruments,  and  100  lb.  of  Peru- 
vian bark,  be  fent  to  North-Carolina,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  in  that  colony. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  flate  of  the 
colonies  in  the  eaftern  department,  and  the  refolves  of  the  officers, 
and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  afTociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  repor- 
ted, that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matters 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  refolution  thereupon  ;  but,  not 
having  time  to  finifh,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
to  Monday  next. 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  Avhole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  in  the  eaftern  depart- 
ment, and  the  refolves  of  the  officers,  and  petition  of  the  privates 
of  the  military  afTociation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved)  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  500  lb. 
of  powder  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  government,  for 
the  ufe  of  their  militia. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

On  account  rendered  by  the  committee  for  the  upper  diftrict  of 
Frederic  county,  in  Virginia,  of  the  expenfes  incurred  by  captain 
John  Nelfon's  company  of  rifle  men,  the  fum  of  1415.4  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Michael  Fackler,  and  that 
the  faid  company  ought  to  be  charged  with  the  fum  of  1016  dollars, 
the  amount  of  rifles  and  goods,  Sec.  furniihed  for  their  ufe,  the 
remainder, being  for  provifions  and  waggonage,to  be  charged  to  the 
continent. 

To  Andrew  M'Nair  for  attendance  and  for  candles,  &c.  the  fum 
of  181.9  dollars,  in  full  of  his  account  to  the   30th  of  April  laft  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer,  for  five  teams  that  went  to 
Canada,  a  balance  of  699.6  dollars  : 

To  Walter  Drummond,  for  nurfing  fever al  perfons  belonging  to 
captain  Benezet's  company,  the  fum  of  27  dollars  ; 

To  George  London,  for  34  days  waggonage  i'or  the  6th  batta- 
lion, the  fum  of  1 17.5  dollars  : 

Ordered)  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Mondat,  May   13,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafhington,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Sundry  petitions  were  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz.  One 
from  Doctor  Benjamin  Church,  and  one  from  Benjamin,  Samuel  and 
Edward  Church,  with  a  certificate  from  three  phyficians  refpedting 
the  health  of  Dr.  B.  Church  ;  alfo  one  from  John  Connolly  and 
John  Smith,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  George  Morgan,  at  Pittfburgh,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Handing  committee  on  In-: 
dian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  have  leave  to  vifit  her  hufband 
in  gaol. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  laid 
before  Congrefs  a  copy  of  their  proceedings. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  preamble  to  the  refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs  palled  the  10th,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confederation  thereof  be  poflponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  Edmund  Pendleton,  prefident  of  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  A.  C.  Hanfon,  for  the  expenfes  of  two  gentlemen,  a  private 
foldier,  and  a  fervant,  on  an  expedition  to  New- York,  the  fum  of 
76.4  dollars  : 

To  Rachel  Stille,  for  boarding  prifoners  now  in  Trenton,  and 
including  captain  Chafe's  bill  of  8.5  dollars,  and  a  bill  of  waggon- 
age,  the  fum  of  290.9  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  waggonage  of  powder 
from  Egg-harbour  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  247  dollars  : 

To  Frederick  Bicking,  for  paper  for  the  continental  bills  of  credit, 
the  fum  of  1 109.3  dollars  : 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  deputy  mufter-mafler-general,  for  his  pay 
and  expenfes  to  the  17th  of  April  laft,  the  fum  of  455.6  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideraticn  of  the  refolution  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  determi- 
nation thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony,  was  poftponed  till  to-mor- 
row. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  May   14,    1776. 
A  letter  of  the  1 1th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  fundry 
papers  ;  a  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler,  and   a  letter  of 
the  9th  from  Daniel  Rcbertfon,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read : 
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Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Church, 
now  confined  in  gaol  in  Norwich,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
a  petition  from  Benjamin,  Samuel,  and  Edward  Church,  together 
■with  a  certificate  from  phyficians,  refpecting  the  dangerous  rrate  of 
the  aforefaid  Dr.  Church,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  :    whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  be  fent  to  the  colony  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  that  the  council  of  the  faid  colony  be  re- 
queued to  take  a  recognizance  from  him,  with  two  good  lureties,  in 
fuch  penalty  as  they  Aiall  think  fufficient^  not  being  lefs  than  one 
thoufand  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  his  appearance  before  fuch 
court  as  fhall  be  erected  for  his  trial,  and  at  fuch  time  and  place  as 
fuch  court  (hall  direct,  and  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  fame  ;  and 
that  they  be  farther  requefled,  "to  take  his  parole,  not  to  hold  any 
correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or,  at  any 
time,  to  depart  out  of  the  faid  colony,  without  their  licenfe  ;  and 
that,  upon  the  performance  thereof,  the  faid  Dr.  Benjamin  Church 
be  fet  at  liberty. 

The  affembly  of  Rhode-Ifland,  having  appointed  two  delegates  to 
reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  the  credentials  of  their  appoint- 
ment were"  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  as  follows  : 

([^^^j  "  The  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifh  colony  of 
((^.^  j)  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  general  affem- 
bly  convened,  to  Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  Eiqrs; 
greeting  :  Whereas  this  affembly,  rcpofing  fpecial  truft  and  confi- 
dence in  your  abilities  and  integrity,  have  appointed  you,  the  faid 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  delegates,  to  reprefent  this 
colony  in  general  Congrefs  ;  you  are,  therefore,  hereby  empowered 
to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  United  Colonies,  in  Congrefs, 
at  Philadelphia,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  or  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  (hall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  delegates 
from  the  faid  colonies.  You  are  alfo  authorized  and  empowered  to 
confult  and  advife  with  the  delegates  of  the  faid  colonies  in  Con- 
grefs, upon  the  molt  proper  meafures  for  promoting  and  confirming 
the  ftricteft  union  and  confederation  between  the  faid  United  Co- 
lonies, for  exerting  their  whole  ftrength  and  force  to  annoy  the 
common  enemy,  and  to  fecure  the  faid  colonies  their  rights  and 
liberties,  both  civil  and  religious,  whether  by  entering  into  treaties 
with  any  prince,  ftate,  or  potentate,  or  by  fuch  other  prudent  and 
effectual  ways  and  means  as  fhall  be  deviled  and  agreed  on  ;  and, 
in  conjunction  with  the  delegates  from  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter  into  and  adopt  all  fuch  meafures, 
taking  the  greateft  care  to  fecure  to  this  colony,  in  the  {rrongeff. 
and  moft  perfect  manner,  its  prefent  eftablifhed  form,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government,  fo  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and 
conduct  of  our  own  affairs,  civil  and  relicrious.  You  are  alfo  in- 
Vol.  II.  Y 
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ftructed  and  directed,  to  exert  your  utraoft  abilities,  in  carrying  ofs 
» this  juft  and  neceffary  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged  againft  cruel  and 
unnatural  enemies,  in  the  rrroft  vigorous  manner,  until  peace  fhall 
be  reflored  to  the  faid  colonies,  and  their  rights  and  liberties  fecured 
upon  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis.  You  are  alfo  empowered,  to  join 
with  the  major  part  of  the  delegates  of  the  faid  United  Colonies, 
in  adjourning,  from  time  to  time,  and  to  fuch  place  or  places  as 
fhall  be  thought  proper  for  and  during  one  year.  And,  as  it  may 
happen,  that  from  ficknefs  or  other  neceffary  caufes,  one  of  you 
may  be  abfent  from  Congrefs,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  the  other  is  hereby 
as  fully  empowered  to  reprefent  the  colony,  as  though  both  were 
prefent  and  agreed  in  fentiment.     May  4,  1776. 

In  behalf  of  the  general  affembly,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand, 
and  caufed  the  feal  of  the  colony  to  be  affixed,  the  fixth  day  of  Mayr 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix. 

Nicholas  Cooke,  Governor." 

By  his  hollow's  command, 

Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington 
of  the  5th,  and  the  letter  from  captain  Delaplace  of  the  2d,  &c. 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  number  of  arms,  fit  for  ufe,  may  be  bought 
of  tfee  owners,  Avho  may  incline  to  fell  them,  general  Wafliington 
be  defired  to  employ  fuch  an  agent  as  he  hath  propofed,  to  go  into 
anv  of  the  colonies  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  captain  Delaplace  be  fent  to  major- 
general  Schuyler,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  enquire  how  the  things, 
therein  mentioned  to  have  been  left  by  captain  Delaplace,  were  dif- 
pofed  of,  and  what  was  the  value  thereof,  and  report  the  matter,  as 
it  fhall  appear  to  him,  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  cafe  of  captain  Delaplace  is  not  diftinguifhable  from  that 
of  other  prifoners  of  war,  who  are  obliged  to  refund  the  expenfes 
of  their  maintenance. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committer  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  Jacob  Ford,  jun.  three  tons  of  faltpetre,  to  be  by  him  ma- 
nufactured into  gun-powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  on 
the  fame  terms  as  others  have  agreed  to  manufacture  it  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  Jofeph  Ellis,  400  lb. 
of  powder,  and  a  quantity  cf  iron-ball,  fufficient  for  900  lb.  of  pow- 
der, for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  Bird, 
200  lb.  of  powder,  to  prove  the  cannon  he  is  making  for  the  United 
Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
making  of  cannon,  be  directed  to  employ  proper  perfons  to  atteitd 
and  ice  the  cannon  proved  : 

That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  fa- 
vour of  ths  cannon-committee  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 
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Congrefs  then  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  •whole  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  five  battalions,  now  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  be 
recruited  to  their  full  complements,  and  that  three  additional  batta- 
lions be  raifed  in  the  eaftern  department,  for  the  fervice  of  the  con- 
tinent, the  recruits  to  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  fo  foon  as  they 
{hall  be  armed  and  muftered. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Lee,  with  fundry  papers  enclo- 
fcd,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  a  former  letter  of  general  Lee. 

Martin  Strobach,  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  Hornet 
floop,  finding  the  fervice  by  fea  to  difagree  with  him,  and  appre- 
hending he  can  be  of  more  ufe  in  the  land  fervice,  begs  permiffion 
to  be  difcharged  from  the  prefent  fervice  he  is  engaged  in,  that  he, 
may  apply  for  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Pennfylvania  artillery  company, 
where  there  is  a  vacancy,  which  he  is  encouraged  to  make  applica- 
tion for : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  to  difcharge  him. 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration,  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  eaftern  department,  &c.  and,  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon,  the  pre fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confide- 
ration the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refo- 
lutions  ;  but,  that  not  having  yet  finifhed,  they  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs, being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  major-general  and  brigadier-general 
be  appointed  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  general  Waihington  be  directed  to  order  a  major-genera} 
forthwith  to  take  the  command  in  the  eaftern  department,  and  alio 
that  he  order  a  brigadier-general  on  that  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  major-general  and  brigadier- 
general  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  re- 
folves  of  the  officers  and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of 
the  military  affociation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  to 
whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Hampfhire, 
and  other  papers  from  that  colony,  were  referred  ;   and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  and  fubfifted  on  the  fame 
terms  as  the  continental  troops  in  the  eaftern  department  ;  thefaid 
battalion  to  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  fo  foon  as  they  fhall  be 
armed  and  muftered. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  the  mufkets  that  are  ^t  Newport. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-n  orrow. 

Wednesdat,  May    15,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  de- 
fired  to  write  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  government, 
to  fulpend  the  execution  of  the  refolve  of  Congress,  for  exchanging 
lieutenant  Ball  for  captain  Budden,  till  farther  orders. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  draught  of  the  preamble 
brought  in  by  the  committee,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  his  Britannic  majefty,  in  conjunction  with  the  lords  and 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  has,  by  a  late  act  of  parliament,  exclu- 
ded the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  Colonics  from  the  protection  of 
his  crown  ;  and  whereas,  no  anfwer,  whatever,  to  the  humble  peti- 
tions of  the  colonies  for  redrefs  of  grievances  and  reconcilation 
with  Great-Britain,  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given  ;  but,  the  whole 
force  of  that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exer- 
ted for  the  deftruction  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies  ;  and 
■whereas,  it  appears  abfolutely  irreconcileable  to  reafon  and  ood 
confeience,  for  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  now  to  take  the  •  s 
and  affirmations  neceffary  for  the  iupport  of  any  government  un  .  r 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  it  is  neceffary  that  the  exercife  of 
every  kind  of  authority  under  the  faid  crown,  fhould  be  totally  fup- 
preffed,  and  all  the  powers  of  government  exerted,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  people  of  the  colonies,  for  the  prefervation  of  internal 
peace,  virtue  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their 
lives,  liberties  and  properties,  againft  the  hoftile  inyafions  and  cruel 
depredations  of  their  enemies  ;    therefore,  refolyed,  Sec. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  preamble,  with  the  resolution  paffed  the 
10th  inftant,  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  Ed- 
ward Keaiby,  100  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Salem  county,  in  New-Jerfey. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

ThuRSDAT,  May    16,    1776. 
The  following  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefsriind  read  : 
One,  of  the  1ft,  from  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada  : 
One,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  and  one,  without 
date,  from  general  Wafhington,  enclpfing  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr. 
Stringer. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Stringer  to  general  Wafh- 
ington, be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  medicine- 
thefts  : 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
JefFerfonj  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 
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Resolved,  That  the  pre  Talent  write  to  general  Wafhington,  re- 
huefting  him  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  as  foon  as  he  can  convenient- 
ly, in  order  to  confult  witli  Gongrefs  upon  fuch  meai'ures  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  the  carrying  on  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Hesolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  be  empowered  to  draw  for 
a  fum  not  exceeding  fix  thoufand  dollars,  to  pay  for  the  goods  he  it 
ordered  to  purchafe,  and  for  defraying  incidental  charges;  the  fame 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  ten  thoufand  dollars  voted  for  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Whereas  captain  Richard  Butler,  by  accepting  the  office  of  agent 
in  the  middle  department  of  Indians,  has  loft  the  opportunity  of 
being  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental  fervice  ; 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  will,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  compenfate  for 
that  difappointment  to  him,  by  lb  me  promotion  in  their  fervice. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-general  and 
brigadier-general  in  the  continental  army  ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  examined, 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  was  elected  major-general,  and, 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Efq;  brigadier-general. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  added  to  the  (landing  committee 
for  Indian  affairs. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Carfon  and  Jofeph  Donaldfon  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  the 
petitioners  50  lb.  of  powder. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  additional  battalions,  ordered  on  the 
14th  to  be  raifed  in  the  eaftern  department,  be  raifed,  one  in  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay  and  the  other  in  Connecticut  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affemblies  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  endeavour  to  have  the  battalions  en- 
lifted  for  two  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  ;  in  which 
cafe,  the  men  to  be  allowed  one  months'  pay  on  their  difcharge  ; 
but,  if  the  men  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  enlift  for  two  years,  that 
they  be  enlifted  for  one  ;  and  that  they  be  ordered,  as  foon  as  raifed 
and  armed,  to  march  immediately  to  Bofton. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafhingtort 
of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April,  and  the  cafe  of  Alexander  Rofs,  and 
the  letter  from  general  Lee,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of 
the  1 1th,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  3d.  and  that 
from  captain  Robertfon  of  the  9th,  with  other  papers,  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  iVveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

SAfuRDAr,  May  18,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington,   and  three  from 
the  comniiffioners  in  Canada,  of  the  6th,   8th  and  10th,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read. 


168  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  former  letter  from 
the  commiflioners  was  referred,  be  augmented  to  the  number  of 
eight ;  and,  that  thefe  letters  be  referred  to  them  : 

The  additional  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Rntledge,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confideration  of  gene- 
ral Lee's  letters  of  the  19th  of  April  and  7th  of  May,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Lee's  fcheme  offending  through  the  co- 
lony of  Virginia  to  purchafe  rifles,  be,  and  is,  approved: 

That,  as  the  colony  of  Virginia  is  interfered  with  many  naviga- 
ble rivers,  fix  gallies  be  built  for  the  protection  of  the  troops  in 
their  tranfportation  acrofs  the  faid  rivers,  at  the  continental  ex- 
penfe, on  as  cheap  terms  as  the  bufinefs  for  which  they  are  intended 
■will  admit  of ;  that  fuch  other  defence  of  the  rivers  and  bays,  as 
fiial!  be  reauifite  for  the  colony,  be  at  the  particular  charge  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof :  And,  that  general  Lee,  or  the  commanding 
officer  in  Virginia,  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  as  early  aspoffible,  an  ac- 
count of  the  expenfe  which  fha.ll  be  incurred  in  confequence  of  this 
refolution  : 

That  general  Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  Virginia,  be  di- 
rected to  fet  on  foot  the  raifing  of  two  companies  of  carpenters,  to 
confift  of  houfe  and  fhip  builders  : 

That  general  Lee  be  permitted  to  order  rations  and  forage  for 
fuch  volunteers  of  horfe,  not  exceeding  500,  as  (hall  think  proper 
to  attend  the  fervice  of  their  country  in  the  continental  army,  agree- 
able to  general  Lee's  requeft  and  propofal  : 

That  captain  Dohicky  Arundel's  journey,  to  Virginia,  be  at  his 
own,  not  continental  expenfe  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy-engineers  be  raifed  to  30  dollars  a 
month,  and  that  they  be  allowed  rations  for  themfelves,  and  forage 
for  their  horfes,  when  in  camp,  or  necefTarily  abfent  on  continental 
duty : 

That  a  continental  hofpital  be  eftablifhed  in  Virginia,  and  a  di- 
reftor  to  the  fame  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  fcheme  of  adding  two  fubalterns  and  forty  privates  to 
the  company  of  artillery,  be  adopted  : 

That  the  circumftances  of  affairs  in  the  middle  and  eaftern  de- 
partment will  not  admit  of  Mr.  Smith  being  fent  to  general  Lee  : 

That  Thomas  Bullet,  Efq;  the  deputy  adjutant-general  in  Virgi- 
nia, be  advanced  to  the  rank  of  colonel  : 

That  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  defign,  and  the  num- 
ber of  regiments  already  fent  into  Canada,  it  will  be  inexpedient, 
at  prefent,  to  order  any  of  the  troops,  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  or 
the  colonies  eaftward  thereof,  to  the  fouthern  department  ;  nor, 
can  Congrefs,  at  prefent,  fupply  fuch  troops  as  are  raifed  in  Virgi- 
nia, with  fire  arms  ;  but,  that  general  Lee's  application,  on  this 
fubjeft,  be  attended  to  fo  fccn  as  an  impoitation,  fufficienily  confi- 
©erable,  will  admit  of  his  being  fupplied  ;  and,  that  he  be  allured, 
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Congrefs  will  co-operate  and  aid  him  with  their  power,  to  rentier 
efFedual  his  laudable  endeavours  to  eftablifh  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  good  people  of  this  continent. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  ©f  a  director  of  the 
hofpital  in  Virginia  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Rickman  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  hofpital  in  Virginia  be  on  the  fame  eftabl'.m- 
jnent,  and  the  pay  of  the  officers  thereof,  the  fame,  as  the  hofpital 
eftablifhed  in  the  eaftern  department : 

That  two  furgeons,  one  apothecary,  fix  mates,  one  clerk,  one 
ftore-keeper,  and  a  nurfe  to  every  ten  fick,  with  labourers  occafion- 
ally,  when  neceffary,  be  allowed  to  the  hofpital  in  Virginia  : 

That  the  director  be  empowered  to  nominate  the  furgeons  and 
apothecary  : 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  furgeons,  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  mates  be  diminifhed  as  circumftances  will  admit ;  for 
which  reafon,  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  re- 
ceive pay  for  actual  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Virgi- 
nia, to  raife  a  battalion  of  riflemen,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  other 
battalions  raifed  in  that  colony  ;  to  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the 
continent,  when  armed  and  muftered. 

Resolved,  That  general  Walhington  be  directed,  if  the  fervice 
will  permit,  to  ftation  a  battalion  at  Amboy. 

A  petition  from  J  of.  Trumbull,  commiffary -.general,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  fuperinten- 
ding  the  treafury. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  of  the  arrival 
of  one  of  the  veffels  fitted  out  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent,  and 
that  Hie  has  brought  her  returns  in  cafh, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  give  orders 
for  fending  the  faid  cam,  with  all  convenient  diipatch,  to  the  com- 
miffioners  in  Canada  : 

That  the  hard  money  in  the  treafury  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  general  Schuyler. 

The  fecret  committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Langdon  ;  and,  the  fame  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fecret  cor- 
refpondence,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  marine  committee  for  the  ufe  of  one  or  more  of  the  continen- 
tal fleet  ;  and  that  they  fend  the  fame  to  the  French  Weft-India 
iilands,  in  order  to  procure,  if  poifible,  a  number  of  mufkets,  not 
exceeding  10,000. 

A  petition  from  Ignace  Labal  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  for  Indian 
affairs  in  the  middle  department,  who  are  directed  to  examine  his 
claim,  and  pay  him  out  of  the  money  put  into  their  hands,  what, 
they  (hall  judge  juftly  doe  to  hira. 
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Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  be  directed  not  to  leave  Phila- 
delphia till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  May  20,    1776. 

Lyman  Hall  and  Button  Gwinnet,  Efqrs;  two  of  the  delegates 
from  Georgia,  attended,  and  produced  their  credentials  ;  which 
were  read  as  follows  : 

"  In  Congrefs,  Savannah,  February  2,  1776.  Resolved,  That 
five  perfons  be  elected  to  reprefent  this  province  in  the  continental 
Congrefs,  for  the  term  of  nine  months.  Resolved,  That  it  be  re- 
commended, that  three  of  the  delegates  do  proceed,  with  all  poffible 
difpatch,  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  be  a  quorum :  Provided, 
neverthelefs,  that  in  cafe  three  fliall  not  attend,  by  ficknefs  or  other- 
wife,  one  or  more  of  the  delegates  being  prefent,  fliall  be  compe- 
tent to  reprefent  this  province,  notwithftandiug.  The  Conerefs 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  election  of  delegates,  when,  on  clofing 
the  poll,  it  appeared  that  Archibald  Bullock,  John  Houftoun, 
Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnet,  and  George  Walton,  Efqrs;  were 
duly  elected,  and  were  accordingly  declared  as  fit  perfons  to  repre- 
fent this  province  in  the  grand  continental  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy  :  Edward   Langworthy,  Sec'ry." 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Lee,  at  Williamiburg, 
with  three  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  reflec- 
ting the  battalions  raifed  in  that  colony  ;  alfo,  certain  refolutions 
pafied  by  the  general  affembly  of  the  laid  colony,  reflecting  the 
manner  in  which  commiffioners,  coming  from  England,  are  to  be 
received  and  treated  in  that  colony,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  refolutions  refpecting  the  battalions,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  John  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  were 
read. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  their  far- 
ther confideration  the  matter  referred  to  them  ;  but,  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration the  ftate  of  the  United  Colonies. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rutledge,  at  his  requeft,  be  difcharged  from 
ferving  on  the  marine  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Middkton  be  a 
member  of  the  laid  committee  in  his  ftead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,   May  21,    1776. 
Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

Three  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  18th,  19th,  and 
20th,  enclofing  fundry  letters  and  papery  of  intelligence  from  Eng- 
land, and  a  copy  of  the  treaties  made  by  his  Britannic  majefty 
Avith  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  for  4084  of  his  troops  ;  with  the  land- 
grave of  HefTe  Caffel,  for  12,000  of  his  troops  ;  and,  with  the 
count  of  Hanau,  for  668  of  his  troops : 

A  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  copy  of  his  weekly  ac- 
count : 

A  letter  from  John  Langdon  to  general  Wafhington  : 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Auftin,  John  Rowe,  S.  Pattridge,  Sa- 
muel Dafhwood,  and  John  Scolly,  of  Boflon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters,  and  papers  and  petition,  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  five  ;  that  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to 
extract  and  publifh  the  treaties,  and  fuch  parts  of  the  intelligences 
as  they  think  proper  ;  alfo,  to  confider  of  an  adequate  reward  for 
the  perfon  who  brought  the  intelligence  ;  and  that  they  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  foreign  mercenaries  who  are  coming  to  invade  Ame- 
rica : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
JefFerfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  refpecting  prifoners, 
which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  all  prifoners  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize, 
be  deemed  prifoners  ;  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive power,  in  each  colony  to  which  they  are  brought^  whether  the 
prize  be  taken  by  veffels  fitted  out  by  the  continent,  or  by  others  : 

That  fuch  as  are  taken,  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with 
humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  but  that,  fuch  as  are  officers,  fup- 
ply  themfelves,  and  be  allowed  to  draw  bills  to  pay  for  their  fub- 
liftence  and  clothing  : 

That  officers,  made  prifoners,  in  the  land  fervice,  be  allowed  the 
fame  indulgence  : 

That  the  officers  be  not  permitted  to  refide  in  or  near  any  fea- 
port  town,  nor  public  poft-road  ;  and,  that  the  officers  and  privates 
be  not  fufferred  to  refide  in  the  fame  places  : 

That  in  cafe  the  officers  cannot  draw  or  fell  their  bills,  the  Con- 
grefs will  allow,  for  each  of  them,  two  dollars  a-week  for  board  and 
lodgings,  to  be  repaid  by  faid  officers  before  they  are  releafed  from 
their  captivity  : 

That  no  tavern-keepers  fupply  aay  office^,  who  are  prifoners,  on 
the  credit  of  the  continent : 
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That  the  Capitulations  entered  into  with  prifoners,  at  the  time  of 
their  furreiuier,  be  punctually  obferved  : 

That  fuch  officers  as  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  be  put  on  their 
parole,  uniefs  Congrefs  fliall  otherwife  direct : 
That  the  Form  of  the  Parole  be  as  follows  : 

I ,  being  made   a  prifoner  of  war,  by  the  army  of  the 

thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North-America,  do  promife  and  en- 
gage, on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman,  to 
depart  from  hence  to ,  in  the  province  of ,  be- 
ing the  place  of  my  deftination  and  refidence,  and  there,  or  within 
fix  miles  thereof,  to  remain  during  the  prefent  war  between  Great- - 
Britain  and  the  laid  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congrefs  of  the 
faid  United  Colonies,  or  the  ailembly,  convention,  or  committee, 
or  council  of  fafety  of  the  faid  colony,  fliall  order  otherwife  ;  and, 
that  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  give  any  intelligence  what- 
soever to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  fay  anything 
in  oppofition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of  the  meafures  and  proceedings  of 
any  Congrefs  for  the  faid  colonies,  during  the  prefent  troubles,  or 
until  I  am  duly  exchanged  or  difcharged.  Given  under  my  hand, 
this                 day  of                A.  D.   1776. 

That  the  faid  parole  be  figned  by  the  officers : 
That  fuch  as   refufe   to  fubfcribe  the  parole,  be  committed   to 
prifon : 

That  David  Franks,  Efq;  agent  to  the  contractors  for  victualling 
the  troops  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  be  permitted  to  fupply  the 
prifoners  with  provifions  and  other  neceffaries,  and  to  fell  his  bills 
for  fuch  fnms  of  money  as  are  neceffary  for  that  purpofe : 

And,  to  enable  him  to  do  this  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  his  employers, 
that  a  commiffioned  officer  be  permitted,  once  a  month,  to  vifitthe 
prifoners  fo  victualled  and  fupplied,  in  order  to  count  their  num- 
bers and  certify  the  rolls  : 

That  fuch  of  the  prifoners  as  are  not  fupplied  by  Mr.  Franks,  be 
furniihed  with  provifions  not  exceeding  the  rations  allowed  to  pri- 
vates in  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

That  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  prifoners,  be  furniOi- 
ed  with  fubfiftence,  and  fupplied  with  firing  and  other  things  abfo- 
luteiy  neceffary  for  their  fupport: 

That  no  prifoners  be  enlifted  in  the  continental  army  : 
That  the  prifoners  be  permitted  to  exercife  their  trades,  and  to 
labour,  in  order  to  fupport  themfelves  and  families  : 

That  the  committees  of  inlpection  and  obfervation,  for  the  coun- 
ties, diftricts  or  towns,  affigned  for  the  refidence  of  prifoners,  be 
empowered  to  fuperintend  their  conduct  ;  and,  in  cafes  of  grofs 
mifbehaviour,  to  confine  them,  and  report  to  their  refpective  affem- 
blies,  convention,  or  committees,  or  council  of  fafety,  the  procee- 
dings had  on  fuch  occafions  : 

That  a  lift  of  the  prifoners,  in  each  colony,  be  made  out  by  the 
committees  of  the  counties,  towns,  or  diftricts  where  they  refide, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  affemblyy  convention,  or  council  or  commit- 


MAY  1776.  173 

tec  of  fafety  of  fuch  colony,  refpecYively,  who  fliall  fend  a  copy 
thereof  to  Con  ore  is  : 

That  the  laid  affemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  coun- 
cils o+*  fafety,  be  empowered  to  contract,  with  proper  perfons,  for 
the  mod  revYonable  terms  for  fupplying  fuch  of  the  prifoners,  their 
wives  and  children,  in  their  refpecYive  colony,  as  are  not  fupplied  by 
Mr.  Franks  : 

That  the  faid  affemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety,  be  authorized  and  requefted,  to  take  the  paroles  of 
the  officers,  and  to  caufe  a  Ariel  obfervance  of  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  enlarged,  and  alfo  to  take  efpecial  care,  that  none  of  thofe 
confined  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,  be  fuffered  to  efcape  ;  alfo,  to  ad- 
vance che  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  to  each  of  the  officers 
who  cannot  draw  or  fell  their  bills,  and  to  draw  for  the  fame  on  the 
prefident  of  the  Congrefs  : 

That  the  faid  affemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of 
fafety  of  the  colonies,  refpecYively,  in  which  prifoners  are  or  fliall 
ehoofe  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be  empowered  to  remove  fuch  pri- 
foners from  place  to  place,  within  the  fame  colonies,  as  often  as  to 
fuch  affemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  fafety,  it 
fliall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  former  refolutions  of  Con- 
grefs concerning  prifoners. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  general 
Lee,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  af- 
ter fome  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
the  arrival  of  general  Walhington. 

A  letter  from  Allan  M'Donald,  a  prifoner  at  Reading,  to  John 
Nixon,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafliington, 
major-general  Schuyler,  and  the  commiffioners  in  Canada,  were  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  confider  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying  into  efFeft  the  re- 
folution  of  Congrefs  for  emitting  five  millions  of  dollars,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVEDNESDJr,   May  22,    1776. 

A  petition  from  James  MwKnight  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read. 

A  report  being  made  on  the  petition  of  P.  Simons,  the  fame  was 
taken  into  confideration  :  Whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  it  appears  James  M'Knight  hath  proceeded  in 
the  fale  of  the  floop  Sally  and  her  cargo,  contrary  to  the  mode  pre- 
fcribed,  and  without  any  authority  from  Congrefs  : 

That  the  refolution  paffed  the  4th  of  April,  "  empowering  the 
committee  of  infpection  and  obfervation  of  the  county  of  Burling- 
ton, to  make  fale  of  the  floop  Sally  and  the  cargo  on  board,  and  to 
pay  one-half  of  the  net  proceeds  to  James  M'Knight  for  falvage, 
and  retain  the  other  half  for  the  owner  or  owners,"  be  fet  afide. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  marine  committee,  to 
procure  an  exact  account  of  the  number  and  weight  of  the  cannon 
lately  taken  at  Providence. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  letters 
from  general  Wafhington,  &cc.  received  the  16th  and  18th;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  inftruttions  given  to  Mr.  Price  by  major-ge- 
neral Schuyler  be  approved  :  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to 
take  any  farther  meafures  for  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada  with 
provifions,  which  his  prudence  may  fuggeft,  in  which  Congrefs  place 
the  higher!  confidence  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
fpecie,  and  directed,  as  far  as  poffible,  to  remedy  that  inconveni- 
ence, by  purchaling  fuch  necefTaries  as  can  be  obtained  in  thefe  co- 
lonies, and  to  appoint  ftore-keepers,  and  other  officers,  for  the  fale 
and  diffribution  thereof : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  have  in  view 
thefe  two  great  objects,  the  protection  and  affiftance  of  our  Cana- 
dian friends,  and  the  fecuring  fo  much  of  that  country  as  may  pre- 
vent any  communication  between  our  enemies  and  the  Indians  : 
The  means  of  effecting  thefe  purpofes  by  fortifying  proper  ports, 
building  armed  veffels  where  moil  expedient,  opening  roads  of  com- 
munication or  otherwife,  are  left  to  the  determination  of  a  council 
or  councils  of  war,  governing  themfelves  by  events  and  their  know- 
ledge of  the  country  : 

That  general  Wafhinton,  or  the  commanding-  officer  at  New- 
York,  be  directed  to  fend  from  thence  to  Ticonderoga,  fo  many 
light  cannon  as  will  be  fufficient  to  arm  the  veffels  now  in  lake 
Champlain : 

That  the  attention  of  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  to  the  reflo- 
ration  of  order  and  difcipline,  and  to  the  punifhment  of  thpfe  by 
whom  they  are  violated,  deferves  the  approbation  of  Congrefs: 

That  the  fpecie  now  in  the  treafury,  and  as  much  more  as  can 
be  procured,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars, to  be  immediately  remitted  to  the  commiffioners  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  from  thefe  colonies  in  Canada,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  public  credit : 

That  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  he  directed,  if  neceffary,  to 
appoint  proper  perlbns  to  collect  and  audit  the  public  accounts  in 
that  province  : 

That  the  commiffioners  in  Canada,  and  general  Schuyler,  be  in? 
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formed,  that  we  cannot  give  them  any  afTnrance  of  maintaining 
our  army  there  by  hard  money;  but,  that  this  ought  not  to  difcou- 
rage  our  operations,  Congrefs  being  determined  to  fend,  from  thefe 
colonies,  fupplies  of  proviiions  and  all  other  neceffaries,  if  hard  mo- 
ney cannot  be  obtained  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  beft  en- 
deavours (hall  be  ufed  to  procure  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  : 

That  fome  perfon  or  perfons  be  employed  by  the  prefident  in 
NeAV-England,  as  an  agent  or  agents,  to  procure,  if  poffible,  hard 
money,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  as  foon 
as  a  confiderable  fum  is  obtained,  the  faid  agents  be  directed  to 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  there,  and  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  the  com- 
miffioners, the  fame  to  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  pay-mafler-general: 

That  fuch  prefents  be  made  to  the  Indians  on  the  delivery  of 
the  hatchet,  as  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  think  prudent : 

That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  as  foon  as  poffible  to  general  Schuy- 
ler. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

On  fundry  certificates  exhibited  by  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  the  fum  of 
467.6  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  M'Pher- 
fon,  Efq;  and 

Captain  Dowdle's  company,  charged  with  1 3-|  dollars. 

Captain  Nelfon's  company,  charged  with  26.8 

Captain  James  Grier,  for  a  rifle,  with  9-1 

Captain  Creffap's  company,  for  rifles,  with  24.5 

Captain  Stephenfon's  company  with  8-| 

The  remainder  to  the  continent: 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  tranfporting  falt-petrc 
from  Egg-Harbour,  the  fum  of  117.4  dollars: 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  163  days  attendance  as  a  meffenger,  the 
fum  of  108.7  dollars  : 

To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  medicines  for  the  third  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, the  fum  of  27.4  dollars: 

To  Samuel  Kennedy,  furgeon  to  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, the  fum  of  14.1  dollars: 

To  Michael  Whitman,  for  provifion  furnifhed  prifoners  from  St. 
John's,  the  fum  of  £.  1:  15:  6,  Pennfylvania  currency,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel,  together  with  two- 
thirds  of  a  dollar  omitted  to  be  charged  in  a  former  account  ren- 
dered by  him,  the  whole  amounting  to  5.3  dollars: 

On  feveral  accounts  rendered  by  major  Nicholas  Haufegger,  for 
neceffaries  for  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  203.7 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  him : 

To  Chriftian  Levv,  for  a  rifle,  the  fum  of  8  dollars,  which  ought 
to  be  charged  to  captain  Nelfon  : 

To  major  Nicholas  Haufegger,  for  divers  expenfes  paid  by  him, 
the  fum  of  34.4  dollars  : 

To  John  Barnes,  for  boarding  officers,  prifoners  at  Trenton,  the 
fum  of  77.3  dollars  ;  of  which  fum, 


176  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Dr.  Nuddlefton  to  be  charged  with  24  dollars. 

Lieutenant  Namar,  24  do. 

Major  Regonville,  1 6  do. 

Lieutenant  Symes,  13.3  do. 

On  feveral  accounts  exhibited  by  Lewis  Gordon,  Efq;  for  iundry 
neceffaries  furnifhed  by  Northampton  committee  to  captain  Nelfon's 
and  captain  Craig's  companies,  the  fum  of  1310.1  dollars  ;  of  which 
there  ought  to  be  charged, 

To  captain  Craig's  company,  1205.7  dollars. 

And  to  captain  Nelfon's  company,  7.2  dollars. 

The  remainder  to  the  continent  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  appoint  an 
affiftant-clerk  to  his  fecretary,  with  the  pay  of  40  dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut,  to  be  by  them 
tranfmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  there  by  a  refolution  of  the 
16th  inftant,  the  faid  governor  and  council  to  be  accountable. 

That  an  order  for  21,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  the  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  be  by  them  tranf- 
mitted to  the  affembly  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  bat- 
talions ordered  to  be  raifed  there  by  the  refolution  above  mentioned, 
the  faid  affembly  to  be  accountable. 

That  the  pay  of  the  faid  three  battalions  commence  from  the 
time  they  are  armed  and  muftered  : 

That  an  order  for  10,500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in 
favour  of  the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  to  be  then  tranfmitted 
to  the  council  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  or- 
dered to  be  raifed  there,  by  a  refolution  of  the  14th  inftant,  the 
faid  council  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  directed  to  be  emit- 
ted in  continental  bills  of  credit,  Jliall  conlift  of  the  following  de» 
nominations : 

138,839  - 
138,889  - 
138,889  - 
138,889  - 
138,839  - 
138,889  - 
138,889  - 
138,889   - 

That  the  infpeftors  of  the  prefs  for  the  laft  emiflion,  be  direc- 
ted and  authorized,  to  perforn  that  fervice  for  the  prefent  emiflion, 
being  firft  qualified  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  paffed 
the  21ft  February  laft  : 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  fign  and  number  the  bills  of 


of   1 

dollar. 

of  2 

dollars. 

of  3 

dollars. 

of  4 

dollars. 

of  5 

dollars. 

of  6 

dollars. 

of  7 

dollars. 

of  8 

dollars. 
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credit  of  the  laft  emiffion,  be  authorized  to  fign  and  number  the 
bills  of  credit  of  five  millions  of  dollars  now  agreed  to  be  emitted, 
taking,  before  they  fliall  enter  upon  their  office,  the  oath  or  affir- 
mation prefcribed  by  the  resolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  9th  of 
March  laft  : 

That  the  plates  engraved  for  the  two  laft  emiffions,  fhall  be  ufed 
in  the  emiffion  now  directed,  and  that  the  bills  be  expreffed  in  the 
following  words  : 

Dollar 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled  dol- 

lars, or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  refolution 
of  Congrefs,  paffed  at  Philadelphia  the  9th  of  May,  1776. 

That  the  laid  bills  be  ligned  by  two  figners,  and  each  different 
denomination  numbered  from  number  one  progrenively. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  examine  and  afcertain  the  value  of 
the  feveral  fp'ecies  of  gold  and  filver  coins  current  in  thefe  colonies, 
and  the  proportions  they  ought  refpectively  to  bear  to  Spanilli  mil- 
led dollars,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thuksdat,   May  23,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
general  Wafhington,  major-general  Gates,  and  brigadier-general 
Mifflin,  upon  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  means  for  Supporting 
the  American  caufe  in  Canada  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  th: 
making  fire-arms,  be  directed  to  order  the  manager  of  the  conti- 
nental factory  of  fire-arms,  at  Lancafter,  and  the  manager  of  the 
gun-lock  factory  at  Trenton,  to  deliver  to  colonel  Shee,  or  his  or- 
der, all  the  mufkets  and  gun-locks  that  each  of  them  may  have 
ready,  in  order  to  the  more  expeditious  arming  the  continental 
battalion  under  his  command  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for 
promoting  and  encouraging  the  making  of  good  fire-arms. 

A  letter  from  Charles  Miller  to  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  commif- 
fary-general,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  F.  Lee. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  James  M'Knight 
ought  to  reftore  to  the  owners  the  money  found  on  board  the  floop 
Sally,  and  alfo  the  effects,  or  the  money  he  received  for  the  effects, 
on  board  the  faid  floop,  at  the  time  flie  was  run  on  Shore,  and  for 
the  wreck,  tackle  and  furniture  of  the  faid  floop  ;  which  effects, 
wreck,  tackle,  and  furniture,  were  fold,  or  pretended  to  be  fold, 
or  fecreted  by  him,  the  faid  James  M'Knight. 

Ordered,  That  general  Wafhington  attend  in  Congrefs  to-mor- 
row. 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fill DAr,    May  24,    1776. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Abi.  Grant  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  requefting  permiflion  to  return  to  her  hufband  and  family  in 
London,  and  to  take  on  board  neceffary  (lores  for  the  voyage  : 

Resolved,  That  her  requeft  be  granted,  and  that  the  prefident 
give  her  a  paffport  to  the  place  where  fhe  {hall  choofe  to  embark. 

The  comm'fttee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  account  and  claim  of  captain  Herman  Allen,  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Warner's  battalion,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  agreed  to  :   whereupon, 

Resolved-,  That  there  be  allowed  to  captain  Herman  Allen,  for 
fundry  difburfements  for  the  ufe  of  his  company,  the  fum  of  360 
dollars,  over  and  above  the  account  allowed  by  the  convention  of 
New- York,   amounting  to  £ .  240  :  18  :  0,   New-York   currency. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jofeph 
Trumbull,  Efq;  commiffary-general,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  and  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  feveral  perfons  under- 
mentioned, employed  in  the  comiffary-general's  department,  in  the 
continental  army,  the  wages  and  rations  annexed  to  their  names 
refpe&ively,  during  the  time  they  have  been,  and  lhall  continue,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

In  the  iffuing  (lore  at  Cambridge  : 

Charles  Miller,  iffuing  ftore-keeper,  50  dollars  per  month,  and 
4  rations  : 

Peter  Roe  Dalton,  firft  clerk,  4/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  3 

rations  : 

Ebenezer   Perry,    and?    ,     ,     .     a         „  r.    i       „    i  0  J-*: '  __  . 
r„,  „        j  '  >  clerks  in  (tore,  3/4  do.  and  2  rations  : 

1  homas  Durant,  ) 

William    Brown,    and  >    ,    ,       .  r    ,        n  r.    •,      „i  0   i 
T  r  .    „  >  clerks  at  icales,  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

Johah  Brown,  )  J 

Robert  Davis,  clerk  of  weekly  allowances,  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

Eight  labourers,  one  cooper,  and  one  cook,  each  2/8,  lawful 
money,  a-day,  and  1  ration  : 

Employed  to  iifue  to  two  brigades  : 

In  the  ftore  at  Roxbury  : 

Aaron  Blaney,  iffuing  ftore-keeper,  50  dollars  per  month,  and 
4  rations  : 

James  Richardfon,  firft  clerk,  4/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  3 
rations  : 

Two  clerks  in  ftore,  and  two  at  fcales,  each, 5/4  do.  and  2  rations  : 

Six  labourers,  one  cooper  and  one  cook,  each  2/8  do.  and  1  do. 

Employed  to  iffue  to  two  brigades  : 

On  Profpect-Hill  : 

Peter  Philips,  iffuing  ftore-keeper,  40  dollars  a-month,  and  4 
rations  : 

Griffin  Green, firft  clerk,  4/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  3  rations : 


MAY  1776.  179 

One  clerk  in  {lore,  and  one  at  fcales,  each  3/4,  lawful  money,  a- 
day,  and  2  rations  : 

One  cooper,  and  four  labourers,  each  2/8  do.  and  1  do. 

Employed  to  iffue  to  one  brigade  : 

At  Medi'ord  : 

Mofes  Emerfon,  iffuing  {lore-keeper,  40  dollars  a-month,  and  4 
rations  : 

Ifrael  Mead,  firft  clerk,  4/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  3  rations : 

One  clerk  in  flore,  and  one  at  fcales,  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

One  cooper,  and  four  labourers,  each  2/8  do.  and  1  do. 

Employed  to  iffue  to  one  brigade  : 

In  the  magazine  at  Cambridge : 

Samuel  Gray,  Reuben  Stiles,  and  Daniel  Brown,  clerks  and  ma- 
gazine keepers,  4/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  3  rations  : 

One  cooper,  2/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  1  ration  : 
In  the  magazine  at  Roxbury : 

Jabez  Porter,  and  James  Jauncey  Pendleton,  clerks  and  maga- 
zine keepers,  4/8,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and  3  rations  : 

One  cooper,  2/8  do.  and  1  do. 

Jofeph  Farnfworth,  commiffary  to  colonel  Arnold's  detachment, 
returned  from  Fort-Halifax,  £.  10,  lawful  money,  a-month,  and  3 
rations  per  day  : 

John  Thomas,  employed  conflantly  in  riding  to  collect  Mores, 
procure  teams,  Sec.  himfelf  and  horfe,  8/,  lawful  money,  a-day,  and 
3  rations  : 

William  Hofkins,  and  Eliflia  Avery,  principal  book-keepers  and 
and  payers  of  fmall  bills,  £.10,  lawful  money,  a-month  and  3  ra- 
tions per  day. 

Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  forty  dollars  a  month  be  made  to 
the  pay  of  the  commiffary-general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  excellency  general 
Wafhington,  major-general  Gates,  and  brigadier-general  Mifflin, 
brought  in  their  report  ;  which,  being  taken  into  confideration,  was 
agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  be  informed, 
that  Congrefs  are  fully  convinced  of  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  keep- 
ing poffeffion  of  that  country,  and  that  they  expect  the  forces  in 
that  department  will  conteft  every  foot  of  the  ground  with  the  ene- 
mies of  thefe  colonies  ;  and,  as  Congrefs  have  in  view  the  cutting 
off  all  communication  between  the  upper  country  and  the  enemy, 
they  judge  it  highly  neceffary  that  the  exertions  of  the  forces  be  par- 
ticularly made  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Sorrell : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada  be  directed  to  make  ex- 
act and  frequent  returns.of  men,  proviiions  and  military  {lores  in 
the  Canadian  department,  to  the  general  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  United  Colonies  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  take  care  that  the  army  in 
Canada  be  regularly  and  effectually  fupplied  with  neceffaries  : 

That  the  troops  ordered  for  Canada  be  haftened  into  that  Coun- 
try fo  foon  as  provifions  can  be  forwarded  for  their  fupport : 
Vol.  II.  A  2 
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That  the  Commanding-  officer  in  Canada  be  affured  of  the  refclu- 
tion  of  Congrefs,  to  afford  him  every  fupport,  in  his  endeavours  to 
c;u-ry    heir  views  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  ;  and  they  be  directed  farther  to  confer  with  the 
generals,  touching  the  moft  proper  polls,  and  meafures  to  be  taken 
for  effectually  preventing  the  enemy's  communication  with  the  up- 
per country  from  Canada,  and  fuch  other  meafures  as  mail  tend  to 
fecure  the  frontiers. 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Washington  attended  in  Congrefs, 
and,  after  fome  conference  with  him, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  directed  to  attend  again  to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  of  April  from  the  convention  of  North-Ca- 
rolina, with  a  lift  of  prifoners  by  them  fent  to  Pennfylvania,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letter  and  lift  be  fent  to  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  faid 
prifoners  properly  and  fafely  fecured,  and  provided  for,  agreeably  to 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  fundry  expreffes,  the  fum  of  372.3 
dollars. 

To  captain  Nathaniel  Falconer,  for  his  and  Mr.  Afhe's  expen- 
fes,  together  with  the  expenfes  of  two  fervants  going  to  New-York, 
with  money,  and  returning,  the  fum  of  98.5  dollars  : 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expenfes  of  guards,  Sec.  at  the  city-tavern, 
over  brigadier-general  Prefcot,  and  captain  Chafe,  the  fum  of  1 1 8 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Sundry  refolutions,  paffed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  May  25,    1776. 

A  letter  from  colonel  William  Wind,  dated  the  18th,  and  a  pe- 
tition from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  were  prefen- 
ted  to  Congrefs  ;  alio  a  petition  from  John  Wilcox,  and  John  and 
Peter  Chevalier,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  the 
petitioners,  John  Wilcox,  and  John  and  Peter  Chevalier,  75  lb,  of 
gun-powder. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  h?lf  a  ton  of  powder,  in  order  to  prove 
cannon,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commifTary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  provide  a  ftoGk  of  (hoes,  hats, 
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and  Clockings,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  the  continental  fervice, 
on  the  the  mod  reafonable  terms. 

A  petition  from  James  M'Knight  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  and  obfervation  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  copyoffaid  memorial  be  delivered  to  Mr.  R. 
Xvtorris,  who  defires  the  fame  in  behalf  of  the  affembly  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  65,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
fnrers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  tife  of  the 
battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Wafhington  attended,  and,  after  fome 
conference  with  him, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  his  ex- 
cellency general  Wafhington,  major-general  Gates,  and  brigadier- 
general  Mifflin,  and  to  concert  a  plan  of  military  operations  for 
the  enfuing  campaign. 

The  members  appointed,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Pi.  H.  Lee,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Read,  Mr. 
Tilghman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  whom  were  refer- 
red the  letter  from  the  convention  of  North-Carolina,  and  the  lift 
of  the  prifoners  fent  from  thence,  having  appointed  colonel  Rober- 
deau  to  wait  upon  Congrefs,  and  inform  them  that  the  prifoners  are 
arrived,  and  that  they  have  ordered  them  to-be  clofely  confined, 
and  have  appointed  an  officer's  guard  for  their  better  fecurity  ;  and 
farther,  to  enquire  what  allowance  for  fubfiftence  is  to  be  granted 
them  : 

Resolved,  That  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners,  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety,  is  approved,  and  that  they  have  the  allowance 
granted  to  other  officers  who  are  prifoners. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  11th  May,  the 
letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  3d,  and  the  letter  from  captain 
Daniel  Robertfon,  of  the  royal  Highland  emigrant  regiment,  of  the 
9th,  which  was  in  part  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Burbeck  be  difmifTed  from  the 
continental  fervice  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  prelident  of  the  convention  of 
Virginia,  requefting  that  they  -will  immediately  forward  to  Phila- 
delphia, fuch  quantity  of  lead  as  can  be  fpared  from  that  colony  : 

That  one  battalion  of  Germans  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  encreafe  the  number  of 
batteaus  to  two  hundred  : 
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That  four  of  the  prifoners  taken  at  St.  John's,  and  fug-gelled,  by 
the  letter  from  captain  Robertfon,  to  have  enlifted  in  the  continen- 
tal army,  viz. 

William  Roughead  and  Elifha  Grifler,  in  captain  Hubley's  com- 
pany ;  John  Santon,  in  captain  Brown's  company  ;  and  John  May- 
ot,  in  a  company  unknown,  be  difmiffed  the  fervice,  and  return  to 
their  corps  at  Lancafter. 

Resolved^  That  the  confideration  of  the  firft  paragraph  in  faid 
report  be  poftponed,  and  that  the  third  and  fifth  paragraphs  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals. 

A  number  of  deputies,  from  four  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians, 
having  arrived  in  town,  and  notified  Congrefsthat  they  are  defirous 
of  an  audience, 

Resolved^  That  they  be  admitted  to  an  audience  on  Monday  next, 
at  1 1  o'clock. 

Ordered^  That  notice  be  given  to  the  colonels  of  the  affociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  draw  out  their  batta- 
lions in  review,  on  Monday  morning,  as  early  as  they  can  conveni- 
ently ;  and,  that  the  Congrefs,  with  the  generals  in  town,  will  attend 
the  review  at  9  o'clock. 

Resolved)  That  the  arms,  ammunition  and  military-ftores,  taken 
by  the  armed  fchooner  Franklin,  or  any  other  of  the  armed  veffels 
in  the  pay  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  at  the  dilpofal  of  the  general, 
or  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  relblutions  of  the  convention  of 
South-Carolina,  refpecling  the  battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved)  That  the  feveral  reports  on  general  Wafhington's  let- 
ters, not  yet  confidered,  and  the  general's  letters,  which  were  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs,  be  committed  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals. 

As  two  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand, 
of  the  rifle  battalion,  was  referred,  are  abfent, 

Resolved.)  That  two  other  members  be  chofen  in  their  room : 

The  members  elected,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Charles 
Miller,  to  the  commhTary-general,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read,  and  agreed  to;  whereupon, 

Resolved)  That  the  commifTary-general  be  directed  to  order  fo 
much  of  the  provifions,  ftored  in  the  continental  magazine  in  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  to  be  delivered,  for  victualling  the  five  Ihips  of  war, 
now  building  at  Portfmouth,  Newburyport,  and  Providence,  as  the 
marine  committee  fhall  direct;  and,  to  keep  the  refidue  for  the  ufe. 
of  the  continental  army,  that  is,  or  may  be,  ftationed  in  the  eaftern 
department. 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  receive  the  amount 
of  the  pork,  beef,  and  fifh,  fupplied  the  colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bayj 
and  credit  the  fame  in  his  account  with  the  United  Colonies. 

Several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Mosday,  May  27,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  George  Morgan,  Efq;  to  Lewis  Mor- 
ris, Efq;  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  ftanding  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  de  Lucena  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  promoting 
the  manufacture  of  fulphur  and  faltpetre. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Monmouth,  in, 
the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  forward, 
with  all  convenient  difpatch,  one  ton  of  powder,  lent  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  weflern  frontier ;  of  which  800  lb.  to  be  lodged  in  Fort- 
Pitt,  600  lb.  with  the  committee  of  Weft-Augufta,  and  600  lb. 
with  the  committee  of  Weftmoreland,  to  be  ufed  only  in  cafe  that 
country  is  attacked. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Indians  were  admitted  to  an  audience. 
After  they  withdrew, 

Resolved,  That  the  ftanding  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  be  direc- 
ted to  prepare  a  fpeech,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indians,  and  to  pro- 
cure fuch  articles  as  they  judge  proper  for  a  prefent. 

The  delegates  from  North-Carolina,  and  the  delegates  from  Vir- 
ginia, laid  before  Congrefs,  certain  inftructions  which  they  received 
from  their  refpective  conventions. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  30,000  dollars  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
affeiiibly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  be  by  them  exchanged  for  filver 
and  gold,  for  the  Canada  expedition,  agreeable  to  a  former  refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  28,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Turbutt  Francis  be  defired  to  attend  at 
the  next  conference  with  the  Indians,  and  affift  in  interpreting  for 
them. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  a  mode 
■for  regulating  the  price  of  fait,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  29,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Woofter,  of  the  27th  of  April  laft,  and  a 
letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  weekly  account  from  the  19th 
to  25th  May  inclufive,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captain  Budden  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  midfhipman  Draper  be  offered  in  exchange  for 
captain  William  Budden. 

A  letter  from  Levi  Hollingfworth,  and  Thomas  Richardfon,  to 
the  Committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  dated  Newport,  21ft  in- 
ftant,  alfo  a  memorial  from  fundry  members  of  the  general  affembly 
of  Rhode-Iiland,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  : 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Jay,  introducing  a  foreigner  to  the  notice  of 
Congrefs,  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  gentleman. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

For  ferriages  of  two  brafs  field-pieces,  lent  to  Virginia,  thefum 
of  6  dollars, 'and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  James  Davidfon  : 

To  Walter  Stewart  for  his  expenfes  in  going  on  board  the  Li- 
verpool frigate,  the  fum  of  Si|  dollars  : 

To  David  Lenox,  for  his  expenfes  going  to  New-York  as  an  ef- 
cort  of  money,  the  fum  of  62|^  dollars  : 

To  William  Sheppard,  for  waggon-hire  on  two  journies  to  New- 
York,  and  on  a  journey  to  Port-Royal,  in  Virginia,  with  general 
Lee,  the  fum  of  102^-  dollars  : 

On  feveral  certificates  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guard,  the 
fum  of  37^1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  George 
Rofs,  Efq; 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage  of  gun-powder  to  the  city  of 
New- York,  the  fum  of  414  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  captain  John  Lowdon 
had  laid  before  them,  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  money  paid 
into  his  hands,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  company  of  riflemen, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  582^  dollars  : 

Tranfporting  baggage  from  Northumberland  to  Reading,  40 
dollars  : 

Amount  of  divers  articles  ordered  to  be  charged  to  captain  Low- 
don, which  now  appear  to  be  continental  charges,  50-^-  dollars  : 

Amount  of  John  Harris,  and  Elias  Younkman's  bills,  which  have 
been  twice  paid,  and  twice  charged  to  captain  Lowdon,  and  which 
ought  now  to  be  charged  to  the  committee  of  Berks,  86-|^  dollars  : 

The  whole  amounting  to  758|~i  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  captain  Lowdon  be  credited  with  the  above  fum, 
and  that  the  committee  of  Berks  county  be  charged  with  the  fum 
above-mentioned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursdat,  May  30,    1776. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  mode  of  regulating  the  price  of  fait  ;  and,  thereupon,  came  to 
the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  avaricious, 
ill-defigning  men,  have  taken  the  advantage  of  the  refolvc  of  Con- 
grefs, palled  the  30th  of  April,  for  withdrawing,  from  the  commit- 
tees of  infpection,  the  power  of  regulating  the  price  of  goods,  to 
extort  from  the  people  a  moll  exorbitant  price  for  fait  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  obfer- 
vation  and  infpection  in  the  United  Colonies,  fo  to  regulate  the  price 
of  fait,  as  to  prevent  unreafonable  exactions  on  the  part  of  the  fel- 
ler, having  due  regard  to  the  difficulty  and  rifque  of  importation  ; 
fubject,  however,  to  fuch  regulations  as  have  been,  or  {hall  hereafter 
be  made,  by  the  legislatures  of  the  refpecYive  colonies. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Woodward, 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  New-Hampfhire  grants,  was  re- 
ferred, and  who  were  directed  to  hear  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the 
faid  letter,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  conlider  of  an  ade- 
quate reward  for  the  perfon  who  brought  the  late  intelligence  from 
England,  brought  in  their  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  he  receive  his  pay,  being  a  foldier  in  captain 
Morgan's  company  of  riflemen,  to  be  continued  from  the  time  of 
his  captivity  until  the  15th  day  of  June  next,  and  a  gratuity  of  one 
hundred  dollars. 

A  petition  from  captain  Herman  Allen  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read. 

Resolved,  That  fix  of  the  heavieft  cannon  at  Newport,  and  four- 
teen of  the  heavieft  cannon  at  New-London,  belonging  to  the  con- 
tinent, be  transported  to  Philadelphia  as  foon  as  poffible  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  relblution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connecticut. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  confer  with  his  excellency  general  Walhington, 
major-general  Gates,  and  brigadier-general  Mifflin  ;  and,  after 
fome  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  ; 
and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  takeninto  con- 
fideration the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  refolu- 
tion  thereon  ;  but,  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole, 
defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved)  That  the  general  be  authorized  to  direct  the  building 
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as  man}-  five-rafts,  row-gallies,  armed  boats,  and  floating-batteries 
as  may  be  neceffary,  and  fuitable  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
port  of  New-York,  and  Hudfon's  river. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
ielf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  31,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  enclofmg  the 
proceedings  of  two  courts  martial  on  John  Hazard,  commander  of 
the  floop  Providence,  and  Abraham  Whipple,  commander  of  the 
Columbus,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  inftruc- 
tions  given  to  commodore  Hopkins. 

A  letter  of  the  2 1ft  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  pay-mafler- 
general ;  and  a  petition  from  Hugh  King,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and 
others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  to  enable  him  to 
pay  for  tents,  entrenching  tools,  and  fundry  other  articles,  which 
he,  asquarter-mafler-general,  has  bought  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continental  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  John  Connolly,  John  Smith,  and  Allan  Came- 
ron, three  of  the  prifoners  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  who 
are  reprefented  to  be  in  a  dangerous  ftate  of  health,  be  permitted, 
for  the  recovery  of  their  health,  to  walk  two  hours  in  the  day  in 
the  yard  of  the  prifon,  in  company  with,  or  under  the  infpe&ion  of 
at  leaft  two  of  the  guards. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  conhderation  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  conference  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  taken  into  their  further  conhderation  the  matters  to  them  re- 
referred,  but,  not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con> 
hderation  the  reports  of  the  commmittee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfvRDAT,  June  1,  1776. 
Letters  from  the  committees  of  Hartford  and  Northampton,  ia 
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Connecticut,  refpeeYing  prifoners,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  of  May  from  governor  Trumbull  was  alfo 
read  ;  and  a  letter  from  colonel  J.  Read,  informing,  that,  upon  his 
arrival  at  New-York,  finding  a  gentleman  of  character  and  abilities 
performing  the  fervices  of  fecretary,  with  fatisfactioii,  to  the  gene- 
ral, he  was  induced  to  requeft,  and  has  obtained,  the  general's  leave 
to  refign  that  office. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 
fider  of  a  proper  prefent  for  the  Indians,  brought  in  their  report  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  purchafe  goods  for  a  prefent  to  the  Indians,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  42  6|^-  dollars. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration,  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  further  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred, 
and  come  to  fome  refolutions,  which  they  defired  him  to  report ;  but, 
not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  directed  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  was  read ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  fix  thoufand  militia  be  employed  to  reinforce 
the  army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  that 
province  ;  to  make  up  which  number, 

Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  be  requefted 
to  fupply,  of  the  militia  3000      -     4  battalions. 

Connecticut,  of  their  militia  1500     -     2   battalions. 

New-Hampfhire,  of  their  militia     750     -      1   battalion. 
New-York,  of  their  militia  750      -      1    battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  post- 
poned till  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further 
confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Anthony  Fricker,  for  boarding  the  Scots  hoftages  from  the 
22d  of  March  to  the  4th  of  June  inftant,  24  6|f  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Patterfon,  for  waggon-hire  and  dining  the  prifoners 
brought  from  North-Carolina,  the  fum  of  7-|£  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  Efq; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 
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Mondat,  June  3,   1776. 

Sundry  letters,  received  by  general  Wafhington,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved.,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  for  1066-| 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  in  advance,  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  fhoes,  to  be  fent  to  Williamftmrgh,  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinental army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration,  the  reports  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefi- 
dent  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred, 
and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereon,  which  they  have  di- 
rected him  to  report ;  but,  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 
fired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  being 
read,  was  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  13,800  militia  be  employed  to  reinforce  the 
army  at  New-York  ;  to  complete  which  number, 

Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  be  requeued 
to  furnifh,  of  their  militia  2000 

Connecticut,  of  their  militia  5500 

New-York,  of  their  militia  3000 

Ntw-Jerfey,  of  their  militia  3300 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  the  eleven  bat- 
talions, raifed  and  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  protection  of  the  four 
New-England  colonies,  are  fufficient. 

Resolved,  That  a  flying-camp  be  immediately  eftablifhed  in  the 
middle  colonies  ;  and,  that  it  confift  of  10,000  men  ;  to  complete 
which  number, 

Resolved,  That  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  fur- 
nifh,  of  their  militia  6000 

Maryland,  of  their  militia  3400 

Delaware  government,  of  their  militia         600 

Resolved,  That  the  militias  be  engaged  to  the  firft  day  of  De- 
cember next,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  militias  commence  from  the  day  of  their 
marching  from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  penny  a  mile, 
lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations  for  travelling  expenfes,  and  one 
day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles,  between  home  and  the  general 
rendezvous,  going  and  returning  : 

That  three  major-generals,  and  two  brigadier-generals  be  added 
to  the  continental  eftablifhment  of  general  officers,  and  that  the 
vacancies  in  the  offices  of  adjutant-general,  and  quarter-mafter- 
general,  be  filled  up  : 
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That  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
the  governor  and  aflembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  the  con- 
ventions of  New-York  and  New-Terfey,  and  the  feveral  conven- 
tions of  fuch  other  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  which  there  are  any 
lead-mines,  be  requefted  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  with  all  conveni- 
ent difpatch,  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  lead-mines  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  colonies,  and  ufe  the  moft  fpeedy  means  to  procure  their 
being  wrought  to  efFe£t: 

That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conventions, 
and  committees  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the 
moft  effectual  means  of  removing  the  ftock,  grain,  and  meal,  from 
fuch  parts  of  their  refpective  colonies,  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  im- 
minent danger  of  being  invaded  by  the  enemy  : 

That  two  provincial  brigadier-generals  be  employed  in  the  Ca- 
nada department ;  one  from  Maffachufctts-Bay,  and  one  from  Con- 
necticut : 

That  four  provincial  brigadier-generals  be  employed  in  the  New- 
York  department  ;  one  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  one  from  Con- 
necticut, one  from  New- York,  and  one  from  New-Jerfey  : 

That  three  provincial  brigadier-generals  be  employed  for  the 
flying-camp  ;  two  from  Pennfylvania,  and  one  from  Maryland  : 

That  the  faid  brigadier-generals  be  appointed  by  the  reipecYive 
colonies  above-mentioned  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  to  form  and  fix  fuch 
magazines  of  proviiions  and  military  {tores,  as  he  may  judge  necef- 
fary. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  electing  the  three  ma- 
jor-generals and  the  two  brigadier-generals,  and  for  filling  up  the 
vacancies  in  the  offices  of  adjutant-general,  and  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  export 
produce  of  thefe  colonies  to  the  foreign  "Weft-ladies,  fufficient  to 
pay  for  ten  thoufand  ftand  of  arms,  ordered  to  be  procured  from 
thence  by  the  committee  of  fecret  correspondence. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confe- 
deration the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveraT  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  4,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Swift,  jun.  being  in  full  of  a  draught  the 
10th  May,  in  his  favour  by  B.  Franklin,  S.  Chafe,  and  Charles  Car- 
roll, of  Carrollton,  commiffioners  in  Canada,  for  value  by  them  re- 
ceived there,  and  employed  in  the  public  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  the  colonies,  requefted  to  fupply  or  furnidi  militia  by  the 
refolutions  of  yefterday,  to  take  particular  care  that  the  militias 
come  provided  with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp-kettles. 
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A  letter  of  the  3d  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  let-r 
ters  received  the  21ft  of  May  laft  were  committed. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  from  John  Macpherfon,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  M'Kean, 
who  are  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Macpherfon. 

A.  petition  from  colonel  Turbutt  Francis,  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr,  W.  Li- 
vingfton,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Lynch,  and 
Mr.  Braxton. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  the 
mufkets  lately  imported,  to  col.  Shee,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Herman  Allen  have  leave  to  withdraw 
the  petition  by  him  delivered,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New-Hampfliire  grants,  he  reprefentmg  that  he  has  left  at  home 
fome  papers  and  vouchers  neceffary  tofupportthe  allegations  there- 
in contained. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  em- 
powered to  negociate  with  captain  Bellew,  on  the  beft  terms  they 
can,  for  an  exchange  of  the  prifoners  on  board  the  Liverpool  ;  pro- 
vided always,  that  this  fhall  not  be  conftvued  fo  as  to  enable  them 
to  deliver  up  lieutenant  Bogar  and  lieutenant  Ball  in  the  exchange. 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  Avhole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  reports  of  the 
committee  of  conference  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  taken  into  their  farther  confideration  the  matters 
to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fome  farther  refolutions  there- 
on, but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  dire&ed  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confi- 
deration the  reports  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  June  5,   1776. 
A  letter  of  the  2d  from  major-general  Putnam,  with  fundry  let- 
ters and  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 
Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifon-? 

crss 
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A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Greenwich,  in  Cumberland  coun- 
ty, in  New-Jerfey,  dated  the  3d,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
informing,  that  the  floop  Betfey  and  Ann,  B.  T.  mafter,  was  ar- 
rived there  from  Bermudas,  with  1700  bufhels  of  fait,  and  two  pun- 
cheons of  rum,  which  he  is  delirous  of  exchanging  for  provilions, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  are  in  extreme  want  of;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  mafter  be  allowed  to  exchange  his  cargo 
for  provilions,  and  to  export  the  fame,  under  the  infpeftion  and  di- 
rection of  the  committee  of  Greenwich,  who  are  defired  to  take  an 
oath,  or  fuch  other  fecurity  as  they  think  proper,  of  the  faid  mafter, 
that  he  will  carry  the  fame  to  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  and  will  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  avoid  all  Englifh  men  of  war  and  cutters. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  with  perfons  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
or  fupplying  them  with  provilions : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  commiffaries-general,  deputy  quarter- 
mafters-general,  deputy  adjutants-general,  and  deputy  mufter-maf-- 
ters-general,  make  regular  returns  and  reports  to  Congrefs,  and  to 
the  refpetftive  officers  to  whom  they  are  deputies,  at  leaft  once  a- 
month,  and  that  the  principals  alfo  make  returns  to  Congrefs  at  the 
fame  periods. 

That  the  pay-mafter-general,  and  the  deputy  pay-mafters-general, 
make  monthly  returns  to  Congrefs  of  their  expenditures,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  military  chefts  in  their  feveral  departments: 

That  the  flying-camp  be  tinder  the  command  of  fuch  continental 
general  officers  as  the  commander  in  chief  fhall  direct: 

Thatexpreffes  be  eftablifhed  betweenthe  feveral  continental  pofts : 

That  the  militia,  when  in  fervice,  be  regularly  paid  and  victualled 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  continental  troops : 

That  the  aids-de-camp  of  the  commander  in  chief  rank  as  lieu- 
tenant-colonels : 

That  the  aids-de-camp  of  major-generals  rank  as  majors: 

That  Robert  Hanfon  Harrifon,  Efq;  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  continental  army : 

That  the  affiftant  quarter-mafters  be  allowed  captain's  pay: 

That  the  pay  of  the  regimental  furgeons  be  augmented  to  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  a  month. 

Resolved,  Thi.t  a  committee,  to  confift  of  one  member  from  each 
colony,  be  appointed  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  of  eftablifhing 
expreffes  between  the  feveral  continental  pofts  : 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Air.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
Wolcott,  Mr.  LeAvis,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Rod- 
ney, Mr,  Rogers,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lynch,  jun.  and 
Mr.  Gwinnet. 
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Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant-general, 
and  quarter-mafter-general,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  thole  offices  ; 
■when,  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Jofeph  Reed,  Efq;  was  elected  adjutant-general,  and 

Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  was  elected  quarter-mafter-general. 

Resolved,  That  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq;  have  the  pay  of  125  dollars 
a-month,  and  the  rank  of  a  colonel : 

That  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  have  the  pay  of  80  dollars  a  month, 
and  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  major-generals  be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  no  perfon  lhall  be  appointed  to  any  place  of  pro- 
fit, unlefs  the  perfon  be  appointed  fhall  have  a  majority  of  the 
voices  of  the  colonies  reprefented  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  brigadier-generals, 
when,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
elected: 

John  Whitecombe,  Efq; 

Hugh  Mercer,  Efq; 

The  order  of  the  day,  and  the  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred, 
being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  6,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  major-general  Schuyler,  of  the  31ft  May  and  1ft  June  : 

One  from  the  commiffioners  in  Canada,  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
May: 

Three  from  general  Thomas,  of  which  two  to  the  commiffioners 
of  the  15th  and  20th  May,  and  one  to  general  Woofter  of  the  27th 
of  the  fame  month  : 

Three  from  brigadier-general  Arnold,  of  the  17th,  25th  and  27th 
of  May,  to  the  commiffioners  in  Canada,  enclofing  a  cartel  entered 
into  between  him  and  captain  Fofter  for  exchange  of  prifoners : 

One  from  brigadier-general  Thompfon,  of  the  25th  of  faid  month, 
to  the  commiffioners. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  commiffioners  be 
lent  to  general  Waftnngton  : 

That  brigadier-general  Woofter  be  directed  immediately  to  repair 
to  head-quarters  at  New- York: 

That  the  letters,  received  and  read,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Seargeant, 
Mr.  F.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gwinnet. 

The  draught  of  a  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indians,  being  read, 
was  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  delivery  of  it  be  deferred  for  fome  days. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  William  Weft,  for  expenfes  in  conducting  money  to 
Williamfburgh,  horfe-hire,  &c.  included,  the  fum  of  219|£  dollars: 
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To  Melchior  Meng,  for  twenty-one  days  hire  of  his  waggon  and 
horfes  carrying  money  to  Virginia,  the  fum  of  42  dollars: 

To  Benjamin  Towne,  the  fum  of  26-|£  dollars  for  cartouch-boxes, 
being  fo  much  paid  him  lefs  than  the  price  contracted  for": 

To  Robert  Porter,  for  accoutrements  for  colonel  Hartley's  regi- 
ment, the  fum  of  1 8|-§  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  char- 
ged to  the  faid  regiment : 

To  John  Kuntz,  the  fum  of  2115.  dollars,  of  which  fum  there  is 
due,  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guards,  the  fum  of  10|^-  dollars, 
and  for  expreffes,  the  fum  of  10-^  dollars: 

To  Michael  Staddleman,  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guard, 
the  fum  of  llff  dollars: 

To  Benjamin  Smith,  for  board  and  accommodations  for  prifoners  at 
Trenton,  the  fum  of  3  1^-  dollars,  which  became  due  before  the  re- 
gulation of  Congrefs,  determining  the  price  of  their  board,  took 
place  : 

For  expenfes  in  apprehending  Henry  Edwin  Stanhope  and  George 
Gregory,  who  broke  their  parole  and  ran  away  from  Northampton, 
in  Connecticut,  the  fum  of  47-||-  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Stanhope  and  Gregory  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  fundry  gentlemen 
for  captains  andfubaltern-officers  for  the  fhips  building  or  built  for 
the  continent  : 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Thompfon  be  appointed  captain  of  the 
frigate  built  in  New-Hampfhire  : 

j  o  m      op  -  /  ^  thofe  buildine-  in  Rhode-Illand  : 

Samuel  1  omkins       3  ° 

Chriftopher  Miller  for  one  of  thofe  building  at  New-York  : 
Nicholas  Biddle       ""J 

?L,  r7  j  >  for  thofe  building  in  Philadelphia  : 

Thomas  Read  C  or 

Charles  Alexander  J 

James  Nicholfon  for  that  building  in  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  thirteen  frigates  be,  the  Con- 
grefs, Randolph,  Hancock,  Wafhington,  Trumbull,  Raleigh,  Ef- 
fingham, Montgomery,  Warren,  Bofton,  Virginia,  Providence,  2nd 
Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  Ifrael  Turner  be  firft-lieutenant ;  Jofeph  Doble, 
fecond-lieutenant ;  Mark  Dennet,  third-lieutenant,  of  captain  Man- 
ly's  fhip. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  affix  the 
names  to  each  particular  fhip,  and  determine  the  veffel  which 
each  captain  is  to  take  command  of  : 

That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  and  directed  to  confi- 
der  the  propriety  of  building  two  more  fhips  of  war,  and  their  lize, 
and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  devife  ways  and  means  for  railing  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
voted  the  6th  of  May : 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  R.  Livingflon,  and  Mr* 
Tilghman. 

Resolved,  That  Dodtor  Jonathan  Potts  be  employed  as  a  phyfi- 
cian  and  furgeon  in  the  Canada  department,  or  at  Lake-George,  as 
the  general  mall  direct  ;  but,  that  this  appointment  fhall  not  fuper- 
cede  Dr.  Stringer. 

Resolved,  That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  Hugh  Mercer,  Efq;  who 
was  yeflerday  appointed  a  brigadier-general,  with  his  commiffion, 
and  that  he  be  defired  immediately  to  repair  to  head-quarters,  at 
New-York. 

A  memorial  of  Jacob  Ummenfetter  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
tract for  the  calling  of  cannon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  7,  1776. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Efeck 
Hopkins,  commodore  of  the  continental  fleet,  dated  Providence, 
May  22d,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  being  taken  into  confide- 
ration,  was  agreed  to  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Walker,  of  New-Providence,  be 
paid  the  value  of  the  floop  Endeavour,  as  alfo  of  four  tons  of  lig- 
num-vitje,  and  one  hundred  cedar  polls,  taken  by  the  faid  commo- 
dore, for  the  ufe  of  the  colonies,  and  the  damages  the  faid  Walker 
has  fuflained  by  the  taking  and  detention  of  the  faid  veffel,  lig- 
num-vitx  and  polls  ;  the  faid  Walker  giving  a  full  acquittance  for 
the  faid  vefTel,  goods  and  damages. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  be  re- 
quelled  to  appoint  judicious  and  difinterelled  perfons  to  appraife  the 
veffel  and  goods  aforefaid,  at  the  time  when  they  were  taken,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  and  to  eflimate  the  full  damages  fuflain- 
ed by  the  faid  Walker,  and  report  to  this  Congrefs  forthwith,  that 
the  faid  Walker  may  be  indemnified  by  this  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Walker  have  his  election  to  receive  his 
veffel  again,  and  the  hire  of  her,  and  his  damages,  or  the  value  of 
her  to  be  afcertained  as  aforefaid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  refpecling  the 
battalions  railed  in  that  colony  ;  and,  after  feme  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  complaint  is  made  with  refpect  to 
the  powder  manufactured  at  Ofwald  Eve's  mill  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingflon 
be  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  defect,  and  take  meafures  to  have 
it  remedied. 

Certain  refolutions  refpecling  independency  being  moved  and  fe- 
eonded, 
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Resolved,  That  the  conficleration  of  them  be  referred  till  to-mor- 
row morning  ;  and,  that  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend  punctu- 
ally at  10  o'clock,  in  order  to  take  the  fame  into  their  confederation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confederation  of  the 
attempt  made  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  Congrefs, 
brought  in  their  report: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  confederation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  June  8,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  refolutions  reflecting  independency  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ; 
and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  taken  into  confedera- 
tion the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  any  refolu- 
tion  thereon,  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again  on  Monday. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  at  10  o'clock, 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  far- 
ther confederation  the  refolutions  referred  to  them. 

A  petition  of  John  Bayard,  Jofeph  Deane,  and  William  Erfkine, 
being  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  the  pe- 
titioners 5  50  lb.  of  powder,  and  400  lb.  of  fwivel  and  grape-fhot, 
for  the  ufe  of  their  privateer  Hancock,  and  alfo  750  lb.  of  powder 
before  applied  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being-  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  June  10,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  together 
with  copies  of  twenty-one  letters  and  papers  from  general  Schuyler 
and  others : 

One  from  the  commiflioneis  in  Canada,  of  the  17th  of  May ;  and 

One  from  captain  Herman  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  6th,  to  confider  fundry  letters  that  day  read. 

A  letter  from  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  expreffing  his  grateful 
thanks  to  Congrefs  for  appointing  him  to  the  ofiice  of  quarter-m af- 
ter-general ;  and  a  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York  of  the 
7th,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  continental  troops,  in  the  middle 
department,  be  henceforth  the  fame  as  that  of  the  troops  in  the 
eafteni. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  the  eaftern  department. 
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Agreeable  to  order,  the  Gongrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  conlideration  the  refolu- 
tions  to  them  referred ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  pre- 
fident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
and  have  come  to  a  refolution  thereon,  which  they  directed  him  to 
report. 

The  refolution  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  be- 
ing read, 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  firft  refolution  be  post- 
poned to  Monday,  the  firft  day  of  July  next ;  and,  in  the  mean 
while,  that  no  time  be  loft,  in  cafe  the  Congrefs  agree  thereto,  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  the  effect  of 
the  faid  firft  refolution,  which  is  in  thefe  words :  "That  thefe  United 
"  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent 
"  ftates  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifh 
"  crown  ;  and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the 
"  ftate  of  Great-Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  diffolved." 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  June   11,    1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  9th  and  10th,  from  general  Wafhington, 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  6th. 

A  letter  from  H.  E.  Stanhope,  of  the  1 1th,  and  one  from  E. 
Webb,  of  the  12th  of  May,  both  dated  from  Northampton  gaol  ; 
alio,  one  from  Mrs.  Connolly,  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifbners. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
a  compenfation  to  the  fecretary  for  his  fervices  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  paid 
the  Indian  interpreter  for  his  fervices,  and  to  defray  his  expenfes. 

The  prefent  for  the  Indians  being  provided,  they  were  called  in, 
and  the  fpeech  agreed  to,  was  delivered  as  follows : 

"  Brothers,  We  hope  the  friendfhip  that  is  between  you  and  us 
will  be  firm,  and  continue  as  long  as  the  fun  fhall  fhine,  and  the 
waters  run,  that  we  and  you  may  be  as  one  people,  and  have  but 
one  heart,  and  be  kind  to  one  another  as  brethren. 

Brothers,  The  king  of  Great-Britain,  hearkening  to  the  evil 
council  of  fome  of  his  foolifh  young  men,  is  angry  with  us,  be  j 
caufe  we  will  not  let  him  take  away  from  us  our  land,  and  all  that 
we  have,  and  give  it  to  them,  and  becaufe  we  will  not  do  every 
thing  that  he  bids  us  ;  and  hath  hindered  his  people  from  bringing 
goods  to  us  j  but,  we  have  made  provifion  for  getting  fuch  a  quanti- 
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ty  of  them,  that  we  hope  we  fhall  be  able  to  fupply  your  wants  as 
formerly. 

Brothers,  We  fhall  order  all  our  Avarriors  and  young  men  not  to 
hurt  you  or  any  of  your  kindred,  and  we  hope  you  will  not  fuffer 
any  of  your  young  men  to  join  with  our  enemies,  or  to  do  any  wrong 
to  us,  that  nothing  may  happen  to  make  any  quarrel  between  us. 

Brothers,  We  defire  you  to  accept  a  few  neceffaries,  which  we 
prefent  you  with,  as  tokens  of  our  good-will  towards  you." 

The  prefents  being  delivered,  the  Indian  chief  begged  leave  to 
give  a  name  to  the  prefident ;  the  fame  being  granted,  an  Ononda- 
go  chief  arofe,  and  faluted  the  prefident  by  the  name  of  Karan- 
duaan,  or  the  Great  Tree,  by  which  name  he  informed  him  the 
prefident  will  be  known  among  the  Six  Nations. 

After  which  the  Indians  took  their  leave  and  withdrew. 

A  letter  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan,  dated  at  St.  •  John's, 
June  1,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Shee  and  colonel  Magaw,  be  ordered 
immediately  to  march  with  their  regiments  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  lend  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  four  tons  of  powder. 

Resolved,  That  letters  be  fent,  by  exprefs,  to  the  feveral  colo- 
nies who  are  to  furnifh  militia  for  the  defence  of  New- York,  ac- 
quainting them  of  the  neceffity  of  forwarding  the  fupplies  with  all 
poffible  difpatch. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  for  preparing  the  declaration, 
confift  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digeft 
the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colo- 
nies : 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to 
be  propofed  to  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  two  of  the  commif- 
iloners,  being  arrived  from  Canada,  attended,  and  gave  an  account 
of  their  proceedings,  and  the  (late  of  the  army  in  that  country. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  June   12,    1776. 

Colonel  Roberdeau,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  privateers 
which  have  taken  fome  prizes,  on  board  of  which  was  a  quantity 
of  dollars  to  the  amount  of  22,000,  having  tendered  to  Congrefs 
the  moiety  belonging  to  them,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of 
credit, 

Resolved,  That  their  offer  be  accepted,  and  that  application  be 
made  to  the  agent  for  the  men,  for  the  moiety  belonging  to  them, 
and  that  continental  money  be  given  them  in  lieu  thereof. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  pay-maher-gene- 
ral  for  the  eaftern  department,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 


193  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Ebenezer  Hancock  was  elected  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  150,000  dollars  be  Pent  to  Mr.  E. 
Hancock,  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  in  the  eaftern  department. 

The  committee,  to  whom  colonel  Hand's  letter,  of  the  3d  of 
May  laft,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafliington  be  directed  to  order  the 
rifles  of  fuch  men  belonging  to  the  rifle  regiment  as  will  not  re- 
enlift,  to  be  purchafed,  and  that  the  general  order  the  payment  out 
of  the  military  cheft  : 

That  the  rifle  regiment  be  allowed  a  drummer  and  fifer  to  each 
company  : 

That  9000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hand,  to  purchafe  an 
uniform  for  the  rifle  regiment,  the  faid  fum  to  be  flopped  out  of 
the  pay  of  the  faid  regiment. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Grier,  who  is  returned  from  Virginia 
with  his  detachment,  and  a  number  of  recruits,  be  directed  to  join 
the  battalions  on  their  march  to  New-York,  and  that  Mr.  C. 
Wharton  be  directed  to  fupply  them  with  rations. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  Magaw,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  the  191  mufkets  fent 
up  by  captain  Barry. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  and  digeft  the  form  of 
a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colonies,  conlift 
of  a  member  from  each  colony  : 

The  members  appointed,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Dickinfon, 
Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Hewes:  Mr.  E.  Rut- 
ledge,  and  Mr.  Gwinnet. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to 
be  propofed  to  foreign  powers,  confift  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
a  war-office  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  Congrefs  be  appointed  by  the 
name  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  confift  of  five  members. 

That  a  fecretary,  and  one  or  more  clerks,  be  appointed  by  Con- 
grefs, with  competent  falaries,  to  affift  the  faid  board  in  executing 
the  bufmefs  of  their  department : 

That  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  faid  board,  to  obtain  and  keep 
an  alphabetical  and  accurate  regifter  of  the  names  of  all  officers  of 
the  land-forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  with  their 
rank  and  the  dates  of  their  refpective  commiffions ;  and  alfo  regu- 
lar accounts  of  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  troops  in  the  refpec- 
tive colonies ;  for  which  purpofe,  the  generals  and  officers  command- 
ing in  the  different  departments  and  pofts,  are  to  caufe  regular  re- 
turns to  be  made,  in  the  faid  war-office : 
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That  they  (hall  obtain  and  keep  exac~l  accounts  of  all  the  artil- 
lery, arms,  ammunition  and  war-like  ftores,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  and  of  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  places  where,  the 
fame  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  be  lodged  and  employed;  and  that 
they  fhall  have  the  immediate  care  of  all  Inch  artillery,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  war-like  ftores,  as  fliall  not  be  employed  in  actual 
fervice  ;  for  preferving  whereof,  they  fliall  have  power  to  hire  proper 
magazines  at  the  public  expenfe  : 

That  they  fliall  have  the  care  of  forwarding  all  difpatches  from 
Congrefs  to  the  colonies  and  armies,  and  all  monies  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  for  the  public  fervice  by  order  of  Congrefs ;  and  of  providing  fui- 
table  efcorts  and  guards  for  the  fafe-conveyance  of  fuch  difpatches 
and  monies,  when  it  fliall  appear  to  them  to  be  necefTary: 

That  they  fhall  fuperintend  the  railing,  fitting  out,  and  difpatch- 
ing  all  fuch  land-forces  as  may  be  ordered  for  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies  : 

That  they  fhall  have  the  care  and  direction  of  all  prifoners  of  war, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  Congrefs  : 

That  they  fhall  keep  and  preferve,  in  the  faid  office,  in  regular  or- 
der, all  original  letters  and  papers,  which  fliall  come  into  the  faid 
office  by  order  of  Congrefs,  or  otherwife,  and  fhall  alfo  caufe  all 
draughts  of  letters  and  difpatches  to  be  made  or  tranferibed  in 
books  to  be  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  and  fhall  caufe  fair  entries, 
in  like  manner,  to  be  made,  and  regifters  preferved,  of  all  other  bu- 
,linefs  which  fhall  be  tranfacted  in  the  faid  office  : 

That  before  the  fecretary,  or  any  clerk  of  the  war-office  fhall  en- 
ter on  his  office,  they  fhall  refpec/tively  take  and  fubferibe  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  a  certificate  whereof  fhall  be  filed  in  the  faid  office: 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly, 
divulge  any  matter  or  thing,  which  fhall  come  to  my  knowledge, 
as  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  (or  clerk  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordinance)  eftablifhed  by  Congrefs,  without  the 
leave  of  the  faid  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  and  that  I  will  faith- 
fully execute  my  faid  office,  according  to  the  belt  of  my  fkill  and 
judgment.     So  help  me  God." 

That  the  faid  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  hire  fuitable  apart- 
ments, and  provide  books,  papers,  and  other  necefTaries,  at  the  con- 
tinental expenfe,  for  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  office. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  feveral  letters  from  the  commiffion- 
ers  in  Canada,  and  major-general  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  enclo- 
fed  therein,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

The  commiffioners  to  Canada  alio  brought  in  a  report  in  writing", 
which  wras  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  two  reports  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  reports  to  them  referred;  and,  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  fome  progrefsin  the 
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matters  referred  to  them  ;  but,  not  having  finifhed,  directed  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved..,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confider- 
ation  the  reports  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday  June   13,    1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M'Kean,  dated  2  o'clock  this  morning,  and  a 
letter  from  the  committee  of  Lewis-town  of  the  1 1th,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  one 
ton  of  gun-powder,  and  a  proportion  able  quantity  of  lead,  if  to  be  got, 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  counties  on  Delaware,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  militia  in  that  government: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afTembly  of  Pennfylvania  imme- 
diately to  order  a  battalion  of  the  provincial  riflemen  to  march  to 
the  affiltance  of  the  militia  in  Delaware  government : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afTembly,  or  committee  of  fafety 
of  Delaware  government,  to  caufe  all  the  difaffedted,  in  their  colony, 
to  be  difarmed,  and  the  arms  to  be  difpofed  of  agreeable  to  a  former 
refolution  of  Congrefs : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  rifle  battalion  of  aflbciators 
in  this  city,  be  requeued  to  order  a  company  of  the  faid  battalion 
to  efcort  the  powder  fent  to  the  Delaware  government,  until  they 
fhall  reach  the  provincial  battalion  of  riflemen,  ordered  to  march  to 
the  ailiftance  of  the  Delaware  militia. 

A  letter  from  James  M'Lene,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Shippenfburg,  encloiing  certain  resolutions  refpeAing  fome  powder 
they  have  ftopped,  which  was  fent  by  Mr.  L.  Morris  to  George 
Morgan,  Efq;  at  Pittsburgh,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Resohed,  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the 
committee,  that  the  powder  was  fent  to  G.  Morgan,  Efq;  by  or- 
der of  Congrefs,  and  requeft  them  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  have 
the  fame  forwarded,  with  all  fafety  and  difpatch,  to  Mr.  Morgan, 
at  Pittfburgh. 

A  letter  of  the  1 1th  from  the  convention  of  New- York  was  alfo 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  6th. 

Resohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  ftop  the  ex- 
portation of  any  falted  provifions,  which  they  may  have  ordered  to 
be  made  from  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  100  lb. 
of  powder  to  the  order  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for 
the  cafting  of  cannon. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  captain  James  Grier,  he  to  be  accountable  for 
the  fame,  and  to  render  an  account  thereof  to  the  pay-mafter-ge- 
neral,  upon  his  arrival  at  New-York. 

Resohed,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordinance,  be  at  the  rate  of  800  dollars  a-year. 
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Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to 
form  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  the  following  members  were 
chofen  : 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Wilton,  and 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge  : 

Richard  Peters,  Efq;  was  elected  fecretary  of  the  faid  board. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Doctor 
Benjamin  Allifon,  as  furgeon  to  the  firll  Pennfylvania  battalion 
now  in  Canada, 

George  Tudor  to  be  captain  of  the  company  lately  commanded 
by  Walter  Stewart,'in  the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion, 

Mi-.  John  Duguid,  as  a  firll-lieutenant  in  the  faid  third  battalion, 

Mr.  Herman  Stout,  as  a  fecond-lieutenant  in  the  faid  battalion, 

And  Mr.  Andrew  Graydon,  as  an  enfign  in  the  faid  battalion  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  to  them  referred, 
and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  fome 
farther  progrefs  in  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration the  reports  to  them  referred. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that  complaints  are  made  againft 
commodore  E.  Hopkins,  captain  Saltonftal,  and  captain  Whipple, 
for  breach  of  orders  and  other  mal-prac~tices  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  inform  com- 
modore E.  Hopkins,  captain  Saltonftal,  and  captain  Whipple,  of 
the  complaints  lodged  againft  them,  and  order  them  immediately 
to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to  anfwer  for  their  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  the  enemy's  fhips  of  war  attempt  to 
come  up  the  river  Delaware,  that  the  fecret  committee  be  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  deliver  fuch  a  quantity  of  powder,  as  they 
fliail  judge  neceflary,  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  June   14,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1 500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  commifTary,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continental  troops  in  Delaware  government,  he  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

A  letter  of  the  10th  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  16th  of 
May,  from  the  commifTioners  in  Canada,  recommending  major 
Dubois  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  for  promotion. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  barracks  be  di- 
rected to  deliver  the  prifoner  in  his  cuftody  to  the  committee  of 
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fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  who  are  defired  to  treat  him  agreeable  to 
former  resolutions  of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofmg  two 
letters  from  major-general  Schuyler  of  the  8th,  and  fundry  other 
letters  and  papers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  raid  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  (landing  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  fit  forthwith. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  W.  Livingfton,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  Thomas  Little  of  the  2d,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  and  remedy  the  defects  of  the  powder  manufactured 
at  Mr.  O.  Eve's  mill. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington  of  the  9th  and  10th,  and  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of 
the  convention  of  New-York,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  the  co- 
lony of  New- York,  to  make  effectual  provifion  for  detecting,  re- 
training, and  punifhing  difaffected  and  dangerous  perfons  in  that 
colony,  and  to  prevent  all  perfons  from  having  any  intercourfe  or 
correspondence  with  the  enemy  ;  and,  that  general  Wafhington  af- 
ford his  aid  therein,  when  neceffary. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  great 
quantities  of  falted  beef  and  pork  have  been  purchafed  for  exporta- 
tion, which,  if  not  reftrained,  may  render  the  fupplies  of  the  army 
difficult  and  uncertain  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  no  falted  beef  or  pork,  except  as  much 
as  may  be  necefTary  for  the  ufe  of  the  crew,  be  exported  from  any 
of  the  United  Colonies,  in  any  veffel,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  of  a  compenfation  to  the 
Secretary,  for  his  fervices,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  a- 
greed  to  as  follows  : 

That  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars  be  granted  and 
paid,  out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  Charles  Thomfon,  fecretary  to 
the  United  Colonies,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  fervices  for 
one  year,  ending  the  10th  of  May  laft. 

The  committee,  to  whom  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the 
1 5th,  andmajor-general  Schuyler's  of  the  8th,  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  and  the  other  commiffionersfor 
Indian  affairs  in  the  nothern  department  be  directed  immediatel) 
to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations  ;  to  engage  them  in  ouv 
intereft  upon  the  befl  terms  that  can  be  procured,  and  treat  with 
them  on  the  principles  and  in  the  decifive  manner  mentioned  in 
his  letter  : 

That  general  Schuyler's  preparations  for  immediately  taking  pofl 
at  Fort-Stanwix,  and  erecting  a  fortification  there,  be  approved  of; 
and,  that  general  Wafhington  be  inftru&ed  to  give  him  directions 
for  carrying  that  meafure  into  execution. 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  fpies  be  directed  to  revife  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  to  make  inch  additions  and  alterations 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  and  lay  the  lame  before  Congrefs  for 
their  confederation. 

A  petition  from  Mrs.  ***,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  fpies. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  letting  forth,  that  a  committee 
of  the  affembiy,  accompanied  by  the  general  officers  lately  in  town, 
and  a  ikilful  engineer,  have  viewed  the  river  Delaware,  and  the 
fortifications  and  defences  erected  at  the  expenfe  of  the  colony  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  oppofe  and  prevent  the  paffage  of  the  enemy's 
fhips  ;  and  that  they  have  judged  it  neceffary,  for  farther  fecurity, 
that  a  redoubt  Ihould  be  erected  at  Billingfport,  on  the  New-Jer- 
fey  fide,  and  that  a  boom  fhould  be  there  thrown  acrofs,  or  fome 
other  obftrudlions  fixed  in  the  channel  ;  and  praying,  as  the  place 
for  the  redoubt  is  out  of  their  government,  and  as  their  colony  has 
expended  a  very  large  fum  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  that  the 
Congrefs  would  direct  the  works  to  be  done  at  the  continental  ex- 
penfe ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  em- 
powered, at  the  continental  expenfe,  to  erect  the  redoubt,  and  to 
fix  the  boom,  or  other  obftructions,  at  the  places  aforefaid. 

Thomas  Bales,  blackfmith,  propofing  to  fupply  the  continental 
troops  with  a  quantity  of  camp-kettles  of  fheet-iron  at  one  and 
one-third  dollar  each,  provided  he  can  have  credit  for  five  tons  of 
fheet-iron  : 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  Efq;  be  directed  to  write  to 
Thomas  Mayberry,  of  Mountholly,  the  manufacturer  of  fheet-iron, 
to  fend  down  to  him  five  tons  of  fheet-iron,  for  which  he  will  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  ;  and,  that  Mr.  Matlack  be  directed  to  receive 
the  laid  iron,  and  deliver  it  out,  as  it  may  be  wanted,  to  Thomas 
Bales,  and  receive  the  kettles  as  fa  ft  as  made. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr*  June   15,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  Mr.  M'Kean  of  the  1 3th,  and  one  from  Mr.  P.  Peters  : 

One  from  general  Wafliingtcn  of  the  14th,  enclofing  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  10th,  and  fundry  other 
papers  : 

•  One  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  the    10th,  with  fundry  papers 
enclofed : 

One  from  David  Waterbury,  of  the  6th,  with  accounts  enclofed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  D.  Waterbury,  with  the  accounts 
enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

A  letter  from  the   committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  of  the  5th« 
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informing  of  the  arrival  of  five  tons  of  powder,  on  account  of  the 
continent,  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one-half  of  the  faid  continental  powder  be  left  in 
Virginia,  and  the  other  half  forwarded  to  the  commanding  officer 
in  South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confederation  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended 

Mr.  Hector  M'Neal  to  command  the  frigate  Bofton, 

Mr.  John  Brown  to  be  lieutenant  of  the  fame, 

Mr.  Thomas  Grennel  to  command  the  frigate  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiflions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly. 

A  memorial  from  the  owners  of  four  private  fhips  of  war,  fitted 
and  fitting  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

For  expenfes  of  lick  men  belonging  to  the  6th  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, the  fum  of  58-|^  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  captain  Samuel  Benezet  : 

To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  fundry  neceffaries  for  the  fick  of  the  third 
Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  34-M  dollars  : 

To  P.obert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  tranfporting  faltpetre 
from  Egg-harbour  to  Cooper's  ferry,  the  fum  of  2  10|-§- dollars  : 

To  Peter  Agnew,  for  repairing  arms  for  the  fifth  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  the  fum  of  1 1|£  dollars. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  Peter  Noble,  a  fol- 
dier  belonging  to  colonel  Hinman's  battalion,  (captain  Watfon's 
company)  who  was  taken  prifoner  near  Montreal,  with  colonel  Ea- 
than  Allen,  ought  to  have  the  fum  of  40  dollars  advanced  to  him, 
and  his  receipt  taken  for  the  fame,  as  part  of  his  pay  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  a  number  of  officers, 
whofe  men  left  them  laft  winter  in  Canada,  and  who  remained  and 
ferved  there  during  the  whole  winter,  were  returned,  and  were  de- 
iirous  of  being  fome  way  employed  and  provided  for  : 

Resolved,  That  this  cafe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  or- 
dinance, who  are  delired  to  fit  as  foon  as  conveniently  they  can, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  defir- 
ing,  that  he  will  deliver  to  the  agent  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  cannon  and  trucks  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  ta- 
ken from  New-London,  and  that  he  be  informed,  the  Congrefs  ex- 
pect this  refolution  will  be  immediately  complied  with. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  governor  Trumbull,  general 
Wafhington  and  general  Schuyler,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordinance* 
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Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general  Wafhing- 
ton's  letters  of  the  9th  and  10th,  which  was  left  unfinifhed,  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  moved  and  feconded,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  w  hole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  referred  to  them  ; 
and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  preiident  relumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confideration*  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fun- 
dry  refolutions  thereon,  which  they  ordered  him  to  report  ;  but,  not 
having  yet  iinilhed,  deiired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  delivered  in, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  digeft  and 
arrange  the  feveral  refolutions  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole  be  difcharged  of  the  reports,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  cartel  entered  into  between  brigadier-general  Arnold  and  cap- 
tain Forfter  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  and  that  the  fame  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  now  to  be  appointed  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Paine, 
and  Mr.  Mid  die  ton. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  again  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther 
confideration  the  reports  to  them  referred. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mosday,  June  17,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  of  May  from  brigadier-general  Armftrong, 
and  one  of  the  6th  of  June  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  letter  from  gover- 
nor Trumbull,  of  the  10th  of  June,  was  referred,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  affembly 
of  Connecticut,  to  fend  the  two  battalions  mentioned  in  the  faid 
letter  as  railed,  one  for  Bofton,  and  one  for  New- York,  into  Cana- 
da forthwith,  as  propofed  in  the  faid  letter  ;  and  that  a  battalion 
of  militia  be  fent  to  Bofton,  inftead  of  the  one  intended  for  that 
place : 

That  blank  commifiions  be  fent  to  governor  Trumbull,  for  the 
officers  of  the  battalion  intended  for  New- York  ;  the  preient  exi- 
gency requiring  this  meafure,  the  fame  not  to  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent : 

That  10,500  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of 
Connecticut,  to  be  fent  to  that  colony,  to  defray  the  expenfes  of 
railing  the  laid  regiment  : 

That  governor  Trumbull  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  provifion  made  by  the  late  act  of  aftembly  of  Con- 
necticut, for  the  purpofe  of  engaging   one-third  of  the  militia  on 
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the  fea-coaft,  and  one -fourth  in  the  interior  part  of  that  colony,  for 
the  defence  thereof,  and  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  will,  by  no 
means,  anfwer  the  object  the  Congrefs  had  in  view  by  their  refolu- 
tion  of  the  3d  of  June  ;  and  requeft,  that  fuch  fteps  be  taken  by  the 
affembly  of  that  colony,  as  (hall  feem  to  them  moft  likely  to  carry 
into  effect  the  laid  requifition. 

Resolved,  That  commiflions  be  granted  to  the  officers  appointed 
by  the  affembly  of  Connecticut  for  the  regiment  ordered  to  be  raif- 
ed  in  that  colony,  for  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  two  tons 
of  gun-powder  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  for  the  ufe  of  their 
militia. 

The  committee  appointed  to  digeft  and  methodize  the  refolutions 
entered  into  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  having  performed  that 
fervice,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidcra- 
tion  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  experienced  general  be  immediately  fent  into 
Canada,  with  power  to  appoint  a  deputy  adjutant-general,  a  deputy 
mufter-mafter-general,  and  fuch  other  officers  as  he  {hall  find  necef- 
fary  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  army 
in  Canada,  and  notify  the  fame  to  Congrefs  for  their  approbation  ; 
that  he  alio  have  power  to  fufpend  any  officer  there,  till  the  plea- 
fure  of  Congrefs  be  known,  he  giving  his  reafons  for  fo  doing  in 
the  orders  of  fufpenfion,  and  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  the  charge  againft  fuch  officer  :  provided,  that  this  power 
of  fufpending  officers  and  filling  up  vacancies,  {hall  not  be  con- 
tinued beyond  the  firll  day  of  October  next  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  fend  major-general  Gates 
into  Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  province  : 

That  no  officer  futtle  or  fell  to  the  foldiers,  on  penalty  of  being 
fined  one  month's  pay,  and  difiniffed  the  fervice  with  infamy,  on 
conviction  before  a  court-martial  : 

That  the  baggage  of  officers  and  foldiers  be  regulated  confor- 
mably to  the  rules  in  the  Britifh  armies  : 

That  all  fales  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  accoutrements 
made  by  foldiers,  be  void  : 

That  no  troops  employed  in  Canada  be  difbanded  there  ;  that  all 
foldiers  in  Canada,  ordered  to  be  difbanded,  or  whofe  times  of  enlift- 
ment  being  expired,  (hall  refufe  to  re-enlift,  fhall  be  fent,  under 
proper  officers,  to  Ticonderoga,  or  fuch  other  poft  on  the  lakes  as 
the  general  fhall  direct,  where  they  fhall  be  rnuftered,  and  the  arms, 
accoutrements,  blankets,  and  utenlils  which  they  may  have  belong- 
ing to  the  public,  fhall  be  delivered  up,  and  depofited  in  the  pub- 
lic (lore  : 

That  a  deputy  mufter-mafter-general  be  immediately  fent  into 
Canada  : 

That  the  local  commiffaries  and  quarter-mafters,  appointed  at 
the  different  garrifons  or  pofts,  fhall  make  weekly  returns  to  the 
general  of  the  provifions  and  {lores  in  the  places  at  which  they  may- 
happen  to  be  ftationed  : 
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That  the  general  officers,  deputy  quarter-maftcr-general,  local 
commiiTaries,  pay-mafler  in  Canada,  and  all  other  perfons  there, 
who  have  received  public  monies,  be  ordered,  without  delay,  to  ren- 
der and  fettle  their  accounts  ;  on  which  fettlement,  no  general  offi- 
cer {hall  receive  pay  as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  nor  field-officer  as 
captain  of  a  company  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  a  good  waggon-road 
from  Fort-Edward  to  Chefhire's  ;  to  clear  Wood-creek,  and  to  con- 
ftruft  a  lock  at  Skenefborough,  fo  as  to  have  a  continued  naviga- 
tion for  batteaus  from  Chefhire's  into  Lake-Champlain  ;  to  ere  ft  a 
grand  magazine  at  Chefhire's  and  fecure  it  by  a  llockade  fort  ;  to 
ere  ft  a  faw-mill  at  Scoon-creek  ;  to  order  fkilful  perfons  to  furvey 
and  take  the  level  of  the  waters  falling  into  Hudfon's  river  near 
Fort-Edward,  and  thofe  which  fall  into  Wood-creek  and  interlock 
with  the  former,  particularly  Jones'  run  and  Half-way-brook,  the 
latter  of  which  is  faid  to  difcharge  itfelf  into  Wood-creek  at 
Chefhire's  ;  that  he  be  direfted  to  have  a  greater  number  of-boats 
and  hands  kept  on  Hudfon's  river,  at  the  different  ftations  between 
Albany  and  Fort-Edward,  in  order  to  fave  the  expenfe  of  waggon- 
age  ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  carriage  by  land,  and  tranfportation  by  water,  of  provi- 
fions,  military  ftores,  and  other  things  into  Canada,  that  neither 
wafte  or  delay  may  arife  therein  ;  that  he  build,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, as  many  gallies  and  armed  vefiels  as,  in  the  opinion  of  himfelf 
and  the  general  officer  to  be  fent  into  Canada,  fhallbe  fufficient  to 
make  us  indifputably  mafters  of  the  lakes  Champlain  and  George; 
and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  there  be  fent  to  him  a  mailer  carpenter 
acquainted  with  the  conftruftion  of  the  gallies  ufed  on  the  Dela- 
ware, who  fhall  take  with  him  other  carpenters,  and  models  alfo  if 
requifite  ;  and  that  it  be  fubmitted  to  general  Schuyler,  whether  a 
temporary  fortification  or  intrenched  camp,  either  at  Crown-point 
or  oppofite  Ticonderoga,  may  be  neceffary  : 

That  the  commiffary -general  be  direfted  to  fupply  the  army  in 
Canada  with  provifions,  and  to  appoint  proper  officers  under  him 
to  receive  and  iflue  the  fame  at  the  feveral  pofts,  taking  the  direc- 
tions of  the  general  ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  contraft  with  pro- 
per perfons  in  Canada  for  fupply ing  the  army  there  with  frefh  pro- 
vifions ;  that  he  be  directed  to  purchafe  for  them  a  quantity  of  Al- 
bany peas,  and  to  furnifh  as  much  bifcuit  as  may  be  neceflary  ; 
and  that  his  pay  be  raifed  to  150  dollars  a-month  : 

That  the  quarter-mafter-general  be  direfted  to  provide  and  for- 
ward fuch  tents,  clothing,  and  uteniils  as  are  wanted  for  the  army 
in  Canada,  fubjeft  to  the  direftion  of  the  commander  in  chief  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  fend  into  Canada,  fuch 
fmall  brafs  or  iron  field-pieces  as  he  can  fpare  ;  that  he  be  inftruc- 
ted  to  ifiue  orders  that  no  certificates  be  given  in  future  by  any  but 
brigadiers,  quarter-mailers  and  their  deputies,  or  a  field-officer  on  a 
march,  or  officer  commanding  at  a  detached  pofl  : 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  conventions  of  New-Jerfey  and 
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New-York,  and  to  the  affembly  of  Connecticut,  recommending  to- 
them  to  authorize  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  to  call  to  the  affiftance  of  that  colony,  when  neceffity  fhall 
require  it,  fuch  of  the  militia  of  thofe  colonies  as  may  be  neceffary; 
and  to  afford  him  fuch  other  affiftance  as  the  fituation  of  affairs 
may  require  ;  and,  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  conven- 
tion of  New-York,  to  empower  the  faid  commander  in  chief  to  im- 
prefs  carriages  and  water-craft,  when  neceffary  for  the  public  fer- 
vice,  and  alio  to  remove  fhips  and  other  veffels  in  Hudion's  and  the 
Eaft  rivers,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  them  from  the  enemy  : 

That  the  companies  of  riflemen  from  Virginia  and  Maryland  be 
regimented,  and  that  the  regiment  be  completed  to  the  original 
number  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  : 

That  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  of  riflemen  be  completed  to 
their  original  ellablilhment : 

That  two  companies  of  the  forces  now  in  the  Delaware  govern- 
ment be  ordered  to  Cape-May  : 

That  the  committee,  appointed  to  contract  for  cannon,  be  directed 
to  procure  a  number  of  brafs  or  iron  field-pieces,  to  be  made  or  pur- 
chafed  immediately; 

That  the  committee,  appointed  to  provide  medicines,  be  directed 
to  fend  a  proper  affortmeut  of  medicines  to  Canada : 

That  Mr.  James  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  and  forward  to 
the  quarter-mafter-general  in  New-York,  as  much  cloth  for  tents  as 
he  can  procure : 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  ftockings  and  ffioes  for 
the  troops  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  purchafe  fuch  other  articles  as 
may  be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  in  Canada,  and  fend  the 
fame  to  Albany,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  army  in  Cana- 
da, and  that  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  provide,  in  time,  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  leathern  breeches  and  under  waiftcoats,  and  fuch 
other  winter  clothing  as  may  be  necefTary  for  them  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  forward,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, to  the  quarter-mafter  in  Canada,  fuch  flioes  as  are  already 
provided : 

That  prifoners,  taken  by  continental  forces,  be  not  exchanged  by 
any  authority  but  the  continental  Congrefs  : 

That  all  veffels  which  failed  from  the  port  or  harbour  of  Bolton, 
while  the  town  of  Bofton  was  in  poffeffion  of  the  enemy,  having  on 
board  effects  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  America,  and  which  have 
been  or  may  be  feized,  be  liable,  together  with  the  faid  effects,  to 
conflfcation,  in  the  fame  manner  and  proportions  as  have  been  here- 
tofore refolved  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  continental  agents  in  the  refpective  colonies,  where  no 
courts  have  been  eftablilhed  for  the  trial  of  captures,  have  power, 
and  be  directed,  to  difpofe,  at  public  fale,  of  fuch  articles  of  a  pe- 
rifhable  nature,  as  fhall  be  taken  from  the  enemies  of  America,  and 
that  the  money  arifing  from  fuch  fale,  be  liable  to  the  decree  of 
fuch  court  whenever  eftablifhed  7 
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That  the  inventory  of  the  oclinance  ftores,  taken  by  captain  Man- 
Iv,  be  Cent  to  general  Wafliington,  and  that  he  be  requefted  to  ap- 
point a  perfon  on  the  part  of  the  colonies,  to  join  one  on  the  part 
of  captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  who,  having  frrft  taken  an  oath  for 
that  purpofe,  fliall  proceed  to  value  the  fame,  and  if  they  cannot 
agree  in  the  value,  they  fliall  call  in  a  third  perfon  to  determine:  the 
fame  ;  that  the  report  of  fuch  perfons  be  returned  to  Congrefs  fo 
foon  as  may  be,  and  the  value  of  the  ftores  belonging  to  captain 
Manly  and  his  crew,  be  thereupon  transmitted  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland, 
Pennfylvania,  New-Jerfey,  and  New-York,  to  devife  the  mode  of 
railing  the  battalion  of  Germans  voted  the  25th  of  May  laft. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poflpon- 
ed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  i-eferred  the  cartel  between  briga- 
dier-general Arnold  and  captain  Forfter,  for  the  exchange  of  pri- 
foners,  and  the  feveral  papers  relating  thereto,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  colonel  Turbut  Francis  repor- 
ted, that  they  had  met  on  the  bulinefs  referred  to  them  ;  that  the 
Indians  refufed  to  be  examined,  or  to  give  evidence  on  the  matter, 
•which  prevented  their  proceeding,  wherefore  they  defired  to  be  dis- 
charged : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  difcharged. 

The  committee  on  fpies  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  Efq; 
pay-mafter-general,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
■was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters,  with  the  weekly  returns  enclo- 
sed, be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury,  to  be  filed 
in  the  auditor-general's  office. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poOponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  June   18,    1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 
One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  16th,  enclofing  one  from 
general  Ward  of  the  9th,  and  one  from  Wm.  Palfrey  of  the  16th  : 
Three  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  1  1th  and  12  th  : 
Two  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan  of  the  5th  and  6th  ;  and 
Two  from  brigadier-general  Arnold  of  the  5th  and  6th  : 
Resolved,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordi- 
nance. 

A  letter  from  W.  Palfrey,  with  a  weekly  return,  was  read-: 
Ordered,  To  be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury. 
A  letter  from  J.  Trumbull,  commiffary-general,  of  the  17th,  in- 
forming, that  he  has  found  it  necefl'ary  to  order  a  quantity  of  iiaur 
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to  be  purchafed  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  to  pay  for  the  fame,  he 
has  drawn  on  the  president  in  favour  of  Mr.  Matthew  Erwin,  for 
60,000  dollars,  and,  as  he  ihall  be  under  the  neceffity  of  giving  or- 
ders for  purchasing  pork  and  flour  in  Philadelphia,  defiring  to  know 
-whether  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  continue  to  draw  on  the  prefi- 
dent  for  the  payment  of  thofe  articles. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  pay  fuch  bills  as  are  or  may  be 
drawn  by  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  for  the  purpofes  above-mention- 
ed, and  that  the  fame,  as  paid,  be  charged  to  his  account. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  requef- 
ting  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  whether  perfons  taken  on  board  mer- 
chants' fhips  and  river-craft,  ought  to  be  exchanged  for  feamen 
taken  from  the  enemy's  mips  of  Avar  ? 

Resolved^  That  the  prelident  inform  the  committee  of  fafety, 
that  the  Congrefs  judge  it  improper  that  fuch  exchange  be  made. 
Resolved,  That  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  deputy  mufter-mafter- 
general,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mufter-mafler-general,  and 
that  he  be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to  head-quarters  at  New- 
York. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  and  directed, 
to  nominate    and  fend  a  deputy  m u ft er-m after-general  to   Canada. 
Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the    committee  for 
fuperintending  the  treafury  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 
A  memorial  from  Dr.  John  Morgan,  dire&or-general  and  chief 
phylician  of  the  hofpital,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
provide  medicines. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  refolutions  of  the 
convention  of  South-Carolina,  reflecting  the  battalions  raifed  in 
that  colony,  were  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon,  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  Congrefs  on  the  4th  day  of  November  laft,  refol- 
ved,  that  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina,  there  be  kept  up  in 
that  colony,  at  the  continental  expenfe,  three  battalions  of  foot  ; 
each  battalion  to  comfift  of  the  fame  number  of  men  and  officers, 
to  be  upon  the  fame  pay,  and  under  the  fame  regulations,  as  the 
continental  army  ;  and,  on  the  25th  day  of  March  laft,  refolved, 
that. the  convention,  or  council  of  fafety  of  South-Carolina,  be 
permitted  to  raife  and  embody  two  other  battalions,  and  that  they 
be  on  the  pay,  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent,  as  foon  as  they 
ftiall  be  armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muftered  ;  and  where- 
as the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  on  the  22d  day  of  February 
laft,  ordered  that  their  council  of  fafety  return  the  thanks  of  that 
colony  to  the  Congrefs  for  their  attention  to  its  fecurity  ;  that 
they  ftate  the  peculiar  c'uxumftances  and  the  heavy  expenfes  which 
have  been  and  will  be  incurred  by  that  colony  in  the  meafures  ne- 
celfary  for  its  defence,  and  that  they  requeft  the  Congrefs  to  allow 
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that  colony  fo  much  money  as  the  expenfes  of  three  battalions, 
upon  the  continental  eftablifhment,  would  amount  to  for  one  year 
and  to  give  continental  rank  to  the  officers  of  the  three  regiments 
raifed  in  June,  and  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  raifed  in  November, 
from  the  dates  of  their  refpeclive  commiffions,  or  at  leaft  from  the 
fourth  day  of  November,  when  they  refolved  to  allow  that  colony 
three  battalions  ;  and  whereas,  the  delegates  from  that  colony  in 
Congrefs,  have  reprefented  the  peculiar  circumftances  and  heavy 
expenfes  of  that  colony  ;  and  that  the  troops  raifed  in  it  were  en- 
lifted  for  three  years,  upon  a  different  eftablifhment  of  pay,  and 
under  different  articles  of  war,  fo  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  to 
place  them,  in  all  refpecls,  upon  the  continental  eftablifhment  ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  battalion  of  artillery,  and  the  two  battalions 
of  foot,  raiftd  in  South-Carolina,  and  kept  up  in  that  colony  for 
the  defence  of  the  fame,  be  confidered  as  continental  forces,  and 
allowed  the  fame  pay,  rations  and  difburfements  as  other  forces  on 
the  continental  eftablifhment  : 

That  the  two  battalions,  under  the  command  of  colonels  Gadf- 
den  and  Moultrie,  be  allowed  all  the  advantages  of  the  continental 
eftablifhment,  from  the  4th  of  November  laft,  and  the  regiment  of 
artillery,  from  the  time  when  the  fame  was  ordered  to  be  raifed  by 
the  convention  of  South-Carolina  : 

That  the  two  battalions  of  riflemen,  raifed  in  and  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  faid  colony,  be  confidered  as  continental  troops  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  laft,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  advantages 
of  the  fame  : 

That  all  the  above-mentioned  troops  be  liable  to  the  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  forces  in  the  faid  colony  : 

That  the  faid  forces  be  continued  on  the  continental  eftablifh- 
ment until  the  expiration  of  their  enliftment,  unlefs  they  {hall  be 
fooner  difbanded  by  Congrefs  : 

That  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  effective  men  of  the  above- 
mentioned  forces  be  ordered  out  of  the  faid  colony,  without  the 
exprefs  order  of  Congrefs,  or  the  confent  of  the  prefident  of  that 
colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Heyward  and  Mr.  Hall  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  providing  medicines. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rodgers  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiflioner  be  appointed  to  fettle  in  Canada 
the  debts  due  on  certificates,  given  by  officers  to  the  Canadians  for 
carriages  and  other  fervices  ;  and  to  fettle  the  accounts  for  fuch 
goods,  as  may  have  been  feized,  through  neceffity,  for  the  life  of 
the  army  ;  that  it  be  given  as  inftru&ion  to  him,  to  attend  particu- 
larly to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Bernard  ;  and  that,  in  fettling  the  certifi- 
ed debts,  he  ftate  carefully  the  names  of  all  thofe  who  have  given 
certificates,  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  and  the"  time  when  performed, 
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and  return  the  whole,  when  fettled  and  ftated,  to   the  committee' 
of  treafury,  to  be  by  them  examined  and  difcharged  : 

That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  electing  the  faid  commif- 
fioner. 

Resolved,  That  no  man  in  thefe  colonies,  charged  with  being  a 
tory,  or  unfriendly  to  the  caufe  of  American  liberty,  be  injured  in 
his  perfon  or  property,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  difturbed,  unlefs 
the  proceeding  againft  him  be  founded  on  an  order  of  this  Congrefs, 
or  the  affembly,  convention,  council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  the 
colony,  or  committee  of  infpecYion  and  obfervation  of  the  diftridt 
where  he  reudes  ;  provided,  that  this  refolution  (hall  not  prevent 
the  apprehending  any  perfon  found  in  the  commiflion  of  fome  ac\ 
deflructive  of  American  liberty,  or  juftly  fufpected  of  a  defign  to 
commit  fuch  act,  and  intending  to  efcape,  and  bringing  fuch  per- 
fon before  proper  authority  for  examination  and  trial. 

Information  being  given,  that  fome  of  the  officers,  who  were 
prifoners  at  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  have,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  parole  by  them  given  and  fubfcribed,  made  their  ef- 
cape, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance 
to  confider  what  fteps  are  necelfary  to  be  taken  on  the  occafion. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  June  19,    1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  of  the  ISth,  enclo- 
■fuig  an  ordinance  for  railing  3300  militia  for  the  defence  of  New- 
York,  together  with  their  proceedings  in  apprehending  William 
Franklin,  Efq;  late  governor  of  that  colony,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  to  proceed  on  the  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin,  and  if,  up- 
on fuch  examination,  they  {hall  be  of  opinion  that  he  ftouldbe  con- 
fined, to  report  fuch  opinion  to  this  Congrefs,  and  then  the  Con- 
grefs will  direct  the  place  of  his  confinement,  they  concurring  in 
fentiment  with  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  confine  him  in  that  colony. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  fundry  letters  and  pa- 
pers were  referred,  particularly  one  from  general  Wafhington  of 
the  16th,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlidera- 
tion  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffions  granted  by  brigadier-general 
Sullivan,  to  fundry  officers  in  Canada,  mentioned  in  general  Wafh- 
ington's  letter,  be  approved  and  confirmed  ;  provided,  general  Gates 
and  the  general  officers  in  Canada,  on  confultation,  lhall  think  the 
meafure  will  conduce  to  the  public  lervice. 

That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general  at  New- 
York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
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To  John  Jervis,  for  horfe-hire,  ferriages,  &c.  the  fum  of  33i? 
dollars  : 

To  John  Bruce,  the  fum  of  13f£  dollars,  being  the  balance  of 
his  bill  for  cai touch  boxes  : 

To  Jofeph  Fernaur,  the  fum  of  17-^-  dollars,  the  balance  of  his 
bill  for  tin  cartouch  boxes  : 

To  Sacheveral  Wood,  the  fum  of  187||  dollars,  for  victualling 
prifoners  confined  in  gaol  by  order  of  Congrefs: 

To  George  Reinhart,  for  the  carriage  of  powder,  arms  and  bul- 
lets, the  fum  of  20-||  dollars: 

To  Thomas  Harvey,  for  cafh  paid  by  him  for  guards  of  powder- 
waggons,  and  alfo  his  bills  for  ferriages,  the  hire  of  waggons,  Sec. 
the  fum  of  27f£  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Sa- 
muel Hillegas,  Efq; 

To  Mary  Thomas,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  two  of  captain  Bene- 
zet's  men  in  the  fmall-pox,  the  fum  of  12  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  mufter-roll  of  the  ninth  Virginia  battalion,  commanded  by 
colonel  Flemming,  taken  the  31ft  of  May  laft,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  battalion  be  taken  into  continental  pay 
from  the  faid  3  1  ft  day  of  May. 

Resolved,  That  one  ton  of  gun-powder  be  fent  to  the  colonel  or 
sommanding  officer  of  the  faid  battalion  : 

That  the  committee  for  preparing  medicine-chefts,  be  directed  to 
fend  one  to  the  furgeon  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  directed  to  carry  into 
execution  the  refolution  of  the  17th,  for  fending  carpenters  to  gene- 
ral Schuyler. 

A  memorial  from  the  mates  of  the  hofpital  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing  me- 
dicines. 

Whereas  it  isindifpenfably  neceffary  for  .the  good  of  the  fervice, 
that  the  foldiers  of  the  United  Colonies  be  well  provided  with 
blankets  and  clothing  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  con- 
ventions of  the  United  Colonies,  forthwith  to  caufe  a  fuit  of 
clothes,  of  which  the  waiftcoat  and  breeches  may  be  of  deer  leather, 
if  to  be  had  on  reafonable  terms,  a  blanket,  felt  hat,  two  fhirts,  two 
pair  of  hofe  and  two  pair  of  fhoes,  to  be  manufactured,  or  other- 
wife  procured  at  reafonable  rates,  in  their  refpective  colonies,  for 
each  foldier  of  the  American  army,  enlifted  therein  for  the  prefent 
campaign,  and  that  the  fame  be  baled,  invoiced  and  ftored  in  fuita- 
ble  places,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  or  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  army  : 

That  fufficient  fums  of  money  be  granted  to  the  affemblies  and 
conventions  aforefaid,  on  applying  for  the  fame,  to  enable  them  to 
difcharge  the  demands  arifing  from  the  purchafe,  of  the  articles 
aforefaid : 
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That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army  be  empow- 
ered to  draw  on  the  affemblies  and  conventions,  for  fr.ch  articles  of 
clothing  aforefaid,  as  he  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  neceffary, 
and  that  the  coft  thereof  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  foldiers 
who  (hall  receive  the  fame,  by  the  proper  officer  for  examining  and 
difcharging  the  accounts  and  pay-rolls  of  the  refpeftive  regiments. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Adams, 
furgeon,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  in- 
to confederation  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  William  Adams  be  accepted. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  June  20,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafliington,  and  a  letter  from 
the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  feveral  committees, 
to  prepare  for  the  houfe  the  matters  referred  to  them,  it  be  a  {lan- 
ding lule  of  Congrefs,  that  adjournments  from  the  Friday  evening, 
be  always  to  Monday  morning,  unlefs  on  any  particular  occafion, 
the  Congrefs  fhall  order  otherwife. 

A  petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  cartel  between  brigadier-general  Arnold  and  captain 
Fofter,  for  exchange  of  prifoners  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther 
confideration  thereof  was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  up 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  houfe  during  debates  : 

The  members  cliofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr.  Paine. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  duo, 

To  captain  William  Richards,  for  the  detention  of  bis  fhallop 
twenty  days  on  the  public  fervice,  the  fum  of  40  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of 
207f§  dollars  : 

To  David  Williamfon,  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  captain  James 
Grier's  baggage  from  Frederickfiburgh  to  New-York,  and  returning 
home,  the  fum  of  147  dollars  : 

To  Abraham  Mills,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  fix  foldiers  in  the 
fmall-pox,  the  fum  of  33||- dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Cooper,  for  ferriage  and  ftorage,  the  fum  of  26||- 
dollars : 

To  Leonard  Stoneburner,  for  one  team  hauling  the  baggage  of 
captain  William's  company  18  miles  beyond  Gofnen,  and  two  teams 
hauling  the  baggage  of  captain  Jones's  company  to  Albany,  the 
fum  of  414|£  dollars  : 

On  two  certificates  produced  by  H.  Wifner,  Efq;  the  fum  of 
1 1  *|  dollars' expenfes,  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  atGofhen, 
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and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  and 
charged  to  J.  Shallus,  quarter-mafter  of  the  faid  battalion  : 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider, 
•what  provilion  ought  to  be  made  for  fuch  as  are  wounded  or  difa- 
bled  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  and  report  a  plan  for  that  purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr. 
Ellery,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

«»®«» 

Fridat,  June  21,    1776. 

Resolved,^  That  general  Waihington  be  directed  to  permit  briga- 
dier-general Woofter  to  return  to  his  family  in  Connecticut. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  batta- 
lion, be  directed  to  fend  a  proper  guard,  with  the  powder  ordered  to 
colonel  Flemming's  regiment,  on  the  Eaftern-Shore  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  300,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treaiurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continental  battalions  in  that  colony  ;  the  laid  delegates  to 
be  accountable  : 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Rowland  Swan,  a  captain  of  his  Britannic  majefly's  7th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  the  fum  of  36  dollars,  for  eighteen  weeks'  allowance, 
and  12  dollars  for  bringing  his  baggage  from  New-York  to  Phila- 
delphia, together  with  the  baggage  of  captain  Dundee  and  three 
privates  of  the  faid  regiment : 

To  Jofeph  Haight,  for  fupplying  the  prifoners  at  Burlington  with 
provifions  to  the  4th  of  June  inftant,  the  fum  of  23S  dollars  : 

To  Andrew  M'Nair,  the  fum  of  120|^  dollars,  for  provifions, 
Sec.  for  the  twenty-four  Indians,  while  at  the  ftate-houfe,  which  was 
twenty  days : 

To  Michael  Clark,  for  liquor  for  the  above  Indians,  the  fum  of 
27ff  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  2 1ft  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  was  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read,  together  with  fundry  letters  from  the  pri- 
foners in  Burlington. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  coram iflioner,  to  be  fent  into  Ca- 
nada, be  four  dollars  a-day. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  cafe 
of  the  officers  who  ferved  laft  winter  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  requefled,  to  fet 
on  foot  the  railing  another  regiment  on  continental  eftablilhment, 
to  ferve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  unlefs  fooner  dii'charg- 
ed  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that,  the  forming  the  faid  regiment,  they  com- 
miffion  fuch  officers  as  ferved  in  the  laft  campaign  in  Canada,  and 
have  not  been  yet  provided  for  : 

That  the  faid  officer^  be  informed,  that  the  commiffions  to  be 
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granted  them,  are  on  condition,  that  they  raife  their  companies  t» 
their  full  complement,  or  nearly  thereto,  and  that  their  commiflions 
be  withheld,  until  the  faid  condition  be  complied  with  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  convention,  to  make  fuitable 
provifion  for  major  Dubois,  with  whofe  good  conduct,  Congrefs  are 
well  fatisfied,  and  that  they  return  his  name,  with  the  names  of  the 
other  field-officers,  for  the  approbation  of  Congrefs. 

That  a  commiflion  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  given  to  major  John 
Fifcher,  in  colonel  John  Nicholfon's  regiment,  in  the  New- York 
forces. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  an  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  heretofore  employ- 
ed the  Canada  department  :  that  the  faid  enquiry  be  made  at  fuch 
times  and  places,  as,  in  his  judgment,  fhall  be  moft  likely  to  do 
juftice,  as  well  to  the  public  as  to  the  individuals  ;  and  that  the  re- 
iult  of  the  faid  enquiry,  together  with  the  teftimonies  upon  the  fub- 
jeft,  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  :  That,  moreover,  all  officers  ac- 
cufed  of  cowardice,  plundering,  embezzlement  of  public  monies, 
and  other  mifdemeanors,  be  immediately  brought  to  trial :  And, 
whereas,  Congrefs  is  informed,  that  an  opinion  has  prevailed,  that 
officers  resigning  their  commiflions  are  not  fubjedt  to  trial  by  a 
court-martial  for  offences  committed  previous  to  fuch  relignation, 
whereby  fome  have  evaded  the  puniihments,  to  which  they  were., 
liable,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  fuch  opinion  is  not  juft. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponedj 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  June  24,    1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  20th  and  2 1ft  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  :  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  general,  defiring  him 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  railing  the  companies  of  Mohickan  and  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  mentioned  in  one  of  the  enclofed  papers  ;  and  that 
a  like  letter  be  written  to  governor  Trumbull. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  fundry  papers  enclofed 
therein,  containing  the  queftions  propofed  to  William  Franklin, 
Efq;  an  account  of  his  behaviour  on  the  occafion,  and  the  refolution 
of  the  convention,  "  declaring  him  a  virulent  enemy  to  this  coun- 
try, and  a  perfon  that  may  prove  dangerous,  and  that  the  faid 
William  Franklin  be  confined  in  fuch  place  and  manner  as  the  con- 
tinental Congrefs  fhall  direct;"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  William  Franklin  be  fent  under  guard  to  gover- 
nor Trumbull,  who  is  defired  to  admit  him  to  his  parole  ;  but,  if 
Mr.  Franklin  refufe  to  give  his  parole,  that  governor  Trumbull  be 
defired  to  treat  him  agreeable  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  re- 
fpecting  prifoners. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  to  advance  to  captain 
Matthew  Smith,  of  the  rifle-battalion,  one  thoufand  and  forty  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  company  ;  the  faid  captain 
Smith  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe,  and  the  committee  of  claims,  be 
directed  to  forward  to  the  pay-m after-general,  an  account  of  the 
monies  advanced  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  rifle-battalion, 
or  the  refpedtive  rifle-companies,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  de- 
ducted, and  flopped  from  their  pay. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  tents,  which 
were  fent  from  Philadelphia  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  have  been  Mopped  at  New-York,  by  the  order  of  the 
quarter-mafter-general : 

Resolved,  That  the  preiident  write  to  the  general  on  this  fubjeft, 
and  delire  him  to  order  the  faid  tents  to  be  delivered  up,  and  for- 
warded to  the  colony  of  Maffachuffetts-Bay  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  confift  of  a  member  from  each 
colony,  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriage6 
in  Canada : 

That  the  faid  committee  have  power  to  fend  for  perfons  and 
papers : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fon,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Hall. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  the  fum  of  202  dollars,  of  which  fum  10S 
dollars  and  f-jyths,  for  pay  and  fubfiftence  for  two  months,  the  re^- 
mainder  for  a  horfe  for  the  continental  fervice  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  on  the  cartel  for  exchange  of  prifoners, 
entered  into  between  brigadier-general  Arnold  and  captain  Forf- 
ter,  be  recommitted. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
fpies  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  perfons  abiding  within  any  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  deriving  protection  from  the  laws  of  the  fame,  owe 
allegiance  to  the  faid  laws,  and  are  members  of  fuch  colony  ;  and 
that  all  perfons  palling  through,  vifiting,  or  making  a  temporary 
ftay  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  being  entitled  to  the  prote&ion  of 
the  laws  during  the  time  of  fuch  paffage,  vifitation  or  temporary 
ftay,  owe,  during  the  fame,  allegiance  thereto  : 

That  all  perfons-  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  as  before  defcribed,  who  fhall  levy  war  againft  any 
of  the  faid  colonies  within  the  fame,  or  be  adherent  to  the  king  of 
Great-Britain,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  colonies,  or  any  of 
them,  within  the  fame,  giving  to  him  or  them  aid  and  comfort,  are 
guilty  of  treafon  againft  fuch  colony  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifl atures  of  the  feveral  United 
Colonies,  to  pafs  laws  for  puniihing,   in   fuch  nianner  as  to  them 
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fhall  feem  fit,  fuch  perfons  before  defcribed,  as  fhall  be  proveably 
attainted  of  open  deed,  by  people  of  their  condition,  of  any  of  the 
treafons  before  defcribed. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  pafs  laws  for  punifhing,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  (hall  think  fit,  perfons  who  fhall  counterfeit,  or  aid  or  abet 
in  counterfeiting,  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  or  who  fhall  pafs 
any  fuch  bill  in  payment,  knowing  the  fame  to  be  counterfeit. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  recommitted. 

A  petition  from  Antoine  Felix  Wiebert  was  prcfented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accompany- 
ing it,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  peti- 
tion from  Carpenter  Wharton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  :  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  ge- 
neral Walhington,  and  requeft  him  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  coft  of 
a  ration  as  furnifhed  by  the  commifTary-general. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,   "June  25,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry  letters 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  brigadier-general  Sullivan,  brigadier- 
general  Arnold,  and  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  or- 
dinance ;  who  are  directed  to  fit  immediately,  and  report  thereon 
as  foon  as  poffible. 

A  memorial  from- captain  Stephen  Rowe  Bradley  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  fundry  accounts  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
treafury. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Samuel 
Nichols,  to  be  promoted  to  be  major  of  marines  ;  Andrew  Porter, 
jofeph  Hardy,  Samuel  Shaw,  Benjamin  Deane,  and  Robert  Mullin, 
to  be  captains  of  marines  ;  Daniel  Henderfon,  D?.vid  Love,  Frank- 
lin Reed,  and  Peregrine  Brown,  to  be  firft-lieutenants  of  marines  ; 
James  M'Clure,  William  Gilmore,  Abel  Morgan,  and  Hugh 
Montgomery,  to  be  fecond-lieutenants  of  marines  ;  John  Stewart 
to  be  captain  ;  Thomas  Pownal,  firft-lieutenant,  and  Richard  Har- 
rifon,  fecond-lieutenant,  of  marines,  for  the  frigate  building  in  Ma- 
ryland : 

John  Langdon,  Efq;  to  be  agent  of  prizes  for  the  colony  of  New- 
Hamplhire  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  conimidions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  John 
Maxwell  Nefbit  Isf  Co.  125  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  pri- 
vateer they  are  fitting  out. 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  making 
mufkets,  be  directed  to  coniider  the  propriety  of  granting  a  boun- 
ty, or  other  means,  for  encouraging  the  making  of  mufkets. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

A  declaration  of  the  deputies  of  Pennfylvania,  met  in  provincial 
conference,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  expreiling  their 
willingnefs  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  Gongrefs,  declaring  the  United 
Colonies  free  and  independent  ftates. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  feveral  letters 
received  this  morning  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

.Resolved,  That  the  number  of  men  deftined  for  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  augmented  to  four  thoufand  : 

That  a  colonel's  commiilion  be  immediately  iffued  to  major  Du- 
bois, with  inftruclions  forthwith  to  raife  a  regiment  to  ferve  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  corps  of  officers  be  com- 
pofed  of  fuch  as  have  ferved  with  credit  in  Canada  ;  no  officer  to 
receive  his  commiffion  until  his  company  be  raifed  and  armed  ;  the 
arms  of  the  people  enlifting  themfelves,  to  be  valued  by  the  com- 
mittees of  the  counties,  where  the  companies  are  raifed,  and  paid 
for  by  the  continent,  on  their  being  muftered  : 

That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  colony  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  to  fend  immediately  one  regimenj:  of  their  militia  to  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  two  regiments  of  their  militia  to  Connecticut,  one 
regiment  of  their  militia  to  augment  the  troops  deftined  for  the 
northern  department  : 

That  letters  be  fent  to  the  general  affemblies  of  the  colonies, 
from  whence  the  feveral  regiments  of  militia  are  and  have  been  re- 
quefted,  earneftly  preffing  them  to  be  expeditious  in  railing  and 
equipping  their  troops,  and  requeuing  the  feveral  affemblies  to  take 
upon  themfelves  the  care  of  providing  the  faid  troops  with  clothes, 
tents,  and  all  neceffary  camp-equipage,  and  affuring  them  that  the 
United  Colonies  will  be  anfwerable  for  the  expenfe  of  the  fame  : 

That  a  regimental  pay-mafter,  who  is  not  to  be  an  officer  of  the 
army,  be  appointed  by  the  faid  colonies  to  each  of  the  faid  batta- 
lions, who  mail  keep  all  the  accounts  of  his  refpective  battalion, 
and  to  whom  particular  returns  fhall  be  made  of  the  expenfe  of 
clothing  the  faid  battalion,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  de- 
ducted out  of  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  for  whom  the  articles  mall 
have  been  provided. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVedhesdat,  June  26,    1776, 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one,  of  the 
26th,  from  brigadier-general  Woofler,  were  laid  before  Gongrefs, 
and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier-general  Woofter  be  re- 
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ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Antoine  Felix  Weibert,  who  applies  to 
be  employed  as  an  engineer  in  the  continental  army,  be  recommen- 
ded to  general  Wafhington  as  a  perfon  who  appears  to  be  qualified 
to  ac~l  in  that  capacity  ;  but,  as  he  afks  no  more  at  prefent  than  to  be 
placed  in  a  fituation,  in  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  evidence  his 
abilities,  that  the  general  be  delired  to  employ  him  in  filch  way,  as 
he  fhal}  judge  will  beft  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  an- 
fwer  Monf.  Weibert's  requeft. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  officers  of 
the  battalion  to  be  railed  under  colonel  Lewis  Dubois  ;  their  com-? 
miffions  to  be  given  them  as  foon  as  their  complement,  of  men  fliall 
be  raifed : 

Jacobus  S.  Bruyn,  lieutenant-colonel  ;  William  Goforth,  major  ; 
David  Dubois,  Elias  Van  Banfcholen,  Thomas  de  Witt,  Iiaac 
Wool,  Philip  D.  B.  Bevier,  Richard  Flatt,  Albert  Pawling,  and 
Cornelius  T.  Janfin,  captains  ;  James  Gregg,  Aaron  Auflin,  Jo- 
nathan Piercy,  Evans  Wherry,  Garret  Van  Wagenan,  Henry  Van- 
denburgh,  Nathaniel  Conklin,  and  Henry  Dodge,  firft-lieutenants  ; 
Daniel  Glans,  fecond-lieutenant  in  the  firft  company  ;  John  Coates, 
f urge  on  ;   and  Henry  Dubois,  adjutant. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  convention  cf  New- 
York,  and  explain  to  them,^the  reafons  that  induced  the  Congrefs 
to  enter  into  the  foregoing  refolution  ;  and  to  requeft  the  conven- 
tion to  appoint  the  other  officers  of  the  battalion,  and  to  ufe  their 
bell  endeavours  in  equipping  and  forwarding  the  laid  battalion  as 
foon  as  pofhble. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe 
the  armed  brig  Catharine,  with  her  guns,  tackle,  apparel  and  furni- 
ture, as  fiie  now  lies  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Bond,  the  fnm  of  9  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths,  for  me- 
dicines and  attendance  for  three  Indians  : 

To  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  boarding  and  lodging  Thomas  Fol- 
nier,  the  Indian  interpreter,  twenty  days,  the  fum  of  12  dollars  and 
twenty-five-ninetieths  : 

To  Richard  Cheny,  the  fum  of  4  dollars  and  eighty-two-nineti- 
eths, for  victualling  general  Lee's  guard,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Elq; 

To  Anthony  Welte,  for  provifions  fupplied  captain  Nelfon's 
company,  the  fum  of  18  dollars  and  eighteen-ninetieths  : 

To  Aaron  Phips,  the  fum  of  7  dollars  and  forty-four-ninetieths, 
for  fundry  expenfes  of  general  Lee's  guard  : 

To  John  Ofborne,  the  fum  of  8  dollars  ;  namely,  6  dollars  for 
boarding  and  lodging  a  fick  foldier,  and  two  dollars  for  a  coffin  for 
one  of  captain  Vanzant's  men  : 
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To  George  Howes,  for  waggon-hire,  &.c.  carrying  money  to  Cam- 
bridge at  the  time  Mr.  Franks  went,  the  i'um  of  70  dollars  and  for- 
ty-ninetieths : 

To  Meffrs.  Hanfon,  Donaldfon,  and  Franks,  for  carrying  money 
to  the  camp  in  March  lad,  the  fum  of  23S  dollars  and  twenty-eight- 
ninetieths  : 

To  Ifaac  Sorrel,  the  fum  of  26  dollars  and  eighty-five-ninetieths ; 
of  which  10  dollars  and  fixty-nine-ninetieths  were  for  the  expenfes 
of  the  prifoners  that  were  brought  from  North-Carolina  and  the 
guard,  the  remainder  for  the  expenfes  of  the  guard  that  went  with 
the  powder,  Sec.  to  colonel  Miles,  at  Marcus-hook  : 

To  Henry  Haller,  the  fum  of  645  dollars  and  forty-fix-ninetieths ; 
of  which  fum,  captain  John  Nelfon  is  to  be  charged,  for  two  rifles, 
24  dollars  ;  the  remainder,  viz.  expenfes  of  captain  John  Nelfon's 
company  at  Reading,  12  dollars  and  eighty-nine-ninetieths  ;  ex- 
penfes of  prifoners  from  St.  John's  and  Chamblee  to  8th  June,  538 
dollars  and  forty-feven-ninetieths  ;  Mr.  Holler's  pay,  as  commiffa- 
ry,  from  30th  March  to  7th  June,  70  days,  at  7/6,  70  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved^  That  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  be  given  to  every  non- 
commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  will  enlift  to  ferve  for  the 
term  of  three  years. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolutions  paffed  yefterday  be  fent  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  afford  fuch  afliltance  to 
the  northern  or  Canada  department,  as  he  fhall  be  enabled  to  do 
confiftently  with  the  fafety  of  New- York  ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
to  give  fuch  directions  as  he  may  think  expedient  for  the  public 
feiwice. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  general  Waihington  to  one  of  the 
members,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

Resolved)  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
marine  committee  with  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  nfe  of  the  veflel 
which  they  were  this  morning  empowered  to  purchafe. 

Resolved)  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  pay  fuch  funis  of  money  as  are  or  may  be  due  to  the  fe- 
veral  iigners  of  continental  bills  of  credit,  for  their  fervices,  agree- 
able to  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Whiting,  a  foldier  who  was  wounded  in  the  continental  army  at 
Quebec,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved)  That  the  fum  of  twenty  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treafury  to  William  Whiting,  to  enable  him  to  return  to 
his  family  at  Norfolk,  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  pe- 
tition and  accounts  of  Stephen  Row  Bradly,  brought  in  their  re- 
port ;   whereupon, 

Resolved)  That  there  be  paid  to  Stephen  Row  Bradly  the  fum 
of  691 1|  dollars,  for  the  fervice  of  himfelf  and  his  company,  from 
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the  25th  day  of  January  to  the  25th  day  of  February,  during  'which 
time  they  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  June  27,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  ;  alfo, 

Two  petitions  ;  one  from  colonel  John  Brown,  the  other  from 
William  Holton  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  from  colonel  Brown  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcar- 
riages  in  Canada  : 

That  the  petition  from  William  Holton  be  referred  to  the  board 
cf  war  and  ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  24  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers  in   favour  of  major  Bicker  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Sundry  letters  from  the  fouthward,  being  received  by  exprefs, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Lee,  dated  Little-River,  June  6th,  enclofing 
two  to  him,  one  from  John  Rutledge,  Efq;  the  other  from  briga- 
dier-general Armftrong  ;  both  dated  Charleftown,  South-Carolina, 
June  4th,  advifing,  that  5  1  fail  of  the  enemy  were  arrived  there, 
and  lying  in  fight  of  the  town  : 

One  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  dated  Williamfburgh,  the 
18th  of  the  fame  month,  enclofing  one  to  him  from  general  Lee, 
of  the  4  th  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordinance  : 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull  ;  and,  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  ; 
and,  in  the  mean  while,  that  governor  Trumbull  be  delired  to  fend 
to  Congrefs,  an  account  of  the  cannon  left  at  New-London  by 
commodore  Hopkins,  their  number,  fize,  bore  and  weight,  and  alfo 
an  account  of  the  other  cannon  there. 

A  letter  from  the  commifiioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern 
department,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  paragraph  of  a 
letter  from  the  general  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  fix  companies  of  riflemen,  in  addition  to  the 
three  companies  now  at  New- York,  be  raifed  and  the  whole  regi- 
mented ;  and  that  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  captain  Stevenfon, 
to  be  colonel  of  the  faid  regiment  of  riflemen,  which  is  to  be  en- 
lifted  for  three  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  ;  the 
men  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  often  dollars  ;  and  that  Mofes  Raw- 
lins be  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Otho  Holland  Williams,  major  of 
the  faid  regiment : 
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That  four  companies  of  riflemen,  for  the  faid  regiment,  be  raifed 
in  Virginia,  and  two  in  Maryland  ;  the  pay  of  the  men  to  com- 
mence from  the  time  they  lhall  be  armed  and  muflered  ;  their  arms 
to  be  appraifed  by  the  committee  of  the  county,  and  paid  for  by 
the  United  Colonies  : 

That  general  "VYafhington  be  direfted  forthwith  to  fend  to  Con- 
grefs  a  complete  lift  of  all  the  vacancies  in  the  army,  and  the  namei 
of  fuch  officers  as  he  can  recommend  for  filling  them. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafler,  the  fum  of  24 1|~£-  dollars,  a 
balance  due  for  three  teams,  that  went  to  North-Carolina  with 
powder, 

To  Doctor  Frederick  Phyle,  for  medicines  and  attendance  on  the 
5th  Pennfylvania  battalion,  from  the  time  of  their  embodying  to 
the  13th  of  June,  1776,  the  fum  of  532|-i- dollars  : 

To  John  Bales,  for  camp-kettles,  the  fum  of  68  dollars  : 

To  Elizabeth  Slaydon,  the  fum  of  24  dollars,  for  nurfing  and 
boarding  two  foldiers,  of  which  fum,  captain  Steward  is  to  be  charg- 
ed with  13|-§-  dollars,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  the  man  he  wound- 
ed in  the  flate-houfe  yard  ;  the  remainder  to  the  continent ;  the 
faid  24  dollars  to  be  paid  to  colonel  T.  Matlack : 

To  Rachel  Hewen,  the  fum  of  5-|£  dollars,  for  nurfing  and  board- 
ing two  foldiers  of  the  continental  army  : 

That  there  be  repaid  to  Robert  Moore,  the  fum  of  feven  dollars, 
which  was  (lopped  out  of  his  pay  by  captain  M.  Smith  ;  the  fame 
having  been  by  him  expended  for  provisions,  when  he  was  left  fick 
by  his  company  in  Canada  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved, '  That  the  pay  of  doftor  Hufton,  who  was  appointed 
furgeon  of  the  fifth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  be  flopped  till  farther 
orders  of  Congrefs,  and  that  the  pay-mailer  be  notified  thereof. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devife  a  mode  of 
railing  the  German  battalion,  voted  on  the  25th  of  May  laft,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  four  companies  of  Germans  be  raifed  in  Penn- 
fylvania, and  four  companies  in  Maryland,  to  compofe  the  faid  re- 
giment : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, immediately  to  appoint  proper  officers  for,  and  direct  the  en- 
liflment  of,  the  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs, 
to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  immediately  to  appoint  pro- 
per officers  for,  and  direft  the  enliflment  of,  the  four  companies  to 
be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

That  the  faid  companies  be  enlifted  to  ferve  for  three  years,  un- 
lefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  and  receive  bounty,  pay,  rations, 
and  all  other  allowances  equal  to  any  of  the  continental  troops  : 

That  the  faid  companies  be  entitled  to  pay  and  fubuftence  from 
the  time  of  enliflment : 
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That  the  faid  companies,  when  raifed,  be  formed  into  a  battalion^ 
under  the  command  of  fuch  field-officers  as  Congrefs  iliall  appoint: 

That  the  rank  of  the  captains  of  the  laid  companies  be  regulated 
as  Congrefs  fhall  hereafter  direct: 

That  5000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  5000  dollars  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs,  to 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  railing 
the  faid  companies. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in 
their  recefs,  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  to  appoint  the 
officers,  and  forward,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  the  raifing  the 
two  companies  of  rifle-men. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Frjdat,   June  28,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
and  accounts  of  Thomas  Thomfon,  reported, 

That  there  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Thomfon  the  fum  of 
750  dollars,  in  part  of  an  account  for  lumber  faid  to  have  been  de- 
livered by  Simon  Metcalf  to  the  forces  belonging  to  the  continent, 
at  St.  John's,  in  Canada  : 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Thomas  Mayberry,  the  fum  of  1 1 7-|£  dollars,  for  plated 
iron  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Eafton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoin- 
ted to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

A  petition  from  William  Poole  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read  : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  making  pro- 
vifion  for  wounded  and  difabled  foldiers. 

Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey, 
attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which 
was  read  as  follows  :  viz. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Nevs- Jersey)  Burlington)  June  21,  1776. 
The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  colony  in  continental  Congrefs,  when  Richard  Stockton,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  John  Hart,  and  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efqrs;  and  Dr. 
John  Witherfpoon,  were  elected,  by  ballot,  to  ferve  for  one  year, 
unlefs  a  new  appointment  be  made  before  that  time.  Resolved) 
That  the  following  inftrucYions  be  given  to  the  delegates  as  afore- 
faid  :  The  Congrefs  empower  and  direct  you,  in  the  name  of  this 
colony,  to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies,  in  continen- 
tal Congrefs,  in  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  for  fupporting  the  juft 
rights  and  liberties  of  America  ;  and,  if  you  fhall  judge  it  neceffa= 
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ry  or  expedient  for  this  purpofe,  we  empower  you  to  join  with  them 
in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  t  Great-Britain, 
entering  into  a  confederation  for  union  and  common  defence,  ma- 
king treaties  with  foreign  nations  for  commerce  and  alfiftance,  and 
to  take  fuch  other  meafures,  as  may  appear  to  them  and  you  necef- 
fary  for  thefe  great  ends  ;  promifing  to  fupport  them  with  the 
whole  force  of  this  province  ;  always  obferving,  that  whatever  plan 
of  confederacy  you  enter  into,  the  regulating  the  internal  police  of 
this  province  is  to  be  referved  to  the  colony  legiflature.  By  order 
of  Congrefs,  Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  :  Wm.  Patterson,  Secretary. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  in  thefe 
words  : 

Monfieur  Le  chevalier  de  Kirmovan,  having  produced  to  the 
board  indubitable  credentials  of  his  good  character  and  fuperior 
abilities  in  the  art  of  war,  and  particularly  as  an  engineer,  the 
board  refolved  to  recommend  him  to  Congrefs  as  a  perfon  who 
can  be  much  confided  in  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  employ  him  in 
planning  and  laying  out  the  fortification  agreed  by  Congrefs,  to  be 
e reeled  at  Billingfport,  on  the  river  Delaware. 

The  faid  report  being  again  read, 

Resolved^  That  the  fame  be  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkinfon  be  added  to  the  committee  for 
preparing  a  plan  of  confederation. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  the  com- 
mittee of  Salem  county,  in  New-Jerfey,  300  lb.  of  powder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration,  8cc.  brought 
in  a  draught,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Chriftopher  Champlain  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read : 

Resolved,   That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Floyd  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  Anthony  Mofengeil,  on  the  fubjedt  of 
manufacturing  fulphur  : 

That  30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  committee,  they  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurers  be  empowered  to  advance  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  100,000  dollars  ;  the  colony  of 
Pennfylvania  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury, 
directed  to  nominate  and  appoint  fix  perfons  to  fign  and  number 
the  million  of  dollars  ordered  to  be  ftruck  in  fmall  change. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Mondat,  July   1,    1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 
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Three  from  general  Wafhington,  of  27th  and  28th  of  June,  -with 
fundry  letters  and  papers  encloi'ed  : 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  29th  : 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  17th  : 

One  from  brigac.ier-general  Lewis,  of  the  17th  : 

One  from  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  6000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Richard  Graham,  of  Virginia,  in  full  of  a 
draught  in  his  favour  of  the  20th  June,  by  brigadier-general  Lew- 
is ;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Benjamin  Har- 
rifon, deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  Virginia. 

A  refolution  of  the  convention  of  Maryland,  palled  the  28th  of 
June,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows  :  "  That  the 
inftru&ions  given  to  their  deputies  in  December  laft,  be  recalled, 
and  the  reftricVions  therein  contained,  removed  ;  and  that  the  de- 
puties offaid  colony,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  concur  with  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  indepen- 
dent ftates  ;  in  forming  fuch  further  compact  and  confederation  be- 
tween them  ;  in  making  foreign  alliances,  and  in  adopting  fuch 
other  meafures  as  fhall  be  adjudged  neceffary  for  fccuring  the  liber- 
ties of  America  ;  and  that  fuid  colony  will  hold  itfelf  bound,  by  the 
refolutions  of  the  majority  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  the  premifes  ; 
provided,  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of  regulating  the  internal 
government  and  police  of  that  colony  be  referved  to  the  people 
thereof." 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  Avhole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  refolution  refpefting 
independency  : 

That  the  declaration  be  referred  to  faid  committee. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  Af- 
ter fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  a  refolution,  which  they 
defiredhim  to  report,  and  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  the  determination  thereof  was,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony, 
poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  brigadier-general,  a£ling  in  a  feparate  depart- 
ment, be  allowed  an  aid-de-camp. 

A  letter  of  the  29th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  this  day  received,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  declaration 
refpetting  independence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday  July  2,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

One  from  general  Walhington,  of  the  30th  of  June,  enclofing 
fundry  papers  ;  among  which,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell  to  general  Howe  : 

One  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  of  the  26th: 

One  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  and 
one  from  the  pay-mafter-general,  With  a  weekly  account : 

Ordered,  That  the  laft  be  delivered  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  the  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  to  general 
Howe,  be  publifhed  : 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  relumed  the  contideration  of  the  refolution  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole;  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and,of  right,  ought  to 
be,  free  and  independent  {fates  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  Britilh  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  be- 
tween them,  and  the  ftate  of  Great-Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to- 
tally diflblved. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confide.ration  the  declaration  to  them  referred;  but, 
not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confi- 
deration  the  declaration  reflecting  independence. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that,  in  obedience  to  their  order,  cap- 
tain Whipple  and  captain  Saltonftall  were  arrived  in  Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  enquire  into  the  com- 
plaints exhibited  againft  them,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  July  3,    1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  2d,  and  a  let- 
ter from  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  depart- 
ment, dated  Augufta,  May  21,  together  with  an  account  of  their 
expenfes,  and  the  minutes  of  their  conference  with  the  Indians  in 
that  department,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  account  of  the  commiinoners  be  referred  to  . 
the  committee  on  the  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey  ;  whereupon, 

■  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvahia  be  re- 
quefted  to  fend  as  many  of  the  troops  of  their  colony  as  they  can 
fpare,  to  Monmouth  county,  in  New-Jerfey,  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony,  and  to  be  fubject  to  the  orders  of  the 
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commander  in  chief;  the  faid  troops  to  be  allowed  the  fame  pay  and 
rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  from  the  time 
of  their  march  until  their  return  : 

That  a  circular  letter  be  written  to  the  committees  of  infpecYion 
ofthefeveral  counties  in  Pennfylvania,  where  troops  are  railed,  or 
railing,  to  form  the  flying-camp,  requefting  them  to  fend  the  troops 
by  battalions,  or  detachments  of  battalions,  or  companies,  as  faft  as 
raifed,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  except  thofe  raifed  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Bucks,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  which  are  to  be  directed  to 
march,  as  aforefaid,  to  New-Brunfwick,  in  New-Jerfey  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  fent  to  general 
Walhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  appoint  a  proper  officer  to 
command  the  flying-camp,  and  alfo  direct  proper  perfons  to  fupply 
the  men  with  rations. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  contract 
with  fhipwrights,  to  go  to  Lake-Champlain,  on  the  following  terms  : 
To  allow  each  man  34  dollars   and  two-thirds  per  month  ;   one 
months'  pay  to  be  advanced,  on  their  giving  fecurity,  if  required  : 

Each  man  to  be  allowed  a  ration  and  a  half,  and  one  half-pint  of 
mm,  per  day  : 

Their  tools  and  arms  to  be  valued  : 

Two-thirds  of  their  wages  to  be  paid,  monthly,  to  whomfoeverthey 
fhall  leave  the  power  of  receiving  it  : 

Their  pay  to  commence  from  the  day  they  fign  articles,  and  con- 
tinue, until  they  are  difcharged,  with  an  allowance  of  one  day's 
pay  for  every  twenty  miles,  between  the  place  where  they  are  dif- 
charged, and  their  refpe&ive  homes. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  two  of  the  com- 
miffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  authoriz- 
ed, to  difcharge  the  bills  drawn  by  Mr.  Morgan  on  the  commif- 
lioners  of  that  department. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration,  the  declaration  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  relumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee,  not  hav- 
ing yet  gone  through  it,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
deration,  the  declaration  of  independence. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  July  4,    1776. 
Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania  for  a  fupply  of  flints  for  the  troops  at  New-York  : 
■and  that  Delaware  government  and  Maryland,  b~  requeftcd  to  em- 
body their  militia  for  the  flying-camp,  with  all  poffible  expedition, 
and  to  march  them,  without  delay,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
/        Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the    Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
I    into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
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ration,   the    declaration  ;   and,  after  {bine   time,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.   Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  agreed  to  a  declaration,  which  they  defired  him  to  report. 
The  declaration  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

A  DECLARATION  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the    UNITED 
STATES  of  AMERICA,  in  Congrefs  aiTembled. 

WHEN,  in  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neceffary 
for  one  people  to  dillolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected 
them  with  another,  and  to  aflume,  among  the  powers  of  the  earth, 
the  feparate  and  equal  ftation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature,  and,  of 
nature's  God,  entitle  them,  a  decent  refpedl  to  the  opinions  of  man- 
kind, requires,  that  they  fliould  declare  the  caufes  which  impel  them 
to  the  feparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  he  felf-evident,  that  all  men  are  cre- 
ated equal  ;  that  they  are  endowed,  by  their  Creator,  with  certain 
unalienable  rights  ;  that  among  thefe,  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
purfuit  of  happinefs.  That,  to  fecure  thefe  rights,  governments 
are  inftituted  among  men,  deriving  their  juft  powers  from  the  con- 
fent  of  the  governed  ;  that,  whenever  any  form  of  government  be- 
comes deftrucYive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  to  abolifli  it,  and  to  inftitute  new  government,  laying  its 
foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  fuch 
form,  as  to  theni  ilia.ll  feem  moft  likely  to  effect  their  fafety  and 
happinefs.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  didtate,  that  governments  long 
eftablifhed,  fliould  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranlient  caufes  ; 
and,  accordingly,  all  experience  hath  fhewn,  that  mankind  are  more 
difpofed  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are  iufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
felves  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accuftomed.  But, 
when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpations,  purfuing  invariably 
the  fame  objedt,  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute 
defpotifm,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  go- 
vernment, and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  fecurity. 
Such  has  been  the  patient  fufferance  of  thefe  colonies  ;  and  fuch 
is  now  the  neceflity  which  conftrains  them  to  alter  their  former 
fyftems  of  government.  The  hiftory  of  the  prefent  king  of  Great- 
Britain  is  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurpations,  all  having, 
in  direct  objeft,  the  eftablifhment  of  an  abfolute  tyranny  over  thefe 
ftates.     To  prove  this,  let  fafts  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refufed  his  aifent  to  laws  the  moft  wholefome  and  necef- 
fary for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pafs  laws  of  immediate  and 
preffing  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in  their  operation  till  his 
affent  fliould  be  obtained  ;  and,  when  fo  fufpended,  he  has  utterly 
negle&ed  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refufed  to  pafs  otherlaws  for  the  accommodation  of  large 
diftricts  of  people,  unlefs  thole  people  would  relinquilh  the  right  of 
reprefentation  in  the  legislature  :  a  right  ineftimable  to  them,  and 
formidable  to  tyrants  only. 
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He  has  called  together  leglflative  bodies  at  places  unufual,  -un- 
comfortable, and  diftant  from  the  depository  of  their  public  records, 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance  with  his 
meafures. 

He  has  diffolved  reprefentative  houfes  repeatedly,  for  oppoflng, 
with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time,  after  fuch  diffolutions,  to  caufe 
others  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  the  legiflative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large  for  their  exer- 
cife  ;  the  (late  remaining,  in  the  mean  time,  expofed  to  all  the 
dangers  of  invafion  from  without,  and  convulfions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  thefe  ftates  ; 
for  that  purpofe,  obftructing  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreign- 
ers ;  refilling  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  their  migrations  hither, 
and  railing  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obftructed  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  by  refufing  his 
affent  to  laws  for  eftablifhing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  fent  hither  fwarms 
of  officers  to  haixafs  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  fubftance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  time  of  peace,  (landing  armies,  with- 
out the  confent  of  our  legillatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and  fu- 
perior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined,  with  others,  to  fubject  us  to  a  jm'ifdiction 
foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws  ; 
giving  his  affent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legiflation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us  : 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock-trial,  from  punifhment,  for 
any  murders  which  they  mould  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
dates  : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  impofing  taxes  on  us  without  our  confent  : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury  : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond  feas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences  : 

For  abolishing  the  free  fyftem  of  Englifh  laws  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  eftablifhing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlar- 
ging its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  render  it,  at  once,  an  example  and  fit 
inftrument  for  introducing  the  fame  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolilhing  our  moll  valuable  laws, 
and  altering,  fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  governments  : 

For  fufpending  our  own  legillatures,  and  declaring  themfelves 
inverted  with  power  to  legiilate  for  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protection,  and  waging  war  againft  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafts,  burnt  our  towns, 
and  deftroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies  of  foreign  merce- 
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naries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  defolation,   and  tyranny, 
already  begun  with  circumftances  of  cruelty,  and  perfidy,  Scarcely 
paralleled  in  the  mofl  barbarous  ages,    and   totally   unworthy  the  | 
head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high 
feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country,  to  become  the  execution- 
ers of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeftic  infurreftions  amongft  us,  and  has  en- 
deavoured to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merci- 
lefs  Indian  favages,  whofe  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undiftin- 
guifhed  destruction,  of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  ftage  of  thefe  oppreffions,  we  have  petitioned  for  redrefs, 
in  the  moft  humble  terms  :  Our  repeated  petitions,  haves  been  an- 
fwered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince,  whofe  character  is  thus 
marked  by  every  a£t  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  Britifh.  brethren. 
We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts,  by  their 
Jegiflature,  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We 
have  reminded  them  of  the  circumftances  of  our  emigration  and 
Settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice  and 
magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them,  by  the  tics  of  our  com- 
mon kindred,  to  difavow  thefe  ufurpations,  which  would  inevitably 
interrupt  our  connexions  and  correfpendence.  They,  too,  have  been 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of  confanguinity.  We  muft,  there- 
fore, acquieSce  in  the  neceflity,  which  denounces  our  Separation, 
and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in 
peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  UNITED  STATES 
of  AMERICA,  in  GENERAL  CONGRESS  aSfembled,  appeal- 
ing to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  the  rectitude  of  our 
intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by  'authority  of  the  good  people  of 
thefe  colonies,  Solemnly  publifh  and  declare,  That  theSe  United 
Colonies  are,  and  of  right,  ought  to  be,  FREE  and  INDEPEN- 
DENT STATES  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to 
the  Britifh  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them 
and  the  date  of  Great-Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  diffolved  ; 
and  that,  as  FREE  and  INDEPENDENT  STATES,  they  have 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  eftablifh 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  INDEPEN- 
DENT STATES  may  of  right  do.  And,  for  the  Support  of  this 
declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other,  our  lives,  our 
fortunes,  and  our  Sacred  honour. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was,  by  order  of  Congrefs,  engroffed, 
and  Signed  by  the  following  members : 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 
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Neiv-Hampshire. 

Massachusetts-Bay 

Rhode-Island. 

Connecticut. 

New-York. 
Neiv-Jersey. 


Pennsylvania. 

Delaware. 
Maryland. 

Virginia. 
North-Carolina. 


f  Jofiah  Bartlett, 
-j  William  Whipple, 
(_  Matthew  Thornton. 
rSamuel  Adams, 
J  John  Adams, 
|  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
l^Elbridge   Gerry. 
C  Stephen  Hopkins, 
l  William   EUery. 
f" Roger  Sherman, 
J  Samuel  Huntington, 
]  William   Williams, 
^Oliver  Wolcott. 
rWilliam   Floyd, 
J  Philip  Livingfton, 
j  Francis   Lewis, 
\_Lewis  Morris. 
TRichard  Stockton, 
j  John   Witherfpoon, 
«v  Francis   Hopkinfon, 
j  John   Hart, 
[__Abraham  Clark. 

Robert  Morris, 

Benjamin  Rufh, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 

John  Morton, 

George  Clymer, 

James  Smith, 

George   Taylor, 

James  Wilion, 
^George  Rofs. 
C  Csefar  Rodney, 
£  George  Read. 
TSamuel  Chafe, 
J  William  Paca, 
j  Thomas  Stone, 
^Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton. 

George  Wythe, 

Richard  Henry  Lee, 

Thomas  JefFerfon, 

Benjamin  Harrifon, 

Thomas  Nelfon,  jun. 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, 

Carter  Braxton. 
( ^William  Hooper, 
,    Jofeph  Hewes, 

John  Penn. 
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'Edward  Rutledgc, 

„      ,   „      ,.  J  Thomas   Heyward,  iun. 

South -Carol  in  a.        <  n,.  r        u    ■ 

1  liomas   Lynch,  jim. 

•Arthur  Middleton. 

'Button   Gwinnett, 

Georgia.  -    Lyman   Hall, 

George  Walton. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  declaration  be  fent  to  the  feveral 
affemblies,  conventions  and  committees,  or  councils  of  fafety,  and 
to  the  feveral  commanding  officers  of  the  continental  troops  ;  that 
it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  head  of 
the  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Hewes  determine  the  hire 
of  Mr.  Walker's  veflel,  which  was  employed  by  commodore  Hop- 
kins in  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  general  Wathington,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  New- York,  New-Jerfey  and 
Pennfylvania,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  committee  of  infpection  and  obferva- 
tion  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field-officers 
of  the  battalions  of  the  faid  city  and  liberties,  on  the  beft  means 
of  defending  the  colonies  of  New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania;  and  that 
they  be  empowered  to  fend  expreffes  where  neceffary  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  inftrucled  to  order  the  flints  be- 
longing to  the  continent,  and  now  at  Rhode-Wand,  to  be  fent  to 
the  general  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  empowered  to  fend  a  man,  at  the 
public  expenfe,  to  Orange  county,  for  a  fample  of  flint-done. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  two  commiffion- 
ers  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department ;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Jafper  Yates  and  John  Montgomery,  Efqrs;  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilfon  inform  the 
above-named  gentlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  defire  them  to 
attend  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Pittsburgh,  on  the  clay  ap- 
pointed ;  and  alfo  to  appoint  fomeperfons  to  procure  goods  necef- 
fary for  the  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  filling  up  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  empowered  to  employ  another 
private  fecretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  employ  fuch 
a  number  of  perfons,  as  they  (hall  find  necelTary,  to  manufacture 
flints  for  the  continent  ;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  to  apply  to  the  ref- 
pecYive  afTcmblies,  conventions  and  councils,  or  committees  of  fafe- 
ty of  the  United  American  States,  or  committees  of  infpeevtion  of 
the  counties  and  towns  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  names  andpla- 
res  of  abode  of  perfons  {killed  in  the  manufactory  aforefaid,  and  of 
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the  places,  in  their  refpective  ftates,  where  the  befl  flint-ftones  arc 
to  be  obtained,  with  famples  of  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  3  dollars  and  f^ths,  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  exprefs,  who  brought  the  difpatches 
from  Trenton. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  JefFerfon, 
be  a  committee,  to  prepare  a  device  for  a  feal  for  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  25  lb.  of 
powder  to  John  Garrifon,  of  North-Carolina. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  July   5,    1776. 

A  letter  from  captain  Crawford,  a  prifoner,  of  the  26th  regi- 
ment, was  read,  requefting  leave  to  vifit  the  prifoners  in  the  feve- 
ral  places  where  they  are  confined  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  fuch  leave  be 
not  granted. 

The  committee  on  ways  and  means,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  account  and  vouchers  of  Mr.  Price  being  laid  on  the  table, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  for  adjuftment  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  regiment  be  raifed  out  of  the  officers  who  fer- 
ved  in  Canada,  on  the  fame  terms  on  which  the  regiment,  to  be  com- 
manded by  colonel  Dubois,  is  to  be  raifed  ;  and  that  the  following 
perfons  be  appointed  officers  of  the  faid  regiment  : 

Seth  Warner,  colonel  : 

Samuel  SafFord,  lieutenant-colonel  : 

Elifha  Painter,  major  : 

Wait  Hopkins,  John  Grant,  Gideon  Brownfon,  Abiather  Angel, 

Simeon   Smith,  Jofhua  Stanton, Seely,  Jacob  Vorfbo- 

roug,  captains  ;  John  Allen,  — i —  Fuffet, •  Walbridge,  — — 

Deane,  James  Gold, — .  Sill,  Ebenezer  Hide,  Gamaliel  Painter, 

firft-lieutenants  ; 

Ebenezer  Beiumont,  adjutant. 

Resolved,  That  the  prelident  write  to  governor  Cooke,  requeft- 
ing him  to  order  fifty  ihip-carpenters  to  be  engaged,  on  the  beft 
terms,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent,  and  fent  to  general  Schuy- 
ler,  at  Albany,  as  fcon  as  poflible,  in  order  to  build  veffels  for  the 
defence  of  the  lakes. 

The  committee  of  Congrefs,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  the  committee  of  infpection  and 
obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field- 
officers  of  the  five  battalions  of  the  faid  city,  reported,  that  they 
have  had  a  meeting  with  the  committees  and  officers  aforefaid,  and 
have  agreed  to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 
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That  all  the  afiociated  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  (excepting  the 
counties  of  Weftmoreland,  Bedford  and  Northumberland)  who 
can  be  furnilhed  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  be  forthwith  reques- 
ted to  march,  with  the  utmofl  expedition,  to  Trenton,  (except  the 
militia  of  Northampton  county,  who  are  to  march  directly  for  New- 
Brunfwick)  in  New-Jerfey;  and  that  the  faid  militia  continue  in 
fervice,  until  the  flying-camp,  of  tenthoufand  men,  can  be  collected 
to  relieve  them,  unlefs  they  (hall  be  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  militia  march  by  companies  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  : 

That  the  faid  militia  be  taken  into  the  continental  pay,  and  re- 
ceive the  fame  pay,  allowances  and  rations,  as  the  continental  troops, 
from  the  time  they  begin  their  march,  until  they  return  to  their 
refpedYive  homes : 

That  thofe  of  the  three  battalions  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops, 
now  remaining  in  the  province,  be  ordered  to  march  immediately 
for  New-Brunfwick,  in  New-Jerfey  : 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  provide  as  many 
tents  as  they  can  for  faid  militia  ; 

That  the  committees  of  inSpecYion  and  observation,  in  the  Seve- 
ral counties,  furnifh  a  good  kettle  to  every  fix  men,  and  give  all 
the  afliftance  in  their  power,  that  the  faid  militia  be  well  armed 
and  equipped,  and  march  with  the  greateft  expedition  : 

That  the  committees  of  infpeftion  for  the  feveral  counties  of 
Pennfylvania,  be  defired  to  order  fuch  troops  as  they  may  raife  for 
the  flying-camp,  to  be  marched  to  Trenton  ;  the  refolve  of  Con- 
grefs paffed  yefterday  notwithstanding  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions, and  recommend  it  to  the  good  people  of  Pennfylvania,  to 
carry  the  fame  into  execution  with  the  fame  laudable  readinefs, 
which  they  have  hitherto  manifefted  in  Supporting  the  injured  rights 
of  their  country. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Hazlet,  of  the  battalion  in  Delaware  go- 
vernment, be  ordered  to  Station  one  company  at  Lewis-town,  and  to 
march  the  remaining  Seven  to  Wilmington,  and  there  remain  until 
farther  orders  oS  this  CongreSs. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fou- 
thern  department,  while  on  actual  fervice,  receive  four  dollars  a-daye 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Walker,  Efq;  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  Indian  affairs 
in  the  Southern  department,  the  fum  of  869  dollars,  and  Sixty-Seven 
ninetieths,  for  feveral  horfes,  a  waggon  and  geers,  and  expenfes  in 
travelling  2500  miles  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conSider  the  State  oS  Georgia,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  defence  of  Georgia,  there  be  an  addition 
of  two  battalions,  (one  of  them  to  confift  of  riflemen)  to  be  raifed 
on  the  fame  terms  on  which  other  continental  battalions  are  now 
ordered  to  be  raifed  ; 
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That  blank  commiffions  for  the  field-officers  be  fent  to  the  con- 
vention of  Georgia,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as 
the  laid  convention  fhall  judge  proper  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conventions  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety  of  Virginia,  North  and  South-Carolina,  to  permit  the 
raifing  troops,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  -within  their  refpective 
ftates  ;  and,  if  requefled,  to  afford  their  advice  and  affiftance,  with 
regard  to  fuitable  perfons  for  captains  and  fubalterns,  and  that  blank 
commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  : 

That  four  gallies  be  built  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  direction  of  the  convention  of  Georgia,  for  the  farther 
defence  of  the  faid  ftate  : 

And  whereas  the  delegates  of  Georgia  have  reprefented  the  ne- 
eeffity  of  erecting  two  forts,  one  at  Savannah  and  the  other  at  Sunf- 
bury  : 

Resolved^  That  two  companies  of  artillery  be  raifed,  confifting  of 
fifty  men  each,  officers  included,  for  the  purpofe  of  garrifoning 
fuch  forts,  in  cafe  they  fhall  be  erected,  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of 
Georgia  ;  and  that  blank  commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
for  the  officers,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  affembly  or  convention  of  the 
faid  ftate. 

Resolved^  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered,  if  he  fhall 
judge  it  advifeable,  to  order  three  of  the  fulleft  regiment's,  ftationed 
in  Maflachufetts-Bay,  to  be  immediately  marched  to  Ticonderoga  ; 
and  that  an  equal  number  of  the  militia  of  that  ftate,  be  taken  into 
pay,  and  embodied  for  its  defence,  if  the  government  of  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay judge  it  neceffarv. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Coburne,who  has  acted  as  an  affiftant- 
conductor  of  military  ftores  in  Canada,  and  has  produced  certificates 
of  his  having  done  his  duty  in  that  ftation,  be  allowed  lieutenant's 
pay,  from  the  firft  day  of  March  to  firft  day  of  June  laft : 

That  a  chaplain  be  appointed  to  each  regiment  in  the  continental 
army,  and  that  their  allowance  be  encreafed  to  thirty-three  dollars 
and  one-third  of  a  dollar  a-month  : 

That  immediate  fteps  be  taken,  in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  procure 
lead : 

That  the  poft-mafter-general  be  directed  immediately  to  have  ex- 
preffes  eftablifhed  between  this  city  and  New- York,  and  that  gen. 
"Wafhington  be  delired  to  fend  off difpatches  to  Congrefs  every  day  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  forthwith  to  gene- 
ral Lewis,  at  Williamfburgh,  five  tons  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  in  the  fouthern  department,  part  of  which  is  to  be  forwar- 
ded to  South-Carolina: 

That  the  Britifh  officers  and  foldiers  who  are  prifoners,  and  now 
in  New-Jerfey,  be  fent  from  thence  to  the  town  of  York,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  that  the  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New- 
Jerfey,  be  requefted  to  carry  this  refolve  into  execution  ; 
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That  four  companies  of  the  militia  be  directed  to  remain  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  guard  the  continental  ftores  in  that  city. 
The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

nn  CS><si«p- 

SaTurdat,  July  6,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  was  re- 
ceived and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  be  appointed  commifTary,  to 
fupply  with  rations  the  militia  who  are  immediately  to  march  from 
Pennfylvania  to  New-Jerfey,  until  the  commifTary -general  {hall  or- 
der otherwife  : 

That  William  Sherman,  jun.  be  appointed  pay-mafter  of  colonel 
Warner's  regiment : 

That  major  Rogers  be  fent  to  New-Hampfhire,  to  be  difpofed 
of  as  the  government  of  that  ftate  lhall  judge  beft. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Washington  of  the  4th  and  5th  : 

One  of  the  1ft  from  gen.  Schuyler  to  general  Wafhington  ;  and, 

One  of  the  24th  of  June,  from  brigadier-general  Sullivan  to  ge- 
neral Schuyler  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  agents  in  Mafl'achufetts-Bay  and  Rhode- 
Ifland,  be  directed  to  fend  the  arms  taken  out  of  the  Scotch  tranf- 
ports,  to  general  Wafhington,  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  J.  Green  be  for- 
warded to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  fend  for 
fuch  parts  of  the  ftores  therein  mentioned,  as  he  fhall  think  proper. 

Application  being  made  by  William  Kelfay,  who  has  raifed  a 
company  in  New-Jerfey,  for  a  fum  of  money  to  defray  the  expenfes 
of  faid  company  to  New- York, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meafe  advance"  one  month's  pay  to  captain 
Kelfay,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  for  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  in  the  room  of  thofe  abfent  ;  and,  the  bal- 
lots being  taken,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington were  chofen. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Rodney,  and  Mr.  Clark,  be  ad- 
ded to  the  committee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  one 
ton  of  powder  to  the  convention  of  New-York  ;  they  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  collect  and  audit  the  pub- 
lic accounts  of  the  late  general  Montgomery,  and  to  include  his 
pay  and  the  allowance  for  his  table  in  the  adjuftment. 

The  board  of  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  James 
Warren,  Efq;  late  pay-mafter-g«neral  of  the  United  Colonies ; 
whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made,  viz. 

For  affiftants,  from  27th  July,  1775,  to  4th  May,  1776,  the  fun* 
of  276  dollars : 

For  fundry  articles  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  office  in  New- 
York,  3  dollars  and  forty-nine  feventy-two  parts  of  a  dollar  : 

For  horfe-hire  to  William  Wynthrop,  Efq;  and  for  his  atten- 
dance and  expenfes  in  Philadelphia,  100  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Warren  pay  the  balance  in  his  hands  to  Ebe- 
nezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  the  eaftern  de- 
partment. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

IIoNDAr,  July  8,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the  6th 
from  the  convention  of'New-Jerfey,  were  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  four  tons 
of  powder,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cartridge-paper,  to  general 
Mercer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Connolly  was  laid  before  Congrefs, and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  faid  committee,  to  make 
proper  provifion  for  Mrs.  Connolly,  till  farther  order  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  military  affocia- 
tors  of  Philadelphia,  be  directed  not  to  order  captain  Peters  out  of 
the  city,  as  his  fervice  and  attendance  is  neceffary  in  the  war-office. 

Resolved,  That  the  poft-mafters,  while  in  office,  be  excufed  from 
all  military  duty. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  the  convention  of  Maryland,  enclofing 
refolutions  for  raifing  three  thoufand  four  hundred  men  for  the  fly- 
ing-camp, was  received  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Gates  be  informed,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Congrefs  to  give  him  the  command  of  the  troops  whilft 
in  Canada,  but  that  they  had  no  defign  to  veft  him  with  a  fuperior 
command  to  general  ochuyler,  whilft  the  troops  Ihould  be  on  this 
fide  Canada  ;  and  that  the  prelident  Write  to  major-general  Schuy- 
ler and  major-general  Gates,  ftating  this  matter,  and  recommen- 
ding to  them  to  carry  on  the  military  operations  with  harmony,  and 
in  fuch  manner  as  (hall  beft  promote  the  public  fervice  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  having  recommended 
Daniel  Burkhard,  George  Hubley,  Jacob  Bunner  and  Benjamin 
Weifer,  to  be  captains  of  the  four  companies  of  Germans  to  be  rai- 
fed  in  that  ftate, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  commifiions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
tonlideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  vetted  with  difcretionary 
power  to  call  to  his  affiftance,  at  New-York,  fuch  of  the  continen- 
tal regiments  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  as  have  not  already  recei- 
ved orders  to  march  to  Ticonderoga  ;  and  that  the  general  court  of 
that  (late  be  requeued  to  fupply  their  places  with  militia,  if  they 
think  it  expedient  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  have  full  power  to  fupply  both  ar- 
mies, that  upon  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York  ;  and  alio  to 
appoint  and  employ  fuch  perfons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any 
deputy-commiffary,  as  he  fhall  judge  proper  and  expedient  ;  it  be- 
ing absolutely  neceffary,  that  the  fupply  of  both  armies  mould  be 
under  one  direction. 

The  Gongrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  quar- 
"ter-mafter-general  for  the  flying-camp  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Clement  Biddle  was  elected  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  for 
the  flying-camp,  and  for  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jer- 
fey,  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the  election  of  a  de- 
puty mufter-mafter-general  for  the  flying-camp  and  militia  afore- 
faid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  providing  medicines,  be  di- 
rected to  fupply  the  militia,  aforefaid,  with  a  fufheient  quantity  of 
fuitable  medicines. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinental battalions  ;  the  ftate  of  Georgia  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  appoint 
fuitable  places  of  rendezvous  for  the  new  battalions  railing  for 
Ganada,  and  communicate  the  fame  to  the  affemblies  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Connecticut  and  New-York  ;  alfo, 
to  iffue  his  orders  for  fupplying  the  men  with  rations,  tents,  a 
month's  pay  advance,  and  other  neceffaries. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  one  month's 
pay  to  fuch  of  the  militia  as  will  engage  to  ferve  in  the  flying- 
camp. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  contractor,  for  fupplying 
the  Delaware  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  5  th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware 
government,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land and  Delaware. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  July  9,    1776. 
The  board  of  war  brought,  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
federation j  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  Abraham  Sheppard  be  appointed  captaiti, 
Samuel  Finley,  firft-lieutenant, 
William  Killey,  fecond-lieutenant, 
Henry  Bidinger,  third-lieutenant, 
of  the  Virginia  rifle-company  :   and  that  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
be  empowered  to  write  to  the  feveral   county  committees   in  that 
{late,  where   they  think  it    molt  proper  and  probable  for  the  men 
to  be  raifed,  requefting  the  faid  committees  to  recommend   officers 
for   the  appointment  of  Congrefs,   to  fill  up  colonel   Stevenfon's 
regiment  ;  the  officers,  fo  recommended,  to  have  power  immediately 
to  enlift    their  men,  and   commiffions   to  be   fent  them  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  that  7000  dollars  be   paid    into  the  hands  of  colonel 
Stevenfon,  for  bounty-money,  and  other  regimental  expenfes  : 

That  a  farther  fum  of  5000  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
laid  colonel  Stevenfon,  and  2,500  dollars  to  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land, for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regiment  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Palfrey,  late  aid-de-camp  of  general  Wafh- 
ington,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  army. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  mufler-maf- 
ter-general  for  the  flying-camp,  and  militia  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Trenton  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jonathan  B.  Smith  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence,  for 
the  purchafe  of  two  veflels  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Poole  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  twenty  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  William  Poole 
for  his  prefent  fupport,  till  regulations  are  made  for  the  relief  of 
difabled  foldiers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche  be  appointed  chaplin  to 
Congrefs,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  attend  every  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  releafe 
Allen  M'Donald,  of  Kingfborough,  a  prifoner  in  the  gaol  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  his  parole,  and  that,  upon  figning  the  parole,  he  be 
treated  agreeable  to  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  fettle  a  cartel  for 
exchange  of  prifoners  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rifon. 

Resolved,  That  fuch  of  the  militia  as  are  employed  in  making 
gun-locks,  and  fuch  as  are  employed  in  making  cannon,  and  powder, 
be  detained  from  marching  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  five  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  be  a  quorum  to  proceed 
to  bufmefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  the  claims  of  John 
Walker  and  Willie  Jones,  Efqrs;   commiiTioners  for  Indian  affairs 
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in  the  fouthern  department,  were  referred,  reported,  that  there  is 
due, 

To  John  Walker,  Efq;  for  1 39  days  he  was  employed  in  the 
fouthern  department,  at  the  rate  of  4  dollars  a-day,  556  dollars  : 

To  Willie  Jones,  Efq;  for  his  expenfes  attending  Indian  affairs 
at  Salisbury,  and  travelling  to  fundry  places,  250  dollars,  and  for 
95  days  on  duty,  at  4  dollars  a-day,  380  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  Ludwick  Karcher  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesdat,  July    10,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  one  month's  pay  be  advanced  to  the  militia  of 
Pennfylvania,  ordered  to  march  to  Trenton,  the  fame  to  be  paid 
after  the  men  are  muttered : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direded  to  deliver  to  Mr.  C.  Biddle,  the 
deputy  quarter-mafter-general  for  the  flying-camp,  and  militia,  fuch 
tents,  and  other  articles  as  he  has  belonging  to  the  continent,  and 
which  may  be  wanted  for  the  militia  and  flying-camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Lancafter  be  empowered,  and 
directed,  to  keep  a  guard  over  the  prifoners,  in  the  barracks  of  that 
borough,  and  to  furround  the  faid  barracks  with  a  ftockade  fort : 

That  the  privates,  who  are  prifoners  in  the  town  of  Reading-,  be 
removed  to  the  borough  of  Lancafter. 

A  letter  from  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington  on 
the  fubject,  enclofing  Mr.  Anderfon's  letter,  and  that  Mr.  Ander- 
fon be  referred  to  the  general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  houfe,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  ftanding  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  providing  medicines,  be  di- 
rected to  furnifh  Dr.  Allifon  with  a  fet  of  inttruments,  and  that  the 
director-general  fupply  him  with  proper  medicines. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  cartel,  between  brigadier-general 
Arnold  and  captain  Forfter,  and  the  feveral  papers  thereto  relating, 
were  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

That,  having  made  diligent  enquiry  into  the  facts,  they  find, 
that  a  party  of  390  continental  troops,  under  the  command  of  co- 
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lonel  Bedel,  was  ported  at  the  Cedars,  about  forty-three  miles  above 
Montreal ;  that  they  had  there  formed  fome  works  of  defence,  the 
greater  part  of  them  picketed  lines,  the  reft;  a  bread-work  of  earth, 
ivith  two  field-pieces  mounted  : 

That,  on  Wednefday,  the  15th  of  May,"colonel  Bedel  received 
intelligence,  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  confifting  of  about  600  re- 
gulars, Canadians  and  Indians,  were  on  their  way  to  attack  his  poft, 
and  were  then  within  nine  miles  of  it :  that  colonel  Bedel,  thereon, 
fet  out  himfelf  for  Montreal,  to  procure  a  reinforcement  ;  where- 
upon, the  command  at  the  Cedars  devolved  on  major  Butterfield: 

That,  on  Thurfday,  a  reinforcement,  under  the  command  of  ma- 
jor Sherburne,  marched  from  Montreal  for  the  Cedars,  while  a  lar- 
ger detachment  mould  be  getting  ready  to  proceed  thither  with 
brig-adier-general  Arnold  : 

That,  on  Friday  the  lfth,  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Forfter,  inverted  the  poft  at  the  Cedars,  and,  for  two  days,  kept 
up  a  loofe,  Scattering  fire  ;  that  Major  Butterfield  propofed,  from 
the  very  firft,  to  furrender  the  poft,  and  refufed  repeated  folicita- 
tions  from  his  officers  and  men,  to  permit  them  to  fally  out  on 
the  enemy  : 

That,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  a  flag  being  fent  in  by  the  enemy, 
major  Butterfield  agreed  to  furrender  the  fort  and  garrifon  to  cap- 
tain Forfter,  capitulating  with  him,  whether  verbally  or  in  writing- 
does  not  appear,  that  the  garrifon  fhould  not  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  favages,  and  that  their  baggage  fhould  not  be  plundered  : 

That,  at  the  tune  of  the  furrender,  the  enemy  confifted  of  about 
40  regulars,  one  hundred  Canadians,  and  five  hundred  Indians, 
and  no  cannon  ;  the  garrifon  had  fuftained  no  injury  from  their 
Jire,  but  the  having  one  man  wounded  ;  they  had  twenty  rounds  of 
cartridges  a  man,  thirty  rounds  for  one  field-piece,  five  for  another, 
half  a  barrel  of  gun-powder,  fifteen  pounds  of  muiket-ball,  and 
provifions  fufiicient  to  have  lafted  them  twenty  or  thirty  days  : 
major  Butterfield  knew  that  a  reinforcement  was  on  its  way,  and, 
moreover,  was  lb  near  the  main  body  of  the  army,  that  he  could 
not  doubt  of  being  fupported  by  that  : 

That,  immediately  on  the  furrender,  the  garrifon  was  put  into 
the  cuftody  of  the  favages,  who  plundered  them  of  their  baggage, 
and  even  ftripped  them  of  their  clothes  : 

That  major  Sherburne,  having  landed  on  Monday  the  20th,  at 
Quinze  Chenes,  about  nine  miles  from  the  Cedars,  and  marched  on 
with  his  party,  confifting  then  of  one  hundred  men,  to  within  four 
miles  thereof,  was  there  attacked  by  about  five  hundred  of  the 
enemy  :  that  he  maintained  his  ground  about  an  hour,  and  then, 
being  conftrained  to  retreat,  performed  the  fame  in  good  order, 
receiving  and  returning  a  conftant  fire  for  about  forty  minutes  ; 
•when  the  enemy,  finding  means  to  poft  advanced  parties  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  intercept  his  farter  retreat,  they  alfo  were  made  prt- 
foners  of  war  : 

That  they  were  immediately  put  into  the  cuftody  of  the  favages. 
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carried  to  where  major  Butterfield  and  his  party  were,  and  (tripped 
of  their  baggage  and  wearing  apparel  : 

That  two  of  them  were  put  to  death  that  evening,  four  or  five 
others,  at  different  times,  afterwards  ;  one  of  whom  was  of  thofe 
who  furrendered  on  capitulation  at  the  Cedars,  and  was  killed  on 
the  8th  day  after  that  furrender  :  that  one  was  firft  fhot,  and  while 
retaining  life  and  fenfation,  was  roafted,  as  was  related  by  his  com- 
panion, now  in  poffeflion  of  the  favages,  who  himfelf  faw  the  fact ; 
and,  that  feveral  others,  being  worn  down  by  famine  and  cruelty, 
were  left  expo  Ted  in  an  ifland  naked,  and  perifhing  with  cold  and 
hunger : 

That,  while  major  Sherburne  was  in  cuftody  of  the  enemy,  captain 
Forfter  required  of  him,  and  the  other  officers,  to  fign  a  cartel, 
ftipulating  the  exchange  of  themfelves  and  their  men  for  as  many 
of  equal  condition  of  the  Britifh  troops  in  our  poffeifton  :  farther, 
that  notwithftanding  the  exchange,  neither  themfelves  nor  men 
fhould  ever  again  bear  arms  againft  the  Britifh  government  ;  and, 
for  the  performance  of  this,  four  hoftages  were  to  be  delivered, 
which,  they  being  under  the  abfolute  power  of  the  enemy,  did  fign  : 

That  on  Sunday,  the  26th,  the  prifoners  were  carried  to  Quinze 
Chenes,  when  it  was  difcovered  that  general  Arnold  was  approach- 
ing, and  making  dilpofitions  to  attack  them  : 

That  captain  Forfter  having  defired  major  Sherburne  to  attend 
a  flag,  which  he  was  about  to  fend  to  general  Arnold,  for  confir- 
mation of  the  cartel,  carried  him  into  the  council  of  Indians,  then 
fitting,  who  told  him,  that  it  was  a  mercy  never  before  fhewn  in 
their  wars,  that  they  had  put  to  death  fo  few  of  the  prifoners  ; 
but,  that  he  muft  expect,  and  fo  inform  general  Arnold,  that  they 
fhould  certainly  kill  every  man,  who  fhould  thereafter  fall  into 
their  hands  : 

That  captain  Forfter  joined  in  defiring  that  this  bloody  meffage 
fhould  be  delivered  to  general  Arnold  ;  and,  moreover,  that  he 
fhould  be  notified,  that  if  he  rejected  the  cartel,  and  attacked  him, 
every  man  of  the  prifoners  would  be  put  to  inftant  death  : 

That  general  Arnold  was  extremely  averfe  from  entering  into 
any  agreement,  and  was,  at  length,  induced  to  do  it  by  no  other 
motive,  than  that  of  faving  the  prifoners  from  cruel  and  inhuman 
death,  threatened  in  fuch  terms  as  left  no  doubt  it  was  to  be  per- 
petrated, and  that  he  did,  at  length,  conclude  it,  after  feveral  flags 
received  from  captain  Forfter,  and  a  relinquifhment  by  him  of  the 
unequal  article  reftraining  our  foldiers   from  again  bearing  arms  : 

That  the  prifoners,  fo  ftipulated  to  be  given  up  to  the  enemy, 
were  not  in  the  poffeflion  of  general  Arnold,  nor  under  his  direc- 
tion ;  but  were,  at  that  time,  diftributed  in  various  parts  of  the 
continent,  under  the  orders  of  this  houfe  : 

That  four  hoftages  were  accordingly  delivered  to  captain  Forfter, 
who  were  immediately  plundered  and  ftripped  by  the  favages  ;  and, 
on  his  part,  were  delivered,  one  major,  four  captains,  fixteen  fubal- 
terns,  and  three  hundred   and  fifty-five  privates,  as  fpecified  in  a 
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certificate  of  captain  James  Ofgood  and  others,  of  whom  no  fpecifi- 
cation  by  their  names  or  numbers  has  yet  been  tranfmitted  :  that  he 
retained  twelve  Canadians,  alleging,  in  his  juftification,  exprefs 
orders  fo  to  do  ;  and  that,  living  in  a  military  government,  they 
were  to  be  confidered  even  in  a  worfe  light  than  deferters  from  his 
majefty's  armies :  thefe  he  carried  away  in  irons,  but  afterwards  re- 
leafed  :  That  he  permitted  the  Indians  to  carry  into  their  countries, 
feveral  other  natives  of  the  United  States,  for  purpofes  unknown  : 

That,  during  the  time  of  their  captivity,  not  half  food  was  allow- 
ed the  prifoners  :  they  were  continually  infulted,  buffetted,  and  ill 
treated  by  the  favages  ;  and,  when  the  firft  parties  of  them  were 
carried  off  from  the  fliore  to  be  delivered  to  general  Arnold,  balls 
of  mud  were  fired  at  them,  and,    at  the  laft  parties,  muiket-balls. 

The  Congrefs,  taking  into  conhderation  the  foregoing  report, 
came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  all  afts  contrary  to  good  faith,  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, or  the  cuftoms  of  civilized  nations,  done  by  che  officers  or 
foldiers  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  or  by  foreigners  or  favages  taken 
into  his  fervice,  are  to  be  confidered  as  done  by  his  orders,  unlefs 
indemnification  be  made,  in  cafes  which  admit  indemnification,  and, 
in  all  other  cafes,  unlefs  immediate  and  effedtive  meafures  be  taken 
by  him,  or  by  his  officers,  for  bringing  to  condign  punilhment  the 
authors,  abettors  and  perpetrators  of  the  aft  : 

That  the  plundering  the  baggage  of  the  garrifon  at  the  Cedars, 
ftripping  them  of  their  clothes,  and  delivering  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  favages,  was  a  breach  of  the  capitulation  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  for  which  indemnification  ought  to  be  demanded: 

That  the  murder  of  the  prifoners  of  war,  was  a  grofs  and  inhu- 
man violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations  :  that  condign  pu- 
nilhment Ihould  be  inflicted  on  the  authors,  abettors  and  perpe- 
trators of  the  fame  ;  and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  it  be  required, 
that  they  be  delivered  into  our  hands  : 

That  the  agreement  entered  into  by  general  Arnold,  was  a  mere 
fponfion  on  his  part  ;  he  not  being  inverted  with  powers  for  the 
difpofal  of  prifoners  not  in  his  pofTeffion,  nor  under  his  direction  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  is  fubjec!  to  be  ratified  or  annulled,  at  the 
difcretion  of  this  houfe  : 

That  the  fhameful  furrender  of  the  poft  at  the  Cedars,  is  charge- 
able on  the  commanding  officer  :  that  fuch  other  of  the  prifoners, 
as  were  taken  there,  fhewed  a  willingnefs  and  defire  to  fight  the 
enemy  ;  and  that  major  Sherburne  and  the  prifoners  taken  with 
him,  though  their  difparity  of  numbers  was  great,  fought  the  enemy 
bravely  for  a  conliderable  time,  and  furrendered  at  laft,  but  on  ab- 
folute  neceffity  :  on  which  confederation,  and  on  which  alone  it  is 
refolved,  that  the  faid  fponfion  be  ratified  ;  and  that  an  equal 
number  of  captives  from  the  enemy,  of  the  fame  rank  and  condi- 
tion, be  reftored  to  them,  as  ftipulated  by  the  faid  fponfion  : 

That,  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  prifoners  to  be  returned  on 
our  part,  the  Britilh  commander  in  Canada  be  required   to  deliver 
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into  our  hands,  the  authors,  abettors  and  perpetrators  of  the  horrid 
murder  committed  on  the  prifoners,  to  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as 
their  crime  deferves  ;  and  alfo,  to  make  indemnification  for  the 
plunder  at  the  Cedars,  taken  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  capitula- 
tion ;  and  that,  until  fuch  delivery  and  indemnification  be  made, 
the  faid  prifoners  be  not  delivered  : 

That,  if  the  enemy  {hall  commit  any  further  violences,  by  put- 
ting to  death,  torturing,  or  otherwife  ill  treating  the  prifoners  re- 
tained by  them,  or  any  of  the  hoftages  put  into  their  hands,  re- 
courfe  be  had  to  retaliation,  as  the  fole  means  of  flopping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  human  butchery  ;  and  that,  for  that  purpofe,  punifhments 
of  the  fame  kind  and  degree  be  infli&ed  on  an  equal  number  of  the 
captives  from  them  in  our  poffefiion,  till  they  fliall  be  taught  to 
refped  the  violated  rights  of  nations  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  report  and  refolutions  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental  forces,  to  be  by  him 
fent  to  generals  Howe  and  Burgoyne, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July   11,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  9th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  : 

One  of  the  fame  date,  from  the  committee  of  Eafton,  and  three 
from  officers,  prifoners,  defiring  leave  to  come  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  defired  to  report  thereon  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  T.  Matlack  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  C. 
Biddle,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  for  the  flying-camp,  fuch  of 
the  continental  (lores,  in  his  poffefiion,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  laid 
flying-camp. 

The  general  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  to 
be  officers  of  the  two  remaining  rifle-companies  of  colonel  Steven- 
fon's  battalion  at  New-York,  viz. 

Philemon  Griffith,  captain  : 

Thomas  Huffey  Lucket,  firft-lieutenant : 

Adamfon  Tannohill,  fecond-lieutenant  : 

Henry  Hardman,  third-lieutenant  : 

Richard  Davis,  captain  : 

Daniel  Creffap,  firft-lieutenant  : 

Nieman  Tannehill,  fecond-lieutenant : 

Henry  Hardman,  third-lieutenant : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiffions  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  213  dollars  and  one-third,  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  defray 
the  expenfes  of  tranfporting  powder  to  Maryland  ;  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Three   petitions,  one   from   major   Melchior,    one  from    John 
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Doyle,  and  one  from  Benjamin  Flower,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  John  Cox  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  Mr.  Cox 
half  a  ton  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  private  vefTcl  of  war  by 
him  fitted  out. 

A  petition  from  Cox,  Ferman,  and  others,  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read,  together  with  a  memorial  from  the  committee  of 
inipection  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
recommending  their  cafe  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  difpofe  of  the  goods 
mentioned  in  their  petition. 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  five  letters 
of  the  5th  and  6th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  convention  of 
New-Jerfey  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  informing  them, — that,  as  they  have  not  enclofed  to  Con- 
grefs, copies  of  general  Wafliington's  and  brigadier-general  Li- 
vingfton's  letters,  no  judgment  can  be  formed  by  Congrefs,  con- 
cerning the  contents  of  them,  until  copies  are  fent  ; — that  mea- 
fures  are  taking  in  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  for  forming  the 
flying-camp  ; — that,  in  the  mean  while,  the  affociated  militia  are 
marching,  in  great  numbers,  from  Pennfylvania,  for  the  defence  of 
New-Jerfey  ; — that  ammunition  has  been,  and  will  be,  fupplied  by 
this  Congrefs,  for  the  defence  of  New-Jerfey  ; — that,  with  regard 
to  the  pay  of  the  militia,  Congrefs  will  obferve  the  fame  rule,  of 
conduct  towards  New-Jerfey,  as  towards  other  colonies  : 

That  it  be  notified  to  the  convention  of  Virginia,  that  the  Con- 
grefs are  willing  to  take  into  continental  poffemon,  the  forts  at  the 
mouths  of  Wheeling  and  the  Great  Kanhaway,  and  the  fort  at 
Pittfburgh,  now  in  porTefuon  of  that  colony  ;  and  alfo  to  receive, 
on  the  continental  eftablifhment,  the  garrifons  in  thefe  forts,  if 
the  faid  convention  fhall  defire  it. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that,  in  purfuance  of  the  order 
of  Congrefs,  they  have  called  before  them,  divers  of  the  inferior 
officers,  belonging  to  the  fliips  Alfred  and  Columbus,  and  having 
heard  their  complaints  againft  the  captains  Saltonflall  and  Whip- 
ple, in  their  prefence,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  charge  againft  cap- 
tain Saltonflall  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  well  foun- 
ded, and  that  the  charge  againft  captain  Whipple  amounts  to  no- 
thing more  than  a  rough,  indelicate  mode  of  behaviour  to  his  ma- 
rine officers  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  order  the 
captains  Saltonflall  and  Whipple  to  repair  to  their  refpective  com» 
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mands  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  captain  Whipple  to  culti- 
vate harmony  with  hisofficeis. 

Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  commiffioners  to  Canada,  laid  before 
Congrefs  an  account  of  his  expenditures  : 

Resolved,   That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  prefident  acquainted  Congrefs,  that  laft  evening,  informa- 
tion was  given  to  him,  of  a  confpiracy  or  plot  carrying  on  for  li- 
berating the  prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  evil 
defigns  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  and  that  they, 
together  with  the  prefident,  be  directed  to  make  ftri£t  enquiry  into 
the  truth  of  the  matter  ;  and,  if  they  find  the  information  well- 
grounded,  to  take  fuchfteps  as  they  fhall  judge  prudent  and  effec- 
tual, for  defeating  the  machinations  of  the  confpirators  ;  and,  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  to  call  upon  the  brigadier-general,  or  command- 
ing officer  of  the  affociators,  for  the  aid  of  the  military  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Gwin- 
nett, Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Meafe  was  laid  before  Gongrefs  and  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Meafe,  to  enable  him  to  advance  a 
month's  pay  to  the  military  affociators  of  Pennfylvania,  ordered 
into  New-Jerfey,  and  to  thofe  who  engage  to  form  the  flying-camp  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Thomas  Amor,  for  boarding  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum 
of  34§§  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Nelfon,  for  expenfes  of  an  exprefs,  the  fum  of  4-|£ 
dollars  : 

To  Cafper  Miller,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  general  Lee's  guard, 
the  fum  of  33|i  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dundas,  for  rifles  fupplied  colonel  Irwine's  batta- 
lion, the  fnm  of  3 1 3|-|  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
charged  to  faid  battalion  : 

To  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  expenfes  paid  for  the  carriage,  guard, 
Sec.  of  powder,  to  North-Carolina,  the  fum  of  660-|^  dollars  : 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  on  account,  200  dollars  : 

To  William  Trickett,  for  ftationary,  the  fum  of  204|-i-  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  John  Macpherfon,  of 
the  3  1  ft  of  May,  was  referred,  reported, 

That  they  have  examined  Mr.  Macpherfon,  refpecting  the  con- 
tents of  his  letter,  who  alleged,  that  he  had  a  promife  of  being 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  navy,  by  Meffrs. 
Randolph,  Hopkins  and  J.  Rutledge,  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  to 
whom  he  communicated  an  important  fecret,  but  that  he  produced 
no  evidence  in  fupport  of  fuch  allegation  ;  that  they  enquired  of 
Mr.  Hopkins  about  this  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Macpher- 
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fon,  and  that  Mr.  Hopkins  declared  he  recollected  nothing  of  the 
kind  ;    whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  application  and  requeft  of  Mr.  Macpherfon 
is  unreafonable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday  July  12,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  11th,  from  brigadier-general  Woofter  : 

One  from  Mrs.  Connolly,  and 

One  of  the  10th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  : 

Resolved,  That  the  lad  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  8th  of  May  lalt, 
en  the  inftruftions  given  to  commodore  Hopkins,  be  difcharged  ; 
and  that  the  matters  to  them  referred,  be  committed  to  the  marine 
committee,  who  are  inverted  with  the  fame  powers  as  the  commit- 
tee, now  difcharged,  were  at  their  appointment ;  and  that  the  faid 
marine  committee  be  directed  to  proceed  to  enquire,  as  well  how 
far  the  faid  commodore  has  complied  with  the  inftru&ions  given  him 
by  the  naval-committee,  as  into  the  complaints  reported  by  the 
marine-committee  on  the  13th  of  Tune,  to  have  been  exhibited 
againft  him. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  Mr.  Charles 
Walker,  for  the  hire  and  expenfes  of  his  floop  Endeavour,  and  the 
damages  he  has  fuftained,  in  confequence  of  her  being  taken  into 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  brought  from  New-Provi- 
dence to  New-London  by  commodore  Hopkins,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confederation  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  floop  Endeavour  be  reftored  to  the  faid 
Charles  Walker,  with  all  her  ftores  and  materials,  as  fhe  came  from 
fea,  and  now  lies  at  New-London  : 

That  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Charles 
Walker,  for  the  hire  of  her,  and  in  lieu  of  all  lofles,  damages,  pre- 
miums of  infurance,  and  expenfes  whatever  : 

That  the  faid  Charles  Walker  be  permitted  to  inveft  the  balance 
of  the  faid  2000  dollars,  or  what  remains,  after  defraying  his  ex- 
penfes, and  paying  for  the  repairs  of  the  out-fit  of  his  veffel,  in  pro- 
duce, and  export  the  fame. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  articles  of  confederation, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  eighty  copies,  and  no  more,  of  the  confederation,  as 
brought  in  by  the  committee,  be  immediately  printed,  and  depo- 
fited  with  the  fecretary,  who  fhall  deliver  one  copy  to  each  member: 

That  the  printer  be  under  oath  to  deliver  all  the  copies,  which 
he  fhall  print,  together  with  the  copy-fheet  to  the  fecretary,  and 
not  to  difclofe  either  directly  or  indirectly,  tlie  contents  of  the  faid 
confederation. : 

That  no  member  furnifh  any  perfon  with  his  copy,  or  take  any 
fteps  by  which  the  faid  confederation  may  be  re-printed,  and  that 
the  fecretary  be  under  the  like  injunction. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  memo- 
rial of  the  director-general  of  the  American  hofpital,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkinfon  be  added  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  be  empowered  to  employ  an  affif- 
tant-clerk. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  the  account  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  one  of  the  commiffioners  to  Canada,  was  referred,  repor- 
ted, that  there  is  due  to  faid  Dr.  Franklin,  the  fum  of  122 1|~| 
dollars  ;  of  which 

5  60  dollars  to  be  charged  to  brigadier-general  Arnold  : 

124  do.  advanced  to  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  Efq; 

164  do.  and  -ffths,  paid  for  bedding,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  com- 
miffioners, and  which  now  remains  depofited  with  the  commiffaiy 
of  ftor«s  at  Albany,  and 

372  dollars  and  f£ths,  expended  by  Meats.  Franklin  and  J.  Car- 
roll in  their  journey  to,  and  from,  and  in  Canada  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

The  Congrefs  being  called  together  on 

SuNDJr,  July   14,   1776: 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  11th  and  12th, 
■were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafuiers  in  favour  of  C.  Biddle,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  flying-camp  and  militia  ordered  to  New-Jerfey  ; 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  Biddle  be  directed  to  ufe  every  method  to  forward  the 
flour  at  Trenton  to  the  places  where  it  is  wanted  : 

That  he  be  empowered  to  appoint  an  affiftant  : 

That  he  be  directed  to  furniih  tents,  camp-kettles,  and  canteens 
for  an  army  of  20,000  men,  including  fuch  of  thofe  articles  as  he 
has  received  from  Mr.  Meafe  : 

That  he  be  directed  to  employ  one  or  more  armourers  for  the 
army  in  New-Jerfey : 

That  application  be  made  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to 
fupply  all  the  lead  they  poffibly  can  for  the  flying-camp  and  militia  : 

That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  defiring  them  to  fupply  the  flying-camp,  and  militia,  in 
New-Jerfey,  with  as  many  mufket  cartridges,  well  balled,  as  they 
can  poffibly  fpare  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  with  a  quantity  of  powder,  equal  to  that 
fpared  to  the  continent  in  cartridges  : 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  overtake  the  powder-waggons  gone 
to  Virginia,  with  a  letter  to  colonel  F.  Lewis,  defiring  him  to  fend 
in  the  return-waggons,  all  the  lead  he  can  collect  at  Frederickiburgh : 
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That  the  committee,  or  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  be  requef- 
ted  to  fend  to  Philadelphia,  by  the  return  of  the  waggons,  as  much 
of  the  lead  they  now  have  at  Williamfburgh,  as  they  can  fpare,  and 
to  order  from  the  mines  15  or  20  tons  more  of  lead  to  Philadelphia, 
as  foon  as  poffible  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  commanding  officer  in  'New- 
Jerfey,  to  march  fuch  of  the  militia,  and  flying-camp,  to  Brunf- 
wick  or  other  places  in  New-Jerfey,  as  he  may  judge  neceffary, 
and  moft  conducive  to  the  public  fervice  ;  provided  that  this  does 
not  interfere  with  any  prior  directions  of  general  Walhington  : 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted,  im- 
mediately, to  order  to  the  feveral  places  of  their  deftination,  all  the 
Britiih  officers,  prifoners  in  this  city  :  their  wives  not  to  be  deiired 
to  go  until  the  weather  is  more  fuitable  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  Pennfylvania  be  defired  to  iffue 
frefh  orders,  and  exert  himfelf,  to  forward  the  immediate  march  of 
the  militia  to  New-Jerfey  :  The  fervice  requiring  their  being  imme- 
diately embodied,  as  appears  by  the  advices  received  by  exprefs  from 
general  Walhington  : 

That  the  deputy  quarter-mafler-general  be  directed  to  requeft  the 
ufe  of  fome  houfe  of  public  worfhip,  to  cover  the  troops  during  their 
fhort  ftay  in  this  city. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mondat,  July    15,    1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 
One  from  Mr.  J.  Jay,  of  the  6th,  enclofing  a  memorial  from  Sa- 
muel Tredwell  Pell,  of  the  manor  of  Pelham  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  of  the  1 1th  : 
One  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  of  the  13th  ;  and, 
Two  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  the  1 1th,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed  ;  among  which  were  the  following  refolutions  : 
"  In  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
White-Plains,  July  9,  1776. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  reafons  affigned  by  the  conti- 
nental Congrefs  for  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  indepen- 
dent ftates,  are  cogent  and  conclulive  ;  and,  that  while  we  lament 
the  cruel  neceffity  which  has  rendered  that  meafure  unavoidable, 
we  approve  the  fame,  and  will,  at  the  rifque  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
join  with  the  other  colonies  in  fupporting  it. 

Resolved  unanimously,   That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate,   in  the 
Continental  Congrefs,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  con- 
cert and  adopt  all  fuch  meafures  as  they  may  deem  conducive  to 
the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

Robert  Benson,  Secretary." 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  the  convention  of  New- York, 
with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  general's  letters  of  the  10th,  1 1th  and  12th,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 
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Resolved^  That  the  cafe  of  the  officers  ordered  from  New-Jerfey 
to  Pennfylvania,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  laid  officers,  and  their  fer- 
vants  ;  and  to  order  them  to  fuch  places,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  in 
fuch  manner,  as  they  mall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  5  5  dollars  be  paid  to  major  Henry 
Sherburne,  for  his  expenfes  from  the  6th  of  June,  the  time  he  left 
Canada,  to  this  day,  with  a  farther  alloAvance  of  eight  days  expenfes 
to  join  his  regiment. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  board  of  treafu- 
ry,  in  the  room  of  two  who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton  and  Mr.  Reed. 

A  letter  from  an  officer  of  colonel  Hazen's  battalion,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  mifcarri- 
ages  in  Canada. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  captain  James  Rofs  was  received  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  to  give  orders  for  manning  and  fending  to  fea, 
under  convoy,  the  brigantine  Fanny,  captain  Tokely,  which  is  loa- 
ded on  account  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  confift  of  a  member  from  Virgi- 
nia, Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey,  be  appoin- 
ted to  confider  the  propriety  and  means  of  augmenting  the  flying- 
camp  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr. 
Morton,  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Resolved,  That  the  battalion  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern  fron- 
tiers, be  raifed  in  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Bedford,  in  the 
following  proportions,  to  wit :  feven  companies  in  Weftmoreland, 
and  one  company  in  Bedford  : 

That  the  commiffioned  officers  of  the  feveral  companies,  be  ap- 
pointedbythe  committee  of  the  county  in  which  they  are  to  be  railed. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  the  field-of- 
ficers of  the  German  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  a  chief-phyfician  be  appointed  for  the  flying- 
camp,  and  that  his  pay  be  four  dollars  a-day  : 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Doctor  William  Shippen,  jun.  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  a  commiffary 
of  military  ftores,  and  a  deputy  adjutant-general  for  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  Thurfday  morning  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
confederation  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  M'Donald,  fon  of  captain  M'Donald, 
be  liberated  on  his  parole,  and  allowed  to  refide  with  his  father. 
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tary  ftores  for  the  flying-camp  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Ben- 
jamin Flower,  Efq;  was  elected. 

A  letter  from  S.  Chafe,  Efq;  of  the  8  th,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs,  and  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Mentges,  read  the  12th,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  Maryland. 

A  petition  from  captain  Benedict  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  faid  petition  be  fent  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, and  that  he  be  defired  to  order  the  accounts  of  captain  Benedict 
to  be  fettled  and  paid,  or  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  reafons  why 
payment  ought  to  be  withheld. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  empowered  to  employ  a  proper 
perfon  to  manufacture  gun-flints. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JTEDNESDAr,  July  17,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  immediately  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  half  a  ton  of  faltpetre,  to  be  by  him  for- 
warded to  colonel  Moylan,  quarter-mafter-general. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  the  12th,  with 
fundry  papers  enclosed,  which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

One  from  brigadier-general  Woofter  ; 

One,  of  the  11th,  from  Richard  Ellis  ;   and, 

One  of  the  15th,  from  Carpenter  Wharton. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  15,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  of  general  Washington, 
of  the  14th,  was  referred,'brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington,  in  refilling  to  receive  a  let- 
ter faid  to  be  fent  from  lord  Howe,  addrefied  to  "  George  Wafhing- 
ton,Efq;"  acted  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  ftation  ;  and,  therefore, 
this  Congrefs  do  highly  approve  the  fame  ;  and  do  direct,  that  no 
letter  or  meffage  be  received,  on  any  occafion  whatfoever,  from  the 
-enemy,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  others,  the  commanders  of 
the  American  army,  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  directed  to  them  in  the 
characters  they  reflectively  fuftain. 

The  prefident  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  had  been  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  neceflity  of  committing  captain  Gamble  to  prifon,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill-behaviour  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  captain  Gamble,  fmce  he  was  made  prifoner  of  war,  and 
report  fpecially  to  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  of  the  director-general  of  the  American  hof. 
pital  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the' number  of  hofpital-furgeons  and  mates  b'e 
encreafed,  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  furgeon  and  five  mates,  to  every  five  thoufand  men,  to 
be  reduced  when  the  army  is  reduced,  or  when  there  is  no  farther 
occafion  for  fuch  a  number  : 

That  as  many  perfons  be  employed  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  in  qua- 
lity of  ftore-keepers,  Rewards,  managers  and  nurfes,  as  are  neceil'aiy 
for  the  fervice,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the  directors 
of  the  refpective  hofpitals  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  chefts  of  medicines,  and  chirurgical 
inftruments,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be,  in  the  pofleffion 
of  the  regimental  furgeons,  be  fubject  to  the  infpection  and  enqui- 
ry of  the  respective  directors  of  hofpitals  and  the  director-general ; 
and  that  the  faid  regimental  furgeons  fhall,  from  time  to  time, 
when  thereto  required,  render  account  of  the  faid  medicines  and  in- 
ftruments to  the  faid  director,  or,  if  there  be  no  director  in  any  par- 
ticular department,  to  the  director-general :  The  faid  accounts  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  director-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs: 
And  the  medicines  and  inftruments  not  ufed  by  any  regimental 
furgeon,  to  be  returned,  when  the  regiment  is  reduced,  to  the  ref- 
pective directors,  and  an  account  thereof  by  them  rendered  to  the 
director-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs  : 

That  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals,  in  the  feveral  departments, 
and  the  regimental  furgeons,  where  there  is  no  director,  fhall  trans- 
mit to  the  director-general,  regular  returns  of  the  number  of  fur- 
geons' mates,  and  other  officers  employed  under  them,  their  names 
and  pay  :  Alfo,  an  account  of  the  expenfes  and  furniture  of  the 
hofpital  under  their  direction;  and  that  the  director-general  make 
report  of  the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  this  Congrefs  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  and  hofpital-furgeons,  in  the  feve- 
ral departments,  make  weekly  returns  of  the  fick  to  the  refpective 
directors  in  their  departments  : 

That  no  regimental  furgeon  be  allowed  to  draw  upon  the  hofpi- 
tal of  his  department,  for  any  ftores,  except  medicines  and  inftru- 
ments ;  and,  that  when  any  fick  perfon  fhall  require  other  ftores, 
they  fhall  be  received  into  the  faid  hofpital,  and  the  rations  of  the 
faid  fick  perfons  be  flopped,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  the  faid  hofpi- 
tal ;  and,  that  the  directors  of  the  feveral  hofpitals  report  to  the 
commiffary,  the  names  of  the  fick,  when  received  into,  and  when 
difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  and  make  a  like  return  to  the  board 
of  treafury  : 

That  all  extra-expenfes  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and  other  arti- 
cles necefTary  for  the  fervice,  incurred  by  any  regimental  furgeon, 
be  paid  by  the  director  of  that  department,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  commander  thereof  : 

That  no  more  medicines  belonging  to  the  continent  be  difpofed 
of,  till  further  order  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  hofpital-furgeons  be  encreafed  to  one  dollar, 
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tary  flores  for  the  flying-camp  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Ben- 
jamin Flower,  Elq;  was  elected. 

A  letter  from  S.  Chafe,  Efq;  of  the  8th,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs,  and  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Mentges,  read  the  12th,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  Maryland. 

A  petition  from  captain  Benedict  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  faid  petition  be  fent  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, and  that  he  be  defired  to  order  the  accounts  of  captain  Benedict 
to  be  fettled  and  paid,  or  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  reafons  why 
payment  ought  to  be  withheld. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  empowered  to  employ  a  proper 
perfon  to  manufacture  gun-flints. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  July  17,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  immediately  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  half  a  ton  of  faltpetre,  to  be  by  him  for- 
warded to  colonel  Moylan,  quarter-mafter-general. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  the  12th,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

One  from  brigadier-general  Woofter  ; 

One,  of  the  1  lth,  from  Richard  Ellis  ;   and, 

One  of  the  15th,  from  Carpenter  Wharton. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1 5,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton  ;  he  to  be  accountable, 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  of  general  Washington, 
of  the  -14th,  was  referred,'brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington,  in  refufing  to  receive  a  let- 
ter faid  to  be  lent  from  lord  Howe,  addreffed  to  "  George  Wafliing- 
ton, Efq;"  acted  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  Ration  ;  and,  therefore, 
this  Congrefs  do  highly  approve  the  fame  ;  and  do  direct,  that  no 
letter  or  meffage  be  received,  on  any  occafion  whatfoever,  from  the 
enemy,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  others,  the  commanders  of 
the  American  army,  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  directed  to  them  in  the 
characters  they  refpedtively  fuftain. 

The  prefident  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  had  been  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  neceflity  of  committing  captain  Gamble  to  prifon,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill-behaviour  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  captain  Gamble,  fince  he  was  made  prifoner  of  Avar,  and 
report  fpecially  to  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  of  the  director-general  of  the  American  hof- 
pital  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the"  number  of  hofpital-furgeons  and  mates  b'e 
cncreafed,  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  furgeon  and  five  mates,  to  every  five  thoufand  men,  to 
be  reduced  when  the  army  is  reduced,  or  when  there  is  no  farther 
occafion  for  fuch  a  number  : 

That  as  many  perfons  be  employed  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  in  qua- 
lity of  ftore-keepers,  Rewards,  managers  and  nurfes,  as  are  necelVary 
for  the  fervice,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the  directors 
of  the  refpective  hofpitals  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  chefts  of  medicines,  and  chirurgical 
inftruments,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be,  in  the  pofleflion 
of  the  regimental  furgeons,  be  fubject  to  the  infpection  and  enqui- 
ry of  the  refpective  directors  of  hofpitals  and  the  director-general  ; 
and  that  the  faid  regimental  furgeons  (hall,  from  time  to  time, 
when  thereto  required,  render  account  of  the  faid  medicines  and  in- 
ftruments to  the  faid  director,  or,  if  there  be  no  director  in  any  par- 
ticular department,  to  the  director-general :  The  faid  accounts  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  director-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs: 
And  the  medicines  and  inftruments  not  ufed  by  any  regimental 
furgeon,  to  be  returned,  when  the  regiment  is  reduced,  to  the  ref- 
pecYive directors,  and  an  account  thereof  by  them  rendered  to  the 
director-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs : 

That  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals,  in  the  feveral  departments, 
and  the  regimental  furgeons,  where  there  is  no  director,  fhall  tranf- 
mit  to  the  director-general,  regular  returns  of  the  number  of  fur- 
geons' mates,  and  other  officers  employed  under  them,  their  names 
and  pay  :  Alfo,  an  account  of  the  expenfes  and  furniture  of  the 
hofpital  under  their  direction ;  and  that  the  director-general  make 
report  of  the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  this  Congrefs  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  and  hofpital-furgeons,  in  the  feve- 
ral departments,  make  weekly  returns  of  the  fick  to  the  refpective 
directors  in  their  departments  : 

That  no  regimental  furgeon  be  allowed  to  draw  upon  the  hofpi- 
tal of  his  department,  for  any  ftores,  except  medicines  and  inftru- 
ments ;  and,  that  when  any  lick  perfon  fhall  require  other  ftores, 
they  fhall  be  received  into  the  faid  hofpital,  and  the  rations  of  the 
faid  fick  perfons  be  flopped,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  the  faid  hofpi- 
tal ;  and,  that  the  directors  of  the  feveral  hofpitals  report  to  the 
commiffary,  the  names  of  the  fick,  when  received  into,  and  when 
difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  and  make  a  like  return  to  the  board 
of  treafury  : 

That  all  extra-expenfes  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and  other  arti- 
cles neceffary  for  the  fervice,  incurred  by  any  regimental  furgeon, 
be  paid  by  the  director  of  that  department,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  commander  thereof: 

That  no  more  medicines  belonging  to  the  continent  be  difpofed 
of,  till  further  order  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  hofpital-furgeons  be  encreafed  to  one  dollar, 
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and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  by  the  day,  the  pay  of  the  hofpital  mates 
to  one  dollar  by  the  day,  and  the  pay  of  the  hofpital  apothecary, 
to  one  dollar  and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar,  by  the  day  :  And  that 
the  hofpital  furgeons  and  mates  take  rank  of  regimental  furgeons 
and  mates  : 

That  the  director-general,  and  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals, 
be  empowered  to  purchafe,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander 
of  the  refpeclive  departments,  medicines  and  inftruments  for  the 
life  of  their  refpeetive  hofpitals,  and  draw  upon  the  pay-mafter  for 
the  fame,  and  make  report  of  fuch  purchafes  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Haufeigger  be  colonel  : 

George  Strieker,  lieutenant-colonel  : 

Ludewick  Wiltner,  major  of  the  German  battalion  : 

Resolved,  That  another  company  be  added  to  the  German  bat- 
talion : 

That  David  Welper  be  appointed  captain  of  faid  company. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Brady  be  firft-lieutenant,  William 
M'Murray,  fecond-lieutenant,  Henry  Fortney,  third-lieutenant,  of 
captain  Doyle's  independent  rifle  company. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  pay-mafter- 
general,  for  the  flying-camp  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Richard  Dallam,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Smallwood,  from  Maryland,  be  ordered 
to  repair,  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  the  troops  under  his  command, 
to  New- York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  the  general ; 

That  the  general  be  informed,  that  thefe  troops  are  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  part  of  the  two  thoufand,  which  he  was  empowered  to 
call  to  his  affiftance  from  the  flying-camp,  by  the  refolution  paffed 
yefterday. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey,  to  caufe  all  the  flock  on  the  fea-coaft,  which  they 
fhall  apprehend  to  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  to  be  immediately  removed,  and  driven  back  into  the  coun- 
try, to  a  place  of  fecurity. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revife  the 
journals,  and  direct  what  parts  ought  to  be  pnblifhed  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Lynch,  jun.  and  Mr. 
Hopkinfon. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Baptifta  de  Vidal,  of  Canada,  was  prefen- 
ted  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ;  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  character  of  the  petitioner, 
and  all  others  in  fimilar  circumftances  applying  for  relief,  and  re- 
port thereon  to  Congrefs : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufli,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr. 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Morris, 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  refolution,  for  fubje&ing  to  confifca- 
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tion,  the  property  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain, 
and  particularly  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  Weft-Indies,  ta- 
ken on  the  high  leas,  or  between  high  and  low-water  mark. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  houfe  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  be  obferved  : 

1.  So  foon  as  nine  ftates  are  prefent,  that  the  Congrefs  proceed 
to  bufinefs. 

2.  No  member  fhall  depart  from  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  with- 
out permiffion  of  the  Congrefs,  or  order  from  his  conftituents. 

3.  No  member  mall  read  any  printed  paper  in  the  houfe  during 
the  fitting  thereof,  without  leave  of  the  Congrefs. 

4.  When  the  houfe  is  fitting,  no  member  mall  fpeak  to  another,  fo 
as  to  interrupt  any  member  who  may  be  fpeaking  in  the  debate. 

5.  Every  member,  when  he  ipeaks,  fhall  rife  from  his  feat,  and 
addrefs  hirnfelf  to  the  chair,  and  when  he  has  finilhed,  fhall  fit 
down  again. 

6.  No  member  fliall  fpeak  more  than  twice  in  any  one  debate, 
without  leave  of  the  houfe. 

7.  When  two  members  rife  together,  the  prefident  fliall  name 
the  perfon  to  fpeak. 

8.  No  motion  fliall  be  debated,  until  the  fame  be  feconded. 

9.  When  a  motion  fhall  be  made,  and  feconded,  it  fliall  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  if  defired  by  the  prefident  or  any  member,  deli- 
vered in  at  the  table,  and  read  by  the  prefident,  before  the  fame 
fhall  be  allowed  to  be  debated. 

10.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  feconded,  the  matter  of  the 
motion  fliall  receive  a  determination  by  the  queftion,  or  be  laid 
alide,  by  general  confent,  or  poftponed  by  the  previous  queftion, 
before  any  other  motion  be  received. 

11.  If  a  queftion  in  a  debate  contain  more  parts  than  one,  any 
member  may  have  the  fame  divided  into  as  many  queftions  as 
parts. 

12.  No  perfon  fliall  be  appointed  to  any  office  of  profit,  unlefs 
he  fliall  have  the  confent  of  feven  ftates,  nor  fhall  any  ballots  be 
counted,  unlefs  the  perfon,  for  whom  the  ballots  fliall  be  given,  be 
firft  named  to  the  houfe,  before  the  balloting  be  gone  into. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July   18,   1776. 
The  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before  Congrefs  the   creden- 
tials of  a  new  appointment  made  by  their  convention,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

"  In  Convention,  Annapolis,  yuly  4,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the    honorable    Matthew    Tilghman,  Efq;   and 

Thomas   Johnfon,    jun.    William    Paca,    Samuel    Chafe,  Thomas 

Stone,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  and  Robert  Alexander,  Efqrs; 

or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  depu- 
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ties  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  Congrefs,  in  as  full  and  ample  man- 
ner as  the  deputies  of  this  colony  might  have  done  under  any  ap- 
pointment heretofore  made,  until  the  next  convention  {hall  make 
farther  order  therein.     Extract,  from  the  minutes : 

G.  Duvall,  Clerk." 

A  letter  from  general  Wafbington,  of  the  15th,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  ;  alio,  fundry  intercepted  letters  from  lord  Howe 
to  governors  Franklin,  Penn,  Eden,  Dunmore,  Martin  and  Wright, 
together  with  fundry  letters  to  feveral  private  perfons  : 

Resolved,  That  thefe  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  examine  the  private  letters,  and  deli- 
ver to  the  perfons  to  whom  directed,  fuch  of  faid  letters  as  contain 
nothing  but  private  matters  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

A  letter  of  the  17th,  from  general  Walhington,  enclofmg  fun- 
dry difpatches  from  general  Schuyler  ; 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  16th,  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  were 
received,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  the  committee  of  infpection  for  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved*  That  the  fum  of  -2,600  dollars  be  fentto  the  commit- 
tee of  infpection  and  obfervation  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  troops  raffing  in  that  county  for  the  flying-camp  j 
the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  en- 
tered into  with  foreign  ftates  or  kingdoms,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  draught  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  two  thoufand 
dollars,  on  account  of  blankets,  purchafed  by  order  of  Congrefs  for 
the  continental  troops  in  Virginia,  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  faid  E.  Blaine. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed,  that 
the  Congrefs  have  agreed  to  the  failing  of  a  battalion  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Weftmoreland  and  Bedford,  for  the  defence  of  the  weflern- 
frontiers,  and  that  they  be  requefted  immediately  to  recommend 
proper  perfons  to  Congrefs  for  field-officers  for  faid  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  contract  for  the  making  cannon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Heyward. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

— — «aro®«*»' 

Friday;  July    19,    1776. 
Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advancded  to  colonel  Kirmo- 
van  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  for  400  dollars,  on  the  trea- 
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furers,  in  favour  of  David  S.  Franks,  in  full  of  brigadier-general 
I).  Woofer's  draught,  in  his  favour,  on  Jonathan  Trumbull,  dated 
at  Chamblee',  the  30th  of  May,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fubaltern  officers,  of  the  German  battalion, 
do  not  rank  from  the  dates  of  their  commiflions,  but  that  their 
ranks  be  eftablifhed  hereafter  by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  having  recommended 
Frederick  Rowlwagen,  Peter  Boyer,  William  Rice,  and  Jacob  Bow- 
er, for  Erft-Iieutenants  :  George  Shaffer,  George  Hawbecker,  John 
Landenberger,  and  Frederick  Yeifer,  for  fecond-lieutenants  :  John 
Weidman,  Chriftian  Helm,  Chriftian  Godfried  Swartz,  and  Jacob 
Cramer,  for  enfigns  of  the  four  German  companies  raifing  in  Penn- 
fylvania, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiflions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  enquire  into  the 
complaints  of  the  foldiers  under  his  command,  and  give  ftricl  or- 
ders, that  no  higher  price  be  charged  for  the  goods  furnifhed  to 
the  foldiers,  than  thefirft  coft  of  them,  and  live  per  cent,  for  charges : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  prohibiting  any  officer  from 
holding  more  offices  than  one,  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  requefting  him  to 
recommend,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  harmony  between  the  officers 
and  troops  of  the  different  ftates  ;  to  difcountenance  and  fupprefs 
all  provincial  reflexions  and  ungenerous  jealoufies  of  every  kind, 
and  to  promote,  by  every  poflible  means,  difcipline,  order,  and  zeal 
in  the  public  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  haften,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  the  march 
of  the  affociators  into  New-Jerfey,  agreeable  to  a  former  requeft 
of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  be  directed  to  inform 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Maryland  troops,  that  Congrefs  ex- 
pect he  will  immediately  march  with  his  troops  to  New-York. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  fubjecting 
to  confifcation  the  property  of  the  fubjects  of  Great-Britain,  &c. 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  fame  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration on  Monday  next. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjutant- 
general  for  the  flying-camp  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Samuel  Griffin,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Griffin,  as  deputy  adjutant-general,  have 
the  rank  of  colonel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  v 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  lord  Howe  to  Mr. 
Franklin,  Sec.  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  circular  letters,  and  the  declaration 
enclofed  from  lord  Howe  to  Mr.  William  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  lord  Dunmore,  Mr.  Martin  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
which  were  fent  to  Amboy,  by  a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  general  WauYmgton,  be  publilhed  in  the  feveral  gazettes,  that 
the  good  people  of  thefe  United  States  may  be  informed' of  what 
nature  are  the  commiffioners,  and  what  the  terms,  with  expectation 
of  which,  the  infidious  court  of  Britain  has  endeavoured  to  amufe 
and  difarm  them,  and  that  the  few,  who  (till  remain  fufpended  by  a 
hope  founded  either  in  the  juftice  or  moderation  of  their  late  king, 
may  now,  at  length,  be  convinced,  that  the  valour  alone  of  their 
country  is  to  fave  its  liberties. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  comminioners  for  fet- 
tling the  accounts  of  New-York  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  William  Denning,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Mr.  James  Ste- 
venfon,  were  elected. 

A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  general  Lee  at  Charleftown,  enclofmg 
fundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,   That  an  extract  of  general  Lee's  letter  be  publilhed. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  mak- 
ing -cannon,  be  empowered  to  contract  with  MefTrs.  Hughes  for 
one  thoufand  tons  of  cannon,  on  the  terms  by  them  propofed. 

Resolved,  That  the  paper-makers  in  Pennfylvania  be  excufeel 
from  proceeding  with  the  affociators  to  New-Jerfey. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  July  20,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Lee,  with  the  papers  en- 
clofed, which  were  received  and  read  yefterday,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  of  America  be 
given  to  major-general  Lee,  colonel  William  Moultrie,  colonel 
William  Thompfon,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  their 
command,  who,  on  the  28th  of  June  laft,  repulfed,  with  fo  much  va- 
lour, the  attack  which  was  made  that  day  on  the  ftate  of  South- 
Carolina,  by  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  Britannic  majefty  : 

That  Mr.  President  tranfmit  the  foregoing  refolution  to  general 
Lee,  colonel  Moultrie  and  colonel  William  Thompfon. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  Monfieur  Peliffier  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prjfoners,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  fame  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration on  Mondav  next. 
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The  convention  of  Pennfylvania  having  directed  the  common 
prifoners  to  be  removed  from  the  new  gaol  to  the  old,  and  the  faid 
jiew  gaol  to  be  given  up  to  the  Gongrefs  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate-pri- 
foners, 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Jewel  be  appointed  keeper  of  the  faid 
new  gaol,  and  that  lie  take  cuftody  of  the  prisoners  committed  to  his 
charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  treaties  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
members,  under  the  reftricYions  and  regulations  prefcribed  forprint- 
ing  the  plan  of  confederation ;  and  that,  in  the  printed  copy,  the 
names  of  perfons,  places  and  ftates,  be  omitted. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Lewis  be  directed  to  forward 
to  South-Carolina,  the  whole  five  tons  of  powder  fent  to  him  for  the 
ufe  of  Viginia  and  South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  3000  dollars,  part  of  the  10,000  dol- 
lars voted  for  the  commiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  de- 
partment, be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Wilfon,  to  be  by  him  forwarded 
to  the  commiflioners  appointed  to  attend  the  treaty  at  Pittsburgh. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  2 10  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  guard,  who  is  to  efcort  the  prifoners  from  New-Jerfey 
to  the  place  of  their  deftination,  in  order  to  defray  expenfes  ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  lieutenant-colonel  be 
granted  to  Monf.  Jaque  Antoine  de  Fruncheflin,  a  knight  of  the  or- 
der of  St.  Louis,  an  experienced  officer  in  the  French  fervice,  and 
who  is  well  recommended  in  letters  from  abroad  ;  and  that  he  be 
•ordered  to  join  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Senter  be  recommended  to  Dr.  Morgan  ;  who 
is  defired  to  examine  him  ;  and,  if  upon  examination,  he  be  found 
qualified,  to  employ  him  in  the  hofpital  as  a  furgeon. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofmg  fun- 
dry  papers  ;   and, 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  lift  of  the 
cannon  at  New-London,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  for  the  flying-- 
camp,  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  Smallwood,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Maryland  troops,  fuch  necelfaries,  in  his  pofieffion,  belonging 
to  the  continent,  as  the  faid  troops  may  want. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  produced  credentials  of  a  new  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read  as  follows  : 

In  Convention  for  the  State  of  Pennfylvania, 

Saturday,  July  20,  1776. 

The  houfe  met  according  to  adjournment ;  when,  according  td 

the  order  of  the  day,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  election  of 

delegates  to  ferve  in  the  continental  Congrefs  ;  and  chofe,  for  that 

fervice,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  col.  George  Rofs,  George  Clymer, 
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Efq;  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  colonel  James  Wilfon,  John  Morton,  Efq; 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rufh,  col.  James  Smith  and  George  Taylor,  Efq; 
True  extract  from  the  minutes, 

John   Moreis,  Secretary. 
Resolved,  That  colonel  Hazlet  be  ordered  to  march  immediately, 
with  his  battalion,  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  farther  or- 
ders of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  depu- 
ty pay-m after-general  for  Virginia  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  convention  of  Pennfylvania,  having  recommended  gentlemen 
for  field-officers  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence 
of  the  weftern  frontiers,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  ;  when 
Eneas  M'Coy  was  elected  colonel ;    George  Wilfon,  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;  Richard  Butler,  major. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
M'Coy,  for  the  bounty  and  expenfe  of  raifing  faid  battalion  ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

John  Boyd  was  elected  pay-mafter  to  faid  battalion. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  captain  Dundee,  for  his  fubfiftence  to  the    19th  inftant,  and 
for  carriage  of  baggage,  86  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  Beaumont,  to  the  fame  date,  85-ff  dollars : 
To  enfign  M'Cleod,  to  the  20th  inftant,  1 10f£  dollars  : 
To  Finley  Miller,   furgeon's  mate  of  the  26th   regiment,  to  the 
19th  of  July  inftant,  79  dollars : 

To  Arthur  Wadman,  lieutenant  of  the  26th  regiment,  to  the  2 2d 
of  July  inftant,  162f£  dollars  : 

To  James  Gill,  furgeon  of  artillery,  to  the  19th  of  July  inftant, 
74  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Shalek,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  to  the  19th  of  July  in- 
ftant, 74  dollars  : 

To  lieut.  Ibbetfon  Hamar,  to  the  19th  of  July  inft.  40  dollars  : 
To  captain   Heflcet,  for  carriage,  75f£  dollars  ;   and,  that   the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid,  agreeable  to  their  requeft,  to  Peter  Dundee, 
captain  of  the  royal  fuzileers  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Michael  Brecht,  for  provifions  and  atten- 
dance of  fick  foldiers  at  Reading,  the  fum  of  I7|f  dollars  : 

To   Bryan  Lefferty,  a  hoftage    fent  from  Tryon  county,   for  his 
fubfiftence  and  expenfes  thence  to  Philadelphia,  41  j>o  dollars  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  return 
an  anfwer  to  the  letter  he  received  from  lord  Howe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  encreaf- 
ing  the  flying-camp,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confide  ration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Lewis  be  d'n-eded  to  order  two 
battalions  of  continental  troops,  in  Virginia,  to  march,  with  all- 
poflible  difpatch,  to  the  flying-camp,  in  New-Jerfey,  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier-general  Mercer  ;  and,  that,  if  the  governor  and 
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privy-council  of  Virginia  fhall  have  reafon  to  apprehend  an  inva- 
fion  of  that  ftate,  and  mail  call  to  its  defence  an  equal  number  of 
minute-men  or  militia,  the  fame,  while  in  fervice,  mall  be  on  the 
pay  and  fupport  of  the  continent : 

That  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  augment 
their  quota  for  the  flying-camp,  with  four  battalions  of  militia,  and 
the  convention  of  New-Jerfcy  to  raife,  for  the  laid  flying-camp, 
three  battalions  of  militia,  in  addition  to  thofe  formerly  delired  by 
Congrefs,  and  to  fend  the  fame,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  to  the 
faid  flying-camp.  And,  that  thefe  feveral  battalions  be  officered, 
paid  and  provided,  as  directed  by  the  former  relblutions  for  form- 
ing the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  Mr.  Heyman  Levy  order  any  money  to 
be  paid  in  Albany  to  the  deputy  pay-m after-general  for  the  nor- 
thern department,  the  fame  ihall,  upon  advice  of  fuch  money  fo 
paid,  be  repaid  to  him  or  his  order  in  Philadelphia. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  July  22,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  and  one 
of  the  19th,  from  Ephraim  Anderfon,  and  a  petition  from  Levy 
Allen,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  received  and 
read  on  Saturday  laft,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee refpedYmg  an  exchange  of  prifoners  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  in  each  department  be 
empowered  to  negociate  an  exchange  of  prifoners  in  the  following 
manner  :  one  continental  officer  for  one  of  the  enemy  of  equal  rank, 
either  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  foldier  for  foldier,  failor  for  failor, 
and  one  citizen  for  another  citizen  : 

That  each  ftate  hath  a  right  to  make  any  exchange  they  think 
proper  for  prifoners  taken  from  them  or  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  commanders  in  chief,  in  each  depart- 
ment be  directed  to  exchange  any  officer  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  now 
a  prifoner  in  any  of  thefe  ftates,  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel, 
for  colonel  Eathan  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  the  perfons  t?.ken  prifoners  with  colonel  Eathan 
Allen,  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  as  thofe  in  the  continental 
fervice,  and  exchanged  accordingly,  as  opportunity  prefents. 

The  Congrefs  refumedthe  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  fame  was  difa- 
greed  to. 

The  committe  appointed  to  contract  with  MefTrs.  Hughes  for 
one  thoufand  tons  of  cannon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  re- 
reported,  that  they  have  executed  the  contract,  in  which  is  a  cove- 
nant to  advance  the  faid  MefTrs.  Hughes  8000  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  8000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
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furers,  in    favour  of  Daniel   and  Samuel  Hughes  ;  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed  to  make  imme- 
diate preparation  for  ftriking  a  farther  fum  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  bills  of  credit. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Joy  have  liberty  to  employ  eight  of  the 
prifoners  in  the  calling  of  cannon. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  examined  the 
account  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter  for  preferving  the  peace  of 
the  borough,  keeping  the  prifoners  in  order,  and  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  magazines,  and  find,  that  there  is  due,  for  the  pay  of  the 
guard,  as  follows: 

39  days  to  captains,  at  26  dollars  and  |ds  per  month,  34  dollars 
and  l^-ths  : 

76  days  to   lieutenants,  at  18  dollars  per   month,  45  dollars  and 
i-^ths  : 

27  days  to  enfigns,  at  13  dollars  and  i  per  month,  12  dollars  : 

143  days   to  ferjeants,  at  8  dollars  per   month,  38    dollars  and 
ffths  : 

42  I  dollars  to  corporals,  fifes  and  drums,  at  7  dollars  and  -id  per 
month,  102  dollars  and  f^ths  : 
1470  days  to  privates,  at  6  dollars  and-|ds  per  month,  326  dollars 
and  f^ths  ;   the  whole  amounting  to  559  dollars  and  f^ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Ccngrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  re  fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them 
referred  ;  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  the  following  gen- 
tlemen for  officers  of  the  Rawleigh,  namely, 

Peter  Shores,  John  Wheelwright,  Jofiah  Shackford,  lieutenants  ; 
George  Jerry  Ofborne,  captain  of  marines  ;  Stephen  Meads,  firfl- 
lieutenant  ;   Nathaniel  Thwing,  fecond-lieutenant, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be  gran- 
ted them  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  July  23,    1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  received,  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  21ft  and  22d,  with  three 
papers  enclofed  in  the  latter: 

One  of  the  16th  from  p;overnor  Cooke  : 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  of  the  20th  and  22d,  with 
two  papers  enclofed  in  the  latter. 
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Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and  briga- 
dier-general Mercer,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  cartel  en- 
tered into  between  brigadier-general  Arnold  and  captain  Foifter, 
and  the  refolutions  pafied  thereon,  be  publimed. 

Resolved,  That  twenty  dollars  be  advanced  to  Ifaac  Manes,  a 
wounded  foldier  of  captain  Cheefeman's  company,  and  that  he  be 
fent  to  the  general  hofpital. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  they  have  heard  and  conndered 
the  matters  alleged  againft  the  arrangement  made  in  the  regiment 
ordered  to  be  raifed  under  colonel  Du  Boys,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  no  good  purpofe  would  be  anfwered  by  making  any  alteration 
therein  ;  and,  although  many  worthy  officers  who  ferved  in  Cana- 
da are  yet  unemployed,  the  board  can  only  lament  that  they  are 
not  in  the  fervice  ;  but  hope  fomething  will,  in  future,  turn  up,  to 
enable  Congrefs  to  place  them  in  ftations  equal  to  their  merit  : 

The  fame  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  remainder  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  the  Con- 
grefs came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  general  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  have  fuch. 
an  entire  confidence  in  his  judgment,  that  they  will  give  him  no 
particular  directions  about  the  difpofition  of  the  troops,  but  defire 
that  he  will  difpofe  of  thofe  at  New- York,  the  flying-camp  and  Ti- 
conderoga,  as  to  him  (hall  feem  moft  conducive  to  the  public  good  : 

That  the  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Wafhington's  having  lent 
to  the  convention  of  New-York,  the  fum  of  money  mentioned  in 
his  letter  of  the  19th  inftant : 

That  Monf.  St.  Martin  be  appointed  an  engineer,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  to  New- 
York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  David  Griffith  be  appointed  to  the  ftations 
of  chaplain  and  furgeon  in  the  third  Virginia  battalion,  he  being 
a  perfon  of  uncommon  merit,  and  there  being  very  few  furgeons  of 
abilities  who  will  enter  the  army  in  that  ftate  :  This  appointment 
not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent : 

That  Mr.  Griffith  draw  pay  in  both  thefe  capacities,  for  the 
time  he  has  ferved  in  the  regiment. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  Is  due, 

To  Dennis  Lefferty,  for  26  weeks'  board,  the  fum  of  52  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack  : 

To  William  White,  for  boarding  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum 
of  40§£  dollars  : 

To  Gee  r  >;e  Haas,  for  carrying  money  to  New-York,  the  fum 
of  26M-  dollars  : 

To  William  Bradford,  for  the  expenfe  of  a  guard  efcorting 
money  to  New- York,  the  fum  of  88|-J  dollars  : 

To  Rachel  Evans,  for  boarding  a  lick  foldier,  the  fum  of  3  dollars  : 

To  R^b^rt  Owen,  jun.  for  provifions  furnithed  feveral  rifle  com- 
panies, 64||  dollars  : 
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To  Peter  Grofels,  for  provifions  to  feveral  rifle  companies,  the 
fum  of  6 14%  Hollars,  and  that  this  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert 
Owen,  jun. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  haften  the  march  of  the  troops,  the 
feveral  committees  of  Lancafter,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks  and 
Northampton  counties,  in  Pennfylvania,  be  empowered  to  mufter 
the  troops  that  {hall  march  from  their  respective  counties,  and  to 
draw  for  one  month's  pay  on  Mr.  James  Meafe,  and  that  they  cer- 
tify the  mutter-rolls,  and  fend  to  the  pay-mafter,  the  receipts  for  the 
monies  that  fnall  be  fo  advanced. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  treafury,  in 
the  room  of  one  abfent  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Clymer. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  considera- 
tion the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  preii- 
dent  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration  the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Chefter  county,  in 
Pennfylvania,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read,  praying,  that 
John  Griffith,  a  foldier  in  the  continental  army,  an  experienced 
artificer  in  making  and  dreffing  fullers'  {hears,  may  be  releafed 
from  the  army,  and  ordered  to  return  home  to  follow  his  trade  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  fundry  Canadians  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Canada  committee. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Richard  Palmes  to 
be  captain  of  marines, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  gran- 
ted to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  Jirfy  24,    1776. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  William  Allen  Avas  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  commillion  : 

Resolved,   That  leave  be  granted. 

The  marine  committee  having-  recommended  Benjamin  Thomp- 
fon  to  be  a  lieutenant  of  marines  in  captain  Palrnes's  company, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commilhon  be  granted 
to  him  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  journals, 
be  empowered  to  employ  a  proper  perfon  to  make  an  index  thereto. 
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The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  the  pay  of  brigadier-gene- 
ral  Woofter,  commencing  the  22d  day  of  June,  1775,  and  calcu- 
lated to  the  22d  day  of  July,  1776,  being  thirteen  months,  at  125 
dollars  per  month,  amounts  to  1625  dollars  ;  out  of  which  is  to  be 
deducted  173  dollars  and  |-|  parts  of  a  dollar,  paid  him  by  John 
Window,  Efq;  the  pay-mafter  ;  the  refidue  due  to  the  general  is 
145  1  dollars  and  4|  parts  of  a  dollar  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
Robert  Johnfon,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  pay  on  the  fettlement  of 
his  account. 

A  petition  from  George  Kills  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  confifcating  the  property 
of  the  fubjefls  of  Great-Britain  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  refolutions  of  this  Congrefs,  paffed  on  the 
23d  clay  of  March  laft,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  Ajjril  laft,  relating  to 
fhips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  all 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or  in- 
habitants of  Great-Britain,  taken  on  the  high  feas,  or  between  high 
and  low  water  mark,  be  extended  to  all  {hips  and  other  veffels,  their 
tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  to  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dizes, belonging  to  any  fubject  or  fubjects  of  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  except  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bermudas,  and  Providence 
or  Bahama  iflands. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  regiment  of  rangers,  now  in  the  pay  of  the 
ftate  of  South-Carolina,  be  placed  upon  continental  eftablimment, 
and  that  it  cbnfift  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  commandant,  a  major, 
10  captains,  20  lieutenants,  a  furgeon,  a  pay-mafter,  20  ferjeants, 
and  500  privates  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  of  rangers, 
be  the  fame  as  that  of  a  colonel  of  foot  ;  the  major's  pay,  that  of 
a  lieutenant-colonel ;  the  captain's,  that  of  a  major ;  the  lieutenant'Sj 
that  of  a  captain;  and  the  ferjeant's,  that  of  an  enfign  of  foot  of  the 
continental  forces:  That  the  furgeon  be  allowed  33  dollars  and 
•|d  a-month  ;  the  pay-mafter  26  dollars  and  -|ds  ;  and  the  privates 
12  dollars  and  -|  per  month,  to  provide  themfelves  with  horfes, 
guns,  and  provilions,  for  themfelves  and  horfes: 

That  the  faid  rangers  be  liable  to  act  on  horfeback,  or  foot,  as 
occafion  may  require  : 

That  the  like  number  of  rangers  be  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia, 
and  put  upon  continental  eftablifhment  : 

That  thefe  be  entitled  to  the  fame  pay,  and  fubjecl  to  the  fame 
duties,  as  the  Carolina  rangers : 

That  the  rangers,  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  be  fub- 
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jedl  to  the  articles  formed  by  the  convention  of  that  ftate,  for  the 
government  of  the  forces  raifed  therein. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Knox's  plan,  for  raifing  another  battalion 
of  artillery,  be  approved,  and  carried  into  execution,  as  foon  as 
pofiible  : 

That  general  Waihington  be  defined  to  recommend  proper  offi- 
cers to  compofe  this  corps. 

Resolved,  That  general  Waihington  be  empowered  to  agree  to 
the  exchange  of  governor  Skene  for  Mr.  James  Lovell : 

That  general  Waihington  be  authorized  to  take  into  continen- 
tal pay,  the  horfe  propofed  by  Mr.  Lary,  upon  the  terms  by  him 
mentioned. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  gold 
and  filver  coins  be  recommitted  : 

That  Mr.  JefFerfon  be  added  to  that  committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration,  and  report  their  opinion,  on  the  propofal  made  by 
the  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  and  communicated  to  the  houfe  by 
a  delegate  of  that  ftate,  refpecVing  general  Lee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge  and  Mr. 
Hall. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration,  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  farther  pro- 
grefs  in  the  matter  to  them  referred  ;  but,  not  having  finilhed,  de- 
iire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confi- 
deration, the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  letter  from  general  Waihington,  of  the  23d,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enciofed,  among  which  was,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fraefh  to  lord 
Stirling;   alfo, 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina,  being  re- 
ceived and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Fraefh,  to  lord  Stirling,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  contradl  for  cafting  cannon  ; 

That  the  general's  letter,  with  the  other  papers  enciofed,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  25,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Jacque 
Antoine  de  Francheilin  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Paribus,  of  Lyme,  in  Connecti- 
cut, was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Wilfonj  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man. 
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A  memorial  from  fundry  officers  who  ferved  in  Canada,  and  are 
now  unemployed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 
Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration,  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation  ;  after  fome.  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made 
farther  progrefs  in  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion ;  but,  not  having  gone  through,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  governor  Trumbull,  to  the  general  ;  alfo, 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  the  19th,  with  fundry  de- 
pofuions  ;  and, 

One  of  the  16th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Francis  Gurney,  for  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  others,  efcort- 
ing  money  to  Cambridge,  in  February  laft,  the  fum  of  162  dollars 
and  liiths,  over  and  befide  the  monies  advanced  to  him  : 

To  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  for  the  expenfes  of  an  exprefs  paid  by 
him,  the  fum  of  20  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  boarding  prifoners  of  ftate,  437  dollars 
and  ■§•  |ths  : 

To  David  Lennox,  for  expenfes  in  going  after  deferters,  the  fum 
of  3 1  dollars  and  f-|ths,  to  be  paid  to  David  Sproat  : 

To  William  Trickett,  for  ftationary,  the  fum  of  43  dollars  and 
-7^-ths  • 

9  0 

To  Philip  Nolan,  for  ferriages  of  general  Lee's  guards,  4  dollars 
and  if ths, 

To  Elizabeth  Slaving-,  for  boarding  and  nurfing  a  fick  foldier, 
4  dollars  : 

To  J.  Piling,  for  chairs  for  the  war-office,  the  fum  of  12  dollars  : 

To  John  Kerling,  for  provifions  for  general  Lee's  guards,  4  dol- 
lars and  f-^ths  : 

To  Ifaac  Cooper,  for  his  attendance  as  a  guard  over  powder,  the 
fum  of  1 1  dollars  : 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  fo  neceffaries  furnifhed  the  prifoners  at 
Trenton,  the  fum  of  47  dollars  and  f£ths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles,  the  fum  of  98  dollars  and  f£ths : 

To  Elijah  Bennet,  poft-rider,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
from  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  to  various  places,  the  fum  of  133  1 
dollars  and  f^ths,  deducting  819  dollars  and  ffths,  which  he  has 
received  from  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  the  balance  being  5  1 1  dol- 
lars and  |4ths  : 

To  Michael  Philips,  employed  by  brigadier-general  Woofter  in 
making  fundry  repairs  in  the  citadel  and  hofpital  in  Montreal,  cart- 
ing, kc.  397  dollars  and  -M-ths,  dedu&ing  the  fum  of  96  dollars  and 
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■^g-ths,  which  he  received  from  major  Nicholfon,  the  balance  being 
301  dollars  and  f-fths  : 

To  James  Budden,  for  the  expenfe  of  a  detachment  of  the  troop 
of  light-horfe  efcorting  300,000  dollars  to  New-York,  the  fum  of 
28  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration,  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,   July  26,    1776.    . 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  commiffioners  to  li- 
quidate and  fettle  the  accounts  in  the  northern  department  ;  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  James  Milligan,  Mr.  John  Carter,  ^Mr.  Wells  were  elefted. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  the  account 
of  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  with  the  balance  due  to  them  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  fubftance  of  the  conference  between  general 
Walhington  and  adjutant-general  Patterfon,  which  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Congrefs  by  general  Walhington,  be  publilhed. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  repor- 
ted, that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs  ;  but,  not  hav- 
ing concluded,  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confidera? 
tion  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea-? 
furers  in  favour  of  Dr.  W.  Shippen  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  July  29,    1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  22d,  25th  and  27th  ; 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  17th,  and  one  from  general 
Gates,  of  the  16th  ; 

One,  of  the  25th,  from  J.  Reed,  adjutant-general ;  and  one  from 
brigadier-general  Mercer,  of  the  26th: 

One,  of  the  20th,  from  governor  Trumbull  : 

One,  of  the  25th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  and  one 
from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  : 

One  from  Monf.  Kirmovan,  engineer,  with  a  plan  and  draughts  ; 
and  one,  in  Latin,  without  fignature  : 

Alfo  two  petitions,  one  from  George  Nicholfon,  and  one  from 
James  Livingfton, 
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Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  appoint 
another  aid-de-camp  : 

That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  general  Schuyler,  and 
general  Gates,  and  the  letter  from  Monf.  Kirmovan,be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  augmenting  the  flying- 
camp  ;  and,  that  Mr.  Clark  be  added  to  the  laid  committee  : 

That  the  letter  from  the  adjutant-general  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  revife  the  articles  of  war  : 

That  the  petition  of  James  Nicholibn  be  referred  to  the  com- 
miffioners  who  went  to  Canada  : 

That  the  petition  from  George  Nicholfon  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Canada  affairs  : 

That  the  Latin  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  47  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers,  in  favour  of  Jonah  FiiTenden,  in  full  for  fervice,  expenfes,  and 
horfe-hire. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  was  received 
and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  order  the 
regiment,  lately  raifed  in  Connecticut,  under  the  command  of  colo- 
nel Ward,  wherefoever  he  fhall  think  the  fervice  requires  it  : 

That  Monf.  Jean  Artur  de  Virmonet,  who  appears  to  be  a  young 
gentleman  of  merit,  and  has  held  a  lieutenant's  commiflion  in  the 
fervice  of  France,  be  appointed  a  brevet  captain  ;  and  that  Monf. 
Marie  Fidel  Dorre  be  lent  as  a  volunteer,  to  be  employed  by  ge- 
neral Wafhington  as  he  fhall  think  proper  : 

That  Monf.  Chriftopher  Pellifer,  who  has  fufFered  confiderably  by 
Warmly  efpoufing  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  caufe  of  Ameri- 
ca, in  Canada,  be  appointed  an  engineer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  pay  of  60  dollars  a-month,  and  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;   and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  to  New-York  : 

That  the  returns  of  colonel  Elmore's  regiment,  made  into  the  war- 
office  by  brigadier-general  Woofter,  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafh- 
ington, with  blank  commiffions  for  the  officers  :  And  that  general 
Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  the  faid  regiment  to  join  him,  and 
that  he  fill  up  the  faid  commiffions,  with  the  names  of  fuch  officers 
as  appear  with  their  refpedlive  companies  in  the  faid  regiment. 

That  John  Brown  be  commiilioned  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
that  Robert  Cockran,  now  acting  as  eldeft  captain  in  the  faid  regi- 
ment, be  commiflioned  as  major  of  the  fame,  in  the  room  of  major 
J.  Curtis,  deceafed. 

Resolved,  That  a  lieutenant-colonel  be  appointed  for  the  fecond 
Pennfylvania  battalion,  in  the  room  of  W.  Allen,  who  has  refigned  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Jofeph  Wood,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Gongrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
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take  into  their  confideration,  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  af- 
ter fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  articles 
of  confederation  ;  but,  not  having  finifhed,  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Morris  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read. 

The  committee  on  fpies  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  gaoler  be  dire&ed  to  allow  the  prifoners, 
from  North-Carolina,  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  yard,  under  the 
infpedtion  of  the  guard,  provided  it  may  be  done  with  fafety. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  >■ 

,     Tuesday,  July  30,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  28th,  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read,  re  quelling  fix  light-horfe  may  be  fent  to 
him  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  S.  Morris,  Efq;  captain 
of  the  light-horfe,  and  requeft  him  to  fend  fix  of  his  company  to 
brigadier-general  Mercer. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  by  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of  South- 
Carolina,  that  the  Cherokees  have  commenced  hoftilities  againfl 
that  ftate,  and  that  he  has  ordered  a  body  of  men  to  march  againfl 
them,  and  has  applied  for  alhftance  to  the  neighbouring  ftates  of 
North-Carolina  and  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ftates  of  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  afford  all  neceffary  afhflance  to 
the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  and  co-operate,  with  that  ftate,  in  pro- 
fecuting  the  war  againfl  the  Indians  with  the  utmofl  vigour  ; 

That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virgi- 
nia, the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina,  and  the  prefident  of 
Georgia,  relative  to  the  above  fubje&s. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Lynch. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  nufcarriages  in  Canada, 
wherein  they  reprefent,  as  their  opinion, 

"  That  the  fhort  enliftments  of  the  continental  troops,  in  Cana- 
da, have  been  one  great  caufe  of  the  mifcarriages  there,  by  render- 
ing unliable  the  number  of  men  engaged  in  military  enterprizes, 
by  making  them  diforderly  and  difobedient  to  their  officers,  and 
by  precipitating  the  commanding  officers  into  meafures,  which  their 
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prudence  might  have  poftponed,  could  they  have  relied  on  a  longer 
continuance  of  their  troops  in  fervice  : 

"  That  the  want  of  hard  money  has  been  one  other  great  fource 
of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  rendering  the  Supplies  of  necefiaries 
difficult  and  precarious,  the  eftablifhment  of  proper  magazines  ab- 
folutely  impracticable,  and  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  little  ufe  to 
them  : 

"  That  a  Still  greater,  and  more  fatal,  fource  of  misfortunes  has 
been,  the  prevalence  of  the  fmall-pox  in  that  army  ;  a  great  pro- 
portion whereof  has  thereby  been  ufually  kept  unfit  for  duty." 

With  this,  Congrefs  concurred. 

On  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report,  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutions  : 

That  colonel  Beadle  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  leaving  his 
command  at  the  Cedars,  and  for  declining  to  return  to  the  fame 
with  major  Sherburne's  reinforcement  : 

That  major  Butterfield  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  furren- 
dering  to  the  enemy  the  poft  at  the  Cedars,  and  alfo  fuch  other 
officers  as  were  with  him,  and  confented  to  that  Surrender. 

The  faid  committee  having  farther  reported,  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  enquiries,  they  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  general  Pref- 
cott's  baggage  was  plundered  by  fome  licentious  perfons,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  faith  of  the  capitulation  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  make  Stridl  enquiry 
into  the^  fame,  that  the  perSon  guilty  thereof  may  receive  due  pu- 
nifhment,  and  ample  indemnification  be  made  to  general  Prefcott. 

That  colonel  Beadle,  Doctor  Fay,  and  lieutenant  Houfe,  be 
Subjected  to  this  enquiry. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  petitions  of  col.  Eafton  and  major 
Brown,  as  prays,  that  the  charges  againft  them,  of  having  been  con- 
cerned in  plundering  the  officers'  baggage,  taken  at  Sorrel,  be  Sub- 
mitted  to  a  court  of  enquiry,  is  reafonable,  and  that  general  Schuy- 
ler be  defired  to  order  courts  of  enquiry  on  them  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Resolved,  That  general  Montgomery's  promife  to  give  to  the 
troops  concerned  in  taking  the  veffels  on  the  Sorrel,  "  all  the  public 
ftores,  except  ammunition  and  provisions,  on  board  thereoS,"  be  con- 
firmed ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  cauSe  an  enquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  particulars  and  value  oS  the  Said  public  Stores, 
(ammunition  and  proviSion  excepted)  and  to  certiSy  the  Same  to 
Congrefs,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  entitled  thereto: 

That  So  much  of  major  Brown's  petition,  as  prays,  that  an  al- 
lowance be  made  to  him  for  extraordinary  fervices,  be  referred  to 
general  Schuyler,  Avho  is  deSired  to  certify  to  Congrefs,  whether 
any  and  what  reward  may,  with  juftice,  be  demanded  by  him  : 

That  major  Brown's  accounts  be  Settled  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  adjuSt  accounts  in  the  northern  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  proceeding 
on  fo  much  of  the  petition  of  colonel  Eafton,  as  prays  a  continu- 
ance of  his  rank  and  pay,  and  So  much  of  major  Brown's  petition^ 
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as  prays    an  examination  into  his  rank  and  pay,  and  that  they  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
colonel  Hazen,  who  is  charged  with  having  beaten  and  ill  treated 
Francois  Guillot  de  la  Rofe,  a  continental  captain  of  Canadian 
militia,  and  alfo  to  have  ill  treated  Charles  Robert  de  la  Fontaine, 
a  Canadian,  at  Chamble,  and  put  luch  conduct  into  a  proper  chan- 
nel for  trial  and  punifhment : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  whenever  the  pay 
of  officers  .or  foldiers  is  ftopped,  on  account  of  any  charge  againft 
them,  to  have  luch  charge  determined  by  trial  as  fyeedily  as  pof- 
fible,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  of  juftice. 

Resolved^  That  general  Woofter  acted  properly  in  flopping  the 
goods  of  Bernard  and  Wadden,  who  were  carrying  the  fame,  with- 
out permifhon, 'to  the  Indians  in  the  upper  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again,  and  that 
they  be  inftructed  to  enquire  in  what  manner  the  goods  of  Bernard 
and  Wadden  were  difpofed  of. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
three  rifle  companies,  now  in  town  from  Lancafter,  with  1 1  lb.  of 
powder  and  44  lb.  of  lead. 

Resolved,  That  500,000 dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-m after-general : 

That  60,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy  pay-mafter- 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying-camp. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk,  or  affiftant,  to  the 
auditor-general  ;  when, 

William  Govet  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  William  Govet  be  allowed  the  falary  of  533  dol- 
lars and  -|d  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  all  public  claims  and  accounts,  that  are,  at  this 
time,  unfettled,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  and  that 
the  committee  of  claims  be  difcharged  from  proceeding  further 
upon  any  claims  or  accounts  ;  and  that  all  the  books  and  papers, 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  claims,  be  delivered  to  the  audi- 
tor-general. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  the  17th  of  January  laft,  allow- 
ing to  officers  1  dollar  and  *d  for  every  man  they  enlift,  be  exten- 
ded to  officers  who  enlift  for  the  new  army  for  three  years  : 

That  gen.  Mercer's  letter,  relative  to  the  building  of  boats,  be 
referred  to  gen.  Wafhington,  with  direction  to  give  fuch  orders 
therein  as  lie  (hall  judge  neceffary  ;  and  that  he  be  defired  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  Ihipwrights,  and  other  artifices  now  in  the  flying-camp  : 

That  general  Mercer  be  allowed  a  fecretary  while  he  has  a  fc- 
parate  command  : 

That  a  number  of  4  and  6  pounders,  not  exceeding  ten  of  each, 
be  immediately  lent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  mounted  on  the  works 
he  is  now  erecting  ;  and  that  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylva- 
hia  be  requeued  to  forward  them  to  Amboy,  in  New-Jerfey  : 
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That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Schuyler's  intention  to  pub- 
lifh  fuch  parts  of  the  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  difpel  the  apprehenfions  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  : 

That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment, be  inftru&ed  to  thank  Cayafhuta,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
council-fire,  for  his  friendly  conduit  at  Niagara,  communicated  by 
Peter  Richman  (whole  Indian  name  is  Queda)  and  to  inform  him, 
that  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  Congrefs  to  receive  a  vifit  from 
him. 

A  letter  of  the  29th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  and  one  from  the 
council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  gov. 
Cooke,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  being  received,  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  firft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  received  from 
general  Wafhington  : 

Ordered,  That  they  return  an  anfwer. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that 
the  committee,  not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  July  31,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Meafe  ;  he 
to  be  accountable  ; 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direded  to  pay  John  Pollock  2666  dol- 
lars and  |ds,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
committee  of  infpection  of  Cumberland,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  provide, 
and  fend  forward,  fuch  a  quantity  of  medicines  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  hofpital  in  the  northern  army  ; 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dire&ed  to  procure  and  forward 
fuch  a  quantity  of  medicines  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  hofpital 
in  the   fouthern  department. 

The  board  of  Avar  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  five  tons  of  mufket-powder  be  fent  immediately 
to  general  Wafhington  at  New-York  ; 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  furnifh  with  rations, 
and  the  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  be  ordered  to  pay,  any  militia,  which  the  general  affembly 
of  that  ftate  fhall  think  proper  to  call  in,  to  replace  the  continen- 
tal troops  ordered  from  thence. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  j  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  colonel  Nicholfon,  who  command- 
ed the  poft  at  Point-Levi,  and  who,  after  the  determination  of  the 
council  of  war  to  retire  from  Quebec,  is  faid  to  have  deferted  his 
faid  command,  and  left  the  party  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  be  fubmit- 
t:d  to  a  court  of  enquiry  : 

That  the  committee  be  difcharged  from  fo  much  of  colonel  Eaf- 
ton's  petition,  as  prays  a  fettlement  of  his  accounts,  and  that  the 
fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  four  tons  of  gun-powder  and  fix  four  pounders, 
or  fuch  others  as  can  be  procured,  of  the  weight  proper  for  field- 
pieces,  be  immediately  fent  to  North-Carolina  : 

That  the  delegates  of  that  (late  employ  fome  proper  perfon,  as  a 
commiffary,  to  purchafe,  in  this  city,  or  the  neighbourhood  there- 
of, clothing  for  the  troops  raifed  in  that  ftate  for  the  continental 
fervice  : 

That  the  three  independent  companies  of  rangers,  in  that  ftate, 
be  taken  upon  the  continental  pay  and  eftablifhment,  and  that 
their  pay  and  appointment  be  as  already  refolved  by  the  convention 
of  that  ftate,  and  that  they  rank  as  the  rangers  raifed  in  South-Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  266-|  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  colonel  James  Eafton  ;  to  be  accounted  for  by 
him  on  the  final  fettlement  of  his  accounts  : 

That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Monfieur  St.  Martin  ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee,  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confidera.tion  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  August   1,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  and 
one,  of  the  fame  date,  from  brigadier-general  Roberdeau,  and  fun- 
dry  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  firft  be  referred  to  theboardof  war. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs,  but,  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
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a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed  ;  alio,  one  from  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  20th,  and  one 
from  col.  Dubois,  of  the  17th,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  general 
Wafhington,  in  anfwer  to  his  directed  to  them  ;  and,  the  fame  be- 
ing agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranfcvibed,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and 
forwarded. 

The  laid  board  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  John  Brown  be  allowed  the  rank  and 
pay  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  army,  from  the  20th 
day  of  November  laft  to  this  time  : 

That  James  Eaftcn  is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  from  the  firft  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the  pay  of  a 
colonel  from  that  day  until  he  fhall  be  difcharged,  which  ought  to 
be  done  as  foon  as  a  court  of  enquiry  fhall  report  in  his  favour,  or  a 
court-martial  fhall  determine  upon  his  conduct,  and  their  fentence 
is  carried  into  execution  ;  there  being  no  vacancy,  to  which  he  can 
be  appointed.  But,  fhould  he  be  honourably  acquitted,  his  paft  fer- 
vices  will  recommend  him  to  the  confidence  of  Congrefs  for  future 
employment. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2666 -|  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  victualling  the  militia  paf- 
fing  through  Philadelphia  to  the  flying-camp ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  August  2,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Monfieur  Pelli- 
fier  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  and  marine  committee  be 
difcharged  from  fitting  out  veffels  with  cargoes  to  Bermudas. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jon.  Trumbull,  Efq; 
deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  northern  department  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  inflrutted  to  employ,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  ftates,  as  many  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  as  he  fhall  judge 
proper  : 

That  one  hundred  old  arms,  belonging  to  Congrefs,  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  repaired  at  the 
continental  expenfe,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  foldiers  deftined 
for  the  flying-camp  ;   the  laid  council  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  pay-mafter-general,  and  the  feveral  deputy  pay-mafters- 
general,  be  direfted  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs  of  the 
ftate  of  the  military  chefts  under  their  direction  : 


278  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the 
northern  army,  be  dire&ed  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  an  account  of  all  the  monies  which  have  paffed  through  his 
hands,  fince  his  appointment  to  that  office  : 

That  the  commiffary-general,  and  deputy-commiffaries  in  the 
feveral  departments,  be  directed  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  weekly, 
an  account  of  the  fums  of  money  they  may  refpectively  receive 
from  the  pay-mafters  : 

That  the  quarter  mafter-general,  and  deputy  quarter-mafters- 
general,  in  the  feveral  departments,  be  directed  to  tranfmit,  weekly, 
to  Congrefs,  an  account  of  the  monies  they  refpectively  receive 
from  the  pay-mafter-general  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general  : 

That  the  commiffary-general,  quarter-mafter-general,  deputy- 
commiffaries  and  deputy  quarter-mafters-general,  be  directed  to 
make  monthly  returns,  at  leaft,  of  the  ftores  under  their  direction, 
and  the  diftribution  of  them  : 

That  the  commanding  officer,  in  each  department,  be  directed 
to  make  returns,  once  a-month  to  Congrefs,  of  the  draughts  made 
by  him  upon  the  pay-mafter,  in  his  department. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Walton  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gwinnett,  who  is  abfent. 

Resolved,  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thaddeus  Sturges, 
to  be  accounted  for  by  him,  and  deducted  out  of  his  pay  on  the 
fettlement  of  his  accounts  ;  that  the  board  of  treafury  be  difcharg- 
ed  frdm  proceeding  on  his  accounts,  and  that  they  be  referred  for 
fettlement  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts 
in  the  northern  department. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  commodore  Hopkins,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Monday  next. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee,  not  having  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles 
of  confederation. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Thorn pfon,  for  131  days  fervice,  viz.  from  the  1ft 
of  December  to  the  laft  of  May  inclusive,  as  clerk  of  the  hoipital 
at  Montreal,  at  the  rate  of  |ds  of  a  dollar  per  day,  122  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  Avghst  3,    1776. 
The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Thomas  Whitbeck,  for  carrying  money   from  Philadelphia 
to  Ticonderoga,  in  October  laft,  the  fum  of  75  dollars  and  J-th  : 
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To  Samuel  Johnfon,  for  209  meals  of  vi&uals,  20  dollars  and 
fiths : 

To  George  Hoffnagle,  1  dollar  and  ||ths  : 

To  Michael  Staddleman,  for  708  meals  of  victuals,  70  dollars 
and  £fths : 

To  Richard  Chiney,  for  540  meals  furnifhed  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  54  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  far- 
ther report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Monday  next. 

A  letter  from  Neil  M'Clean  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  August  5,    1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  31ft  of  July  and 
2d  of  Auguft  ;  one  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  of  the  27th  of 
July,  with  copies  cf  fundry  letters  from  North-Carolina  and  South- 
Carolina,  enclofed  ;  one  from  E.  Anderfon,  of  the  31ft  of  July  ; 
and  fundry  refolutions,  palled  by  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanders  of  all  fhips  of  war  and  armed 
veffels  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  letters 
of  marque  and  privateers,  be  permitted  to  enlift  into  fervice  on 
board  the  faid  fhips  and  veffels,  any  feamen  who  may  be  taken  on 
board  any  of  the  fhips  or  veffels  of  our  enemies,  and  that  no  fuch 
feamen  be  entitled  to  receive  the  wages  due  to  them  out  of  the 
faid  prizes,  but  fuch  as  will  fo  enlift,  and  that  all  other  feamen,  fo 
taken,  be  held  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  exchanged  for  others  taken 
by  the  enemy,  whether  on  board  of  veffels  of  war  or  merchantmen, 
as  there  may  be  opportunity  : 

That  lieutenant-colonel  Rufus  Putnam  be  appointed  an  engineer, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  pay  of  60  dollars  a-month. 

A  petition  from  Efek  Hopkins,  commander  in  chief  of  the  con- 
tinental fleet,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  letting  forth, 
that  "  he  has  been  informed  that  certain  complaints,  interrogato- 
ries and  report,  charging  hiin  with  fundry  crimes  and  mifdemean- 
ors,  had  been  exhibited  to  the  honourable  Congrefs  ;  the  purport 
of  which  complaints,  Sec,  he  is  ignorant  of  ;  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  furnifhed  with  copies  thereof,  and  of  all  other  proceedings 
againft  him,  which  are  now  before  this  honourable  body  ;  and  that 
time  may  be  allowed  him  to  prepare  for,  and  a  day  affigned  for,  his 
feeing  heard  before  Congrefs  in  his  own  defence." 


280  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that 
Friday  next  be  appointed  for  hearing  commodore  Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  order  the 
fhips  and  armed  veffels,  belonging  to  the  continent,  out  on  fuch 
cruifes  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining the  appeal  againft  the  verdict  and  fentence  paffed  on  the 
fchooner  Thiftle. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  Delaware  battalion,  as  many  of  the  arms,  lately  imported,  as  will 
be  neceffary  to  arm  them  completely  : 

That  they  deliver  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Delaware  govern- 
ment, 193  of  the  faid  arms,  in  lieu  of  fo  many  had  from  them  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  arms  be  delivered  to  the  council 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delaware  battalion,  when  armed,  be  ordered 
to  New-Jerfey,  fubjedt  to  the  farther  orders  and  directions  of  the 
general. 

The  committee  oftreafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  J.  Symes,  a  prifoner  of  the  royal  Highland  emigrants,  2S  dol- 
lars, for  14  weeks'  allowance,  from  the  24th  of  April  to  the  30th 
of  July  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnilh  the  committee  oftreafu- 
ry with  the  names  of  the  Britifh  officers  and  other  prifoners,  who 
are  entitled  to  the  allowance  made  by  Congrefs  of  two  dollars  a- 
week,  with  the  times  of  their  captivity,  and  the  places  where  they 
are  quartered. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  an  afliftant-clerk  to  the  board  of  war 
be  266  ■§  dollars  a  year. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
surers, in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis,  Efq;  and  that  the  fame  be  char- 
ged to  the  account  of  the  pay-mafter-general  ;  it  being  for  fo  much 
received  by  him,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Lewis. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  Merfrs.  Price  and 
Haywood's  accounts  ;  and,  after  fome  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  recommitted,  and  that  the 
commiffioners  to  Canada  be  defired  to  attend  the  board  of  treafnry 
at  the  examination  of  the  faid  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  5  3  dollars  and  -id,  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  Monfieur  Artur  Vermonit,  it  being  two 
months'  advance,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorff  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada  ;  and,  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  August  6,   1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Washington,  enclofing  copies 
of  letters  between  him  and  general  Howe,  refpecting  the  exchange 
of  prifoners,  and  fundry  other  letters  and  papers  ;  alio,  one  from 
brigadier-general  Mercer,  of  the  4th,  were  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
director-general  of  the  hofpital  with  fuch  medicines  as  he  may  want. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  that  ftate. 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  apply  to  general 
Burgoyne,  and  propofe  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners  on  the 
terms  agreed  to  by  Congrefs  ;  and,  particularly,  the  delivering  bri- 
gadier-general Prefcot,  in  poffefiion  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of 
brigadier-general  Thompfon,  in  the  poffefiion  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to  their  delegates, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  be  re- 
queued to  make  fuch  provifion  for  keeping  open  the  communication 
between  that  ftate  and  New-York,  by  way  of  the  ferries  over  the 
rivers  Paffaick  and  Hackinfack,  as  to  them  ihall  appear  to  be  mod 
effectual,  and  that  Congrefs  will  reimburfe  the  expenfes  of  fuch  fer- 
vice  to  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  : 

That  it  be  recommended,  in  the  moft  earned  manner,  to  the  con- 
vention of  New-Jerfey,  to  order  their  militia  immediately  to  march 
and  join  brigadier-general  Mercer. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department,  be  directed  to  enquire,  and  inform  Congrefs,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  moft  for  the  public  good,  that  the  troops  raifed,  and 
to  be  railed,  for  the  garrifons  on  the  Ohio  and  its  waters,  fhould  be 
fupplied  with  provifions  by  contract  or  by  a  commiffary  :  That  if  a 
commiffary  be  thought  neceffary,  they  recommend  fome  proper  per- 
fon  for  that  office  to  Congrefs,  in  the  mean  time,  take  fuch  meafures 
as  they  think  beft  for  victualling  the  faid  troops. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into,  and  remedy,  the  defects  of  the  powder  made  at  the 
mills  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh. 
.     Mr.  G.  Clymer,  one  of  the  joint  treafurers,  being  appointed  a  de- 
legate to  Congrefs,  by  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  future,  there  beonly  one  continental  trea- 
furer. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  fum  of  300  dollars  be  given  to 
each  of  the  continental  treafurers,  on  account  of  their  extraordina- 
ry trouble,  and  faithful  fervice,  during  the  laft  year. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
mto  confideration,  the   articles  of  confederation  ;  and,  after  fome 
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time,  the  prelident  re  fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee,  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  flop  Mr.  Wilmore  from  proceeding  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration,  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  August  7,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  into  execution,  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  refpecling  the 
prifoners,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  :    . 

That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  in  fa- 
vour of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  marching  to  New- 
Jerfey  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  James  Brifben,  who  is  employed  in  the  poll-office, 
be  excufed  from  military  duty. 

A  letter  from  captain  N.  Biddle  to  the  marine  committee,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;    whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  propofe  an 
exchange  of  lieutenant  Jofiah,  for  alieutenant  of  the  navy  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  that  the  general  remonftrate  to  lord  Howe  on  the  cruel 
treatment  lieutenant  Jofiah  has  met  with,  of  which  the  Congrefs 
have  received  undoubted  information. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Rufh  be  added  to  the  medical  committee. 

A  memorial  from  George  Meafam  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  articles  of  Avar,  brought 
in  their  report : 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Meffrs.  GiafTon,  Hertel  and  de  la  Magdelaine,  Canadian  pri- 
foners, at  Briftol,  for  their  board  and  lodging,  from  the  15th  of  No- 
vember to  the  3 111  July,lafl,  being  37  weeks,  each  at  2  dollars  a 
week,  222  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John 
Green,  their  afhgnee  : 

Ordered,  That  the.  fame  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration,  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee,  not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursdat,  August  8,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  700  dollars  be  paid  to  Jonathan  Me- 
redith, in  full  of  Ephraim  Blaine's  draught  in  his  favour,  for  fhoes 
purchafed  from  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  ;  and  that 
the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  Ephraim  Blaine. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  take  proper  meafures  for  providing  quarters  for 
the  troops  palling  through  Philadelphia  to  the  flying-camp,  during 
their  continuance  in  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  colonel,  or  commanding  officer  of  the  Dela- 
ware battalion,  and  the  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  fe- 
veral  battalions  of  militia,  now  in  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  inftant- 
ly  to  march  to  Amboy,  in  New-Jerfey  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  militia 
as  want  arms,  be  left  under  a  proper  officer,  till  they  can  be  pro- 
vided therewith,  and  then  marched  without  any  farther  delay  : 

That  the  board  of  Avar  be  directed  to  fee  this  refolution  carried 
into  immediate  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  into  immedi- 
ate confideration,  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department, 
and  our  naval  force  on  the  lakes  ;  and  that  Mr.  Chafe  be  directed 
to  attend  the  faid  board,  and  give  them  all  the  information  in  his 
power  ;  and  that  Mr.  Williams  be  deiired  to  furnifh  the  faid  board 
with  an  extract  of  the  letter  he  has  received  from  governor  Trum- 
bull, relative  to  the  faid  army  and  naval  force  ;  and  that  the  faid 
board  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wathington,  with  fundry  papers  en- 
clofed  ;  one  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  at  the  German-Flats, 
Auguft  the  1ft  ;  one  of  the  29th  of  July,  from  general  Gates,  with 
copies  of  two  letters  enclofed,  were  received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Lee,  to  inform  him 
of  the  intelligence  received,  that  the  troops  from  Charleftown  are 
arrived  at  New-York  ;  and  to  direct  him,  in  cafe  the  Britifh  troops 
have  left  the  fouthern  colonies,  to  repair,  with  all  poffible  expedi- 
tion, to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  four  major- 
generals,  and  fix  brigadier-generals. 

Resolved,  That  the  poft-riders  be  exempted  from  military  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  colo- 
nel Galbreath  with  9  lb.  of  powder,  and  27  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe 
of  three  companies  of  his  battalion. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Kennedy,  for  three  rifles  purchafed  in  Frederick 
county,  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  captain  Morgan's  company  of  ri- 
fle-men, and  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company,  the  fum  of  40 
dollars  : 

To  William  Webb,  for  fervices  in,  and  articles  purchafed  for,  the 
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ufc  of  the  treafury  office,  137  dollars  and  f^ths  ;  to  be  charged  to 
the  account  of  contingent  expenfes  : 

To  captain  Thomas  Hallet,  for  fubfiftence  of  13  men  of  his  com- 
pany, on  their  march  from  Chefter  county,  to  New-Jcrfey,  9  dollars 
and  ffths : 

To  captain  Benjamin  Wallace,  for  fubfiftence  of  his  company, 
on  their  march  from  Chefter  county,  to  New-Jerfey,  32  dollars 
and  f^-ths  : 

To  captain  Matthew  Boyd,  for  fubfiftence  of  5  3  men  of  his  com- 
pany, in  colonel  Moore's  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chefter 
county,  to  New-Jerfey,  27  dollars  and  -ffths  : 

To  Tobias  Rudolph,  for  the  hire  of  two  horfes  and  a  chair,  by 
captain  Alexander  Graydon,  to  conduct  money  to  Ticonderoga, 
and  for  one  of  the  faid  horfes  which  was  loft  at  Albany,  125  dol- 
lars and  -f-^ths : 

To  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  city-tavern,  for  the  expenfe  of  a  guard  at 
his  houfe,  over  prifoners  of  war  brought  from  Burlington,  16  dol- 
lars and  f-g-ths  : 

To  John  Tomkins,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  captains  Crowlle's, 
Heifter's  and  Ludwigg's  companies  of  militia,  on  their  march  to 
"New-Jerfey,  21  dollars  and  -ffths  : 

To  captain  James  M'Candlefs,  for  fubfiftence  and  ferriages  of 
his  company  of  the  4th  battalion  of  York-county  militia,  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  4 1  dollars    and  1% ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  fortes  in  that  ftate  ;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  matter  referred  to 
them  ;  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  August  9,  1776. 

Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  regimental  pay- 
mafterfor  the  Delaware  battalion, 

John  Yates,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  devife  a 
plan  for  encouraging  the  Heflians,  and  other  foreigners,  employed 
by  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  fent  to  America  for  the  purpofe 
of  fubjugating  thefe  ftates,  to  quit  that  iniquitous  fervice  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr. 
Stockton. 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
order  of  the  board  of  war,  fuch  articles  in  their  pofleffion,  belong- 
ing- to  the  continent,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  board  of  war, 
are  neceffary  for  the  Delaware  battalion  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  fend  to  general  Walh- 
ington  30,000  flints. 

A  petition  from  William  Eell  1st  Go.  was  presented  to  Gongrefs, 
and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor 
Trumbull's  letter. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  captains, 
now  in  Philadelphia,  belonging  to  colonel  Hand's  battalion,  with 
fuch  fums  of  money  as  will  be  fufficient  to  pay  the  bounty  voted 
to  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  enlift  for  three  years. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  to  whom  the  pe- 
tition of  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorf  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confederation  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorf  be  appointed  adjutant  to 
the  German  battalion,  ordered  to  be  railed  for  the  continental 
fervice. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Ccngrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  four  major-generals  and  fix  brigadier-generals,  when  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chofen,  viz. 

William  Heath,  Jofeph  Spencer,  John  Sullivan,  and  Nathaniel 
Green,  Efqrs;  major-generals  ;  James  Read,  John  Nixon,  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  Alexander  M'Dougal,  Samuel  Holden  Parfons,  and  James 
Clinton,  Efqrs;  brigadier-generals. 

Resolved,  That  the  hearing  commodore  Hopkins  be  poftponed 
to  Monday  next,  at  1 1  o'clock,  and  that  captain  Jones  be  directed 
to  attend  at  the  fame  time. 

Resolved,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  John 
Hazlet  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  William  Brown,  mailer-carpenter,  who  is  come 
from  the  camp  on  furlow,  be  ordered  not  to  return,  his  fervice  be- 
ing neceffary  at  the  yard. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  August  10,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Ifaac  Cooper,  fliip-joiner,  be  ordered  not  to  go 
to  New-Jerfey  ;  his  fervice  being  wanted  : 

That  William  Whiting,  a  wounded  foldier,  be  fent  to  the  hof- 
pital  of  Pennfylvania,  and  fupported  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United 
States  ;  and,  in  cafe  he  dies,  that  the  expenfes  of  his  funeral  be 
paid  by  the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jeremiah  Dougan,  in  part  payment  of  his  account  againft  the 
continent,  319  dollars  and  f^ths,  with  which  he  is  to  be  charged  : 
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To  Daniel  Smith,  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  the  following  pri- 
foners  of  war,  viz.  James  Hughes,  town-major  of  Montreal,  and 
captain  Duncan  Campbell,  from  the  19th  January,  to  the  18th  July 
laft,  24  weeks,  and  6  days,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  99  dollars  and  Mths: 

Major  Dunbar,  major  Stopford,  lieut.  Harrifon,  lieut.  Shuttle- 
worth,  lieut.  M'Donald,  and  capt.  Algeo,  from  the  26th  April  to 
12th  July  laft,  1 1  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  132  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Jacob  Stroud  for  expenfes  of  waggon-hire,  in  con- 
ducting Canadian  prifoners,  and  part  of  the  26th  regiment,  from 
"VValpeck,  in  New-Jerfey,  to  Reading  and  Briftol  in  Pennfylvania, 
219  dollars  and  -ffths,  out  of  which  84  dollars  -l-|ths,  is  a  charge 
againft  the  Britifh  troops,  and  135  dollars  and  -|§ths,  for  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  Canadians  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  140  camp-kettles  delivered  to  colonel  Mat- 
lack,  186  dollars  and  f^ths  : 

To  Thomas  Nevill  for  the  materials  and  making  travelling  car- 
riages, for  the  cannon  fent  to  North-Carolina,  257  dollars  and 
fAths : 

To  William  M'Gill,  for  expenfes  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lion on  their  march  to  Canada,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  J.  Shallus, 
quarter-mafter  of  the  faid  battalion,  14  dollars  -||-ths  : 

To  Jofeph  Haight,  for  the  allowance  to  captain  Francis  Stuart 
and  John  Leflie,  of  the  26th  regiment,  from  the  26th  April  to  1 1th 
July,  and  to  Dr.  Huddlefton,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from  the  26th 
April  to  the  1ft  July,  as  prifoners  of  war,  63  dollars  : 

To  captain  Jofeph  Spur,  of  colonel  Moore's  battalion,  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  his  company  of  28  men,  on  their  march  from  Chefter 
county  to  New-Jevfey,  the  fum  of  25  dollars   and  ifths  : 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Jofeph  Park,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  6  men  of 
colonel  Moore's  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chefter  county  to 
New-Jerfey,  16  dollars  : 

To    Michael    Gratz  for  Indian  goods  provided  by   him  in  May 
and  June  laft,  and  delivered  to  the  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs 
in  the  northern  department,  653  dollars  and  f-g-ths  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  confe- 
deration, the  accounts  of  Meffrs.  Price  Is"  Haywood,  which  were 
recommitted  to  them,  and  having  re-examined  the  fame,  find  a  ba- 
lance due  to  them,  amounting  to  59,962  dollars  and  -f-fths,  which 
they  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  paid  in  filver  and  gold  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  films  be  paid  accordingly. 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  paying  Meffrs.  Price  isf  Haywood,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware  government,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  one  month's  advance  to  the  battalion  of  militia 
marching  from  that  government  to  the  flying- camp. 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  commillions  be  made  out,  and  fent  to  general 
Wafhington,  to  be  delivered  to  the  feveral  officers  recommended 
in  the  lift  exhibited  by  the  faid  board,  to  fill  the  vacancies  mention- 
ed in  the  faid  lift,  excepting  thofe  perfons  recommended  to  fill  the 
vacancies  occafioned  by  officers  being  in  captivity,  which  ought  not 
to  be  filled,  but  to  be  left  open,  until  thofe  officers  fhall  be  redeem- 
ed, and  excepting  the  cafe  of  lieut.  col.  Tyler,  who  is  to  have  a 
commiffion  for  colonel  of  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by  col. 
Parfons,  promoted  ;  and  that  lieut.  col.  Durkee  have  a  commiffion 
of  colonel  of  the  20th  regiment,  and  that  major  Prentice  be  made 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment,  in  which  he  is  now  major  ;  and 
major  Knolton  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  20th  regiment. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  on  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada, 
brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Tuefdav  next. 

Resolved,  That  John  Hughes  be  fupplied  with  neceffary  clothes 
by  the  managers  of  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  William  Tudor,  judge-advocate-general,  have 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  that  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  J.  Wilfon,  for  the  ufe  of  three  companies  of  his  battalion, 
now  in  Philadelphia,  1 1  lb.  of  powder,  and  44  lb.  of  lead  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of 
the  marine  committee,  fuch  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  as 
may  be  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  frigates. 

The  committee  on  Canadian  petitioners,  reported, 

That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Louis  Lotbiniere  was,  on  the  26th  January 
laft,  appointed,  by  general  Arnold,  chaplain  to  the  regiment  under 
the  command  of  col.  James  Livingfton,  and  acted  in  that  capacity, 
until  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  Canada,  and  was  promifed  by 
gen.  Arnold,  the  pay  of  £.  14  :  10,  per  month,  including  rations  ; 
and  that  there  is  now  a  balance  of  124  dollars  f-^ths  due,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  him,  and  he  continued  a  chaplain  in 
the  pay  of  the  United  States  : 

That  Jean  Fifcul  ought  to  receive  nine  months'  pay  as  a  private, 
and  a  prefent  of  20  dollars  for  particular  fervice,  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  80  dollars,  and  that  he  be  permitted  to  enlift  in  the  artillery 
at  New- York: 

That  Pierre  du  Calvert  ought  to  receive  106  dollars  and|ds,  for  8 
months'  pay  as  an  enfign,  and  a  commiffion  as  a  brevet  lieutenant. 

That  Alexander  du  Clos  ought  to  receive  33  dollars  and  -id,  for 
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5  months'  pay  as  a  private,  and  be  difcharged,  with  permiffion  to 
enlift  again  in  the  ferviee,  at  his  election  : 

That  Jean  Baptift  du  Vidal  ought  to  receive  56  dollars  for  feven 
months'  pay  as  a  ferjeant,  and  be  difcharged,  or  continued  in  the 
ferviee,  at  his  election  : 

That  Louis  Ruffe  ought  to  receive  32  dollars  for  his  fervices  as 
anurfe  and  attendant  on  the  lick,  and  a  prefent  of  40  dollars  on  ac- 
count of  his  humanity  to  them  : 

That  Juet  a  Voir  ought  to  receive  a  prefent  of  10  dollars,  and  be 
difcharged,  or  continued  in  ferviee,  at  his  election  :' 

That  La  Juneffe  ought  to  receive  a  prefent  of  40  dollars,  and  be 
difcharged  : 

That  John  Hamptreneck  ought  to  receive  186  dollars  and  #ds, 
as  deputy-commiffary,  from  the  1 5th  of  September  to  the  5th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  164  dollars  for  his  pay  as  a  captain  from  the  5th  of  Fe- 
bruary to  this  day,  being  6  months'  and  5  days ;  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  350  dollars  and  f^-ths  : 

That  John  Diamond  and  Walker  Moody  ought  to  receive  a  pre- 
fent of  40  dollars  each  : 

That  Andrew  Pepin  ought  to  receive  33  dollars  and  -§otns>  for  5 
months'  pay  as  a  private,  for  his  fervices  as  a  volunteer,  and  be 
continued  in  pay  as  a  lieutenant  : 

That  all  perfons  who  have  acted  as  volunteers  in  Canada,  and  re- 
treated with  the  army,  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler  ;  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  enquire  into  their  ferviee  and  characters,  and  to 
order  them  fuch  rewards  and  wages  as  fliall  appear  to  have  been 
merited  : 

That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  James  Livingfton,  and 
his  general  account  againft  Congrefs  referred  to  the  infpection  and 
determination  of  general  Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  the  laid  report  be  agreed  to. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poltponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

3IoNDAr,  August   12,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  8th,  with  fundry  papers 
enclofed,  and  one  from  general  Mercer,  with  one  enclofed  to  him 
from  colonel  Dickinfon,  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  with  the  enclofed 
letter  from  colonel  Dickinfon,  be  communicated  to  the  convention 
of  Pennfylvania. 

Sundry  refolutions,  paffed  by  the  convention  of  New-York,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

A  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Cape-Francois,  In  Hifpaniola,  da- 
ted July  the  23d,  was  alfo  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

That  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina  be  empowered  to  fend  by 
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■water,  at  the  rifle  of  the  continent,  the  military  ftores  neceflary  for 
that  ftate. 

On  application  of  one  of  the  parties, 

Resolved,  That  the  hearing  the  appeal  againft  the  fentence  paffed 
on  the  fchooner  Thiftle,  be  poftponed  to  Monday,  the  26th  inftant. 

The  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended  Phi- 
lip Schrauder,  as  a  fecond-lieutenant  of  the  fifth  company  of  Ger- 
mans, to  be  railed  in  that  ftate, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commifllon  be  gran- 
ted to  him  accordingly. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  the 
fame  date,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  commodore  Hopkins  atten- 
ded, and  was  admitted  ;  when  the  examination,  taken  before  the 
marine  committee,  and  the  report  of  the  {aid  committee  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  were  read  to  him  ;  and  the  commodore  being  heard 
in  his  own  defence,  and  having  delivered  in  fome  farther  anfwers 
to  the  queftions  afked  him  by  the  marine  committee,  and  two  wit- 
neffes  being,  at  his  requeft,  introduced  and  examined,  he  withdrew. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  inftructions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers  to  the  marine 
committee,  and  the  report  of  the  marine  committee  thereupon;  al- 
fo,  the  farther  defence  by  him  made,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  wit- 
nefTes  ;  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  farther  confideration  thereof 
was  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuksdat,  August   13,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  8th  Virginia  battalion  betaken  into  pay  from 
the  27th  day  of  May  laft,  and  the  7th  from  the  1 7th  clay  of  June  laft. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  William  Barnes  for 
firft-lieutenant  on  board  one  of  the  frigates  built  at  Philadelphia  ; 
Thomas  Vaughan,  fecond-mate  of  the  (hip  Alfred}  to  be  third-lieu- 
tenant of  the  Waihington  frigate,  commanded  by  Thomas  Reed, 
Efq;  and  Elilha  Hinman  to  the  command  of  the  Cabot, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly  ;  and  that  captain  Saltonftall  be  ordered  to 
difcharge  Mr.  Vaughan,  that  he  may  repair  to  the  command  to 
which  he  is  now  appointed. 

Colonel  Mercer,  of  the  3d  Virginia  battalion,  being  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  William  Chriftian,  who  was  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  the  firft  battalion,  having  declined  to  accept  his  com- 
miffion,  and  ccl.  William  Peachy,  of  the  fifth  battalion,  having  re- 
figned,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies occafioned  thereby;  and,  the  ballots  beingtaken,  Charles  Scott, 
George  Weeden  and  Ifaac  Reade,  Efqrs;  were  elected  colonels  ; 

Alexander  Spotfwood,  Thomas  Marfhall,  and  Robert  Lawfon, 
Efqrs;  lieutenant-colonels  ;  and  James  Junis  and  John  Green, 
Efqrs;  majors. 
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The  committee  oftreafury,  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Conrad  Alfter,  for  214  meals  fupplied  to  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  2  1  dollars  and  -f-g-ths  : 

To  James  Davis,  for  70  meals  fupplied  capt.  Clarke's  company  of 
militia,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  7  dollars  and  -g9^ths  : 

To  major  Blackden,  for  the  hire  of  a  Heigh  and  two  horfes  from 
Albany  to  Quebec,  calh  expended  going  exprefs  from  general  Ar- 
nold to  Sorrel,  and  for  a  horfe,  bridle  and  faddle,  loft  at  Decham- 
beau,  in  the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  153  dollars  : 
Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  paying  Meffrs.  Price  &  Heywood,  brought  in  their 
report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler  and  general 
Gates,  to  pay  all  the  fpecie  that  they  may  have  in  their  hands,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  to  Meffrs.  Price  is?  Heywood,  in 
part  of  the  balance  due  to  them  from  the  faid  ftates,  and  tranfmit 
an  account  thereof  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  committee  of  treafury  be  directed  to  ufe  their  endea- 
vours to  procure  gold  and  filver,  as  quickly  as  poffible,  to  difcharge 
the  remainder  : 

That  Meffrs.  Price  <Ls*  Heywood  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  per  annum  intereft,  for  the  balance  that  may  be  due  to  them,  af- 
ter deducting  the  fumthat  fhall  be  paid  them  by  generals  Schuyler 
and  Gates,  from  the  time  of  fuch  payment  until  the  faid  balance 
is  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafebe  directed  to  advance  one  month's 
pay  to  the  officers  and  men  from  Maryland,  on  their  march  to  the 
flying-camp  : 

That  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  be  directed  to  fupply 
the  troops  from  Maryland,  with  fuch  articles  as  they  may  ftand  in 
need  of,  out  of  the  ftores  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Resolved,    That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  laft  ordered  to  be 
emitted,  conlift  of  the  following  numbers  and  denominations,  viz. 
76,923  of     30  dollars  each,     2,307,690 

615,384 
538,461 
461,538 
384,620 
307,692 
230,769 
153,846 

-5,000,000 


76,923 

of 

8  do. 

76,923 

of 

7  do. 

76,923 

of 

6  do. 

76,924 

of 

5   do. 

76,923 

of 

4  do. 

76,923 

of 

3   do. 

76,923 

of 

2  do. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2,666  dollars  and  -|ds,  be  drawn  on 
the  trcafurers,  in  favour  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  the  purpofe  of 
victualling  the  troops  marching  to  the  flying-camp ;  he  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  j  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
have  not  received  the  treaty  between  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  and  the  St.  John's  and  Micmac  Indians,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  fend  a  copy  thereof : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  furnifh  colonel  Wilfon 
with  23  mufkets,  22  lb.  of  powder,  and  88  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  battalion  of  militia. 

The  faid  board  having  recommended  William  Caldwell  to  be 
pay-mafter  of  colonel  Baldwin's  regiment  of  continental  troops  rai- 
fed  in  MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  William  Lawrence  to  be  pay-mafter 
of  colonel  Shee's  battalion  of  continental  troops,  raifed  in  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiflions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  296  dollars  and  -|d  be  paid  to  the 
order  of  Meffrs.  Simon  and  Campbell,  in  full  of  a  draught  in  their 
favour  by  George  Morgan,  dated  at  Pittfburgh,  June  2d,  1776, 
and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  commiffioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
James  Meafe,  the  fheeting,  in  their  hands,  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti- 
nental troops. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Alexander  Rofs  is  detained  at 
Pittfburgh, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commiffioners  for  In- 
dian affairs,  to  enquire  into  this  matter,  and,  if  they  find  no  new 
caufe  for  detaining  him  fince  he  was  before  the  committee  of  Con- 
grefs, and  they  think  it  proper,  that  they  permit  him  to  purfue  his 
journey  into  the  Indian  country. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  .confider  the  application  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hall. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  was  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  articles  of  war,  and,  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  August   14,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  return 
©f  the  army  at  New- York,  and  fundry  other  papers  enclofed,  being 
received,  was  read  ; 

Alfo,  fundry  letters  from  England  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  requeft  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey, 

Resolved,  That  the  tutors   in  Princetown  college   be  detained 
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from  going  to  the  flying-camp,  and  that  the  faid  tutors  be  directed 
to  continue  in  the  faid  college  exercifing  their  feveral  functions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  a  plan  for  encouraging  the 
Heffians,  and  other  foreigners,  to  quit  the  Britifh  fervice,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon,  Con- 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  the  wife  policy  of  thefe  Mates  to  extend  the 
protection  of  their  laws  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  fettle  among  them, 
of  whatever  nation  or  religion  they  might  be,  and  to  admit  them 
to  a  participation  of  the  benefits  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  ; 
and,  the  benevolence  of  this  practice,  as  well  as  its  falutary  effects, 
have  rendered  it  worthy  of  being  continued  in  future  times. 

And  whereas,  his  Britannic  majefty,  in  order  to  deftroy  our  free- 
dom and  happinefs,  has  commenced  againft  us  a  cruel  and  unpro- 
voked war ;  and,  unable  to  engage  Britons  fufficient  to  execute 
his  fanguinary  meafures,  has  applied  for  aid  to  foreign  princes,  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  felling  the  blood  of  their  people  for  money,  and 
from  them  has  procured  and  tranfported  hither  considerable  num- 
bers of  foreigners.  And  it  is  conceived,  that  fuch  foreigners,  if 
apprifed  of  the  practice  of  thefe  dates,  would  choofe  to  accept  of 
lands,  liberty,  fafety  and  a  communion  of  good  laws,  and  mild  go- 
vernment, in  a  country  where  many  of  their  friends  and  relations 
are  already  happily  fettled,  rather  than  continue  expofed  to  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  a  long  and  bloody  war,  waged  againft  a  people, 
guilty  of  no  other  crime,  than  that  of  refufing  to  exchange  free- 
dom for  flavery  ;  and  that  they  will  do  this  the  more  especially 
when  they  reflect,  that  after  they  have  violated  every  Chriftian  and 
moral  precept,  by  invading,  and  attempting  to  deftroy,  thofe  who 
have  never  injured  them  or  their  country,  their  only  reward,  if 
they  efcape  death  and  captivity,  will  be  a  return  to  the  defpotifm 
of  their  prince,  to  be  by  him  again  fold  to  do  the  drudgery  of  foaie 
other 'enemy  to  the  rights  of  mankind. 

And  whereas,  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  have  thought  fit, 
by  a  late  act,  not  only  to  invite  our  troops  to  defert  our  fervice, 
but  to  direct  a  compulfion  of  our  people,  taken  at  fea,  to  ferve 
againft  their  country  : 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  thefe  ftates  will  receive  all  fuch  fo- 
reigners who  ftiall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty  in  Ame- 
rica, and  ihall  choofe  to  become  members  of  any  of  thefe  ftates  ; 
and  they  flia.ll  be  protected  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  refpective 
religions,  and  be  inverted  with  the  rights,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  natives  as  eftablifhed  by  the  laws  of  thefe  ftates  ;  and,  more- 
over, that  this  Congrefs  will  provide,  for  every  fuch  perfon,  fifty- 
acres  of  unappropriated  lands  in  fome  of  thefe  ftates,  to  be  held  by 
him  and  his  heirs  in  abfolute  property. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  committed  to  the 
committee,  who  brought  in  the  report,  and  that  they  be  directed 
to  have  it  tranflated  into  German,  and  to  take  proper  meafures  to 
have  it  communicated  to  the  foreign  troops. 
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Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  William  Rofs,  for  fubfiftence  and  ferriage  of  his 
company  of  67  men,  of  col.  Smith's  battalion,  on  their  march  from 
York  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  52  dollars,  and  f|ths  : 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  captain  Gamble's  allowance,  from  26th 
April  to  10th  Auguft  inftant,  being  15  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week, 
the  fum  of  30  dollars  : 

To  John  Davis,  for  33  days  hire  of  a  waggon  tranfporting  the 
baggage  of  capt.  Hay's  company  of  col.  Irwin's  battalion,  from 
Carlifle  to  New- York,  110  dollars,  and  for  41  meals  fupplied  capt. 
Thomas  Turbutt's  company  of  col.  Wilfon's  battalion,  on  their 
march  from  Cumberland  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  4  dol- 
lars, and  g^ths  : 

To  John  Efhenbach,  for  19  meals  fupplied  recruits  of  capt.  Clug- 
gage's  company,  of  col.  Hand's  battalion,  1  dollar  and  -f^-ths  : 

To  colonel  Clement  Biddle,  for  150  camp-kettles,  200  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  John  Coates,  for  a  fet  of  furgeons'  inftruments  loft  on 
his  march  with  general  Arnold  from  Cambridge  to  Quebec,  the 
fum  of  26  dollars  and  -|§ths  : 

To  Sarah  Campbell,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  7  lick  men  belong- 
ing to  captains  Beaty,  Benezet  and  Miller's  companies,  30  dollars 
and  -g^-ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
'  A  petition  from  Elilha  Swift,  and  Adonijah  Spanborrough,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  from  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  Conne&icut. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

*  Resolved,  That  Monfieur  Weibert,  now  ferving  in  the  contU 
nental  army,  at  New-York,  as  an  engineer,  be  appointed  affiftant- 
engineer,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant-colonel  ;  and  that 
his  pay  commence  from  the  time  of  his  engaging  in  the  fervice. 

That  general  Mercer  be  directed  to  difcharge  or  grant  furlows 
to  Jofeph  Kerr,  hatter,  a  private  of  captain  Will's, company  in  the 
firft  battalion  ;  and  to  Philip  Maufe,  ftocking-weaver,  a  private  in 
captain  Kling's  company  of  the  fourth  battalion  of  Philadelphia 
militia  ;  thefe  two  perfons  being  applied  for  by  Mr.  Meafe,  com- 
miffary,  to  whom  their  fervices  are  indifpenfably  neceffary,  in  mak- 
ing and  providing  clothing  for  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-*a»®>«BM- 

Thursdat,   August  15,    1776. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  James  Livingfton,  having  been  appointed  a  co- 
lonel of  a  regiment  by  general  Montgomery,  have  a  colonel's  com- 
miffion  given  him,  -with  orders  to  enlift  as  many  companies  of  Ca= 
nadians  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  fervice  ;  and  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  in  the  northern  department,  be  directed  to  recom- 
mend to  Congrefs,  proper  perfons  for  officers  under  him. 

The  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  having  recommended  Mr. 
Bernard  Hubley,  jun.  as  firft-lieutenant  in  the  fifth  company  of  the 
German  battalion, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiflion  be  gran- 
ted to  him  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  in  behalf  of  himfelf 
and  others,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  go- 
ing to  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  auditor-general,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  fmall  debts  ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  M'Callifter,  eight  ftand  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion, 
the  faid  committee  taking  fecurity  for  the  return  of  the  faid  arms  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Carolina,  five  tons  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  that 
ftate. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of 
the  19th  July,  with  fundry  depofitions  and  papers,  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Dugan  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftrueYions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers,  &c.  and,  there- 
upon, came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  commodore  Hopkins,  during  his  cruize 
to  the  fouthward,  did  not  pay  due  regard  to  the  tenor  of  his  in- 
ftructions,  whereby  he  was  exprefsly  directed  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my's ihips  upon  the  coafts  of  the  fouthern  ftates  ;  and,  that  his  rea- 
fons  for  not  going  from  Providence  immediately  to  the  Carolinas, 
are  by  no  means  fatisfaftory. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  the  farther  con- 
fideration of  the  report  was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  from  general 
Schuyler  of  the  7th,  and  one,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Gates,  being 
received,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  depu- 
ty pay-mafler-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  northern  de- 
partment. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to 
the  order  of  the  marine  committee,  fuch  Mores  by  them  imported 
as  are  neceflary  for  the  fleet. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  August  16,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read. 

The  board  of  treafury,  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the 
army  at  New-York,  and  in  the  northern  department,  brought  in  a 
draught,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
To 

Gentlemen,  You  are  appointed  commiffioners  by  the  Congrefs, 
to  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  You  will,  therefore, 

proceed  immediately  to  and  apply  to  general  to  di- 

rect all  perfons,  who  have  been  engaged  in  tranfa&ing  public  bufi- 
nefs,  to  lay  their  accounts  before  you.  In  your  examination,  you 
will  obferve  the  utmoft  exaftnefs  ;  taking  care  not  to  allow  any 
accounts  for  which  proper  vouchers  are  not  produced.  No  officer 
is  permitted  to  hold  two  commiffions  ;  confequently,  is  not  to  re- 
ceive pay  for  two. 

Every  colonel  of  a  battalion  ought  to  produce  mutter-rolls,  cer- 
tified by  the  mufter-mafler,  or  fuch  other  perfon  as  may  have  been 
appointed  by  the  commanding  officer,  to  mufter  the  men,  of  the 
number  his  battalion,  from  time  to  time,  confided  of. 

No  allowane  of  pay,  or  rations,  is  to  be  made  to  any  officer  for 
men  who  have  not  been  actually  in  the  continental  fervice. 

If,  in  the  fettlement  of  theie  accounts,  you  mall  difcover  any 
frauds  to  have  been  pracYifed,  or  abufes  committed  by  mifapplica- 
tion  of  public  monies,  you  mail  take  particular  notice  of  them,  and 
make  efpecial  report  to  the  committee  of  treafury.  When  you 
have  completed  this  bufinefs,  you  are  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of  your 
proceedings,  with  accounts,  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  to  be  by 
them  finally  adjufted  and  difcharged. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  refpec- 
tive  commiffioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Ebenezer 
Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  eaftern  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
John  David  Whelper,  for  the  bounty-money,  Sec.  of  his  company  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Samuel   Stringer,  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 
Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe 
fuch  medicines  as  they  judge  proper  and  ufeful  for  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  refpectinjj  the  murder  of  Mr, 
Parlbns  : 
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The  member  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Putnam,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Rev.  Abiel  Leonard,  was  referred,  reported, 

"  That  it  appears,  from  a  further  certificate  of  general  Putnam, 
that  Mr.  Leonard  performed  the  duty  of  a  chaplain  to  other  regi- 
ments than  that  of  the  general's,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  for 
which  he  has  had  no  compenfation  ;  and  that  it  alfo  appears,  that 
Mr.  Leonard's  fervices,  at  that  time  in  the  army,  were  very  necef- 
fary  and  ufeful  ;■"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Mr. 
Abiel  Leonard,  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  received  yefterday  from  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  gen.  Schuyler,  and  gen.  Gates,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  fefumed  the  confederation  of  the  inftrudYions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers,  Sec.  and,  there- 
upon, came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  conduft  of  commodore  Hopkins  deferves 
the  cenfure  of  this  houfe,  and  this  houfe  does  accordingly  cenfure 
him. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  paffed  againft  commo- 
dore Hopkins  be  tranfmitted  to  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  / 

SaVurdat,  August   17,    1776. 
A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read. 
The  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  laid  before  Congrefs  a  refolution 
of  their  convention,  empowering  any  one  of  them  to  reprefent  the 
faid  ftate,  in  thefe  words, 

"  In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Jersey, 
Burlington,  June  22,  1776. 
Upon  the  queftion,  whether  one  or  more  delegates  mall  be  a 
quorum  to  reprefent  this  province  in  continental  Congrefs,  it  was 
carried  in  favour  of  one. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

William  Paterson,  Secretary." 
The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  John  Bates,  for  187  camp-kettles,  delivered  to  Clement  Bid- 
die,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  249  dollars : 

To  George  Bunner,  for  a  rifle  purchafed  by  lieut.  Mofes  Rawling, 
from  John  Piper,  in  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  ofcapt.  Grier's  rifle-com- 
pany, and  to  be  charged  to  ths  faid  company,  10  dollars  and  f^ths  : 
To  Meflrs.  Gibfon  and  Aflon,  for  5  rifles  furnifhed  captain  Mor- 
gan's company  of  riflemen,  by  perfons  in  Frederick  county,  Vir- 
ginia, and  certified  by  the  committee  there,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  faid  Morgan,  65  dollars  and  -f§ths  : 

To  James  Mercer,  for  597  meals  furniflied  to  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  59  dollars  and  f|ths  : 
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To  William  Clayton  for  454  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  45  dollars  and  |£ths  : 

To  William  Allibone,  for  his  expenfes  in  fearch  of  flint-ftones, 
by  direction  of  the  board  of  war,  6  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Hinzey,  for  7  chairs  and  a  ftool,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
treafury-office,  1 5  dollars  and  £| ths  : 

To  William  M'Carroll,  for  the  paffage  of  prifoners,  taken  by 
captain  Barry  from  Egg-Harbour  to  Philadelphia,  with  their  main- 
tenance on  the  road,  4  dollars  and  -f^ths  : 

To  col.  Henry  Haller,  425  dollars  and  -|fths,  of  which  fum  20  dol- 
lars are  to  be  charged  to  capt.  Nelfon,  for  two  rifles  delivered  to  him 
by  David  Miers  ;  14  dollars  and|-|ths  to  the  army,  for  rations  fup- 
plied capt.  Nelfon's  company  ;  24  dollars  for  contingent  expenfes 
of  three  exprefTes  ;  and  366  dollars  and  -|-§-ths,  for  provifions  for 
the  prifoners  at  Reading,  with  fire -wood,  fait,  ftraw,  &c.  including 
39  days  fervice  of  the  faid  Haller  : 

To  George  Struylys,  for  entertainment  of  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  78  dollars    and  |-£ths  : 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  fundry  bills  for  the  repair  of  the  old  gaol 
in  Philadelphia,  and  work  done  at  the  new  gaol,    178  dollars    and 

534-hc  . 

Ordered,   That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  fundry  letters  and  pa- 
pers from  Pittfburgh,  were  referred,  having  examined  them,  laid 
the  fame  on  the  table,  and  defired  they  might  be  read,  which  was 
done. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  50  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rer,  in  favour  of  George  Morgan,  for  the  ufe  of  Peter  Long,  for 
his  fervices  in  the  Indian  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  George  Morgan,  Efq;  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Martin  Johnfon,  lieutenant  of  artil- 
lery, was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read ;  wherein  he  defires  Congrefs 
to  enquire  into  the  circumftances  of  Mr.  Anftruther's  diamond  ring, 
which  he  acknowledges  he  has  ; — that  he  never  made  a  fecret  of 
it ;  that  he  found  the  ring  fome  time  after  the  garrifon  capitulated, 
and  thought  it  to  be  a  prize  ;  and,  for  the  truth  of  what  he  afferts, 
refers  Congrefs  to  the  certificates  of  feveral  principal  officers. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Martin  Johnfon  be  directed  to  deliver 
the  ring  to  the  fecretary  of  the  war-office,  who  is  ordered  to  fend 
the  fame  to  Mr.  Anftruther,  the  owner. 

Congrefs  re  fumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  brigadier-gen.  Woofter's  letter,  requef- 
ting  an  enquiry  into  his  conduct,  while  he  had  the  honour  of  com- 
manding the  continental  forces  in  Canada,  which  was  read  as  follows: 

That  brigadier-gen.  Woofter  produced  copies  of  a  number  of  let- 
ters, which  paffed  between  him  and  gen.  Schuyler,  and  of  his  letters 
to  Congrefs  ;  from  which  it  appears, that  he,  from  time  to  time,  gave 
feafonable  and  due  notice  of  the  ftate  of  the  armv,  under  his  com- 
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mand,  and  what  fupplies  were,  in  his  opinion,  necefTary  to  render  the 
entcrprize  fuccefsful  ;  that  a  number  of  officers  and  other  gentlemen 
from  Canada,  who  were  acquainted  with  his  conduct  there,  and  who 
happened  occahonally  to  be  in  this  city,  were  examined  before  the 
committee  ;  to  which  letters,  and  the  minutes  of  the  examination  of 
the  witneffes  herewith  exhibited,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer 
Congrefs  for  further  information,  and  report,  as  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  that  was  before  them, 
that  nothing  cenfurable  or  blame-worthy  appears  againft  brigadier- 
general  Woofter. 

The  report  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Guftavus  Rifberg  be  appointed  affiftant  to  Cle- 
ment Biddle,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  to  the  flying-camp,  and 
that  he  refide  at  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  propofe  an 
exchange  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  prifoners,  captivated  at  St. 
John's  and  Chamblee,  for  thofe,  in  the  fefvice  of  the  United  States, 
taken  in  Canada  : 

That  major  Meggs  be  exchanged  for  major  French,  and  captain 
Henry  Dearbourne  for  an  officer  of  his  rank  : 

That  in  cafe  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners  fhould  not  be  agreed 
to,  that  provifion  be  made  for  fupplying  our  prifoners  in  Canada 
with  neceffaries,  by  procuring  and  fending  bills  of  exchange,  drawn 
by  Britifh  officers,  prifoners  in  thefe  ftates  ;  or,  if  fuch  cannot  be 
obtained,  that  cam  be  fent  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Mary- 
land, to  raife  and  arm  two  battalions  upon  the  continental  eftab- 
lifhment : 

That  the  men  for  the  faid  battalions  be  enlifted  to  ferve  during 
the  war,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  faid  convention  recommend  to  Congrefs  fuitable  per- 
fons  for  field-officers  of  the  faid  battalions,  and  appoint  all  the  other 
officers  : 

That  the  faid  battalions  be  taken  into  continental  pay  fo  foon  as 
they  are  armed  and  accoutred  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muftered  : 

That  20,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  faid  convention,  to  defray 
the  expenfes  of  railing  the  faid  battalions  ;  to  be  accounted  for  to 
Congrefs. 

Colonel  Biddle  having,  by  order  of  general  Mercer,  applied  for 
the  following  articles,  viz.  500  fire-locks  with  bayonets,  500  bayo- 
nets with  fcabbards  of  different  fizes,  200  fpare  ramrods,  4000 
priming  wires,  and  20.000  flints  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commiffary,  be  directed  to  pro- 
vide and  deliver  to  colonel  Biddle,  or  his  order,  the  above  articles, 
or  as  many  of  them  as  can  be  procured. 

The  ftveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pcftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Mondat,  August  19,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings and  judgment  of  a  court-martial  againft  colonel  Donald 
Campbell  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  and  judgment  of  the  court-mar- 
tial be  fent  to  gen.  Schuyler  for  his  approbation  or  difapprobation. 

Another  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with  pa- 
pers enclofed,  relative  to  Mr.  Nubile,  a  foreigner,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  Avar. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  commodore  Hopkins,  was  read; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  commodore  Hopkins  be  directed  to  repair  to 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  formerly  put  un- 
der his  care. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  lieutenant  M.  Johnfon,  was  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  ftoppage  of  lieutenant  M.  Johnfon's  pay  be 
taken  off,  and  that  he  receive  what  is  due  to  him. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  brigadier-general  Woofter,  was  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  captain  James  Chapman 
to  be  major  of  colonel  Tyler's  battalion,  and  captain  Thomas  Dyer 
to  be  major  of  colonel  Durkee's, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  empowered  to  employ 
another  prefs  to  print  the  bills  of  credit,  and  that  Matthew  Clark- 
fon  and  Walter  Shee,  Efqrs;  be  appointed  fuperintendants  of  the 
prefs,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  appointed  for  that  fervice. 

A  petition  from  Chapman  Afhur  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and 
read. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letters  from  the 
commiffioners  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  departments  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  commiffioners 
in  the  middle  department,  to  poflpone  the  holding  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians  in  their  department,  to  fuch  time  as  they  think  heft  ; 
and  that,  if,  by  continuing  at  Pittfburgh  in  the  mean  while,  they 
are  of  opinion  they  fhall  be  able  to  bring  the  Indians  into  a  friendly 
difpofition,  and  to  render  the  treaty  more  general,  they  be  defired 
to  continue  there  : 

That  the  invitation  given  by  the  faid  commiffioners  to  fuch  of 
the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  as  live  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  to 
attend  the  faid  treaty,  be  approved  : 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  inflrucled  to  make  diligent  enqui- 
ry into  the  murder  lately  committed  by  Indians,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pittfburgh,  on  one  Crawford  ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  they  dif- 
cover  by  whom  the  fame  was  committed,  they  demand  due  punifh- 
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merit  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  -which  being  granted,  this  Con- 
grefs  will  not  conlrder  the  fame  as  a  national  aft  : 

That  the  laid  commiffioners  invite  fuch  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  their  department,  as  they  think  belt,  to  viiit  Congrefs 
at  Philadelphia,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  Avith  them  : 

That  the  following  extract  from  the  fpeech  of  Logan,  an  Indian 
chief,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners  for  the  middle  depart- 
ment, viz.  "  We  ftill  hear  bad  news.  Connefdico  and  fome  of  us 
are  conttantly  threatened.  And  the  Bear-flan,  a  trader  from  Penn- 
fylvania,  amongfl  others,  fays,  a  great  reward  is  offered  to  any 
perfon,  who  will  take  or  entice  either  of  us  to  Pittfburgh,  where 
we  are  to  be  hanged  up  like  dogs  by  the  Big-knife.  This  being 
true,  how  can  we  think  of  what  is  good.  That  it  is  true  we  have 
no  doubt,  and  you  may  depend  on  it,  that  the  Bear-ikin  told  Me- 
topfica  every  word  of  what  I  have  mentioned."  And  that  they  be 
directed  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  remove  every  jealouiy  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  from  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
And,  as  it  may  poffibly  happen,  that  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
Indian  trade,  in  order  to  engrofs  to  themfelves  or  to  the  traders  of 
their  own  ftate,  the  whole  of  the  laid  Indian  trade,  may,  by  falfe 
fuggeftions,  endeavour  to  poifonthe  minds  of  the  faid  Indians,  and 
render  them  inimical  to  any  other  ftate,  and  to  involve  fuch  ftate 
in  an  Indian  war,  that  it  be  therefore  recommended  to  the  affem- 
blies  and  conventions  of  the  feveral  ftates,  from  which  trade  is  car- 
ried on  with  the  Indians,  that  they  take  the  moft  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  the  traders  of  their  refpective  ftates  from  purfuing 
a  practice  fo  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  Indian  fpeech  as  relates  to  the  Nantikokes, 
be  lent  to  the  convention  of  Maryland,  and  that  they  be  requefted 
to  give  Congrefs  fuch  information  upon  the  fubject  as  they  can 
obtain  : 

That  agreeable  to  the  proportion  from  the  commiffioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department,  Mr.  Galphin  and  Mr. 
Ray  be  defired  to  invite  fuch  of  the  head  men  of  the  Creeks,  as 
they  (hall  think  expedient,  to  vifit  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  and 
that  Mr.  Galphin  or  Mr.  Ray  be  requefted  to  attend  them  hither, 
and  that  Congrefs  will  defray  the  expenfes  of  fuch  journey. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report  refpe&ing  the  neutrality 
of  the  Indians  be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  1200  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  com- 
miffioners appointed  to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  army 
at  New-York,  and  in  the  northern  department ;  they  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  as  re- 
viled by  the  committee  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Archibald  Hamilton  be  permitted  to  re- 
fide  at  New-Brunfwick,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  petition  from  Elifha 
Swift,  Sec.  brought  in  their  report. 
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The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Vanderhyden  for  clothing-  fupplied  the  army  in  Ca- 
nada, viz.  capt.  Ten  Eyck's  company,  £.  256  :  15:5;  to  capt. 
John  Vifher's  company,  £.  188  :  14:5;  to  capt.  John  Vifgar, 
£.  34  :  6  :  6  ;  to  capt.  John  Graim,  £.52:0:7;  to  gen.  Arnold, 
for  the  army,  £.4:19:0;  for  fhoes  purchafed  by  order  of  the 
commiffioners  of  Congrefs,  £.  2  1  :  12  :  0;  the  whole  amounting 
to  £.  595  :  7  :  11,  lawful  money,  equal  to  1984  dollars  and  ffths  : 

To  George  Morgan,  Efq;  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for 
fundries  fupplied  for  the  middle  department,  to  be  charged  to  the 
commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  faid  department,  377  dollars 
and  l-l^13  : 

To  Robert  Irwin  for  the  hire  of  four  teams  and  their  ferriage  to 
New-York,  162  dollars  and  |£ ths  : 

To  Chriftian  Voigt  for  116  meals  fupplied  the  troops  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  7  dollars  and  Mths  ;  and  that  the  fame  be 
paid  to  George  Hufnagel  : 

To  George  Hufnagel  for  666  meals  fupplied  the  troops  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  42  dollars  and  f f ths  : 

To  colonel  Jeremiah  Dugan  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for 
fupplies  to  the  army  in  Canada,  exclufive  of  fundry  articles  for 
which  he  has  produced  no  vouchers,  698  dollars  and  -g^-ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  August  20,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Wamington,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Harduin  Mertlet,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Canada  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  petition  from  Dr. 
Stringer,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Morgan  was  appointed  director-general  and 
phyfician  in  chief  of  the  American  hofpital  : 

That  Dr.  Stringer  was  appointed  director  and  phyfician  of  the 
hofpital  in  the  northern  department  only  : 

That  every  director  of  a  hofpital  poffeffes  the  exclufive  right  of 
appointing  furgeons  and  hofpital  officers  of  all  kinds,  agreeable  to 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  17th  of  July,  in  his  own  depart- 
ment, unlefs  otherwife  directed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  Dr.  Stringer  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  furgeon  for  the 
fleet  now  fitting  out  upon  the  lakes  : 

That  a  druggift  be  appointed  in  Philadelphia,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
fhall  be,  to  receive  and  deliver  all  medicines,  inftruments  and  fhop- 
furniture  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States ; 
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That  a  falary  of  30  dollars  a-month  be  paid  to  the  faid  druggift 
for  his  labour. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledYion  of  a  druggift,  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Dr.  William  Smith  was  elected. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Haight,  for  fundry  fupplies  of  provifions  and  wood 
for  the  prifoners  at  Burlington,  from  the  10th  June  to  the  18th 
Julylaft,  277  dollars  and  -||tlls  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  Meafe  isf  Caldwell  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Paine  : 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and, 
after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton 
reported,  that  the  committee,  having  had  under  confideration  the 
articles  of  confederation,  have  gone  through  the  fame,  and  agreed 
to  fundry  articles,  which  he  was  ordered  to  fubmit  to  Congrefs. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  eighty  copies  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  as 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  printed  under  the 
fame  injunctions  as  the  former  articles,  and  delivered  to  the  mem- 
bers under  the  like  inftru&ions  as  formerly. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hamilton  Young  be  permitted  to  refide  in 
Pennfylvania,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  device  for  a  great  feal  for 
the  United  States,  brought  in  the  fame,  with  an  explanation  thereof: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  19  th,  from  general  Waftiington,  was  read. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  the  crews  of  fome  of 
the  American  veffels  have  rifen  againft  their  captains,  and  pirati- 
cally feized  the  veffels,  and  that  one  of  them  being  carried  into 
England,  the  pirates  have  been  publicly  countenanced,  and  the 
veffel  and  cargo  taken  by  adminiftration,  and  lent  to  victual  their 
fleet  and  army  in  America  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  captures,  and  report  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Jef. 
ferfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  August  21,   1776. 

A  petition  from  Prudehcme  la  Juneffe  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Par- 
fons  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  j  where* 
upon, 


AUGUST  1776.  303 

Resolved,  That  Bazil  Bouderot,  mentioned  in  the  faid  memorial, 
be  fent  to  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  there  delivered  to 
the  council  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
faid  council  to  proceed  againft  the  faid  Bazil  Bouderot  according 
to  the  laws  of  their  ftate  ;  but,  if  they  have  no  law  by  which  crimes 
committed  out  of  their  ftate  may  be  tried  within  the  fame,  that 
then  they  confine  the  faid  Bazil  Bouderot,  until  the  fituation  of 
public  affairs  will  admit  his  being  removed  to  Nova-Scotia,  where 
the  crime  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  and  there  fubmitted 
to  a  fair  trial,  according  to  the  ancient  laws  of  that  province. 

The  committee  to  whom  part  of  the  report  from  the  committee 
on  fpies  was  re-committed,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  fame 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  perfons,  not  members  of,  nor  owing  allegiance 
to  any  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  defcribed  in  a  refolution 
of  Congrefs  of  the  24th  of  June  laft,  who  fhall  be  found  lurking 
as  fpies  in  or  about  the  fortifications  or  encampments  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  fhall  fuffer  death,  accor- 
ding to  the  law  and  ufage  of  nations,  by  fentence  of  a  court-martial, 
or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fuch  court-martial  fhall  direct. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolution  be  printed  at  the  end  of  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-gene- 
ral  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  at  New- York. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  cannon-committee  be  directed  to  contract,  for 
the  immediate  cafting  of  fix  6  pounders,  fix  12  pounders,  four  S 
inch  howitzers,  four  6  inch  howitzers,  and  fix  cohorn  mortars,  to  be 
made  of  brafs,  if  a  fufficient  quantitv  of  that  metal  can  be  pro- 
cured ;  if  not,  to  be  caft  of  iron,  and  fent,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
general  Gates  for  the  ufe  of  the  northern  army,  and  that  the  faid 
committee  provide  alfo  carriages,  and  every  thing  neceffary  to  com- 
plete the  faid  artillery  for  fervice  : 

That  major-general  Ward  be  authorized  and  reo^iefted,  if  his 
health  will  permit,  to  continue  in  the  command  of  the  forces  'in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  eaftern  department,  until 
farther  orders  : 

That  the  cannon-committee  be  authorized  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  copper  faid  to  be  at  New-London,  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Henry  Knox  be  authorized  to  draw  upon 
the  pay-mafter-general  for  money  fufficient  to  pay  for  any  quantity 
of  copper  that  can  be  procured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States  ; 
he  to  render  an  account  of  the  fums  drawn  for,  and  the  copper  pur- 
chafed. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington,  read  yefter- 
day,  and  that  of  the  12th,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to 
She  board  of  war. 
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A  letter  to  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revife  the 
refolutions  of  Congrefs,  reflecting  the  place  where  prizes  are  to  be 
carried  into,  and  to  bring  in  fuch  farther  refolutions  as  to  them 
fhall  feem  proper  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tiiursdat,  August  22,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  copy  of 
major  Bigelow's  journal,  and  gen.  Carleton's  order  of  the  4th  of  Au- 
guft  ;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  16th  from  general  Schuyler,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  Avar : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

The  preiident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  warrant  for  apprehending 
Thomas  Reed,  Patrick Ballantine,  and  Robert  Gilmore,  and  inform- 
ed, that,  in  confequence  thereof,  a  party  of  light-horfe  have  brought 
the  prifoners  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  are  confined,  under  a 
guard,  at  the  Indian-Queen  tavern  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prifoners  be  lent  for  examination  to  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  1400  dollars  be  paid  to  Alexander  Tod,  it  being 
in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour,  drawn  by  George  Morgan,  for 
goods  purchafed  for  the  treaty  at  Pittfburgh,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  accounts  of  the  commifuoners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  colonel  Mark  Bird,  who  has  contracted  to  caffc 
cannon  for  the  United  States  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read, 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of 
the  18th,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration,  the  form  of  a  treaty  ;  and,  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter  to  them  refer- 
red ;  but,  not  having,  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defired 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  plan  of  fo- 
reign treaties. 

A  letter  of  the  18th,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland* 
■was  read  ;  whereupon, 


AUGUST  1776.  SOS 

Resolved,  That  26,666  dollars  and  |ds,  be  advanced  to  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  railed  for  the 
flying-camp  ;  they  to  he  accountable. 

A  letter  from  brigadier-gen.  Lewis  ;  alfo,  a  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Carliile,  in  Pennsylvania,  encloling  a  memorial  from  the 
officers,  prifoners  there,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Dudley  Saltonftall 
to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Trumbull  ;  Jonathan  Maltbay,  firft- 
lieutenant,  and  David  Phipps   to  be  fecond-lieutenant  of  the  faid 

frigate  ; Wilfon  to  be  firft-lieutenant  of  the  Wafliington,  and 

John  Nieholfon  to  be  fecond-lieutenant  of  ditto  ;  John  Hodge  to 
command  the  Montgomery  frigate,  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  coinmiflions  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
major  Nichols,  a  number  of  mulkets,  fufficient  to  arm  the  marines 
under  his  command  in  this  city. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  a  writing-delk,  {tools,  &c.  for  the  board 
of  Avar,  the  fum  of  3 1  dollars  and  f|-ths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  120  camp-kettles,  delivered  to  deputy  quar- 
ter-mafter-general  C.  Biddle,  1 60  dollars  : 

To  John  Bogart,  for  the  expenfes  of  burying  a  foldier  of  capt. 
Harman's  company,  and  for  maintenance  and  nurfing  of  him,  and 
one  other  foldier,  belonging  to  capt.  Willet's  company,  both  of  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  19  dollars  and  J^-ths  ;  and  for  the  ex- 
penfe  of  guards  efcorting  powder,  &c.  5  dollars  and  -||ths  ;  both 
amounting  to  24  dollars  and  |~jths ;  and  to  be  paid  to  Joleph  Burrell : 

To  Ofwald  Eve,  for  furveying  the  inlets  to  the  northward  of  Cape- 
May,  by  order  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  224  dollars  and  -§£ths  : 

To  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Pafchall  and  Michael  Hillegas,  for 
fuperintending  the  prefs  from  December  the  13th,  1775,  to  Febru- 
ary the  3d,  1776,  in  printing  the  fecond  emiffion  of  continental  bills 
of  credit,  and  of  the  10,000  dollars,  ftruck  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
changing torn  and  ragged  bills,  45  days  each,  at  two  dollars, 
agreeable  to  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  270  dollars  : 

To  James  Budden,  for  hire  of  waggons  and  expenfes  of  prifon- 
ers, &.c.  to  Reading  and  Carliile,  164  dollars  and  f-^ths  : 

Odered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  August  23,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  21  ft  from  general  Wafliington,  enclofing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  him  to  lord  Howe,  together  with  his  lordihip's 
anfwer,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  with 
orders  to  publiih  the  general's  letter  to  lord  Howe,  and  his  lord- 
ihip's anfwer. 

A  petition  from  William  Holton  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 
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A  petition  from  James  M'Henry  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  Prahl,  gun-fmith,  was  read  ;  praying 
that  the  workmen  in  his  manufactory  may  be  exempted  from  going 
to  the  flying-camp,  and  that  two  of  his  workmen,  who  have  enlifted, 
may  be  discharged  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  to  whom  the 
application  from  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants fettled  under  Connecticut,  in  the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coniideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  fix  companies,  on  the  continental  eftablifhment, 
be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  pofted  along  the  frontiers  of  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  parts  adjacent,  till  further  orders- 
of  Congrefs  : 

That  fuitable  perfons  be  recommended  to  Congrefs,  by  the  con- 
vention of  Pennfylvania,  for  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  to 
command  the  laid  forces,  and  that  the  laid  convention  appoint  the 
captains  and  fubalterns  : 

That  two  companies,  on  the  continental  eftablifhment,  be  raifed 
in  the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  and  ftationed  in  proper  places  for 
the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  and  parts  adjacent, 
till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  ;  the  commiffioned  officers  of  the 
laid  two  companies  to  be  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  men  to  be  raifed  as  aforefaid,  commence 
when  they  are  armed  and  muftered,  and  that  they  be  liable  to  ferve 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  when  ordered  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  faid  troops  be  enlifted  to  ferve  during  the  war,  unlefs 
fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  any  number  of  troops,  ordered  into  the  fervice 
of  the  continent,  by  Maryland,  above  the  quota  of  that  ftate,  be 
taken  into  continental  pay. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Temple,  of  Charleftown,  into  Maffachufetts- 
Eay,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Stonef 

Resoked,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the  public  fervice  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  marine 
committee  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  purchafe  materials,  in  all  fuch  parts  of  America  as  they  may 
think  proper,  for  building  more  fhips  of  war,  and  that  the  faid  com- 
mittee report  to  Congrefs  a  plan  of  the  fliips  that  fhould  be  built 
in  addition  to  the  prefent  navy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Mondat,  August  26,   1776. 

Three  letters,  of  the  22d  and  23d,  from  general  Wafhington, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed  ;  a  letter  from  William  Finnie,  deputy 
quarter-mafter-general  of  the  fouthern  department,  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Schuyler,  was  read  ;  and  the 
fame,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with  the  In- 
dians, at  the  German-Flats,  were  referred  to  the  {landing  committee 
on  Indian  affairs. 

A  letter  from  William  Coxe  and  others,  owners  of  three  priva- 
teers fitting  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

A  petition  from  George  Meafam  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  fundry  officers,  when  Jo- 
nathan Dayton  was  elected  regimental  pay-mafter  of  colonel  Day- 
ton's battalion  ;  Robert  Durkee  and  Samuel  Ranfom,  captains  of 
the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of  Weftmore- 
land ;  James  Wellis,  and  Perin  Rofs,  firft-lieutenants  ;  Afhael 
Buck  and  Simon  Spalding,  fecond-lieutenants  ;  and  Heman  Swift 
and  Matthew  Hollomback,  enfigns  of  the  laid  companies. 

On  application  from  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  faid  convention  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  council  of  fafety  ; 
the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  to  cap- 
tain Durkee,  200  lb.  of  powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of 
lead,  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  Weftmoreland  companies. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  full  for  500  lb.  of  pow- 
der purchafed  on  the  Eaftern-Shore,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
forces. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  empowered  to  give  orders  for 
the  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurers  of  North-Carolina 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  in  that  ftate. 

On  application  of  the  parties, 

Resolved,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  appeal 
againft  the  verdict  and  judgement,  parted  upon  the  fchooner  Thiftle, 
be  farther  poftponed  to  Monday,  the  9th  of  September  next. 

A  petition  from  fundry  paper-makers,  wasprefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read,  praying,  that  Nathan  Sellers,  an  affociator  in  colonel  Paf- 
chall's  battalion,  may  be  ordered  back  from  New-Jerfey,  to  make 
and  prepare  moulds,  wafhefs  and  utenfils  for  carrying  on  the  paper 
manufactory  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  difabled  foldiers 
and  feamen,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  fome  commifiioned 
and  non-commiffioned  officers  of  the  army  and  navv,  as  alfo  private 
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foldiers,  marines  and  feamen,  may  lofe  a  limb,  or  be  otherwife  Co 
difabled,  as  co  prevent  their  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  getting 
their  livelihood,  and  may  (land  in  need  of  relief  : 

Resolved,  That  every  commiffioned  officer,  non-commiffioned  of- 
ficer, and  private  foldier,  who  fhall  lofe  a  limb,  in  any  engagement, 
or  be  fo  difabled  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  to  render  him  incapable  afterwards  cf  getting  a  livelihood,  fhall 
receive,  during  his  life,  or  the  continuance  of  fuch  difability,  the 
one-half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time  that  his  pay  a* 
an  officer  or  foldier  ceafes  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  committee  as  here- 
after mentioned  : 

That  every  commander  of  any  (hip  of  war  or  armed  vefTel,  com- 
miffioned officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  who  fhall  lofe  a  limb  in  any  engage- 
ment in  which  no  prize  fhall  be  taken,  or  be  therein  otherwife  fo 
difabled  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  getting  a  livelihood,  fhall 
receive,  during  his  life,  or  the  continuance  of  fuch  difability,  the 
one-half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time  that  his  pay 
as  an  officer  or  marine,  or  feaman,  ceafes  ;  to  be  paid  as  hereafter 
mentioned.  But,  in  cafe  a  prize  fhall  be  taken  at  the  time  fuch  lofs 
of  limb  or  other  difability  mail  happen,  then  fuch  fum,  as  he  may 
receive  out  of  the  net  profits  of  fuch  prize,  before  a  dividend  is 
made  of  the  fame,  agreeable  to  former  orders  ofCongrefs,  fhall  be 
confidered  as  part  of  his  half-pay,  and  computed  accordingly  : 

That  every  commiffioned  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  and 
priVate  foldier,  in  the  army,  and  every  commander,  commiffion  offi- 
cer, warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  of  any  of  the  fhips  of  war, 
or  armed  veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
fhall  be  wounded  in  any  engagement,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable 
of  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy,  though  not  totally  difabled  from 
getting  a  livelihood,  fhall  receive  fuch  monthly  fum  as  fhall  be  judg- 
ed adequate  by  the  affembly  or  other  reprefentative  body  of  the 
ftate  where  he  belongs  or  refides,  upon  application  to  them  for  that 
purpofe,  provided  the  fame  doth  not  exceed  his  half-pay. 

Provided  that  no  commiffioned  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer 
and  private  foldier,  in  the  army,  commander,  commiffion  officer, 
warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  of  any  of  the  fhips  of  war  or 
armed  veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
fhall  be  wounded  or  difabled  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  entitled  to  his 
half-pay  or  other  allowance,  unlefs  he  produce  to  the  committee  or 
officer  appointed  to  receive  the  fame,  in  the  ftate  where  he  refides  or 
belongs,  or  to  the  affembly  or  legiflative  body  of  fuch  ftate,  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  commanding  officer,  who  was  in  the  fame  engage- 
ment in  which  he  was  fo  wounded,  or  in  cafe  of  his  death,  from 
fome  other  officer  of  the  fame  corps,  and  the  furgeon  that  attend- 
ed him,  or  a  certificate  from  the  commander  of  the  fhip  of  war  or 
armed  veffel engaged  in  the  a&ion,  in  which  any  officer,  marine  or 
feaman  received  his  wound,  and  from  the  furgeon  who  attended 
him,  of  the  name  of  the  perfen  fo   wounded,  his  office,  rank,  dc- 
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partment,  regiment,  company,  fhip  of  war,  or  armed  veffel  to  which 
he  belonged,  his  office  or  rank  therein,  the  nature  of  his  wound, 
and  in  what  action  or  engagement  he  received  it : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies  or  legiflative 
bodies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  fome  perfon  or 
perfons  in  their  refpe&ive  Mates,  who  mall  receive  and  examine  all 
fuch  certificates,  as  may  be  prefented  to  them,  and  regifter  the  fame 
in  a  book,  and  alfo  what  fupport  is  adjudged  by  the  affembly  or  le- 
giflative body  of  their  ftate,  to  thofe,  whofe  cafe  requires  but  a  par- 
tial fupport,  and  alfo  of  the  payment  from  time  to  time  of  every 
half-pay  and  other  allowance,  and  of  the  death  of  fuch  difabled  per- 
fon,  or  ceafing  of  fuch  allowance,  and  (hall  make  a  fair  and  regu- 
lar report  of  the  fame  quarterly  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  or 
board  of  war,  where  a  feparate  record  fhall  be  kept  of  the  fame  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  alTemblies  or  legiflative  bodies 
of  the  feveral  ftates,  to  caufe  payment  to  be  made  of  all  fuch  half- 
pay  or  other  allowances  as  fhall  be  adjudged  due  to  the  perfons 
aforenamed,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Provided,  that  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  that  may  be  entitled 
to  the  aforefaid  penfion,  and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  doing  guard 
or  garrifon-duty,  fhall  be  formed  into  a  corps  of  invalids,  and  fub- 
jedl  to  the  faid  duty  ;  and  all  officers,  marines  and  feamen  of  the 
navy  who  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  penfion  aforefaid,  and  fhall  be 
found  capable  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy  or  any  depart- 
ment thereof,  fhall  be  liable  to  be  fo  employed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  publifhed. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  Dr.  M'Henry's  petition  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  merit  and 
fervices  of  Dr.  M'Henry,  and  recommend  to  the  directors  of  the 
different  hcfpitals  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  appoint  Dr. 
M'Henry  to  the  firfr.  vacancy  that  fhall  happen,  of  a  furgeon's 
birth  in  any  of  the  faid  hcfpitals. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  colonel  James  Wilfon,  was  read,  and 
referred  to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

»3S»-<£>«iB*s*. 

Tuesday,  August  27,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  general  Mercer,  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Pelatiah  Webfter  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read,  praying  leave  to  fell  the  floop  Betfey,  belonging  to  Abiel 
Wood,  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  Province  of  Maine  ;  from  felling 
of  which  he  is  reftrained  by  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  of  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  account  of  exceptions  taken  to 
the  political  character  of  the  owner  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  fell  the  faid  floop; 
the  money  arifing  from  the  fale,  to  be  lodg-ed  in  the  hands  of  the 
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affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  by  them  difpofed  of  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  other  eftate  of  the  owner. 

Resolved,  That  Zebulon  Butler,  Efq;  be  appointed  to  fupply  the 
two  companies,  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of  Weftmorekmd, 
with  provifions  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  therefor,  at  the  rate  of 
-Jg-th  part  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  until  farther  order  of  Congrefs. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
federation ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  to  provide  clothing  for  the  continental  troops 
raifed  in  that  ftate  ;  the  expenfe  of  the  faid  clothing  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  continental  military-cheft  for  the  fouthern  department, 
and  dedu&ed  out  of  the  foldiers'  pay  : 

That  Mr.  Meafam,  who  petitions  to  be  provided  for  on  the  fcore 
of  his  having  ferved  in  Canada,  and  alfo  defires  payment  of  an  ac- 
count againft  the  continent,  be  referred  to  the  treafury-board,  for 
a  fettlement  of  his  account. 

Resolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direcled  to  deliver  to 
the  Maryland  troops,  fuch  arms  as  are  in  their  poffeffion,  belonging 
to  the  continent,  and  not  already  appropriated  ;  the  ftate  of  Mary-? 
land  to  be  accountable  for  fuch  arms  delivered  to  their  troops. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Wilfon  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  : 
whereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Congrefs  proceeding  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the  expe- 
diency of  inviting,  from  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  fuch 
foreigners  as  are  engaged  therein,  and  expecting  that,  among  the 
officers  having  command  in  the  faid  foreign  corps,  there  may  be 
many  of  liberal  minds,  poffeffing  juft  fentiments  of  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  and  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  freedom,  who  may 
be  prompted  to  renounce  fo  difhonourable  a  fervice,  by  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  and  a  juft  indignation  at  the  office  to  which  they  are 
devoted  by  an  infamous  contract  between  two  arbitrary  fovereigns, 
and  at  the  infult  offered  them,  by  compelling  them  to  wage  war 
againft  an  innocent  people,  who  never  offended  them,  nor  the  na- 
tion to  which  they  belong,  but  are  only  contending  for  their  juft 
rights  ;  and  willing  to  tender  to  them  alfo,  as  they  had  before  done 
to  the  foldiers  of  their  corps,  a  participation  of  the  bleffings  of  peace, 
liberty,  property  and  mild  government  ; 

Resolved)  That  this  Congrefs  will  give,  to  all  fuch  of  the  faid 
foreign  officers,  as  mall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
in  America,  and  choofe  to  become  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  unappro- 
priated lands,  in  the  following  Quantities  and  proportions,  to  them 
and  their  heirs  in  abfolute  dominion  ;  to  a  colonel,  1000  acres  ;  to 
a  lieutenant-colonel,  800  acres  ;  to  a  major,  600  acres ;  to  a  captain, 
400  acres  ;  to  a  lieutenant,  300  acres  ;  to  an  enfign,  200  acres  ;  to 
jsvery  non-commiffioned,  100  acres,  and  to  every  other  officer  or 
perfon  employed  in  the  faid  foreign  corps,  and  whofe  office  or  em- 
ployment is  not  here  fpecifically  named,  in  the  like  proportion  tQ 
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their  rank  or  pay  in  the  faid  corps  ;  and,  moreover,  that  where  any 
officers  fhall  bring  with  them  a  number  of  the  faid  foreign  foldiers, 
thisCongrefs,  beiides  the  lands  before  promifed  to  the  faid  officers 
and  foldiers,  will  give  to  fuch  officers  further  rewards  proportioned 
to  the  numbers  they  fhall  bring  over,  and  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
their  wants.  Provided,  that  fuch  foreign  officers  or  foldiers  fhall 
come  over  from  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  before  thefe 
offers  fhall  be  recalled. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  agrees  to  the  proposition  from  ge- 
neral Howe,  that  in  exchange  of  priibners,  the  choice  fhall  be  made 
by  the  refpective  commanders  for  their  own  officers  and  men  ;  pro- 
vided the  refpective  commanders  fhall  alfo  have  a  right  to  make 
choice  what  citizens  fhall  be  given  in  exchange  by  the  other. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confiderationthe  plan  of  foreign  treaties  ;  and,  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  gone  through  the  fame,  and  made  fundry  amend- 
ments therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  the  amendments,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  original  plan,  in  or- 
der to  draw  up  inftruttions  purfuant  to  the  amendments  made  by 
the  committee  of  the  whole  : 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  petition  from  the  deputy  commiffary-general  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Sundry  members  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  revife  the  jour- 
nals, and  fuperintend  the  printing  thereof,  being  abfent, 

Resolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee, 
and  that  any  two  be  a  quorum  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, and  Mr.  Walton. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  August  28,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  general  Walhington,  enclofing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  lord  Drummond  ;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  27th, 
from  captain  Wade,  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  captain  Wade  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  fend  him  100  dol- 
lars ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Bankfon,  and  one  from  Jean  Langeay, 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  500,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  marine  committee,  who  are  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer, in  favour  of  the  delegates    of  Georgia,   for  the  purpofe  of 
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purchasing  rifles  for  the  troops  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence 
of  that  ftate,  and  for  defraying  the  expenfes  of  their  march  to 
Georgia  ;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
thereof. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  one  of  the  Virginia  battalions  was 
on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  and  that  they  intend  to  pafs  through 
York-town  and  Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  faid  battalion  be 
directed  to  march  from  York-town,  by  the  neareft  route,  to  New- 
Jerfey  ;  there  to  be  fubjecl  to  the  orders  of  general  Wafhington. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Jofeph  Greenway 
to  be  third-lieutenant  on  board  the  Delaware  frigate,  commanded 
by  Charles  Alexander,  Efq; 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commiffion  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Fowler  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
{landing  committee  for  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  lend  ten 
bolts  of  light  duck  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  from  that  ftate  ;  provided  the  fame  can  be  done  without 
prejudicing  the  marine  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  312  dollars  and  §|ths  be  drawn  on 
the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  medical  committee  ;  the  fame  being 
for  a  box  of  rhubarb  bought  by  them  of  Pelatiah  Webfter. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  produced  new  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  Virginia,  set.  In  Convention,  Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 

"  The  convention  proceeded,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
to  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general 
Congrefs,  and,  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  and  put  the 
fame  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Treafurer,  Mr.  George  Mafon,  Mr. 
Blair,  Mr.  Holt,  and  Mr.  Henry  Tazewell,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  fame,  and  report  upon  whom  the  majority 
falls  ;  and,  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  the 
majority  was  in  favour  of  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nelfon,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferfon  and  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efqrs; 
Resolved  therefore,  that  the  faid  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nelfon, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferfon,  and  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, 
Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  delegates,  to  reprefent 
this  colony  in  general  Congrefs  for  one  year,  from  the  1 1th  of  Au- 
guft  next. 

"  Resolved,  That  any  three  of  the  faid  delegates  be  a  fufficient 
number  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  faid  general  Congrefs. 

A  copy  :  John  Tazewell,  Clk.  Conv." 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Meafe  &  Caldwell  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  500  lb.  of  gun-powder  be  delivered  to  the  faid 
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Meafe  Is"  Caldwell,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  deer- {kins,  to  make 
breeches  for  the  foldiery  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  they 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fall  upon  proper  -ways 
and  means  of  procuring  a  further  fupply  of  deer-fkins,  for  the  like 
purpofe,  from  Georgia  and  South-Carolina. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Harriot 
Temple,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved^  That,  upon  the  faid  Harriot's  producing  to  the  quar- 
ter-mafter-general,  an  account  of  the  trees  which  were  cut  down 
upon  the  farm  of  Robert  Temple,  Efq;  for  the  purpofe  of  Supplying* 
the  continental  army  with  wood  for  firing,  or  for  the  purpoies  of 
fortifications,  fo  far  as  from  the  nature  of  the  circumftances  fuch 
destruction  can  be  afcertained  by  her,  the  quarter-mafter-general 
of  the  continental  army,  mail  make  her  a  juft  compensation  for  the 
fame,  in  fuch  manner  as  other  perfons  have  been  paid,  who  have 
fupplied  the  army  with  wood  for  thefe  purpofes  ;  and  the  quarter- 
mafter-general,  in  his  accounts,  (hall  be  allowed  for  the  fame,  by 
this  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
enquiring  into,  and  rectifying,  the  defects  in  the  powder,  manufac- 
tured for  the  United  States  ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  an  infpector  or  inSpectors  Sufficiently 
qualified  to  judge  the  goodnefs  of  gun-powder,  who  mall  examine 
every  cafk  of  gun-powder  manufactured,  or  to  be  purchafed  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  by  the  moft  approved  method  of  afcer- 
taining  the  quality  of  gun-powder,  the  faid  infpector  or  inSpectors  to 
receive  one-eighth  part  of  a  dollar  for  every  hundred  weight  of  pow- 
der he  or  they  fhall  fo  examine  : 

That  no  gun-powder  be  received  into  the  public  magazine  for  the 
life  of  the  United  States  of  America, or  delivered  from  the  powder- 
mills  for  that  purpofe,  but  fuch  as  has  been  approved  of  by  the  pub- 
lic infpector,  as  to  its  quicknefs  in  firing,  Strength,  drynefs,  and 
other  necefTary  qualities : 

That  the  infpector  mark  each  cafk  approved,  with  the  letters 
U.  S.  A.  and  fuch  other  marks  as  are  necefTary  to  diftinguifh  the 
Several  forts  of  gun-powder  : 

That  every  maker  of  gun-powder,  mark  every  cafk,  in  which  he 
fhall  pack  his  gun-powder,  with  the  firft  letters  of  his  name  : 

That  gun-powder  be  put  into  no  calks  but  fuch  as  are  well  fea- 
Soned  and  dry : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  States  of 
America,  to  cauSe  Suitable  infpectors  to  be  appointed,  to  examine 
and  determine  the  quality  of  all  gun-powder  manufactured  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  vend  any  gun- 
powder, manufactured  in  any  of  the  States  of  America,  unlefs  the 
fame,  in  the  judgment  of  fuch  infpector,  fhall  be  of  fufheient  qua- 
lity ;  and  to  make  Such  laws  for  executing  this,  or  any  other  regu- 
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lations  for  promoting  the  manufacture  of  good  gun-powder,  as  to 
them  may  feem  molt  convenient. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  infpector  of  gun- 
powder ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Robert  Towers  was  chofen. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general 
at  New- York  : 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnuRSDAr,  August  24,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  the  general's  fecre- 
tary,  and  one  of  the  28th,  from  general  Mercer,  both  giving  an  ac- 
count of  an  action  on  Long-Illand,  on  the  27th,  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  pay-mafter- 
general  for  the  flying-camp,  was  alfo  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Guftavus  Rifberg,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  Mr.  Dallam  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Dallam  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

It  being  reprefented  by  Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  late  commiffion- 
ers  to  Canada,  that  Monf.  Bernard  Moufac  de  la  Marquifie  had  a 
commiflion  given  to  him  by  the  faid  commiflioners,  to  be  a  captain 
and  engineer  in  one  of  the  regiments  to  be  raifed  there,  and  that 
he  loft  his  commiflion,  with  his  baggage,  at  Chamblee  ;  it  was,  there- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  a  new  commiflion  be  granted  to  him. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  cannon-committee. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Alpheus  Rice  to 
be  firft-lientenantof  marines,  onboard  the  brig  Hamden,  comman- 
ded by  Hoyfted  Hacker,  Efq; 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commiflion  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conhder  the  claims  of  Canadians, 
who  have  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  reported, 

That  Samuel  Morrifon,  who  appears,  by  the  certificates  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonels Williams  and  Brown,  to  have  been  at  the  liege  of 
Quebec  two  months  and  fix  days,  and  to  have  rendered  effential 
fervice  in  feveral  capacities,  and  had  been  promifed  a  commiflion  of 
captain,  which  he  never  received,  be  allowed  the  fum  of  40  dollars, 
in  full  for  his  faid  fervices  : 

That  the  petition  of  Hardouen  Merlet,  for  apenfion,  in  confide- 
ration  of  his  fervices,  not  being  fupported  by  any  certificate,  as  a 
voucher  relating  to  fuch  fervices,  no  allowance  can,  at  prefent,  pro- 
perly be  made  to  him  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Francis  Bourignon,  the  fum  of  45  dollars 
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and  Id,  due  to  him  for  his  fervice,  as  a  private,  three  months,  and 
as  a  ferje ant,  four  months,  in  col.  Hazen's  isf  col.  Brown's  regiments : 

The  laid  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Lee,  at  Charleftown,  with  an 
intercepted  letter  encloied,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  provide  proper  cloth- 
ing for  the  German  battalion,  and  alfo  for  the  two  Virginia  batta- 
lions on  their  march  to  New- York,  the  coft  of  which  clothing  to 
be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men  by  ftoppages. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  provide  pro- 
per arms  for  the  German  battalion  ;  and,  in  cafe  they  cannot  other- 
wife  provide  arms,  that  they  be  empowered  to  apply  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  thofe  ordered  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  marines  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James 
Meafe,  the  bale  of  clothes,  in  their  poffeflion,  for  the  public  fer- 
vice ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  import  the  medicines  or- 
dered by  the  medical  committee. 

The  committee  oftreafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  capt.  Cowden,  for  608  rations 
due  to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their  march  from  Lan- 
cafter  county,  on  their  way  to  New-Jerfey,  54  dollars  and  -Aths  : 

To  Jofeph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  capt.  James  Murray,  for  700 
rations  due  to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their  march 
from  Lancafter  county,  on  their  way  to  New-Jerfey,  61  dollars 
and  ffths  ; 

To  Richard  Chiney,  for  1311  meals,  fupplied  the  militia,  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  122  dollars  and  f|-ths  : 

To  David  Jones,  for  his"  pay  as  chaplain  to  the  3d  and  4th  Penn«. 
fylvania  battalions,  from  the  13th  of  June  to  the  29th  of  Auguft, 
inclufive,  84  dollars  and  -^-ths  : 

To  Jofiah  FifTenden,  for  fervic.es  as  an  exprefs,  including  horfe- 
hire  and  travelling  expenfes,  89  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  George  Meafam,  Efq;  be  continued  in  the  office 
of  fuperintendant,  commiffary  of  ftores,  except  artillery  ftores,  for 
the  northern  army,  with  the  pay  of  33  dollars  and  i-d  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  dcvife  ways 
and  means  of  regulating  the  poft-office,  and  of  eftablifhing  advice- 
boats  between  the  fouthern  colonies  and  Philadelphia,  fo  as  to  fa- 
cilitate and  expedite  the  conveying  intelligence  from  one  part  of 
the  continent  to  another: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr. 
Morris. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  enclofed  in  that  of  general  Lee's  of  the 
2d,  and  which  was  found  on  Long-Ifland,  in  South-Carolina,  be 
publifhed. 
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A  letter  from  Monfieur  Le  Chevalier  Saurelle  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  plan  of  treaties,  with 
the  amendments,  was  re-committed,  be  empowered  to  prepare  fuch 
farther  inftructions  as  to  them  fhall  feem  proper,  and  make  report 
thereof  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-m»®ot> 

Friday,  August  30,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
2 2d,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  the  duck,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Green,  at  Rhode- 
Ifland,  be  made  up  into  tents,  and  forwarded,  with  all-poilible  ex- 
pedition, to  general  Wafhington. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meai'e  be  directed  to  purchafe  all  the 
linen,  in  this  city,  fuitable  for  tents,  and  have  the  fame  made  up 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  report  to  Congrefs  immediately  the  quantity 
that  can  be  procured. 

A  memorial  from  David  White,  of  the  county  of  Summerfet,  in 
New-Jerfey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  from  the  (late  of  fafts  in  the  faid  memorial,  Con- 
grefs have  no  objection  to  Mr.  White's  being  excufed  from  bear- 
ing arms,  but  remit  the  fame  to  the  affembly  of  New-Jerfey,  to  whom 
the  enquiry  and  determination  properly  belong. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kofciufko  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
governor  Trumbull's  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  and,  after  debate, 
the  report  was  re-committed  for  the  purpofe  of  Hating  the  fafts 
and  circum  (lances  which  induced  governor  Trumbull  to  flop  the 
veffels  going  out  of  the  found. 

The  committee  for  regulating  the  poft-office,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  intelligence  with  frequen- 
cy and  difpatch,  from  one  part  to  another  of  this  extenfive  conti- 
nent, is  eflentially  requifite  to  its  fafety  ;  that,  therefore,  there  be 
employed,  on  the  public  poft-roads,  a  rider  for  every  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles,  whofe  buhnefs  it  fhall  be,  to  proceed  through  his  ftage 
three  times  in  every  week,  fetting  out  immediately  on  receipt  of  the 
mail,  and  travelling  with  the  fame,  by  night  and  by  day,  without 
flopping,  until  he  fliall  have  delivered  it  to  the  next  rider  ;  and  that 
the  poft-mafter-general  be  defired,  either  by  the  life  of  way-bills, 
or  by  fuch  other  means  as  he  fhall  find  raoft  efficacious,  to  prevent 
delays  in  the  riders,  or  to  difcover  where  they  happen,  that  fuch  di- 
latory riders  may  be  difcharged. 

-YikI,  as  it  is  requifite  that  the  deputy-poft-mafters  fliould  attend 
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with  punctuality  at  their  feveral  offices  for  the  fecii£t  and  delivery 
of  letters, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  thefe  ftates,  to  confider  how  far  it  may  be  confiftent  with 
the  policy  and  the  good  of  their  refpective  ftates,  to  excufe  fuch 
deputy-poft-m afters  from  thofe  public  duties,  which  may  call  them 
from  attendance  at  their  offices,  and  to  proceed  therein  as  to  their 
wifdom  lhall  feem  beft. 

Resolved,  That  three  advice-boats  be  eftablifhed ;  one  to  ply  be- 
tween the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  and  fuch  port  as  mall  be  moft 
convenient  to  the  place  at  which  the  Congrefs  fliall  be  fitting  ;  one 
other  between  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  and  the  faid  port,  and 
one  other  between  the  ftate  of  Georgia  and  the  fame  port  ;  that 
fuch  advice-boats  be  armed,  and  put  under  the  direction  of  the  fe- 
cret  committee,  who  are  empowered  to  freight  them  with  fuch  mer- 
chandizes or  commodities,  as,  without  retarding  their  paffage,  may, 
together  with  the  ufual  poftage  on  letters,  and  other  papers  trans- 
mitted by  them,  contribute  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  faid  boats. 

The  convention  of  New- York  having  reprefented  that,  for  want 
of  blackfmiths,  they  are  greatly  delayed  in  obftrucling  the  paffage 
of  Hudfon's  river,  in  the  Highlands,  which  is  an  object  of  great 
importance : 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  empowered  to 
employ,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  blackfmiths  that  are  now  en- 
gaged in  building  the  continental  frigates  at  Poughkeepfie. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Bell  £ir"  Co. 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  governor  Trumbull  to 
permit  the  floop  Freemafon,  Epaphros  Mygat,  mafter,  with  her  car* 
go,  belonging  to  the  petitioners,  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euftatia,  fo  foon  as  the  faid  mafter  fliall  judge  fhe  may 
fail  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the  coaft. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  claims  of  fundry 
Canadians,  report,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Andrew  Pepin,  for  two  months'  fervices  as  a  captain,  and 
fix  months'  fervices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  rations  during 
the  time  of  his  faid  fervices,  201  dollars  and  J-d  : 

To  James  Pellieur,  for  five  months'  fervices  as  a  private,  and 
three  months'  fervices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  one  ration  a- 
day,  during  the  faid  three  months'  99  dollars  and  Id  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Malchior  Meng,  for  waggon  and  horfe-hire,  carrying  money 
to  New- York,  efcorted  by  Mr.  Fullerton  and  others,  the  fum  of 
28  dollars  and  ^ths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  150  camp-kettles,  delivered  to  Clement  Bid- 
die,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,   200  dollars: 

To   Jacob   Hiltzheimer,  for   expreffes   to  Albany,  New- York, 
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Bofton,  Burlington,  ike.  between  the  11th  of  May  and  13th  of 
Auguft,  1776,  and  for  keeping  a  continental  horfe,  the  fum  of  537 
dollars  and  f#ths : 

To  capt.  John  Thacher,  for  the  pay  of  his  independent  company, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  at  New-York,  under  general 
Lee,  405  dollars  and  -g^ths  : 

To  George  Haas,  for  conveying  money  to  Albany,  21  clays,  at 
2  dollars,  and  expenfes  of  himfelf,  horfe-hire  aiid  ferriages,  100 
dollar-  vind  |-J-ths,  and  for  carriage  of  captain  Gamble's  baggage 
from  Philadelphia  to  Reading,  16  dollars;  the  whole  116  dollars 
and  fifths : 

To  Robert  Jewell,  333  dollars  and  f-!tns>  wxz'  f°r  n's  account 
for  entertaining  prifoners  in  gaol,  from  the  23d  of  July  to  the  20th 
of  Auguft,  inclufive,  234  dollars  and  f^ths  ;  for  his  account  for 
entertaining  ten  deferters,  from  the  23d  of  July  to  the  20th  of 
Auguft,  42  dollars  and  ffths,  and,  his  account  for  making  three 
pine  tables,  two  phie  defks,  a  book-cafe,  fign-board,  Sec.  for  trea- 
iury-board,   61  dollars  and  |~|ths  : 

To  William  Clayton,  for  303  meals  of  victuals  fupplied  the  mi- 
litia on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  30  dollars  and  f £ths  : 

To  Thomas  Cheefman,  for  carriage  of  32cwt.  1  lb.  3qrs.  falt- 
petre,  from  Egg-harbour  to  Cooper's-'ferry,  oppofite  to  Philadel- 
phia, 22  dollars  and  ff-ths  : 

Ordered,    That  the  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  August  31,  1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  major-general  Schuyler  at  Albany, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MondaT,  September  2,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  from  general  Wafhington,  en- 
clofmg  the  determination  of  a  council  of  war,  and  the  reafons  for 
quitting  Long-Mand,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling  : 

Alfo,  one  of  the  23d  from  general  Gates,  with  fundry  papers  en- 
clofed ;  one  from  fundry  field-officers  in  the  army  at  Ticonderoga, 
dated  the  19th  of  Auguft,  with  the  proceedings  between  a  court- 
martial  and  brigadier-general  Arnold  : 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  capt.  John  Nelfon,  and  one  from 
Benjamin  .Harrifon,  jun.  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  with  his  weekly 
account,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that  gen,  Sullivan  was  come  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  a  defign  to  communicate  a  meffage  from  lord  Howe, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted,  and  heard  before  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  Michael  Fitzgerald  ;  one  from  John  Weitzel, 
and  one  from  James  Paul  Govert,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war, 
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A  petition  from  Peter  Didhery  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  letter  from  William  Baufman,  of  Lancafter,  was  read  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1333  dollars  and  -id  be  drawn  on 
the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  for  defray- 
ing the  expenfe  of  the  barracks  ordered  to  be  built  in  that  bo- 
rough ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  4577  dollars  and  |§ths  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis,  Efq;  and  charged  to 
the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  pay-mafter-general  ; 
the  fame  being  for  fo  much  paid  by  Mr.  Lewis's  order  to  the  faid 
J.  Trumbull. 

A  memorial  from  Francis  Guillot  was  read,  and  referred  to  the- 
marine  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  for  afcer- 
taining  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver  coins  cur- 
rent in  thefe  ftates,  and  the  proportion  they  and  each  of  them  ought 
to  bear  to  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  brought  in  their  report,  whick 
was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  1ft  and  2d  Virginia  battalion 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer, in  favour  of  J.  Meafe,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

General  Sullivan  being  admitted,  delivered  a  verbal  melTage  he 
had  in  charge  from  lord  Howe,  which  he  was  deftred  to  reduce  to 
writing,  and  then  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  120,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  that  ftate,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Donald  M'Donald,  who  was  fent 
to  this  city  from  North-Carolina,  is  confidered  by  lord  Howe  as  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  majefty  : 

Resolved,  That  he  be  admitted  to  his  parole,  and  liberated  upon 
figning  the  form  prefcribed  by  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  Anthony  Mofengill  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  aifembly  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  next  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  agents  be  empowered  to  infpect 
or  appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons,  to  infpect  all  gun-pow- 
der manufactured  or  purchafed  in,  or  imported  into  the  refpeftive 
ftates,  wherein  they  refide,  on  account  of  the  United  States ; 
except  in  thole  ftates  where  an  infpector  is  appointed  by  Congrefs. 

The  committe  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  the  hire  of  waggons  going 
to  Egg-harbour  for  powder,  viz.   Adam   Weaver,  Joleph  Cham- 
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peney,  Michael  GrolTman,  Ifrael  Fry,  Jacob  Hindman  and  George 
Rafer,  one  trip  each,  and  David  Boxe,  William  Park  and  Alexan- 
der Miller,  two  trips  each,  making  twelve  trips,  allowing  five  days 
to  each,  at  4  dollars  a-day,  240  dollars  : 

To  capt.  James  Sterling,  664  dollars  and  -|^ths,  being  the  ba- 
lance of  his  account  for  the  expenfe  of  a  guard  appointed  to  convey 
a  number  of  Britifh  prifoners  from  Burlington  to  Lancafter,  and 
Frederick  county  in  Maryland,  with  waggon  and  horfe-hire,  amount- 
ing to  1464  dollars  and  |^ths,  of  which  fum  he  received  from  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  for  which  they  are  to  be 
credited,  July  16th,  1776,  100  dollars  ;  July  17th,  1776,  700  dol- 
lars, and  there  remains  664  dollars  and  ^th : 

Ordered^  That  the  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  September  3,    1776. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Mofes  Hazen  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcar- 
riages  in  Canada. 

General  Sullivan  having  reduced  to  writing  the-  verbal  meffage 
from  lord  Howe,  the  fame  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  following  is  the  purport  of  the  message  from  lord  Howe  to 
Congress,  by  general  Sullivan  : 

That,  though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  Congrefs  as 
fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  conference  with  fome 
of  the  members,  whom  he  would  confider  for  the  prefent  only  as 
private  gentlemen,  and  meet  them  himfelf  as  fuch,  at  fuch  place 
as  they  fhould  appoint : 

That  he,  in  conjunction  with  general  Howe,  had  full  powers  to 
compromife  the  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  both  ;  the  obtaining  of  which  delayed  him 
near  two  months  in  England,  and  prevented  his  arrival  at  this 
place  before  the  declaration  of  independency  took  place  : 

That  he  wilhed  a  compact  might  be  fettled  at  this  time,  when 
no  decifive  blow  was  (truck,  and  neither  party  could  fay,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  enter  into  fuch  agreement  : 

That,  in  cafe  Congrefs  were  difpofed  to  treat,  many  things, 
which  they  had  not  as  yet  afked,  might  and  ought  to  be  granted 
them  ;  and  that,  if,  upon  the  conference,  they  found  any  probable 
ground  of  an  accommodation,  the  authority  of  Congrefs  muft  be 
afterwards  acknowledged,  otherwife  the  compact  would  not  be  com* 
plete." 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Rcinlvcd,  That  the  part  of  the  faid  report,  which  relates  to  the 
eftabiifhing  a  port  between  Philadelphia  and  Ticonderoga,  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  for  regulating  the  poft-office,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder  of  the  report  lie  on  the  table  ; 


SEPTEMBER  1776.  321 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Huntington. 
Congrefs  proceeded  to   the  election  of  a  regimental   pay-mafter 
to  colonel  Magaw's  battalion  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
John  Mifflin,  brother  to  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  was  elected* 
Resolved,   That  Jeduthun  Baldwin,  Efq;  be  appointed  an  engi- 
neer in  the  continental  army,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  pay  of 
60  dollars  a-month. 

A  letter  from  a  number  of  officers  who  are  prifoners  at  Carlifle, 
was  read,  complaining  of  fome  ill  treatment  they  have  received, 
and  of  their  baggage  having  been  plundered,  contrary  to  the  capi- 
tulation, upon  which  they  furrendered. 

General  Woofter,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  outer  room,  being 
examined  touching  the  fads  ftated  in  the  faid  letter  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  directing 
him  to  make  particular  enquiiy  whether  the  baggage  of  the  officers 
taken  at  St.  John's  and  Chamblee  was  plundered,  and  by  whom, 
and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform  the 
officers,  that  enquiry  has  been  made  of  gen.  Woofter,  to  whom  they 
refer,  refpecting  the  plunder  of  their  baggage,  and  that  he  fays  he 
'  knows  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  that  no  information  or  complaint 
was  ever  made  to  him  refpecting  that  matter  :  And  farther,  to  inform 
them,  that  Congrefs  have  given  orders  to  general  Schuyler  to  caufe 
ftrict  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this  affair,  and  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  from 
William  Palfrey,  pay-mafler-general,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  : 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ; 
and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Nelfon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration 
the  letter  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions, 
which  he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  refolutions  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being  feveral- 
ly  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  acquainted,  that  Con- 
grefs would  have  efpecial  care  taken,  in  cafe  he  fhould  find  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  quit  New-York,  that  no  damage  be  done  to  the  faid  ci- 
ty by  his  troops,  on  their  leaving  it:  The  Congrefs  having  no  doubt 
of  being  able  to  recover  the  fame,  though  the  enemy  fhould,  for  a 
time,  obtain  poffeffion  of  it. 

Resolved,  That  three  more  battalions  be  ordered  from  Virginia, 
of  which  that  commanded  by  colonel  Stephen  to  be  one,  to  rein- 
force the  army  at  New-York  : 

That  for  the  fame  purpofe,  two  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions 
be  ordered  to  march,  with  all-poffible  expedition,  to  New-York, 
under  the  command  of  brigadier-general  Moore  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
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fevenl  ftates  to  the  northward  of  Virginia,  immediately  to  fend  all. 
the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  army  at  New-York  : 

That  one  of  the  continental  battalions  in  Rhode-Ifland  be  order- 
ed immediately  to  march,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New-York  : 

That  it  fee  recommended  to  the  aflembly  of  Maflachufetts-Bay, 
to  fend  to  Rl.ode-Ifland  a  battalion  of  their  militia,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  continental  battalion  ordered  from  thence. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  4,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  pay  the  Virginia 
battalion,  now  on  their  march  to  New- York,  one  month's  pay,  and 
to  fupply  them  with  fuch  neceflary  clothing  as  they  may  ftand  in 
need  of. 

Resolved,  That  another  brigadier-general  be  appointed  in  the 
continental  army  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Adam  Stephen  was  unanimous- 
ly elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  call  in  the  feve- 
ral recruiting  parties  of  the  German  battalion,  and  to  have  them 
formed  and  armed,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  forwarded  to 
New-York,  taking  meafures,  and  giving  proper  directions  to  have 
the  battalion  recruited  to  the  full  complement,  as  foon  as  the  fame 
can  conveniently  be  done. 

Resolved,  That  the  propofal  made  by  gen.  Howe,  as  delivered  by 
gen.  Sullivan,  of  exchanging  gen.  Sullivan  for  gen.  Prefcot,  and 
lord  Stirling  for  brigadier-general  M'Donald,  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  J.  Meafe  having,  in  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  the 
30th  Auguft,  made  a  report,  that  he  cannot  find  there  is  any  cloth 
in  this  city,  fit  for  making  tents,  except  a  parcel  of  light  fail- 
cloth,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  marine-committee  : 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  J.  Meafe  all  the  light  fail-cloth  in  their  pofleffion  :  And  that 
Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  have  the  fame  made  into  tents,  as  foon 
as  poflible,  and  forwarded  to  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  write  to  the  continen- 
tal agents  in  the  eaftern  ftates,  defiring  them  to  purchafe  all  the 
duck  and  other  cloth  fit  for  tents  which  they  can  procure  in  their 
refpective  ftates,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Gbngrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  ; 
and,  after  fome  time  (pent  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  5,  1776. 
A  petition  from  John  Shott  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board 
«f  war. 
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•  Two  petitions  from  the  owners  of  the  privateers  Lee  and  Putnam 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  Jeremiah  Kalfey  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Prefcot,  andbrigadier-general  M'Donald,  be 
fent  by  the  board  of  war,  under  an  efcort,  to  general  Wafhington, 
to  be  exchanged  for  general  Sullivan  and  lord  Stirling. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  directed  to  deliver  Mr. 
Hewes,  400  three-pound  met,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops 
in  North-Carolina. 

Two  foldiers  having  efcaped  from  Quebec,  and  applied  to  Con- 
grefs  for  their  pay, 

Resolved,  That  they  be.  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  captain  John  Doyle  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read,  letting  forth,  that  in  confequence  of  the  refolution  pafled 
the  16th  of  July  laft,  he  has  enlifted  80  men,  whereof  about  60 
have  pafled  mufter,  as  appears  by  the  roll  produced,  and  that  the 
other  20  are  at  Lancafter,  and,  therefore,  praying  that  acommifliori 
may  be  granted  to  him,  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted;  and  that 
Samuel  Brady  be  commiffioned  as  firft-lieutenant,  andWm.M'Mur- 
ray,  fecond-lieutenant  of  the  company  commanded  by  capt.  Doyle. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  "of 
war;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Sullivan  be  requefted  to  inform  lord  Howe, 
that  this  Congrefs,  being  the  reprefentatives  of  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent ftates  of  America,  cannot,  with  propriety,  fend  any  of  its 
members,  to  confer  with  his  lordfhip  in  their  private  characters, 
but  that,  ever  delirous  of  eftabliming  peace  on  reafonable  terms, 
they  will  fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know  whether  he  has 
any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by  Congrefs  for  that 
purpofe,  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that  authority  is,  and  to 
hear  fuch  proportions  as  he  fhall  think  fit  to  make  refpedting  the 
fame  : 

That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and 
acquaint  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  no  propofals  for 
making  peace  between  Great-Britain  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, ought  to  be  received  or  attended  to,  unlefs  the  fame  be  made 
in  writing,  and  addreffed  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  faid  ftates  in 
'Congrefs,  or  perfons  authorized  by  them:  And  if  application  be 
made  to  him  by  any  of  the  commanders  of  the  Britifh  forces  on 
that  fubject,  that  he  inform  them,  that  thefe  United  States,  who 
entered  into  the  war  only  for  the  defence  of  their  lives  and  liberties, 
will  cheerfully  agree  to  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  whenever  fuch 
fhall  be  propofed  to  them  in  manner  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  firft  of  the  two  foregoing  refolutions, 
be  delivered  to  general  Sullivan,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair 
immediately  to  lord  Howe. 

Resohed,Thd.t  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  ele&ing  the  committee : 
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The  fever al  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  6,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  general  Sullivan  be  requefted  to  deliver  to  lord 
Howe,  the  copy  of  the  refolution  given  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  "  to  be  fent  to  know  whether 
lord  Howe  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons,  authorized  by 
Congrefs  for  that  purpofe,  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that  au- 
thority is,  and  to  hear  fuch  propofitions  as  he  fliall  think  fit  to  make 
reflecting  the  fame,''  confiit  of  three  : 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Rutledge  were  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  general  Wafliington,  with  fundry  papers 
enclofed ; 

One  of  the  29  th  Auguft  from  general  Schuyler; 

Four  of  the  18th,  20th,  26th,  and  27th  of  the  fame  month,  from 
gen. Gates, with  a  return  of  the  army  atTiconderoga,  and  other  papers; 

One  of  the  4th  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  and 

One,  of  the  28th,  from  colonel  Maxwell,  enclofing  a  memorial 
from  Jacobus  Wyncoop,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  from  Jacobus  Wyncoop  be  referred 
to  the  marine  committee,  and  tnat  the  other  letters  and  papers  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  2794  dollars  and  -f-f-ths,  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  George  Morgan,  Efq;  agent  for  In- 
dian affairs,  in  the  middle  department ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  Morgan  be  fupplied  with  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs,  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department,  and 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  held   with  the  Indians,  at  the  German-Flats: 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
captain  Sherer,  6  lb.  of  powder,  and  24  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
two  companies  of  riflemen,  to  prove  their  rifles. 

A  memorial  from  George  Nicholfon,  with  an  account,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  from  captain  William  Jenkins  was  read,  praying  for 
leave,  on  account  of  his  family-affairs,  to  relign  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  cou- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  John  Paul  Shott,  who  is  well  recommended  as 
an  experienced  officer,  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental 
army,  with  directions  to  raife  a  company  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  but, 
as  he  may  be  ufefully  employed  immediately,  that  he  be  forthwith 
fent  to  general  Wafliington  at  New-York,  and  that  a  month's  pay 
be  advanced  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer- 
red till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SAfuRDAr,  September  7,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th  of  Auguft,  from  the  Indian  commiffioners 
at  Pittsburgh,  enclofing  a  memorial  from  Alexander  Rofs,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  : 

Alfoa  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  R.  Dallam  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1 173  dollars  and  |^ths  be  drawn  on 
the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  col.  Charles  Read,  and  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  Richard  Dallam,  deputy-pay-mafter-general,  it  being  in  full 
of  a  draught  in  his  favour  of  the  6th  inft.  by  the  faid  R.  Dallam  : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy-pay-mafter- 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying-camp,  and  militia  ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  Charles  Prefton,  major  of  the  26th  re- 
giment, a  prifoner,'was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  and  memorial,  of  the  29th  of  Auguft,  from  William 
Wild,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  convention  of  Pennfylvanfa. 

The  ftate  of  Virginia,  having,  on  the  23d  of  July  laft,  appointed 
William  Brady,  captain;  William  Pyle,  firft-lieutenant ;  and  Chrif- 
topher  Brady,  fecond-lieutenairb,  in  the  battalion  to  be  commanded 
by  colonel  Hugh  Stevenfon,  and  Amos  Thompibn  to  be  chaplain  to 
the  faid  battalion  : 

Resolved,  That  commiflions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant  for  the  batta- 
lion ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Weftmoreland  county  ;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Michael  Hoofnagel  was  elected. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  mailer  of  the  fchooner  Thiftle, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  F. 
L.  Lee,  Mr.  Penn,and  Mr.  Walton,  be  appointed  members  of  the 
committee  on  the  caufe  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  in  the  room 
of  thole  who  are  abfent. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appoin- 
ted on  the  24th  of  July  laft,  to  confider  the  propofal  made  by  the 
prefident  of  South-Carolina,  reflecting  general  Lee,  in  the  room  of 
thofe  who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.   H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  1600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer in  favour  of  David  S.  Franks  ;  for  which  he  is  to  account  on 
the  fettlement  of  his  accounts. 

The  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  having  recommended  fundry  gentle- 
men for  field-officers  of  the  two  battalions  raifed  in  that  ftate,  Con- 
grefs proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  :  when,  William  Richmond  and 
Chriftopher  Lippit  were  elefted  colonels  :  Caleb  Gardner  and  Adam 
Comftock,  lieutenant-colonels  ;  Benjamin  Tallman  and  James  Tew, 
majors. 

Resolved,  That  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Lippit  be 
ordered  to  New-York,  unleis  that  commanded  by  colonel  Richmond 
has  already  marched. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  dele- 
gates of  Maryland,  three  pieces  of  coarfe  cloths,  for  the  ute  of  the 
Maryland  troops  ;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rifberg,  affiftant  to  colonel  Biddle,  be  di- 
rected to  take  proper  meafures  for  providing  the  fick  foldiers  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, with  proper  lodgings  and  attendance. 

A  letter  from  brigadier-general  M'Donald  to  the  board  of  war, 
was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  allowed  four  days  to  prepare  for  his  journey: 

That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  his  letter,  refpefting  his  treatment 
in  North-Carolina,  be  fent  to  the  convention  of  tha-t  ftate. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  reiblutions  paffed  by  Congrefs  on 
the  meffage  brought  by  general  Sullivan,  and  the  names  cf  the 
committee  appointed,  be  fent  to  general  Wafhingtcn. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Richard  Welih,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk,  for  delivering  ftores 
and  provifions  in  Canada,  certified  by  Henry  Menfon,  in  which  fer- 
vice  he  entered  the  24th  of  April,  and  was  difcharged  the  7th  of 
June,  1776,  at  -|^ths  of  a  dollar  per  day,  25  dollars  ; 

To  Cafper  Carver,  for  the  hire  of  a  team  from  York-town,  in 
Peunfylvania,  to  Williamfburg,  in  Virginia,  16  days,  at  4  dollars  a- 
day,  64  dollars  ;  and,  for  ferriages,  6  dollars  and  -^-ths,  and  for 
the  hire  of  another  team  from  York-town,  with  captain  Crier's 
company,  14  days,  at  4  dollars  a-day,  and  for  ferriage,  3  dollars 
and  -^ths  ;  the  whole  being  129  dollars  and  -||-ths  : 

To  John  Sparhawk,  for  two  maps,  a  court-calendar,  £cc.  for  the 
war-office,  as  per  R.  Peters's  certificate,  10  dollars  and  M-ths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  200  camp-kettles  delivered  to  C.  Biddle, 
D.  Q^M.  G.  the  fecond  inftant,  266  dollars  and  f£ths  : 

To  the  following  perfons,  for  which  a  warrant  is  to  be  drawn  in 
favour  of  Monf.  Rouville,  for  the  firm  of  788  dollars  and  -|fths, 
the  amount  of  his  fix  accounts,  viz. 

1.  To  hoftages  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading,  in  Peun- 
fylvania ;  namely,  Allen  M'Donald,  fen.  Allen  M'Donald,  jun. 
Alexander  M'Donald,  Rennel  M'Donald  and  Archibald  M'Donald, 
their  allowance  from  the  4th  of  June  to  the  3d  of  September,  both 
days  inclufive,  is  13  weeks,  at  2  dollars  each,  is,  for  the  five,  130 
dollars,  and  for  Angus  M'Donald  and  George  M'Donald,  two  fer- 
vants,  13  weeks  each,  at  one  dollar  a-week,  26  dollars  ;  of  which 
they  have  received  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  27  dollars  and 
•^•ths  ;  the  balance  is  128  dollars  and  -f^-ths  : 

2.  To  lieut.  Simon  Evans,  a  prifoner  fent  from  Canada  to  Rea- 
ding, for  expenfes  from  Montreal  to  Albany,  12  dollars  ;  and  al-» 
lowance  from  the  10th  of  February,  to  the  23d  of  Augnft,  inclu- 
five, is  28  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  56  dollars  ;  the  whole,  68 
dollars  ;  of  which  he  received  from  the  committee  of  Efopus,  for 
13  weeks'  allowance,  26  dollars  ;  leaves  a  balance  due  to  lieut, 
Evans,  of  42  dollars  : 

3.  To  captain  Anftruther,  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  his  allow- 
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ance  from  the  13th  of  November  to  the  23d  of  Auguft,  both  days 
inclufive,  is  40  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  80  dollars  : 

4.  To  Marcus  Lucullus  Royal,  mafter  of  the  Gafpee,  taken  the 
19th  of  November,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  his  allowance  to 
the  22d  of  Auguft,  is  39  weeks  and  -^ths,  at  2  dollars,  a-week,  79 
dollars  and  i-fths  ;  of  which  he  has  received  from  the  committee  of 
Efopus,  44  dollars  ;  the  balance  due  to  him  is  35  dollars  and  if  ths  : 

5.  To  the  Canadian  prifoners  at  Briftol,  viz.  Monf.  St.  Ours 
Hervieux,  Heurimont,  de  Ghambault  and  la  Marque,  from  the  3d 
of  November,  the  time  they  were  taken,  to  the  30th  of  Auguft, 
inclufive,  43  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars,  430  dollars  : 

6.  To  George  M'Kenzie,  mate  of  the  iloop  Hunter,  taken  the 
4th  of  November,  to  the  25th  of  Auguft,  inclufive,  is  42  weeks, 
at  2  dollars,  84  dollars  ;  of  which  he  has  received  at  Albany,  12 
dollars  ;   the  balance  is  72  dollars  : 

To  the  following  perfons,  564  dollars  and  |fths,  namely,  to 
Adam  Drinkhoufe,  for  his  team  from  Philadelphia  to  Frederickf- 
burgh,  in  Virginia,  29  days,  at  4  dollars,  and  ferriage  7  dollars, 
is  123  dollars  ;  to  Martin  Haufman,  Bernard  Keppelar  and  Natha- 
niel Hoop,  who  went  on  the  fame  journey  with  their  teams,  each 
123  dollars,  is  369  dollars  ;  and,  to  Matthias  Koop,  for  the  hire  of 
his  waggon  from  Philadelphia  to  Bergen  Point,  with  powder,  9  days, 
at  4  dollars,  and  ferriage,  2  dollars  and  |^tns,  is  38  dollars  and 
-|§-ths  ;  and  to  Andrew  Read,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  New- York,  with  medicines,  8  days,  at  4  dollars  a-day, 
and  ferriage,  2  dollars  and  |f  ths,  is  34  dollars  and  |-°-ths,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter-general : 

To  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  cafh  advanced  to  the  guard  going 
with  five  waggons  to  North-Carolina,  with  waggon-hire,  and  calks 
for  powder,  140  dollars  and  f^-1-^  : 

To  John  Dennis,  for  efcorting  powder  from  Egg-harbour  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, by  order  of  the  fecret  committee,  35  dollars  and  f-§ths  : 

To  col.  Jonas  Clapham,  for  5  3  rifle-guns  bought  of  him  for  the 
ufe  of  col.  Stevenfon's  rifle-battalion,  in  Virginia,  896  dollars  and 
l^ths  ;  which  fum  is  to  be  charged  to  the  laid  battalion  : 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  board  of  war  and  or- 
dinance, or  the  fecretary  of  the  fame,  be  free  of  all  expenfe  in  the 
poft-office  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  having  reported,  that  they  have  confidered  the  peti- 
tion of  Jeremiah  Halfey,  and  peruied  his  written  evidence,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  laid  Halfey  ought  to  receive  the  arrears  of  his 
pay,  and  that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  of  the  9th  of  January  laft, 
be  repealed  ;  as  it  appears,  that  the  faid  Halfey  was  difcharged 
from  the  fervice,  upon  a  regular  certificate  from  the  furgeon,  by 
the  commanding  officer  at  St.  John's,  on  account  of  iicknefs,  on 
the  13th  day  of  November  laft,  inpurfuance  of  the  order  of  general 
Montgomery  ;  the  Congrefs  agreed  to  the  laid  report. 
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Congrefs  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  fecond  Penn- 
fylvania  battalion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Jofeph  Wood,  Efq; 
■was  elected  colonel  ;  Thomas  Craig,  Efq;  was  elected  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  William  Butler,  Efq;  major. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  September  9,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  four  months'  pay,  being  106  dollars  and  fds, 
be  advanced  to  Monf.  la  Marquifie,  captain  and  engineer  in  the 
northern  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  hear  the  par- 
ties on  the  appeal  againflthe  verdidt  and  fentence  of  condemnation 
paffed  againft  the  fchooner  Truffle  and  her  cargo: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  continental  commiffions,  and  other  inftru- 
ments,  where,  heretofore,  the  words  "  United  Colonies"  have  been 
ufed,  the  ftile  be  altered,  for  the  future,  to  the  "  United  States." 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  to- 
morrow morning. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Pannelier  de  la  Falconniere,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  quarter-mafter  for  the 
German  battalion;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Frederick  Seeger  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  136  dollars,  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
fury,  in  favour  of  George  Meade  is"  Co.  and  charged  to  the  account 
of  Meffrs.  Chafe  &. Carroll,  it  being  in  full  of  their  bill,  in  favour 
of  John  Vienne,  or  order,  dated  at  Montreal,  May  28,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  empowered  to  pay  the  draughts 
of  capt.  John  Douglafs,  for  fuch  parts  of  the  monthly  pay  of  the  pri- 
vates in  his  company,  as  he  mall  fpecify,  and  the  fame,  as  paid,  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  captain. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Smith,  continental  druggift,  2490  dollars  and  £§ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Three  petitions,  one  from  Pierre  du  Calvert,  another  from  Jaques 
Pileur,  and  the  third  from  Andre  Pepin,  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesdat,  September  10,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fund ry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  was  read;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Wafhington,  it  was 
by  no  means  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs,  in  their  refolve  of  the  3d  inft. 
refpe&ing  New-York,  that  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  mould  re- 
main in  that  city  a  moment  longer  than  he  fhall  think  it  proper  for 
the  public  fervice  that  troops  be  continued  there  : 

That  the  letter  from  the  general  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  from  the  commiffioners  of  In- 
dian affairs,  at  Pittsburgh,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  ftanding 
committee  for  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  captain  Weft, 
of  the  Virginia  rifle-men,  with  40  blankets. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Longeay,  and  two  from  Seth  Warner,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  petitions  from  colonel  Warner,  with  the  p?.- 
pers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  audit 
and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

A  letter  of  the  8th,  from  M.  Tilghman,  was  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  board  of  war, 
and,  after  fome  debate  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  faid  report. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  delegates 
of  Maryland,  with  40  blankets  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  from  that 
ftate. 

Resolved,  That  4,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Zebulon  Butler,  E-fq;  for 
the  ufe  of  the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of 
Weftmoreland ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  and  that  the  mo- 
ney be  delivered  to  and  forwarded  by  the  Connecticut  delegates : 

That  major  William  Judd  be  authorized  to  mufter  the  faid  com- 
panies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

V/ednesdat,  September  11,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commiifary  for  the  public  fer- 
vice ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  commiffary- 
general,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  be  directed  and  empowered  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Livingfton,  deputy  commifTary-general  in  the  northern  department: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commiiTary,  be  directed  to  provide 
clothing  and  other  neceffaries,  for  the  firft.  Virginia  battalion,  now 
on  their  march  to  New- York. 

A  memorial  from  Stephen  Pater  de  la  Coffade  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  marine  committee  : 
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Alfo,  a  memorial  from  Seth  Warner,  and  one  from  captains 
Wait  Hopkins  and  Gideon  Brownfon,  of  colonel  Warner's  batta- 
lion, were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the 
room  cf  colonel  Harrifon  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration,  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  ;  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  and  made  fome  amendments  therein,  but  not  having- 
had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  defired  leave  to  lit  again. 

Rmolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  September   12,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  from  Jofeph  Wentworth  to  the 
fecretary  of  Congrefs,  with  an  appeal  from  the  verdict  and  fentence 
pa{fed  on  the  trial  of  the  brigantine  named  the  Elizabeth,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letter,  of  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  from  the  ccnrmiflioners  in  the  middle  department, 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  two  tons  of  powder  and  four  tons  of  lead  be  im- 
mediately fent  to  Pittsburgh  ;  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  commiflioa- 
ers  (hall  direcf : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  reflecting  the  deftination  of  the 
battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M'Coy,  be  fufpended,  and  that 
the  comniifTioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department  be 
empowered,  during  their  ftay  at  Pittfburgh,  to  direct  the  operations 
of  that  battalion  : 

That  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  commiftioners,  in  the  prefent 
critical  lituation  of  Indian  affairs,  is  approved  of  by  Congrefs,  Avho 
have  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  prudence  and  vigilance  of  their 
future  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  7000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  colonel  IvLCoy,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion  ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  for  10,000  flints,  to  be  delivered  to  George  Morgan,  Elq; 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Elq; 
with  the  papers  enclofed,  was  referred,  reported, 

"  That  having  confidercd  the  fame,  and  recurring  to  the  journal 
of  Congrefs,  on  Mr.  Trumbull's  appointment  to  the  commiffariate, 
find  the  following  refolve  on  the  8th  of  July,   1776  :  "  That  the 
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coramifiary-general  have  full  power  to  fupply  both  armies,  that  upon 
the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York,  and  alfo  to  appoint  and  em- 
ploy fuch  perfons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any  deputy-commiiTa- 
ry,  as  he  mall  judge  proper  and  expedient  ;  it  being  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary,  that  the  fupply  of  both  armies  mould  be  under  one  direc- 
tion ;"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  above  refolution  is  fo  clear  and  explicit,  and 
fo  well  contrived  to  procure  the  due  and  proper  difcharg;e  of  the 
commiffary's  bufmeis,  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern 
department,  and  to  the  commiffary-general,  as. the  full  fenfe  of  Con- 
grefs,  on  the  commifiary-general's  right  to  direct  the  operations  of 
his  department,  both  as  contractor  and  iffuer  of  proviiions  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Trumbull  be  informed,  Congrefs  expect  this  will  remove 
his  difficulties,  and  induce  his  continuance  in  the  office  of  commif- 
fary  for  both  armies,  at  New-York  and  on  the  lakes. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  fundry  officers  ;  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

David  M'Clure  was  elected  chaplain,  and  Ephraim  Douglafs, 
quarter-mailer  of  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M'Coy. 

John  Trumbull-,  Efq;  was  elected  deputy  adjutant'general  of  the 
army  in  the  northern  department,  and  Morgan  Lewis,  Efq;  deputy 
quarter-mafter-general  of  the  faid  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  French 
officers,  who  have  received  commiffions  from  Congrefs,  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  places  of  their  deftination. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  pay  the  firfl  batta- 
lion of  Virginia  troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York,  the  arrears 
due  to  them. 

The  committee  of  treafury,  to  whom  the  petition  of  George  Ni- 
cholfon  was  referred,  returned  the  fame,  and  reported,  that  it  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
oonfideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  As  it  appears  from  colonel  Warner's  reprefentation  of 
the  ftate  of  his  regiment,  that  major  Painter's  appointment  much 
obftructs  the  raifing  the  faid  regiment,  that,  therefore,  major  Pain- 
ter be  directed  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  matter 
may  be  enquired  into,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  colonel  War- 
ner and  the  other  officers,  that  they  forthwith  proceed  to  raife  their 
men  and  complete  the  regiment,  relying  on  the  juftice  of  Congrefs 
for  the  fettlement  of  the  uneafinefs  among  them  : 

That  the  militia  at  New-York  be  paid  by  the  pay-mafter-generaj. 
there,  before  difcharged. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  ;  and, 
after  fome  time,  the  preficknt  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfen 
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reported,  that  the  committee  have  had.  under  confide  ration  the  mat- 
ter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  deliver  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  blankets,  as  he  has,  belonging  to  the  continent,  to  captain 
Watkins,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company,  which  is  enlifted  to  ferve  du- 
ring the  war,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  man. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  13,  1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  7th  and  11th,  from  general  Wafhington  ; 
one  of  the  8th  from  general  Green,  and  a  refolution  of  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  of  the  1 3th,  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe,  having  re- 
turned, made  a  verbal  report. 

Ordered,  That  they  make  a  report  in  writing,  as  foon  as  conve- 
niently they  can. 

The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Peter  Baker  for  1149  rations,  fupplied  colonel  Peter  Grubb's 
battalion  of  militia,  and  204  meals  to  different  companies  of  mili- 
tia, on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  123  dollars  and  I^ths  : 

To  John  Bates  for  266  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Guftavus  Rif- 
berg,  afliftant  to  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  for  the  flying- 
camp,  354  dollars  and  -|§ths  : 

To  Richard  Cheney  for  291  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  29  dollars  and  -^ths  : 

To  Charles  Ford,  for  10  weeks  board,  lodging  and  warning,  for 
William  Whiting,  a  wounded  ferjeant,  from  the  8th  June  to  17th 
Auguft,  1 0  weeks,  at  1  dollar  and  Id  per  week,  1 3  dollars  and  f^ths : 

To  major  Regoiwille,  capt.  Duchene,  lieut.  Smith,  and  lieut. 
Demuraux,  Canadian  prifoners,  for  their  allowance  from  3d  Novem- 
ber 1775,  to  6th  September  1776,  inclufive,  is  44  weeks,  at  2  dol- 
lars a-week,  352  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  be  paid  to  Monf.  Re- 
gonville  : 

To  Robert  Towers,  for  artillery  (lores  for  2  three-pound  travel- 
ling cannon,  ordered,  by  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  the  flate  of  North- 
Carolina,  72  dollars  and  f^ths  : 

To  Graaf,  M'Clenachan,  Hollingfworth,  and  Grigfon,  for  which 
a  warrant  is  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  the  hon.  Thomas  Lynch, 
Efq;  for  his  expenfes  to  and  from  Williamfburgh,  with  the  hire  of 
a  waggon,  with  money  for  South-Carolina,  267  dollars  andMths: 

To  Jofeph  Beck  going  exprefs  from  Philadelphia  to  Virginia,  340 
miles,  at  jlth  of  a  dollar,  56  dollars  : 

To  Michael  Millenberger,  for  five  days  ufe  of  his  two-horfe  Wag- 
gons, in  tranfporting  the  lick  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  of  captain 
'Isrown's  company,  13  dollars  and  f-g-ths  : 
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To  Frederick  Bicking,  for  221  reams  of  paper,  for  continental 
currency,  at  6  dollars    and  -f^-ths  a  ream,  15  32  dollars  and  -fifths  : 

To  William  Clayton,  for  338  meals  of  vidtuals,  fupplied  the  mili- 
tia, on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  32  dollars  and  -|§ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Two  letters,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed  ;  one,  of  the  7th,  from  W alter  Livingfton,  and  one, 
of  the  12th  of  Augult,  from  brigadier-general  Armftrong,  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed  in 
that  from  gen.  Schuyler,  except  what  relates  to  gen.  Montgome- 
ry's accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  papers 
relative  to  the  faid  accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Gongrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration,  the  report  of  the  board  of  war ;  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nellon. repor- 
ted, that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  deiired 
leave  to  lit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  September   14,    1776. 

A  letter  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  fecretary  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  was  read. 

Four  French  officers,  who  arrived  in  the  Reprifal,  captain 
Weeks,  being  recommended  to  Gongrefs, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  militia,  when  on  their  march,  and 
while  In  fervice,  be  allowed  rations  like  the  officers  on  the  conti- 
nental eftablilhment,  without  any  allowance  of  mileage  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  northern  army  be  directed 
to  eredl  barracks,  and  other  accommodations,  in  the  molt  conveni- 
ent places  in  that  department,  and  provide  magazines  of  ftraw, 
fuel,  and  other  neceffaries  for  winter-quarters,  for  fuch  number  of 
troops  as  he  mail  think  proper  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed,  that  his  letter  of  the  16th  of 
lafl  month  was  duly  received,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada  : 

That  captain  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Turner  be  allowed  their 
pay  and  rations  to  this  time,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  trea- 
fury-board  for  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  : 

That  15  tons  of  powder,  20,000  flints,  10  tons  of  lead,  and  100 
reams  of  cartridge-paper,  be  immediately  fent  to  general  Gates,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department : 
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That  brigadier-general  Armstrong  have  leave  to  return  from 
South-Carolina  to  Philadelphia  : 

That  deputy-commiffary  Livingston's  refignation  be  accepted  : 

That  captains  Wait  Hopkins,  and  Gideon  Brownfon,  be  referred 
to  the  commiffioners  appointed- to  audit  accounts  in  the  northern 
department,  for  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  : 

That  all  continental  troops  and  militia,  going  home  from  fervice, 
reftore  all  continental  arms,  and  other  property,  and  alfo  all  ammu- 
nition remaining  in  their  poffeffion,  at  the  time  of  their  being  about 
to  return.  Their  pay  to  be  withheld  unlefs  they  produce  certifi- 
cates from  the  commiffary  of  flores  or  quarter-mafter-general,  or 
their  deputies  in  the  department,  where  fuch  continental  troops 
or  militia,  fhall  ferve.  And,  if  any  continental  property,  or  ammu- 
nition, be  carried  away  by  the  militia,  before  this  refolve,  stoppages 
to  be  made  from  fuch  as  have  not  received  their  pay,  and  that  mea- 
lures  be  taken  with  thofe,  who  have  been  paid,  by  the  councils  of 
fafety,  or  legislatures  of  each  itate,  for  the  restoration  of  fuch  con- 
tinental property  and  ammunition. 

A  memorial  from  Jonathan  Glover  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Lee  to  the  board  of  war,  was 
laid  before  Gongrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captains  Jofeph  Gardner,  James  M'Dowell, 
John  M'Dowell,  Samuel  Evans,  Ephraim  Blackburn,  and  Stephen 
Cochran,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  25,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of  Ma- 
ryland, which  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committees  of  Westmoreland  and  Bedford,  having,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  resolution  of  Gongrefs  of  the  15th  July,  recommended 
Van  Swcaringan,  Mofes  Gar f on,  Samuel  Miller,  James  Piggot, 
Wen&al  Qury,  David  Killgore,  Elie2er  Miers,  and  Andrew  Mann, 
for  captains  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  M'Coy,  and 
Robert  Money,  John  Findley,  Matthew  Jack,  Ezechiel  Hickman, 
Richard  Carton,  William  M.  Greary,  James  M'Dowell,  and.  Tho- 
mas Cook,  for  firft  lieutenants  ;  William  Thompfon,  Alexander 
Sumrali,  James  Guthery,  Philip  Rodgers,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Momstz,  James  Buler,jun.  and  John  Crawford,  for  feconcUieutenants; 
Benjamin  Neely,  jofeph  Kerr,  John  Sims,  David  Wherry,  Devalt 
Mecklin,  Feolty  Weaver,  John  Read,  and  Aquila  White,  for  en- 
signs, in  the  faid  battalion  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commissions  be  gran- 
ted to  them  accordingly. 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  have  reprefented,  that, 
by  an  arrangement  made  by  Congrefs,  on  the  18th  day  of  June  laft, 
the  regiment  of  artillery  and  two  regiments  of  rifle-men,  raifed  in 
that  province,  will  obtain  precedency  over  a  regiment  of  rangers, 
though  the  latter  was  raifed  before  either  of  the  former,  which  may 
be  attended  with  confequences  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  fervice ; 
therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  the  faid  regiment  of  rangers,  commanded  by  co* 
lonel  William  Thompfon,  do  ftill  keep  the  fame  flation  it  had  in 
the  provincial  arrangement,  and  be  entitled  to  rank  in  the  fame- 
way  as  other  regiments  in  the  continental  fervice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  September   16,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  general  Wafhington,  one,  of  the  9th, 
from  general  Schuyler,  enclofing  a  copy  of  one  from  general  Gates, 
dated  the  6th,  and  one,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Gates,  with  fundry 
papers  enciofed,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Schuyler  was  alfo  read  : 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 
•  There  being  fundry  vacancies  in  colonel  Warner's  battalion, 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  to  fill  up  the  fame  j 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Faffet  and  ,  M'Une  were  elected  captains  in  the 

room  of  John  Grant  and  Jacob  Vorfborough,  who  have  declined 
to  accept  their  commiffions,  on  account  of  their  ill-ftate  of  health ; 

Jofeph  Safford,  Thomas  Ranfon,  John  Chipman,  and  Robert 
Terrence,  firft-lieutenants  in  the  room  of  .  Dean',  deceafed, 

Woolbridge  and  Allen  who  decline  ferving,  and  J.  Faffett  promoted; 

Benjamin  Hopkins,  adjutant. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  an  addition  of  three  brigadiers-general 
in  the  continental  army,  and  that  Congrefs  proceed  immediately  to 
the  choice  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  William  Moul- 
trie, and  Lachlan  M'lntofh,  were  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  Aup;uft,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis, 
and  one  of  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  from  William  Rickman, 
director  of  the  hofpital  in  the  fouthern  department,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  W.  Rickman  be  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

Resolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate,  the 
faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners,  to  audit  the  public  accounts  in  Virginia. 

It  being  represented  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  that, 
from  late  accounts,  it  appears,  that  the  Situation  of  affairs  in  that 
ftate,  is  fuch,  as  to  render  it  dangerous,  if  not  impracticable,  to  exe- 
cute the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  inft.  ordering  two  of  the 
North-Carolina  battalions,  under  the  command  of  brigadier-general 
Moore,  to  march  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New- York  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  council  oi 
fafety  of  North-Carolina,  to  execute  or  fufpend  that  refolution, 
according  as  they  fhall  think  it  moft  conducive  to  the  public  fer- 
vice, and  the  fafety  of  their  particular  ftate. 
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Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  ;  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  returned  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  confederation,  the  report 
from  the  board  of  war,  and  have  made  fundry  amendments,  which 
they  ordered  him  to  lay  before  Congrefs  : 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  and  the  amendments  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  ; 
and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  eighty-eight  battalions  be  enlifted  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
ferve  during  the  prefent  war,  and  that  each  ftate  furnifh  their  re- 
fpeftive  quotas  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 


New-Hampfhire, 

o 

battalions. 

Delaware,              1 

battalion 

Maffachufetts-Bay, 

15 

do. 

Maryland,             8 

do. 

Rhode-Ifland, 

2 

do. 

Virginia,             15 

do. 

Connecticut, 

8 

do. 

North-Carolina,  9 

do. 

New- York, 

4 

do* 

South-Carolina,   6 

do. 

New-Jerfey, 

4 

do. 

Georgia,                1 

do. 

Pennfylvania, 

12 

do. 

That  twenty  dollars  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  each  non-commif- 
fioned  officer  and  private  foldier,  who  fhall  enlift  to  ferve  during 
the  prefent  war,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  Congrefs  make  provifion  for  granting  lands,  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions  :  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  fhall  fo  engage  in 
the  fervice,  and  continue  therein  to  the  dole  of  the  war,  or  until 
difcharged  by  Congrefs,  and  to  the  reprefentatives  of  fuch  officers 
and  foldiers  as  fhall  be  llain  by  the  enemy  : 

Such  lands  to  be  provided  by  the  United  States,  and  whatever 
expenfe  fhall  be  neceffary  to  procure  fuch  land,  the  faid  expenfe 
fhall  be  paid  and  borne  by  the  ftates  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the 
other  expenfes  of  the  war,  viz. 

To  a  colonel,  500  acres  ;  to  a  lieutenant-colonel,  450  ;  to  a 
major,  400  ;  to  a  captain,  300  ;  to  a  lieutenant,  200  ;  to  an  enfign, 
150  ;  each  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  100. 

That  the  appointment  of  all  officers,  and  filling  up  vacancies, 
(except  general  officers)  be  left  to  the  governments  of  the  feveral 
ftates,  and  that  every  ftate  provide  arms,  clothing,  and  every  ne- 
ceffary for  its  quota  of  troops,  according  to  the  foregoing  eftimate. 
The  expenfe  of  the  clothing-  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the 
foldiers  as  ufual  : 

That  all  officers  be  commiffioned  by  Congrefs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  that  they  take  the 
mo  ft  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  enlifting  their  feveral  quotas  : 

That  the  money  to  be  given  for  bounties  be  paid  by  the  pay- 
mafter  in  the  department  where  the  foldier  fhall  enlift  : 

That  each  foldier  receive  pay  and  fubfiftence  from  the  time  of 
cnliftment. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 


SEPTEMBER  1776.  337 

To  Adam  Zantzinger,  for  the  expenfe  of  five  light-horfe  efcort- 
ing  money  to  New-York,  and  one  from  thence  to  Albany,  94  dol- 
lars and  f^ths: 

To  John  Bates,  for  300  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Guflavus 
Rifberg,  400  dollars  : 

To  Philip  Baker,  for  289  meals  of  vi&uals,  fupplied  captains 
Grier  isf  Nelibn's  companies  of  continental  troops,  18  dollars  and 
|iths: 

To  Da^id  Tryon,  William  Green,  Peter  Peterfon,  George  Lan- 
ders and  Samuel  Brum,  for  the  hire  of  their  fhallops,  with  continen- 
tal troops  and  baggage,  from  Wilmington  to  Trenton,  104  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  articles  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-MExSJiao- 

Tuesdat,  September  17,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  Auguft,  from  V.  De  Coetery  Prejent, 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  (late  of  Maryland  having  recommended  Thomas  Beale,  Efcj; 
to  be  captain  ;  Peter  Conter  Hanfon,  firft-lieutenant;  James  Lingar, 
fecond-lieutenant,  and  Richard  Dorfey,  third-lieutenant,  in  colonel 
Stevenfon's  battalion ;  and  Elijah  Evans  to  be  a  third-lieutenant 
in  the  faid  battalion,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Hardman,  who  has  re- 
figned, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiffions  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe,  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  brought  in  a  report  in  writing,  which  was 
read  as  follows : 

"  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  we  have  had  a  meet- 
ing with  lord  Howe.  It  was  on  Wednefday  laft,  upon  Staten-Ifland, 
oppolite  to  Amboy,  where  his  lordfhip  received  and  entertained  us 
with  the  utmoft  politenefs. 

His  lordiliip  opened  the  converfation,  by  acquainting  us,  that, 
though  he  could  not  treat  with  us  as  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  yet, 
as  his  powers  enabled  him  to  confer  and  coniult  with  any  private 
gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  colonies,  on  the  means  of  reftoring- 
peace  between  the  two  countries,  he  was  glad  of  this  opportunity 
of  conferring  with  us  on  that  fubjeft,  if  we  thought  ourfelves  at 
liberty  to  enter  into  a  conference  with  him  in  that  character.  We 
obferved  to  his  lordiliip,  that,  as  our  bufinefs  was  to  hear,  he  might 
confider  us  in  what  light  he  pleafed,  and  communicate  to  us  any 
proportions  he  might  be  authorized  to  make  for  the  purpofe  men- 
tioned; but,  that  we  could  confider  ourfelves  in  no  other  character 
than  that  in  which  we  were  placed,  by  order  of  Congrefs.  His  lord- 
fhip  then  entered  into  a  difcourfe  of  a  confiderable  length,  which 
Contained  no   explicit  propofition  of  peace,  except  one,  namely. 
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that  the  colonies  fnould  return  to  their  allegiance  and  obedience  to 
the  government  of  Great-Britain.  The  reft  confuted  principally  of 
affurances,  that  there  was  an  exceeding  good  difpofttion  in  the  king 
and  his  minifters  to  make  that  government  eafy  to  us,  with  intima- 
tions, that,  in  cafe  of  our  fubmiflion,  they  would  caufe  the  offen- 
•five  acts*  of  parliament  to  be  revifed,  and  the  inftructions  to  gover- 
nors to  be  re-confidered ;  that  fo,  if  any  juft  caufes  of  complaint 
were  found  in  the  acts,  or  any  errors  in  government  were  perceived 
to  have  crept  into  the  inftructions,  they  might  be  amended  or  with- 
drawn. 

We  gave  it  as  our  opinion  to  his  lordQiip,  that  a  return  to  the 
domination  of  Great-Britain  was  not  now  to  be  expected.  We 
mentioned  the  repeated  humble  petitions  of  the  colonies  to  the  king 
and  parliament,  which  had  been  treated  with  contempt  and  an- 
fwered  only  by  additional  injuries;  the  unexampled  patience  we  had 
ftiewn  under  their  tyrannical  government,  and  that  it  was  not  till 
the  late  act  of  parliament  which  denounced  war  againft  us,  and  put 
lis  out  of  the  king's  protection,  that  we  declared  our  independence  ; 
that  this  declaration  had  been  called  for  by  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies in  general ;  that  every  colony  had  approved  of  it,  when  made, 
and  all  now  considered  themfelves  as  independent  ftates,  and  were 
fettling,  or  had  fettled,  their  governments  accordingly ;  fo,  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Congrefs  to  agree  for  them,  that  they  mould 
return  to  their  former  dependent  ftate  ;  that  there  was  no  doubt 
of  their  inclination  to  peace,  and  their  willingnefs  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  Britain,  that  might  be  advantageous  to  both  countries; 
that,  though  his  lordlhip  had,  at  prefent,  no  power  to  treat  with 
them  as  independent  ftates,  he  might,  if  there  was  the  fame  good 
difpofttion  in  Britain,  much  fooner  obtain  frefh  powers  from  thence, 
for  that  purpofe,  than  powers  could  be  obtained  by  Congrefs,  from 
the  feveral  colonies,  to  confent  to  a  fubmiflion. 

His  lordlhip  then  faying,  that  he  was  forry  to  find,  that  no  ac- 
commodation was  like  to  take  place,  put  an  end  to  the  conference. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  his 
lordfhip's  commiflion  contained  any  other  authority  than  that  cx- 
preffed  in  the  act  of  parliament,  namely,  that  of  granting  pardons, 
with  fuch  exceptions  as  the  commiflioners  fhall  think  proper  to 
make,  and  of  declaring  America,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  be  in  the 
king's  peace,  upon  fubmiflion:  For,  as  to  the  power  of  enquiring 
into  the  ftate  of  America,  which  his  lordlhip  mentioned  to  us,  and 
of  conferring  and  confulting  with  any  perfons  the  commiflioners 
might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  of  fuch  converfa- 
tion  to  the  miniftry,  who,  provided  the  colonies  would  fubject  them- 
felves, might,  after  all,  or  might  not,  at  their  pleafure,  make,  any 
alterations  in  the  former  inftructions  to  governors,  or  propofe,  in 
parliament,  any  amendment  of  the  acts  complained  of,  we  appre- 
hended any  expectation  from  the  effect  of  fuch  a  power  would  have 
been  too  uncertain  and  precarious  to  be  relied  on  by  America,  had 
flic  I\ ill  continued  in  her  ftate  of  dependence." 
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Ordered,  That  the  foregoing-  report,  and  alfo  the  meffage  from 
lord  Howe,  as  delivered  by  general  Sullivan,  and  the  rcfolution  of 
Gongrefs  in  confequence  thereof,  be  publilhed  by  the  committee, 
■who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  publifh  lord  Drummond's  let- 
ters to  general  Wafhington,  and  the  general's  anfwers. 

Sundry  refolutions  being  moved  and  feconded,  in  addition  to 
thofe  paffed  yefterday,  relative  to  the  new  army  :   After  debate, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  was  read; 
alfo,  a  letter  from  James  Forreft  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  plan  of  treaties  to  be  pro- 
pofed  to  foreign  nations,  with  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole  ;  and,  the  fame  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Wafhington  was  received 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  inftructions  to  be  given 
to  the  commiffioners  to  foreign  dates,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  1066  dollars  and  -|ds  be  advanced  to  Robert  Er- 
win,  waggon-mafter-general. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed,  after  arming 
the  German  battalion,  to  arm  the  Maryland  company  on  its  march. 
to  New-York  with  the  remainder,  or  with  as  many  arms,  as  fhall 
then  be  in  their  poffeffion,  belonging  to  the  continent. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  September   18,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  R.  Dallam,  deputy  pay-mafler-general, 
was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  if  rations  be  received  by  the  officers  or  privates 
in  the  continental  army  in  money,  they  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
JLths  of  a.  dollar  per  ration  : 

That  Monfieur  Jacque  Paul  Govert  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
captain-lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  continental  army,  and  that  a 
commiflion  be  given  to  him  accordingly  : 

That  the  medical  committee  fend  an  afTortment  of  proper  medi- 
cines to  the  northern  army  : 

That  Monfieur  de  Vermonet  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major 
by  brevet,  he  being  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  military  abilities  : 

That  the  bounty  and  grants  of  land  offered  by  Gongrefs,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  16th  infiant,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  to  engage  to  ferve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war,  fhall  extend  to  all  who  are,  or  fhall  be  enlifted  for 
that  term  ;  the  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  which  any  of  the  foldiers 
have  received  from  the  continent,  on  account  of  a  former  enliftment. 
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to  be  reckoned  in  part  payment  of  the  20  dollars  offered  by  the  faid 
resolution  : 

That  no  officer  in  the  continental  army  be  allowed  to  hold  more 
than  one  commifiion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity  at  the 
fame  time  : 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  a  refolu- 
tion for  enforcing  and  perfecting  difcipline  in  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  1564  dollars  and  -f|ths  be  paid  in  fpecie  to  John 
Bonfield,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  brigadier-general  Arnold, 
the  fame  being  in  full  of  brigadier-general  Arnold's  note  of  the 
11th  of  May  laR: 

That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in 
favour  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  cafting  cannon, 
they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  furnifh  the  faid  committee  with  two 
barrels  of  powder  for  proving  cannon. 

Resolved,  That  captain  M'Kinzie,  aprifoner  in  the  gaol  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  liberated  on  his  parole,  the  ftate  of  his  health,  requi- 
ring air  and  exercife  ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  Reading  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  there  to  refide  under  the  fame  reftridlions  as  other  prifon- 
ers  on  their  parole. 

The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  on  the  ways  and 
means  of  railing  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  inftruclions  to  the  commif- 
fioners,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  conlideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tjiursdat,  September   19,    1776. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  examined  the 
vouchers  brought  into  their  office  by  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  one  of 
the  naval  committee,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  naval  commit- 
tee have  expended  the  fum  of  134,333  dollars  and  f-g-ths,  in  fitting 
out  eight  armed  veffels. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  allowed,  and  paffed  to  the  credit  of 
the  faid  committee. 

The  naval  committee  having  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of 
fundry  outftanding  debts,  and  of  fundry  goods  by  them  purchafed, 
and  pat  into  the  hands  of  different  perfons,  who  have  not  yet  ac- 
counted for  the  fame, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  account  be  delivered  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee, and  that  they  be  directed  to  take  effectual  meafures  to  have 
the  faid  outftanding  debts  collected  and  accounts  fettled. 

Resolved,  That  66  dollars  and  |ds  be  advanced  to  major  le  che- 
valier de  Vermonet,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  major  de  Vermonet  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
for  a  fettlement  of  his  account  for  rations : 
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That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  William  Davies  of 
Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  on  their  march  to  New-York, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  captain  Woelper  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania 
and  Maryland,  who  are  directed  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  captains 
and  fubalterns  in  the  German  battalion,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Marquis  de  Malmady  be  appointed  to  the 
rank  and  pay  of  a  major  by  brevet  in  the  continental  army,  and 
receive  a  commiffion  accordingly: 

That  Monf.  Jean  Louis  Imbret,  a  gentleman  well  recommended 
as  an  engineer,  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington  to  be  employed  in 
that  capacity,  in  order  to  fhew  his  abilities,  and  that  one  month's 
pay  as  a  captain  be  advanced  for  his  expenfes  : 

That  Monf.  Chriilian  de  Colerus  be  appointed  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  by  brevet,  and  that  his  commiflion  be  forthwith 
given  him  : 

That  Monf.  Jean  Louis  de  Virnejouz  be  appointed  to  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  captain  by  brevet,  and  commiffioned  accordingly  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  thefe  ftates  in  the 
feveral  departments,  be  directed  to  give  pofitive  orders  to  the  bri- 
gadier-generals and  colonels,  and  all  other  officers  in  their  feveral 
armies,  that  the  troops,  under  their  command,  may,  every  day,  be 
called  together,  and  trained  in  arms,  in  order  that  officers  and  men 
may  be  perfected  in  the  manual  exercife  and  manoeuvres,  and  inur- 
ed to  the  moft  exemplary  difcipline,  and  that  all  officers  be  affured, 
that  the  Congrefs  will  confider  activity  and  fuccefs,  in  introducing 
difcipline  into  the  army  among  the  bell;  recommendations  for  pro- 
motion. 

The  commiiTioners  for  fettling  the  public  accounts  in  the  nor- 
thern army,  having  reprefented  to  the  board  of  treafury,  that  fun- 
dry  officers  in  the  army,  holding  two  comrniffions,  had,  previous  to 
the  time  of  general  Schuyler's  receiving  the  order  of  Congrefs,  not 
to  allow  pay  to  any  perlbn  for  more  than  one  commiflion,  received 
warrants  from  the  general  for  payment  in  their  double  capacity,  and 
defiring  to  know  whether  fuch  accounts  are  to  be  allowed  : 

Resolved,  That  fuch  warrants  drawn  by  general  Schuyler,  previ- 
ous to  the  time  of  his  receiving  the  order  of  Congrefs,  be  allowed 
by  the  commiffioners  : 

That,  to  prevent  for  the  future  warrants  being  drawn  by  any  ge- 
neral in  the  continental  army,  in  favour  of  any  officer,  for  more 
than  one  commiffion,  the  order  of  Congrefs  be  publifhed,  that  no 
officer  in  the  continental  army  is  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one 
commiffion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Henry  Brothers,  5  4  dollars  ;  George  Troxfell,  64  dollars 
anc^  -srltns?  and  Jacob  Miller,  60  dollars ;  the  whole  amounting  to 
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178  dollars  and  ^§-ths  5  to  De  Pa^  t0  c°l°nel  George  Strieker,  for 
the  hire  of  three  waggons  from  Maryland  to  Philadelphia,  with  the 
baggage  of  two  field-officers,  and  two  companies  belonging  to  the 
German  battalion  : 

To  the  late  colonel  Caleb  Perry,  for  provifions  fupplied  the  mili- 
tia on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  with  their  ferriage,  and  the  fer- 
riage of  baggage-waggons  over  Schuylkill,  53  dollars  ;  to  be  paid 
to  John  Jacobs : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Dorre  was  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  66  dollars  and  |~g-ths  be  paid  to  Jacob  Fowler, 
of  the  Montauk  tribe  of  Indians  on  Long-Ifland,  for  his  trouble 
in  going  to  the  Mohawk  and  Oneida  nations  of  Indians,  and  for  his 
fervices  whilft  he  remained  amongft  them  : 

That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  ports,  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  be  defired  to  give  the  earlieft 
intelligence  they  can  of  every  important  occurrence  they  may  have 
notice  of,  reflecting  the  Indians,  to  the  commiffioners,  or,  when 
they  are  not  in  the  way,  to  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  and 
to  the  officers  at  all  the  pofts  there,  to  treat  the  Indians,  who  be- 
have peaceably  and  inoffeniively,  with  kindnefs  and  civility,  and 
not  to  fuffer  them  to  be  ill-ufed  or  infulted  : 

That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the 
middle  department,  for  expenditures,  and  be  accounted  for,  by  him : 

That  the  orders  drawn  by  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  on  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  for 
£.\  104  :  17  :  7-i  Pennfylvania  currency,  and  for  £.73:0:9,  of 
like  money,  being  3141  dollars  and  -1-^ths,  the  coft  of  fundry  mer- 
chandize bought  by  the  agent  for  the  Indians  ;  the  former  payable 
to  James  Heron,  and  the  other  to  James  Heron  and  James  Bavard, 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  by  the  treafurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States : 

That  a  talk  be  delivered  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Shaw- 
anefe  Indians,  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  communicated  by  them 
to  their  nation,  in  thefe  words : 

The  United  States  of  America,  to  their  Brethren,    the  Chiefs  and 
Warriors  of  the  Shawanefe  Nation. 

"  We  have  heard  from  you  by  Mr.  Morgan,  our  agent,  and  are 
much  pleafed  with  your  reception  of  him  into  your  towns,  and  with 
your  anfwers  to  our  meffages  by  him.  We  expec~l  that  you  and  our 
commiffioners  will  fhortly  meet  in  council  at  Pittsburgh,  when  we 
hope  our  old  friendfhip  will  be  renewed)  and  fuch  a  peace  eftablim- 
ed  between  us,  as  will  laft  for  ever. 

M  Our  young  brothers,  Wenthifficia^  and  Pellawa,  have  vifited 
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their  white  brethren  here  in  company  with  Mr.  Morgan.  They  can 
tell  you,  that  we  keep  our  roads  clear  of  thorns  and  briars,  and 
open  for  all  our  Indian  brethren,  who  think  proper  to  vifit  us.  We 
lhall  always  be  pleafed  to  fee  cur  brothers,  the  Shawanefe,  and  our 
brothers  of  every  other  Indian  nation.  We  wifhto  fee  fome  of  their 
wife  men  at  our  great  council-fire,  which  we  preferve  bright  and 
•clear  for  all  nations." 

As  it  may  be  a  means  of  conciliating  the  friendfhip  of  the  Cana- 
dian Indians,  or,  at  leaft,  of  preventing  hoftilities  from  them,  in 
fome  meafure,  to  affift  the  prefident  of  Dartmouth  college,  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  in  maintaining  their  youth,  who  are  now  there,  under 
his  tuition,  and  whom  the  revenues  of  the  college  are  not,  at  this 
time,  fufficient  to  fupport  ;  that,  for  this  purpofe,  500  dollars  be 
paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock,  prefident  of  the  faid  college. 

Resolved,  That  the  adjutants  of  regiments,  in  the  continental 
army,  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  captains,  and  have  the  rank 
of  firft-lieutenants. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war  ;  and, 
after  fome  time,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  fupply  the  ftate  of  New- Jer- 
fey  with  one  ton  of  powder  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September  20,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one,  of  the 
13th,  from  the  general  affembly  of  Mafi'achufetts-Bay,  enclofing 
fundry  papers,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fliall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  lands,  hereafter  to  be  granted  by  the  refolution  of  Con- 
grefs of  the  16th,  from  difpofing  of  the  fame,  during  the  war, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  not  grant  lands  to  any  perfon  or 
perfons,  claiming  under  the  affignment  of  an  officer  or  foldier. 

Ordered,  that  the  medical  committee  forward  300  lb.  of  Peru- 
vian bark  to  the  fouthern  department,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops 
there. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  which, 
being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  the  following 
articles,  in  the  refpective  armies  of  the  United  States,  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  faid  armies  have  heretofore  been  govern- 
ed, fliall  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  repealed. 
SECTION     I. 

Art.  1.  That  every  officerwholhr.il  be  retained  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  mail,  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  his  cora- 
sniffion,  fubfcribe  thefe  rules  and  regulations. 

4>'t>  2.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  officers  and  foldiers 
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diligently  to  attend  divine  fervice  :  And  all  officers  and  foldiers  who 
fhall  behave  indecently,  or  irreverently,  at  any  place  of  divine  wor- 
fhip,  fhall,  if  commiffioned  officers,  be  brought  before  a  general 
court-martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by  the 
prefident  ;  if  non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers,  every  perfon. 
fo  offending  (hall,  for  his  firfl  offence,  forfeit  ith  of  a  dollar,  to  be 
deducted  out  of  his  next  pay  ;  for  the  fecond  offence,  he  fhall  not 
only  forfeit  a  like  a  fum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four  hours  ;  and, 
for  every  like  offence,  fhall  fuffer  and  pay  in  like  manner  ;  which 
money,  fo  forfeited,  fhall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  fick  foldiers  of 
the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  3.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  ufe 
any  prophane  oath  or  execration,  fhall  incur  the  penalties  expreffed 
in  the  foregoing  article  ;  and  if  a  commiffioned  officer  be  thus 
guilty  of  prophane  curling  or  fwearing,  he  fhall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
each  and  every  fuch  offence,  two-thirds  of  a  dollar. 

Art.  4.  Every  chaplain  who  is  commiffioned  to  a  regiment,  com- 
pany, trooop  or  garrifon,  and  fhall  abfent  himfelf  from  the  laid  re- 
giment, company,  troop  or  garrifon,  (excepting  in  cafe  of  ficknefa 
or  leave  of  abfence)  fhall  be  brought  to  a  court-martial,  and  be 
fined  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay,  beiides  the  lofs  of  his  pay  dur- 
ing his  abfence,  or  be  difcharged,  as  the  faid  court-martial  fhall 
judge  molt  proper. 

SECTION     II. 

Art.  1.  "Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  prefume  to  ufe  trai- 
terous  or  difrefpeetful  words  againft  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  or  the  legislature  of  any  of  the  United 
States  in  which  he  may  be  quartered,  if  a  commiffioned  officer,  he 
fhall  be  cafhiered  ;  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  he  fhall 
fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  fentence 
of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  2.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  behave  himfelf  with  con- 
tempt or  difreipecl  towards  the  general,  or  other  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  fhall  fpeak  words  ten- 
ding to  his  hurt  or  difhonour,  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  3.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe  or 
join  in  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  in  the  troop,  company  or  regiment 
to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  troop  or  company,  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  part,  poft,  detachment,  or 
guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other 
punifhment,  as  by  a  court-martial,  fhall  be  inflicted. 

Art.  4.  Any  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  who, 
being  prefent  at  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  does  not  ufe  his  utmoft  en- 
deavour to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any 
intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  delay,  give  information  thereof 
to  his  commanding  officer,  fhall  be  punilhed  by  a  court-martial 
with  death,  or  otherwife,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

Art.  5.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  ftrlke  his  fuperior  offi- 
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cer,  or  draw,  or  fhall  lift  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence 
againft  him,  being-  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever,  or  fhall  difobey  any  lawful  command  of  his  fuperior 
officer,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  puniihment  as  fhall,  accor- 
ding to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court-martial. 

SECTION     III. 

Art.  1.  Every  non-commiflioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  mail 
enlift  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall,  at  the  time 
of  his  fo  enlifting,  or  within  fix  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  read  to  him, 
and  fhall,  by  the  officer  who  enlifted  him,  or  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  enlifted,  be  taken 
before  the  next  juftice  of  the  peace,  or  chief-magiftrate  of  any 
city  or  town-corporate,  not  being  an  officer  of  the  army,  or,  where 
recourfe  cannot  be  had  to  the  civil-magiftrate,  before  the  judge  ad- 
vocate, and,  in  his  prefence,  fhall  take  the  following  oath,  or  affir- 
mation, if  confeiencioufly  fcrupulous  about  taking  an  oath  : 

I  fwear  or  affirm  [as  the  cafe  may  be]  to  be  true  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  ferve  them  honeftly  and  faithfully  againft 
all  their  enemies  or  oppofers  whatsoever  ;  and  to  obferve  and  obey 
the  orders  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  and  the  orders  of  the  gene- 
rals and  officers  fet  over  me  by  them. 

Which  juftice  or  magiftrate  is  to  give  the  officer  a  certificate, 
Signifying  that  the  man  enlifted,  did  take  the  faid  oath  or  affirmation. 

Art.  2.  After  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  have 
been  duly  enlifted  and  fworn,  he  fhall  not  be  difmiffed  the  fervice 
without  a  difcharge  in  writing  ;  and  no  difcharge,  granted  to  him, 
fhall  be  allowed  of  as  fufficient,  which  is  not  figned  by  a  field-offi- 
cer of  the  regiment  into  which  he  was  enlifted,  or  commanding* 
officer,  where  no  field-officer  of  the  regiment  is  in  the  fame  ftate. 
SECTION     IV. 

Art.  1.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop  or  compa- 
ny, fhall,  upon  the  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of  muf- 
ters,  or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop  or 
company,  under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their 
being  muftered. 

Art.  2.  Every  colonel,  or  other  field-officer  commanding  the 
regiment,  troop  or  company,  and  actually  refiding  with  it,  may 
give  furloughs  to  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  in  fuch 
numbers,  and  for  fo  long  a  time,  as  he  fhall  judge  to  be  moft  confif- 
tent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice  ;  but,  no  non-commiffioned  officer 
or  foldier  fhall,  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior  officer  command- 
ing the  troop  or  company  (his  field-officer  not  being  prefent)  be 
abfent  above  twenty  days  in  fix  months,  nor  fhall  more  than  two 
private  men  be  abfent  at  the  fame  time  from  their  troop  or  com- 
pany, excepting  fome  extraordinary  occafion  fhall  require  it,  of 
which  occafion  the  field-officer,  prefent  with,  and  commanding  th; 
regiment,  is  to  be  the  judge. 
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Art.  3.  At  eveiy  mufter,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi^ 
ment,  troop  or  company,  there  prefent,  fhall  give  to  the  commiffary, 
certificates  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long  fuch  officers, 
who  fhall  not  appear  at  the  faid  mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the. 
reafon  of  their  abfence  ;  in  like  manner,  the  commanding  officer  of 
every  troop  or  company  mall  give  certificates,  fignifying  the  rea- 
fons  of  the  abfence  of  the  non-commifiioned  officers  and  private 
foldiers  ;  which  reafons,  and  time  of  abfence,  fhall  be  inferted  in 
the  milder-rolls  oppofite  to  the  names  of  the  refpecfive  abfent  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  :  The  faid  certificates  fhall,  together  with  the 
mnlter-rolls,  be  remitted  by  the  commiffary  to  the  Congrefs,  as 
fpeedily  as  the  diftance  of  place  will  admit. 

Art.  4.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convicted  before  a  general 
court-martial  of  having  figned  a  falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the 
abfence  of  either  officer  or  private  foldier,  fhall  be  calhiered. 

Art.  5.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  mufter 
of  man  or  horfe,  and  every  officer  or  commiffary  who  fhall  willingly 
fign,  direct,  or  allow  the  figning  of  the  mufter-rolls,  wherein  fuch 
falfe  mufter  is  contained,  fhall,  upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two 
witneffes,  before  a  general  court-martial,  be  cafhiered,  and  fhall  be 
thereby  utterly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  employment 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  6.  Any  commiffary  who  fhall  be  convicted  of  having  taken 
money,  or  any  other  thing,  by  way  of  gratification  on  the  muftering 
any  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  on  the  figning  the  mufter-rolls, 
fhall  be  difplaced  from  his  office,  and  fhall  be  thereby  utterly  difa- 
bled to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  employment  under  the  United 
States. 

Art.  7.  Any  officer  who  fhall  prefume  to  mufter  any  perfon  as 

a  foldier,  who  is,  at  other  times,  accuftomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or 

who  does  not  actually  do  this   duty  as  a  foldier,   fhall  be  deemed 

guilty  of  having  made  a  falfe  mufter,  and  fhall  fuffer  accordingly. 

SECTION     V. 

Art.  1.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  return 
to  the  Congrefs,  or  any  committee  thereof,  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  his  fuperior  offi- 
cer authorized  to  call  for  fuch  returns,  of  the  ftate  of  the  regiment, 
troop  or  company,  or  garrifon,  under  his  command,  or  of  arms, 
ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  ftores  thereunto  belonging,  fhall, 
by  a  court-martial,  be  cafhiered. 

Art.  2.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop  or 
independent  company,  or  garrifon  of  the  United  States,  fhall,  in 
the  beginning  of  every  month,  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  American  forces  and  to  the  Congrefs,  an  exact  return  of  the 
ftate  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garrifon 
under  his  command,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  officers  not  then 
refiding  at  their  pofts,  and  the  reafon  for,  and  time  of,  their  ab- 
fence :  Whoever  fhall  be  convicted  of  having,  through  neglect  or 
defign,  omitted  the  fending  fuch  returns,  fhall  be  punifhed  accor- 
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ding  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,   by  the  judgment   of  a  general 
court-martial. 

SECTION     VI. 

Art.  1.  All  officers  and  foldiers,  who  having  received  pay,  or 
having  been  duly  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  lhall 
be  convicted  of  having  deferted  the  fame,  mall  fuller  death,  or  inch 
other  punifhment  as,  by  a  court-martial,  fhall  be  inflicted. 

Art.  2.  Any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  -who  mail, 
without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  ablent  himfelf  from  his 
troop  or  company,  or  from  any  detachment  with  which  he  (hall  be 
commanded,  lhall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be  punifhed,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  court-mar- 
tial. 

Art.  3.  No  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  enlift  him- 
felf in  any  other  regiment,  troop  or  company,  without  a  regular 
difcharge  from  the  regiment,  troop  or  company,  in  which  he  laft. 
ferved,  on  the  penalty  of  being  reputed  a  deferter,  and  fuffering 
accordingly:  And  in  cafe  any  officer  {hall,  knowingly,  receive  and 
entertain  fuch  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  or  {hall  not,  af- 
ter his  being  difcovered  to  be  a  deferter,  immediately  confine  him, 
and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  corps  in  which  he  laft  ferved,  he,  the 
faid  officer  fo  offending,  fhall,  by  a  court-martial,  be  cafhiered. 

Art.  4.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  lhall  be  convicted  of  hav- 
ing advifed  or  perfuaded  any  other  officer  or  foldier  to  defert  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fliall 
be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 

SECTION     VII. 

Art.  1 .  No  officer  or  foldier  fliall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  provok- 
ing fpeeches  or  geftures  to  another,  upon  pain,  if  an  officer,  of  be- 
ing put  in  arreft ;  if  a  foldier,  imprifoned,  and  of  afking  pardon  of 
the  party  offended,  in  the  prefence  of  his  commanding  officer. 

Art.  2.  No  officer  or  foldier  {hall  prefume  to  fend  a  challenge  to 
any  other  officer  or  foldier,  to  fight  a  duel,  upon  pain,  if  a  commif- 
lioned  officer,  of  being  cafhiered,  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or 
foldier,  of  fuffering  corporal  punifhment,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  court- 
martial. 

Art.  3.  If  any  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned  officer  com- 
manding a  guard,  fliall,  knowingly  and  willingly,  fuffer  any  perfon. 
whatfoever  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  he  fhall  be  punifhed  as  a  chal- 
lenger: And  likewife  all  feconds,  promoters,  and  carriers  of  chal- 
lenges, in  order  to  duels,  fliall  be  deemed  as  principals,  and  be  pu- 
nifhed accordingly. 

Art.  4.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  foever,  have  power  to  part 
and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  diforders,  though  the  perfons  con- 
cerned fhould  belong  to  another  regiment,  troop  or  company;  and 
either  to  order  officers  into  arreft  or  non-commiffioned  officers  or 
foldiers  to  prifon,  till  their  proper  fuperior  officers  fliall  be  acquain- 
ted therewith ;  andwhoibever  fhall  refufeto  obevfuch  officer  (though 
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of  an  inferior  rank)  or  fhalldraw  his  fworcl  upon  him,  (hall  be  pu- 
nifhed at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  5.  Whatfoever  ofRcer  or  foldier  fiiall  upbraid  another  for 
refuting  a  challenge,  fiiall  hirnfelf  be  punifhed  as  a  challenger;  and 
all  officers  and  foldiers  are  hereby  difcharged  of  any  difgrace,  or 
opinion  of  difadvantage,  which  might  arife  from  their  having  re- 
fufed  to  accept  of  challenges,  as  they  will  only  have  acted  in  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  done  their  duty  as  good  fol- 
diers, who  fubject  themfelves  to  difcipline. 

SECTION     VIII. 

Art.  1.  No  futtler  fiiall  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind  of  liquors 
or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  houfes  or  {hops  open,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  foldiers,  after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beating  of  the 
reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine  fervice,  or  fermon,  on 
the  penalty  of  being  difmiffed  from  all  future  futtling. 

Art.  2.  All  officers,  foldiers  and  futtlers,  fiiall  have  full  liberty 
to  bring  into  any  of  the  forts  or  garrifons  of  the  United  American 
States,  any  quantity  or  fpecies  of  provifions,  eatable  or  drinkable, 
except  where  any  contract  or  contracts  are,  or  fiiall  be  entered  into 
by  Congrefs,  or  by  their  order,  for  furnifhing  fuch  provifions,  and 
with  refpect  only  to  the  fpecies  of  provifions  fo  contracted  for. 

Art.  3.  All  officers,  commanding  in  the  forts,  barracks,  or  gar- 
rifons of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  required  to  fee,  that  the  per- 
fons  permitted  to  futtle  fiiall  fupply  the  foldiers  with  good  and 
wholefome  provifions  at  the  market  price,  as  they  fiiall  be  anfwer- 
able  for  their  neglect. 

Art.  4.  No  officers,  commanding  in  any  of  the  garrifons,  forts, 
or  barracks  of  the  United  States,  fiiall  either  themfelves  exact  ex- 
orbitant prices  for  houfes  or  ftalls  let  out  to  futtlers,  or  fiiall  connive 
at  the  like  exactions  in  others ;  nor,  by  their  own  authority  and  for 
their  private  advantage,  (hall  they  lay  any  duty  or  impofition  upon, 
or  be  interefted  in  the  fale  of  fuch  victuals,  liquors  or  other  necef- 
faries  of  life,  which  are  brought  into  the  garrifon,  fort,  or- barracks, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  difcharged  from 
the  fervice. 

SECTION     IX. 

Art.  1.  Every  officer  commanding  in  quarters,  garrifons,  or  on 
a  march,  fiiall  keep  good  order,  and,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  re- 
drefs  all  fuch  abufes  or  diforders  which  may  be  committed  by  any 
officer  or  foldier  under  his  command;  if,  upon  complaint  made  to 
him  of  officers  or  foldiers  beating,  or  otherwife  ill-treating  any  per- 
fon ;  of  difturbing  fairs  or  markets,  or  of  committing  any  kind  of 
riots  to  the  difquieting  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  ;  he 
the  faid  commander,  who  fiiall  refufe  or  omit  to  fee  juftice  done  on 
the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or  par- 
ties injured,  as  far  as  part  of  the  offender's  pay  fiiall  enable  him  or 
them,  fiiall,  upon  proof  thereof,  be  punifhed,  by  a  general  court- 
martial,  as  if  he,  himfelf,  had  committed  the  crimes  or  diforders 
complained  of. 
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SECTION     X. 

Art.  1.  Whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  (hall  be  accufed  of  a  ca- 
pital crime,  or  of  having  ufed  violence,  or  committed  any  offence 
againft  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  good  people  of  any  of  the 
United  American  States,  fuch  as  is  punilhable  by  the  known  laws 
of  the  land,  the  commanding  officer  and  officers  of  every  regiment, 
troop,  or  party,  to  which  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  accufed  fliall  be- 
long, are  hereby  required,  upon  application  duly  made  by  or  in  be- 
half of  the  party  or  parties  injured,  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
deliver  over  fuch  accufed  perfon  or  perfons  to  the  civil  magiftrate  ; 
and  likewife  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  the  officers  of  juftice  in  ap- 
prehending and  fecuring  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  accufed,  in  order 
to  bring  them  to  a  trial.  If  any  commanding  officer  or  officers  mail 
wilfully  neglect  or  mall  refufe,  upon  the  application  aforefaid,  to 
deliver  over  fuch  accufed  perfon  or  perfons  to  the  civil  magiftrates, 
or  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  the  officers  of  juftice  in  apprehending 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  the  officer  or  officers  fo  offending  fliall  be 
cafhiered. 

Art.  2.  No  officer  fliall  protect  any  perfon  from  his  creditors  on 
the  pretence  of  his  being  a  foldier,  nor  any  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cer or  foldier  who  does  not  actually  do  all  duties  as  fuch,  and  no  far- 
ther than  is  allowed  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  bearing  date  the 
26th  day  of  December,  1775:  Any  officer  offending  herein,  being 
convidted  thereof  before  a  court-martial,  fliall  be  cafhiered. 
SECTION     XI. 

Art.  1.  If  any  officer  fliall  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged  by  his 
colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  fliall  upon 
due  application  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redreffed,  he  may  com- 
plain to  the  general,  commanding  in  chief  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  obtain  juftice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  examine 
into  the  faid  complaint,  and  either  by  himfelf  or  the  board  of  war, 
to  make  report  to  Congrefs  thereupon,  in  order  to  receive  further 
directions. 

Art.  2.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier  fliall  think  himfelf 
wronged  by  his  captain,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to  furamon 
a  regimental  court-martial,  for  the  doing  juftice  to  the  complai- 
nant ;  from  which  regimental  court-martial  either  party  may,  if  he 
thinks  himfelf  ftill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court-martial  : 
But  if,  upon  a  fecond  hearing,  the  appeal  fliall  appear  to  be  vexa- 
tious and  groundlefs,  the  perfon  fo  appealing  fliall  be  punifhed  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  faid  general  court-martial. 

SECTION     XII. 

Art.  1.  Whatfoever  commiflioned  officer,  ftore-keeper,  or  com- 
miffary,  fliall  be  convicted  at  a  general  court-martial  of  having  fold 
(without  a  proper  order  for  that  purpofe)  embezzled,  mifapplied,  or 
wilfully,  or  through  neglect,  fuffered  any  of  the  provifions,  forage, 
arms,  clothing,  ammunition,  or  other  military  ftores  belonging  to 
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the  United  States,  to  be  fpoiled  or  damaged,  the  faid  officer,  ftore- 
keeper,  or  commiffary  fo  offending,  fhall,  at  his  own  charge,  make 
good  the  lofs  or  damage,  fhall  moreover  forfeit  all  his  pay  and  be 
difmiffed  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  2.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  be 
convicted  at  a  regimental  court-martial  of  having  fold,  or  design- 
edly, or  through  neglect,  wafted  the  ammunition  delivered  out  to 
him  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall,  if  a 
non-commifiioned  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private  centinel,  and  fhall 
befides  fuffer  corporal  punifhment,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  private 
centinel  fo  offending,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 
Art.  3.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  be 
convicted  at  a  court-martial  of  having  fold,  loft  or  fpoiled,  through 
neglect,  his  horfe,  arms,  clothes  or  accoutrements,  fhall  undergo 
fuch  weekly  ftoppages  (not  exceeding  the  half  of  his  pay)  as  a  court- 
martial  fhall  judge  fufficient  for  repairing  the  lofs  or  damage;  and 
fhall  fuffer  imprifonment,  or  fuch  other  corporal  punifhment  as  his 
crime  fhall  deferve. 

Art.  4.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convicled  at  a  court-martial 
of  having  embezzled  or  mifapplied  any  money  with  which  he  may 
have  been  entrufted  for  the  payment  of  the  men  under  his  command, 
or  for  enlifting  men  into  the  fervice,  if  a  commiffioned  officer,  fhall 
be  cafhiered  and  compelled  to  refund  the  money,  if  a  non-commif- 
fioned officer,  fhall  be  reduced  to  ferve  in  the  ranks  as  a  private  fol- 
dier, be  put  under  ftoppages  until  the  money  be  made  good,  and 
fuffer  fuch  corporal  punifhment  (not  extending  to  life  or  limb)  as 
the  court-martial  fhall  think  fit. 

Art.  5.  Every  captain  of  a  troop  or  company,  is  charged  with 
the  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  clothing  or  other  war-like 
ftores  belonging  to  the  troop  or  company  under  his  command,  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable  for  to  his  colonel,  in  cafe  of  their  being 
loft,  fpoiled  or  damaged,  not  by  unavoidable  accidents,  or  on  ac- 
tual fervice. 

SECTION     XIII. 
Art.    1.  All  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fhall  be 
found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave,  in  writing,  from  their 
commanding  officer,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  be  inflic- 
ted upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  2.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  quarters,  garrifon 
or  camp,  without  leave  from  his  fuperior  officer,  upon  penalty  of 
being  punifhed,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  fen- 
tence of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  3.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  fhall  retire 
to  his  quarters  or  tent  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat;  in  default  of 
which,  he  fhall  be  punifhed,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
by  the  commanding  officer. 

Art.  4.  No  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  fhall  fail 
of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exercife, 
er  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  his  commanding  officer,  if  not 
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prevented  by  ficknefs,  or  fome  other  evident  necefllty;  or  fliall  go 
from  the  {"aid  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without  leave 
from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  fliall  be  regularly  difmiffed 
or  relieved,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  5.  Whatever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  found  drunk  on 
his  guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  fliall  be  cafliiered  for  it; 
any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  offending,  fliall  fuffer 
fuch  corporal  punifhment  as  fliall  be  inflicled  by  the  fentence  of  a 
court-martial. 

Art.  6.  Whatever  centinel  fliall  be  found  fleeping  upon  his  poll, 
or  fliall  leave  it  before  he  fliall  be  regularly  relieved,  fliall  fuffer 
death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fliall  be  inflicled  by  the  fentence 
of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  7.  No  foldier  belonging  to  any  regiment,  troop  or  company, 
fhall  hire  another  to  do  his  duty  for  him,  or  be  excufed  from  duty, 
but  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  difability  or  leave  of  abfence  ;  and  every  fuch 
foldier  found  guilty  of  hiring  his  duty,  as  alfo  the  party  fo  hired  to 
do  another's  duty,  fliall  be  punifhed  at  the  next  regimental  court- 
martial. 

Art.  8.  And  every  non-commiffioned  officer  conniving- at  fuch 
hiring  of  duty  as  aforefaid,  fliall  be  reduced  for  it ;  and  every  com- 
miffioned officer,  knowing  and  allowing  of  fuch  ill-nradtices  in  the 
fervice,  fliall  be  punifhed  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  9.  Any  perfon,  belonging  to  the  forces  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  who,  by  difcharging  of  fire-arms, 
drawing  of  fwords,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means  what- 
foever,  fliall  occafion  falfe  alarms  in  camp,  garrifon,  or  quarters, 
fliall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fliall  be  ordered  by 
the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  10.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fliall,  without  urgent  necef- 
fity,  or  without  the  leave  of  his  fuperior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or 
divifion,  fliall  be  punifhed,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  11.  No  officer  or  foldier  fliall  do  violence  to  any  perfon 
who  brings  provifions,  or  other  neceflaries  to  the  camp,  garrifon  or 
quarters  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  employed  in  parts  out 
of  faid  ftates,  on  pain  of  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  a  court- 
martial  fliall  direct. 

Art.  12.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fliall  mifbehave  himfelf 
before  the  enemy,  or  fhamefully  abandon  any  poll  committed  to  his 
charge,  or  fliall  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like,  fliall  fuf- 
fer death. 

Art.  13.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fliall  milbehave  himfelf 
before  the  enemy,  and  run  away,  or  fhamefully  abandon  any  fort, 
poft,  or  guard,  which  he  or  they  fliall  be  commanded  to  defend,  or 
fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like  ;  or  who,  after  victory, 
fliall  quit  his  commanding  officer,  or  poft,  to  plunder  and  pillage : 
Every  fuch  offender,  being  duly  convitled  thereof,  fliall  be  reputed 


352  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

a  difobeyer  of  military  orders;  and  mall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other 
punifhment,  as,  by  a  general  court-martial,  fliall  be  inflicted  on  him. 

Art.  14.  Any  perfon,  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  who  mall  caft  away  his  arms  and  ammunition,  fliall  fuffer 
death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence 
of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  15.  Any  perfon,  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  who  fhall  make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  perfon  who  is 
not  entitled  to  receive  it  according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of 
war,  or  fliall  prefume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch-word  different  from 
what  he  received,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as 
fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  16.  All  officers  and  fokliers  are  to  behave  themfelves  or- 
derly in  quarters,  and  on  their  march;  and  whofoever  fliall  commit 
any  wafte  or  fpoil,  either  in  walks  of  trees,  parks,  warrens,  fifh- 
ponds,  houfes  or  gardens,  corn-fields,  enclofures  or  meadows,  or 
ihall  malicioufly  deftroy  any  property  whatfoever  belonging  to  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States,  unlefs  by  order  of  the  then  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  faid  ftates,  to  annoy  rebels  or 
other  enemies  in  arms  againft  faid  ftates,  he  or  they  that  fhall  be 
found  guilty  of  offending  herein,  fliall  (befides  fuch  penalties  as  they 
are  liable  to  by  law)  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  regimental  or  general  court- 
martial. 

Art.  17.  Whofoever,  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  employed  in  foreign  parts,  fliall  force  a  fafe-guard,  fliall  fuf- 
fer death. 

Art.  18.  Whofoever  fliall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  vic- 
tuals, or  ammunition,  or  fhall  knowingly  harbour  or  protect  an  ene- 
my, fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a  court-mar- 
tial fhall  be  inflicted. 

Art.  19.  Whofoever  fliall  be  convicted  of  holding  correfpondence. 
with,  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, fliall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a  court- 
martial  fliall  be  inflicted. 

Art.  20.  All  public  {lores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp,  towns, 
forts  or  magazines,  whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  clothing,  fo- 
rage, or  provifions,  fliall  be  fecured  for  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  ;  for  the  neglect  of  which  the  commanders  in  chief  are  to 
be  anfwerable. 

Art .  21.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  fliall  leave  his  poft  or  colours  to 
go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  fhall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof  be- 
fore a  general  court-martial,  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment 
as  by  a  court-martial  fliall  be  inflicted. 

Art.  22.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrifon,  fortrefs  or  poft, 
fliall  be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  foldiers  under  his  command, 
to  give  up  to  the  enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commiffioned  offi- 
cers, non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers,  who  fliall  be  convicted  of 
having  fo  offended,  fliall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as 
fliall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 


SEPTEMBER  1776.  353 

Art.  23.  All  futtlers  and  retainers  to  a  camp,  and  all  perfons 
whatfoever  ferving  with  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  the 
field,  though  no  enlifted  foldier,  are  to  be  fubjecl  to  orders,  accor- 
ding to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war. 

Art.  24.  Officers  having  brevets,  or  commiffions  of  a  prior  date 
to  thofe  of  the  regiment  in  which  they  now  ferve,  may  take  place 
in  courts-martial  and  on  detachments,  when  compofed  of  different 
corps,  according  to  the  ranks  given  them  in  their  brevets  or  dates 
of  their  former  commiffions  ;  but  in  the  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany to  which  fuch  brevet  officers  and  thofe  who  have  commiffions 
of  a  prior  date  do  belong,  they  ihall  do  duty  and  take  rank  both 
on  court-martial  and  on  detachments  which  (hall  be  compofed  only 
of  their  own  corps,  according  to  the  commiffions  by  which  they 
are  muftered  in  the  faid  corps. 

Art.  25.  If  upon  marches,  guards,  or  in  quarters,  different  corps 
fhall  happen  to  join  or  do  duty  together,  the  eldeft  officer  by  com- 
miffion  there,  on  duty,  or  in  quarters,  mall  command  the  whole, 
and  give  out  orders  for  what  is  needful  to  the  fervice  ;  regard  be- 
ing always  had  to  the  feveral  ranks  of  thofe  corps,  and  the  pofts 
they  ufually  occupy. 

Art.  26.  And  in  like  manner  alfo,  if  any  regiments,  troops  or 
detachments  of  horfe  or  foot  mall  happen  to  march  with,  or  be 
encamped  or  quartered  with  any  bodies  or  detachments  of  other 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  eldeft  officer,  with- 
out refpeel  to  corps,  (hall  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  whole, 
and  give  the  neceflary  orders  to  the  fervice. 

SECTION     XIV. 

Art.  1.  A  general  court-martial  in  the  United  States  fhall  not 
confift  of  lefs  than  thirteen  commiffioned  officers,  and  the  prefident 
of  fuch  court-martial  (hall  not  be  the  commander  in  chief  or  com- 
mandant of  the  garrifon  where  the  offender  fhall  be  tried,  nor  be 
under  the  degree  of  a  field  officer. 

Art.  2  .The  members  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts-mar- 
tial fhall,  when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  fame  rank 
which  they  hold  in  the  army  ;  but  when  courts-martial  fhall  be 
compofed  of  officers  of  one  corps,  they  fhall  take  their  ranks  accor- 
ding to  the  dates  of  the  commiffions,  by  which  they  are  muftered 
in  the  faid  corps. 

Art.  3.  The  judge  advocate-general,  or  fome  perfon  deputed  by 
him,  fhall  profecute  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America  ; 
and  in  trials  of  offenders  by  general  courts-martial,  adminifter  to 
each  member  the  following  oaths : 

You  fhall  well  and  truly  try  and  determine,  according  to  your 
evidence,  the  matter  now  before  you,  between  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  the  prifoners  to  be  tried.     So  help  you  God. 

You  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  you  will  duly  adminifter  juftice  accor- 
ding to  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  for- 
ces of  the  United  States  of  America,  without  partiality,  favour, 
or  affection  ;  and  if  any  doubt  fhall  arife,  which  is   not  explained 
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by  the  faid  articles,  according  to  your  conscience,  the  beft  of  your 
understanding,  and  the  cuftom  of  war  in  the  like  cafes.  And  you 
do  further  fwear,  that  you  will  not  divulge  the  fentence  of  the 
court,  until  it  fhall  be  approved  of  by  the  general,  or  commander 
in  chief ;  neither  will  you,  upon  any  account,  at  any  time  what- 
foever,  difclofe  or  difcover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular 
member  of  the  court-martial,  unlefs  required  to  give  evidence  there- 
of as  a  witnefs  by  a  court  of  juftice,  in  a  due  courfe  of  law.  So 
help  you  God. 

And  as  foon  as  the  faid  oath  fhall  have  been  adminiftered  to 
the  refpettive  members,  the  pretident  of  the  court  fhall  adminifter 
to  the  judge-advocate,  or  perfon  officiating  as  fuch,  an  oath  in  the 
following  words  : 

You  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  you  will  not,  upon  any  account,  at  any- 
time whatfoever,  difclofe  or  difcover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any 
particular  msmber  of  the  court-martial,  unlefs  required  to  give 
evidence  thereof,  as  a  witnefs,  by  a  court  of  juflice,  in  a  due  courfe 
of  law.      So  help  you  God. 

Art.  4.  All  the  members  of  a  court-martial  are  to  behave  with 
calmnefs  and  decency;  and  in  the  giving  of  their  votes,  are  to 
begin  with  the  youngeft  in  commiffion. 

Art.  5.  All  perfons  who  give  evidence  before  a  general  court- 
martial,  are  to  be  examined  upon  oath  ;  and  no  fentence  of  death 
.{hall  be  given  againft  any  offender  by  any  general  court-martial, 
unlefs  two-thirds  of  the  officers  prefent  fhall  concur  therein. 

Art.  6.  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  caufe,  be- 
fore a  court-martial,  who  fhall  refufe  to  give  evidence,  fhall  be 
punifhed  for  fuch  refufal,  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  court-martial  : 
The  oath  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

You  fwear  the  evidence  you  fhall  give  in  the  caufe  now  in  hear- 
ing, fhall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
So  help  you  God. 

Art.  7.  No  field-officer  fhall  be  tried  by  any  perfon  under  the 
degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  fhall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried 
on  excepting  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  of 
three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cafes  which  require  an  immedi- 
ate example. 

Art.  8.  No  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial  fhall  be  put  in 
execution,  till  after  a  report  fhall  be  made  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ings to  Congrefs,  or  to  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  and  their  or  his  directions  be  fignified 
thereupon. 

Art.  9.  For  the  more  equitable  decifion  of  difputes  which  may 
arife  between  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  different  corps,  it 
is  hereby  directed,  that  the  conrts-martial  fhall  be  equallycompo- 
fed  of  officers  belonging  to  the  corps  in  which  the  parties  in  ques- 
tion do  then  ferve  ;  and  that  the  prelidents  fhall  be  taken  by  turns, 
beginning  with  that  corps  which  fhall  be  eldeft  in  rank. 

Art.   10.  The  commiffioned  officers  of  every  regiment  may,  by 
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the  appointment  of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regi- 
mental courts-martial  for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  difputes,  or  cri- 
minal matters,  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  inflicting  cor- 
poral puniihments  for  fmall  offences,  and  fhall  give  judgment  by 
the  majority  of  voices  ;  but  no  fentence  ihall  be  executed  till  the 
commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial)  or 
the  commandant  of  the  garrifon,  fhall  have  confirmed  the  fame. 

Art.  11.  No  regimental  court-martial  fhall  confift  of  lefs  than 
five  officers,  excepting  in  cafes  where  that  number  cannot  conve- 
niently be  alTembled,  when  three  may  be  fufficient  ;  who  are  like- 
wife  to  determine  upon  the  fentence  by  the  majority  of  voices  ; 
which  fentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment,  not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial. 

Art.  12.  Every  officer  commanding  in  any  of  the  forts,  barracks, 
or  elfewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command  confifts  of  de- 
tachments from  different  regiments,  or  of  independent  companies, 
may  affemble  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offenders  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  they  were  regimental,  whofe  fentence  is  not  to  be 
executed  until  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by  thefaid  commanding  officer. 

Art.  13.  No  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  cafhiered  or  difmifTed 
from  the  fervice,  excepting  by  an  order  from  the  Congrefs,  or  by 
the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial  ;  but  non-commiffioned 
officers  may  be  difcharged  as  private  foldiers,  and,  by  the  order  of 
the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  or  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental 
court-martial,  be  reduced  to  private  centinels. 

Art.  14.  No  perfon  whatever  fhall  ufe  menacing  words,  figns, 
or  geftures,  in  the  prefence  of  a  court-martial  then  fitting,  or  fhall 
caufe  any  diforder  or  riot,  fo  as  to  difturb  their  proceedings,  on  the 
penalty  of  being  punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  court-martial. 

Art.  15.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  juftice, 
it  is  hereby  directed,  that  whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  fhall  com- 
mit a  crime  deferving  punifhment,  he  fhall,  by  his  commanding 
officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrefl  ;  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer 
or  foldier,  be  imprifoned  till  he  fhall  be  either  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  or  fhall  be  lawfully  difcharged  by  a  proper  authority. 

Art.  16.  No  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  be  put  in  arreft  or  im- 
prifonmenl,  fhall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days, 
or  till  fuch  time  as  a  court-martial  can  be  conveniently  aflembled. 

Art.  17.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-martial, 
fhall  refufe  to  receive,  or  keep  any  prifoner  committed  to  his  charge, 
by  any  officer  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
officer  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  deliver  an  account  in  writing,  figned 
by  himfelf,  of  the    crime  with  which  the  faid  prifoner  is  charged. 

Art.  18.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-martial, 
fhall  prefume  to  releafe  any  prifoner  committed  to  his  charge  with- 
out proper  authority  for  fo  doing  ;  nor  fhall  he  fuffer  any  prifoner 
to  efcape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  for  it  by  the  fentence 
of  a  court-martial. 

Art.   19.  Every  officer  or  provoft-martial  to  whofe  charge  prisoners 
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fhall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  futh  commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  fhall  be  relieved  from  his 
guard,  to  give  in  writing-  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  whom 
the  prifoner  belongs  (where  the  prifoner  is  confined  upon  the  guard 
belonging  to  the  faid  regiment,  and  that  his  offence  only  relates- 
t'o  the  neglect  of  duty  in  his  own  corps)  or  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  who 
committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of  his  being  punilhed  for  his  dif- 
obedience  or  neglect,  at  the  diferetion  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  20.  And  if  any  officer  under  arreft,  fhall  leave  his-  con- 
finement before  he  is  let  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him, 
or  by  a  fuperior  power,  he  fhall  be  cafhiered  for  it. 

Art.  21.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  convicted, 
before  a  general  court-martial,  of  behaving  in  a  fcandalous,  infa- 
mous manner,  Inch  as  is  unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  fhall  be  difcharged  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  22.  In  all  cafes  where  a  commiffioned  officer  is  cafhiered 
for  cowardice,  or  fraud,  it  fhall  be  added  in  the  punifhment,  that 
the  crime,  name,  place  of  abode,  and  punifhment  of  the  delinquent 
be  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers,  in  and  about  the  camp,  and  of 
that  particular  ftate  from  which  the  offender  came,  or  ufually  re- 
iides  :  After  which,  it  fhall  be  deemed  fcandalous  for  any  officer  to 
afibciate  with  him. 

SECTION     XV. 

Art.  1 .  When  any  commiffioned  officer  fhall  happen  to  die,  or 
be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  major  of  the  re- 
giment, or  the  officer  doing  the  major's  duty  in  his  abfence,  fhall 
immediately  fecure  all  his  effects,  or  equipage,  then  in  camp  or 
quarters  ;  and  fhall,  before  the  next  regimental  court-martial,  make 
an  inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  office 
of  the  board  of  war,  to  the  end,  that  his  executors  may,  after  pay- 
ment of  his  debts  in  quarters  and  interment,  receive  the  overplus, 
if  any  be,  to  his  or  their  ufe. 

Art.  2.  When  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  hap- 
pen to  die,  or  to  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the 
then  commanding  officer  of  the  troop,  or  company,  fhall,  in  the  pre- 
tence of  two  ether  commiffioned  officers,  take  an  account  of  what- 
ever effects  he  dies  poffelTed  of,  above  his  regimental  clothing,  arms, 
and  accoutrements,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  office  of  the  board 
at  war  ;  which  faid  effects  are  to  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  to  th? 
reprefentative  of  fuch  deceafed  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier. 
And  in  cafe  any  of  the  officers,  fo  authorized  to  take  care  of  the 
effects  of  dead  officers  and  foldiers,  fhould,  before  they  fhall  have 
accounted  to  their  reprefentatives  for  the  fame,  have  occafion  to 
leave  the  regiment,  by  preferment  or  otherwife,  they  fhall,  before 
they  be  permitted  to  quit  the  fame,  depofit  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
manding officer  or  of  the  agent  of  the  regiment,  all  the  effects  of 
fuch  deceafed  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  in  order  that 
the  fame  may  be  fecured  for,  and  paid  to  their  relpective  reprefen- 
tatives. 
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SECTION     XVI. 

Art.  1.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matroffes,  drivers,  or 
any  other  perfons  whatfoever,  receiving-  pay  or  hire  in  the  fervice 
of  the  artillery  of  the  United  States,  (hall  be  governed  by  the  afore  - 
faid  rules  and  articles,  and  fball  be  fubject  to  be  tried  by  courts- 
martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  other 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  For  differences  arifing  amongft  themfelves,  or  in  mat- 
ters relating  folely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be 
compofed  of  their  own  officers  ;  but  where  a  number  fufficient  of 
fuch  officers  cannot  be  alTembled,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps 
are  interefted,  the  officers  of  artillery  (hall  fit  in  courts-martial  with 
the  officers  of  the  other  corps,  taking  their  rank  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  refpective  coinmiffions,  and  no  otherwife. 
SECTION     XVII. 

Art.  1.  The  officers  and  foldiers  of  any  troops,  whether  minute- 
men,  militia,  or  others  being  muttered  and  in  continental  pay,  fliall, 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  when  joined  or  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States,  be  governed  by  thefe 
rules  or  articles  of  war,  and  lhall  be  fubject  to  be  tried  by  courts- 
martial  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  regular 
forces,  fave  only  that  fuch  courts-martial  fliall  be  compofed  entire- 
ly of  militia  officers  of  the  fame  provincial  corps  with  the  offender. 

That  fuch  militia  and  minute-men  as  are  now  in  fervice,  and 
have  by  particular  contract  with  their  refpective  ftates  engaged  to 
be  governed  by  particular  regulations  while  in  continental  fervice, 
fliall  not  be  fubject  to  the  above  articles  of  war. 

Art.  2.  For  the  future  all  general  officers  and  colonels,  ferving 
by  commiffion  from  the  authority  of  any  particular  ftate,  fliall,  on 
all  detachments,  courts-martial,  or  other  duty,  wherein  they  may 
be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United 
States,  take  rank  next  after  all  generals  and  colonels  ferving  by 
commiffions  from  Congrefs,  though  the  commiffions  of  fuch  parti- 
cular generals  and  colonels  Ihould  be  of  elder  date  :  and  in  like 
manner,  lieutenant-colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  other  inferior 
officers,  ferving  by  commiffion  from  any  particular  ftate,  fliall  on 
all  detachments,  courts-martial,  or  other  duty,  Avherein  they  may 
be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United 
States,  have  rank  next  after  all  officers  of  the  like  rank  ferving  by 
commiffions  from  Congrefs,  though  the  commiffions  of  fuch  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, majors,  captains,  and  other  inferior  officers,  fliould 
be  of  elder  date  to  thofe  of  the  like  rank  from  Congrefs. 
SECTION     XVIII. 

Art.  1.  The  aforegoing  articles  are  to  be  read  and  pubiifhed  cnce 
in  every  two  months  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany, muftered,  or  to  be  muftered  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  are  to  be  duly  obferved  and  exactly  obeyed  by  all  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  who  are  or  fliall  be  in  the  faid  fervice. 

Art.  2,  The  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being-, 
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fhall  have  full  power  of  pardoning,  or  mitigating  any  of  thepunifh- 
meats  ordered  to  be  inflicted,  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  articles  ;  and  every  offender  convicted  as  aforefaid, 
by  any  regimental  court-martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his 
punifliment  mitigated  by  the  colonel,  or  officer  commanding  the 
regiment. 

Art.  3.  No  perfon  fhall  be  fentenced  to  fuffer  death,  except  in 
the  cafes  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles;  nor  mall 
more  than  one  hundred  lathes  be  inflicted  on  any  offender  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  court-martial. 

That  every  judge-advocate,  or  perfon  officiating  as  fuch,  at  any 
general  court-martial,  do,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  tranfmit, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  opportunity  of  time  and  diftance  of 
place  can  admit,  the  original  proceedings  and  fentence  of  fuch  court- 
martial  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  which  faid  original  proceedings  and 
fentence  fhall  be  carefully  kept  and  preferved  in  the  office  of  faid 
fecretary,  to  the  end  that  perfons  entitled  thereto  may  be  enabled, 
upon  application  to  the  faid  office,  to  obtain  copies  thereof. 

That  the  party  tried  by  any  general  court-martial,  fhall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  copy  of  the  fentence  and  proceedings  of  fuch  court-mar- 
tial, upon  demand  thereof  made  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  other  perfon 
or  perfons,  on  his  behalf,  whether  fuch  fentence  be  approved  or  not. 

Art.  4.  The  field-officers  of  each  and  every  regiment,  are  to 
appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  belonging  to  fuch  regiment,  to  receive 
all  fuch  fines  as  may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  breach  of  any 
of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  fhall  direct  the  fame  to  be  carefully 
and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  fick,  wounded  or  neceffi- 
tous  foldiers  as  belong  to  fuch  regiments;  and  fuch  perfon  fhall  ac- 
count with  fuch  officer,  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application 
thereof. 

Art.  5.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  diforders  and  neglects, 
which  officers  and  foldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  order  and  military  difcipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the 
above  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of,  by  a  general 
or  regimental  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
the  offence,  and  be  punifhed  at  their  difcretion. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  articles  of  war  be  immediately  pub- 
lifhed. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  for  raifing  the  new  army  be  pub- 
lifhed,  and  copies  thereof  fent  to  the  commanding  officers  in  the  fe- 
veral  departments,  and  to  the  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
refpective  ftates. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  commander  of  the  fchooner 
Thiftle,  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  6,700  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  de- 
legates of  New-York,  for  the  ufe  of  that  fcate ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Paine  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  refpec- 
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ting  the  practicability  of  enlarging  the  furnace  at  Salisbury,  for 
cafting  heavy  cannon  there,  and  requeft  his  opinion  concerning  the 
fame. 

The  delegates  from  New-York  having  communicated  to  Con- 
grefs  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  that  flate, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient 
difpatch : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
head-quarters,  near  New-York,  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  army, 
and  the  beft  means  of  fupplying  their  wants: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Resolved,  That  an  afliftant-phyfician  to  Dr.  Shippen  be  appointed 
for  the  flying-camp  and  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  and  that  his  pay  be 
2  dollars  and  |ds  per  day  : 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Dr.  William  Brown  was  elected. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

-ce»  <gg> «»» 

Mondat,  September  23,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th  and  2lft,  from  general  Wafhington;  two 
of  the  19th,  from  J.  Trumbull;  one  of  the  21ft,  from  the  conven- 
tion of  Delaware;  one  of  the  14th,  from  R.  Varick  ;  one  of  the 
19th,  from  governor  Livingfton;  alfo,  one  of  the  14th,  from  ge- 
neral Schuyler,  and  one  of  the  19th,  from  colonel  Van  Schaick, 
and  one  from  Dr.  William  Shippen,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen  be  referred  to  the 
medical  committee,  and  the  reft  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  colonel  J.  Stark,  and  the  other  from 
Monf.  Devourouy,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  captain  Archibald  Hamilton,  was  read,  praying 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return  home,  and  refide  with  his  wife 
and  children : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Colerus, 
as  major ;  the  fame  to  Monf.  Malmedy,  and  two  months'  pay  to 
Monf.  de  Vernejouz,  as  captain. 

A  letter,  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  aflfembly  of  New-Jerfey,  with 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Amboy,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  co'py  of  the  letter  from  the  aflembly,  and  of 
the  enclofed  letter  from  Amboy,  be  fent  to  general  Mercer  ;  and 
that  he  be  defired  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  flia.Il  effectually  introduce 
order,  and  remove  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  of 
New-Jerfey. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
treafury  :  The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Ellery  were  elected. 
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Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  providing  clothing  and  other  neceffaries  for  the  army: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  R. 
Morris. 

Two  letters,  of  the  22d,  from  general  Wafhington  being  recei- 
ved, were  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  feveral  papers  from 
the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New-York,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  German  battalion  be  ordered  immediately  to 
join  the  army  under  general  Wafhington ;  and  that  the  prefident 
inform  his  excellency  of  their  march,  and  defire  that  he  will  order 
an  equal  number  of  men  from  his  army,  to  garrifon  the  forts  in  the 
highlands. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  German 
battalion  with  fuch  articles  of  clothing  as  they  may  ftand  in  need 
of;  the  fame  to  be  charged  to  their  account,  and  deducted  out  of 
the  pay  of  the  men  : 

That  three  tons  of  the  fifteen  tons  of  powder,  lately  ordered  to 
the  northern  army,  and  now  on  its  way  thither,  be  left  at  New- 
Windfor,  in  the  ftate  of  New-York,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to 
fort  Montgomery  ;  and  that  five  tons  be  immediately  fent  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia : 

That  two  companies  of  the  marines  lately  raifed,  Sc  now  in  Phila- 
delphia, be  alfo  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  Fort  Montgomery  : 

That  application  be  made  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  the  ftate  of 
Penniylvania,  to  order  one-half  of  the  artillery-men,  now  in  the 
fervice  of  their  ftate,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Montgomery  as  foon  as 
poffible : 

That  Congrefs  approve  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  convention 
of  New- York,  for  the  defence  of  the  highlands,  and  will  cheerfully 
defray  all  the  neceffary  expenfes  that  may  accrue. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  September  24,    1776. 

A  petition  from  Benjamin  Marfhall  and  brothers,  and  one  from 
John  Hazard,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Startin  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  colonel 
Hazen,  brought  in  a  report,  winch  was  taken  into  confideration; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Hazen  and  lieutenant-colonel  Edward 
Antill  be  continued  in  their  offices,  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  recruit  their  regiment  to  the  number  of  a 
battalion  on  the  continental  eftablilhment : 
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That  the  fettlement  of  colonel  Hazen's  accounts  of  monies  ad- 
vanced by  him,  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  in  Canada,  be 
referred  to  the  commillioners  appointed  to  audit  accounts  in  the 
northern  department: 

That  1095  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Hazen,  in  full  fatisfacticn 
for  his  net  cattle,  fheep,  fwine,  poultry,  hay  and  other  articles,  al- 
leged to  have  been  taken  and  ufed  for  the  benefit  of  the  continental 
army,  near  St.  John's;  which  fum,  together  with  533  dollars  and 
-|d  already  received  by  him  on  that  account,  is  the  amount  of  the 
faid  articles,  as  eftimated  by  commillioners  appointed  bygen.Wooi- 
ter  for  that  purpofe,  purfuant  to  an  order  of  Gongrefs: 

That  the  dam-ages  done  to  the  buildings,  farms,  Sec.  by  our 
troops  or  thofe  of  the  enemy,  ought  not  to  be  paid,  unlefs  general 
provilion  be  made  for  compenfating  all  others,  who,  by  means  of 
the  war,  have,  in  like  manner,  been  damnified  ;  which  may  be  a  fub- 
ject  worthy  to  be  confidered,  after  the  clofe  of  the  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  difcharged  from  enquiring  into 
what  refpects  the  conduct  of  general  Arnold ;  the  Congrefs  having 
directed  general  Washington  to  caufe  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  conduct  of  the  officers,  who  ferved  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  effectually  providing  the  northern  army  with  provi- 
fions  and  medicines,  andfupplying  their  other  neceffary  wants : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufli,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Johnfon  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  council  offafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  a  quantity  of  medicines  5 
to  be  repaid  in  kind  or  in  cafli,  as  they  fhall  choofe. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  farther  report ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftructions  to  the 
commiflioners,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  and 
amended,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  lay  be- 
fore Congrefs  to-morrow  morning,  the  intelligence  they  have  lately 
received  from  abroad. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  September  25,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Lee  ;  one  of  the  24th  of  Auguft  to  the 
prefident,  the  other  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  to  the  board  of 
war,  both  dated  at  Savannah,  being  received,  were  read. 

The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Bates,  for  212  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Guftavus  Rif- 
berg,  affiftant  to  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  282  dollars 
and  ^fths : 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  money  to  Alba- 
ny, with  expenfes,  going  and  returning,  1 17  dollars  and  --g-ths  : 
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To  Samuel  Jolmfon,  for  1047  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  104  dollars  and  f-g-ths  : 

To  John  Kerlin,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to  New- 
Jerfey,  5  5  dollars  and  f^-ths  : 

To  Meffrs.  St.  Luke  la  Corn,  major  Campbell  and  captain  Fra- 
zier,  prifoners  from  Canada,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a- 
week  each,  and  for  their  three  fervants  at  one  dollar  a-week  each, 
from  the  8th  of  July  to  the  23d  of  September,  1776,  inclufive,  1 1 
weeks,  90  dollars  : 

To  Peter  Mather,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  32  dollars  and  |fths  : 

To  Samuel  Pews,  for  fupplying  the  militia  with  269  meals  of 
victuals,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  26  dollars  and  f-gths  : 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  the  hire  of  a  ftage-coach,  agreeable  to  a 
certificate  of  Richard  Peters,  Efq;  to  convey  general  Prefcot  and 
general  M'Donakl,  with  their  guard,  26  dollars  and  f^ths  : 

To  Jacob  Henkles,  for  fupplying  troops  with  provihons,  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfev,  215  dollars  and  f-|ths  : 

To  Robert  Tolbert,  1 8  dollars  and  |§ths,  and  to  Jofeph  M'Kel- 
lup,  45  dollars  and  ■|41-ns'  ^or  entertaining  troops  on  their  march 
to  New-Jerfey,  both  fams  amounting  to  63  dollars  and  -ffths ;  to 
be  paid  to  the  faid  Jofeph  M'Kellup  : 

To  colonel  Allen  M'Donald  of  Kingfborough,  and  his  fon  Alex- 
ander M'Donald,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a-week  for  21 
weeks,  and  for  their  fervants'  allowance,  2 1  weeks,  at  one  dollar  a- 
week,  fettled  to  the  17th  of  September,  105  dollars  : 

To  John  Pluckrofe,  for  going  exprefs  from  Congrefs  to  Charles- 
ton, South-Carolina,  132  dollars  : 

To  the  fteward  of  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital,  for  boarding  Wil- 
liam Whiting,  a  wounded  foldier,  4  weeks,  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
5  dollars  and  f^-ths  : 

To  Jacob  Peterman,  to  be  paid  to  John  Ebert,  for  83  meals  of 
victuals  fupplied  the  troops  of  the  flying-camp,  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  8  dollars  and  ffths  : 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  for  his  pay  and  rations,  from  the  17th 
of  June  to  the  17th  of  September,  1776,  being  3  months,  152 
dollars  and  -ffths : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  confidered 
the  petition  of  captain  James  Rofs  to  Congrefs,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  he  mould  be  credited  with  the  following  fums  charged  to  his 
account  ;  he  not  having  received  the  accounts  in  time,  to  make 
the  Stoppages,  viz. 

For  fundry  articles  fupplied  by  Mr.  Slough,  amounting  to  486 
dollars  and  fgths  : 

For  drums,  &c.  by  Simons  isf  Henry,  17  dollars  and  ffths  : 

For  cafh  to  a  waggoner,  by  committee  of  Lancafter  county,  66 
dollars  and  f^ths  : 

For  part  of  an  account  of  expenfes  of  his  company,  on  their 
march  to  Cambridge,  1 7  dollars  and  £|ths : 
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The  whole  amounting  to  588  dollars  and  -g^-ths : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paffed  to  his  credit. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  40  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer 
in  favour  of  Monf.  P.  Govert,  as  captain-lieutenant  of  artillery  ; 
the  fame  being  two  months'  pay  advanced,  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  one  from  briga- 
dier-general Green,  and  a  return  of  the  army,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  captains,  or  commanding  officers  of  the  com- 
panies of  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  make  up  the  pay-rolls  of  fuch 
companies  as  have  been  regularly  difcharged  from  the  camp,  in 
New-Jerfey,  from  the  time  of  their  being  laft  paid,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  day  to  each  man,  for  every  twenty  miles  between  the 
camp  and  his  refpeftive  place  of  abode  ;  for  which  an  allowance  of 
one  penny  per  mile  is  to  be  made,  without  rations  or  fubfiftence. 
The  fums  due  on  the  faid  rolls  to  be  attefted  by  the  oaths  or  affir- 
mations of  the  refpeftive  captains  or  commanding  officers,  and  cer- 
tified by  one  of  their  field-officers.  And  the  pay-matter  in  Philadel- 
phia is  hereby  directed  to  difcharge  the  faid  rolls,  on  certificates  be- 
ing produced  from  the  commiffary  of  ftores  at  the  flying-camp,  and 
in  this  city,  of  the  re-delivery  of  fuch  of  the  public  ftores  as  have 
been  received  by  the  companies  aforefaid,  or  the  regiments  to  which 
they  refpectively  belong,  or  upon  deducting  the  amount  thereof 
from  the  pay  of  thofe  who  have  not  returned  them  : 

That  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  fuch  of  the  faid 
militia,  as  are  not  yet  returned  from  the  camp,  be  directed,  when 
difcharged,  to  procure  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  camp, 
certificates  of  the  fums  due  in  their  refpecvtive  rolls  ;  and  in  every 
other  refpect,  the  faid  captains  or  commanding  officers,  and  the 
pay-mafters  aforefaid,  are  to  obferve  the  rules  prefcribed  in  the 
foregoing  refolve  for  payment  of  the  faid  militia. 

Resolved,  That  three  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  audit  and  fettle 
the  accounts  of  the  Pennfylvania  militia  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz.  Mr.  P.  Chevalier,  Mr.  J.  Wilcox  and  Mr.  James  Meafe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  provid- 
ing clothing,  and  other  neceflaries,  for  the  army,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affemblies  and 
conventions  of  the  United  States,  to  forward  to  head-quarters,  the 
clothing,  blankets  and  neceflaries,  which  they  may  have  pi'ovided 
in  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of  June 
laft,  drawing  on  the  prelident  for  the  coft  and  conveyance  thereof; 
in  which  it  is  hoped  the  utmoft  diligence  and  expedition  will  be 
ufed,  that  thofe  who  expofe  themfelves  to  danger  in  defending  and 
protecting  their  fellow-citizens,  may  fuffer  as  little  as  poffible  from 
inclement  feafons  : 

That  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  confiding  of  one  delegate  from 
each  ftate,  be  appointed,  with  authority  to  employ  proper  .perfons 
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to  purchafe,  in  their  refpective  Hates,  a  fufRcient  number  of  blan- 
kets and  woollens  fit  for  foldiers'  clothes,  and  that  they  take  the 
moft  effectual  and  fpeedy  methods  for  getting  fuch  woollens  made 
up,  and  diftributed  among  the  regular  continental  army,  in  fuch 
proportion  as  will  beft  promote  the  public  fervice  :  And  that  they 
alfo  purchafe  all  other  neceflary  clothing  for  the  foldiers,  in  fuch 
proportion,  as  they  judge,  upon  the  beft  information,  will  be  wan- 
ted ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  pre- 
fident  of  Congrefs,  for  the  funis  neceflary  to  execute  this  bufinefs  ; 
they  to  be  accountable  for  the  amount  of  their  draughts  and  dif- 
burfements  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  immediately  to  fend  to  general 
Gates,  all  the  white  fliirts,  fhoes  and  (lockings,  he  now  has  in  his 
poffeffion,  and  which  are  unappropriated,  for  the  ufe  of  the  nor- 
thern army  ;  and  that  he  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence  in  buying,  col- 
lecting and  getting  made,  immediately,  as  many  more  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles as  poffible,  making  weekly  reports  to  Congrefs  of  what  he 
obtains : 

That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany, 
be  defired  to  employ  proper  perfons,  immediately,  to  make  up  into 
foldiers'  clothes,  the  woollens  mentioned  in  general  Schuyler's  let- 
ter cf  the  29th  of  Auguft  laft,  and  tranfmit  the  fame,  without  delay, 
to  the  general  commanding  the  northern  army,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch 
of  the  troops  in  that  army,  as  have  enlifted  for  three  years,  or  will 
enlift  during  the  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflaries  and  quarter-mafter-general,  and 
deputy  quarter-mafters-general  and  their  affiftants,  in  the  feveral 
departments,  be  directed  to  apply  to  Mr.  Meafe  for  fuch  articles  of 
clothing,  camp-equipage,  and  other  utenfils,  which  they  may  want 
to  purchafe  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee, 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen,  viz. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Bogerand  lieutenant  Ball  be  releafed 
from  prifon,  on  figning  the  like  parole,  as  the  other  officers,  prifon- 
ers  at  York-Town,  in  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  entrufted  the  care  of 
publifhing  the  journals  of  this  houfe,  be  empowered  to  collect  from 
the  feveral  printers,  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  journals  as  they  have 
printed,  and  lodge  them  with  Robert  Aitken,  for  fale ;  the  feveral 
printers  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fales,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  commit- 
tee fhall  find  juft  and  equitable  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  make 
a  publication  of  the  journals  as  far  as  printed,  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  provid- 
ing the  northern  army  with  provifions,  medicines  and  other  necef- 
faries,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ; 
whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  immediately  fentto  Ticonderoga ; 
that  they  give  orders  that  a  number  of  fheep,  and  a  quantity  of  In- 
dian meal,  rice  and  oatmeal,  and  molaffes,  be  immediately  fent  to 
Lake  George  and  Ticonderoga  ;  that  they  endeavour  to  contract 
for  the  provifions  for  the  northern  army,  by  the  ration,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  to  be  valued,  and  any  part  not  fupplied,  to  be  paid 
for  in  money  by  the  contractor  ;  and  that  fuch  contract  be  made, 
as  far  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  mode  recommended  by  general 
Schuyler  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs  of  the  25th  of  Auguft  :  That  the 
committee  confult  with  the  commanding  officer,  in  the  northern 
department,  and  fuch  other  of  the  general  officers  as  may  be 
thought  proper,  on  the  bed  mode  to  re-enlift  the  army  there,  and  to 
provide  barracks  and  clothing  for  the  troops,  and  efpecially  that 
they  engage  the  goods  mentioned  by  general  Schuyler,  and  apply 
fuch  of  them  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  northern  army : 

That  the  committee  be  empowered  to  make  regulations  for  the 
hofpitals  in  the  northern  department,  and  to  remove,  or  fufpend, 
any  perfon  employed  therein,  and  to  employ  fuch  as  they  may  think 
neceffary  and  proper  :  And  that  they  report  to  Congrefs  the  ftate 
and  condition  of  the  army,  and  any  further  regulations  which  they 
may  think  neceffary,  for  the  better  government,  and  fupplying  the 
faid  army  : 

That  the  committee  confift  of  two,  and  that  to-morrow  be  affign- 
for  electing  the  faid  committee. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  as  many 
tents,  camp-kettles,  canteens,  and  other  camp-furniture,  and  as 
much  clothing  as  he  can  poffibly  procure  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington  : 

That  captain  James  Rofs  be  appointed  major  in  colonel  Hand's 
regiment,  and  that  the  other  vacancies  in  that  battalion  be  filled 
up,  as  recommended  by  the  colonel,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

John  Halliday  to  be  captain,  in  the  room  of  James  Rofs,  promoted; 

William  Wilfon  to  be  firft-lieutenant  ;  John  Dougherty  to  be 
fecond-lieutenant,  and  Benjamin  Lyon  to  be  third-lieutenant,  John 
Dick  to  be  fecond-lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Zanch,  refigned; 
and  Robert  Cunningham  to  be  third-lieutenant,   vice  John  Dick : 

That  the  vacancies  in  colonel  Ward's  regiment  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  be  filled  up  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  colonel,  viz. 

Captain  James  Mellen,  to  be  major  ;  commiffion  to  be  dated 
from  the  time  of  doing  duty,  viz.  Auguft  15,   1776. 

Captains,  Ephraim  Burr,  —  April    1,     do. 

Ebenezer  Cleveland,       —         July   12,     do. 
Nahum  Ward,         —       September   11,     do. 

lft  lieutenants,  Baxter  Howe,  —  July    12,     do. 

Samuel  Shelden,       —      September   11,     do. 

2d  lieutenants,  Jonathan  Champeney,       —       July    12,     do. 
Samuel  Cloffiin,       —       September   11,     do. 
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Enfigns,  Jonas  Snow,  —  July  20,     do.' 

Caleb  Noble,  —  July  20,     do. 

Jofepb  Freeland,       —      September   11,     do. 

Chaplain,  Ebenezer  Cleveland,       —     January    1,     do. 

Surgeon,  Elihu  Wright,  —  Auguft   12,     do. 

Do.  mate,  Ifrael  Whiting,  —  July    1,      do. 

That  Leonard  Ganfevort,  jun.  be  appointed  pay-mafter  to  colonel 
Van  Schaick's  regiment  ; 

That  Richard  Varick,  late  captain  in  colonel  M'Dougal's  regi- 
ment, which  office  he  religned,  fecretary  to  the  honourable  major- 
general  Schuyler,  be  appointed  deputy  mufter-mafter-general  to  the 
northern  army  :   And, 

That  major  Henry  Brockholft  Livingfton,  aid-de-camp  to  gene- 
ral Schuyler,  be  provided  for  by  Congrefs  in  a  ftation  equal  to  his 
merit,  when  a  proper  vacancy  happens,  he  being  recommended  by 
the  general  as  a  very  deferving  officer  : 

That  the  part  of  general  Schuyler's  letter,  referred  to  the  board 
of  war,  which  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee for  Indian  affairs  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  procure  fuch  quanti- 
ties of  fait,  and  to  buy,  cure  and  lay  up,  in  proper  places,  fuch 
quantities  of  provifions,  as  he  fhall  judge  neceflary  for  the  next 
campaign  : 

That  the  commiffary  general's  letter,  relative  to  his  having  drawn 
an  order  en  Mr.  prefident  Hancock,  in  favour  of  colonel  Lowry, 
for  60,000  dollars,  be  referred  to  the  treafury  board  : 

That  Monfieur  Devourouy's  petition  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee  : 

That  the  letters  from  his  excellency  governor  Livingfton,  of 
New-Jerfey,  refpe&ing  the  payment  of  the  militia,  be  referred  to 
the  treafury-board  ; 

That  fo  much  of  general  Arnold's  letter  to  general  Schuyler,  as 
relates  to  clothing,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing  clo- 
thing for  the  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  captains  and 
fubalterns  in  the  German  battalion,  reported  the  fame  as  follows, 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

Captains,  Daniel  Burkhart,  Philip  Graybill,  George  Hubley, 
Henry  Fifter,  Jacob  Bonner,  George  Kaports,  Benjamin  Weifer, 
William  Keyfer,  and  David  Woelpper. 

Firft-lieutenants,  Frederick  Rolwagen,  John  Lora,  Peter  Boyer, 
Charles  Bulfel,  William  Rice,  Jacob  Kotz,  Jacob  Bower,  Samuel 
Gerock,  and  Bernard  Hubley. 

Second-lieutenants,  George  Hawbacker,  Chriftian  Meyers,  John 
Landenberger,  Michael  Bayer,  George  Schaffer,  Adam  Smith, 
Frederick  Yeifer,  William  Ritter,  and  Philip  Schrawder. 

Enfigns,  John  Weidman,  Martin  Shugart,  Chriftian  Helm, 
Jacob  Crummet,  Jacob  Cramer,  Paul  Chriftman,  Chriftopher  God- 
frey Swartz,  and  John  Landenberger,, 
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The  committee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  appeal 
againft  the  fentence  of  condemnation  patted  upon  the  fchooner 
Thiftle,  having  reverfed  the  decree, 

Resolved,  That  a  paffport  and  fafe  conduA  be  granted  to  Charles 
Roberts,  mailer  of  the  fchooner  Thiftle,  for  himfelf  and  the  faid 
fchooner,  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  days. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

«v®«>- 

Thursday,  September  26,    1776. 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  go  to  Ti- 
conderoga  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Clymer  were  elected. 
Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  lieutenant  Pen- 
dleton, 8  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company. 
The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Jacob  Shizens%for  half-ferriages  of  the  militia  and  their  bag- 
gage over  Nefhaminy  ferry,  17  dollars  and  ~£ths: 

To  James  M'Cree,  for  boarding  nine  m&n  of  captain  Grier's 
company  18  day,  at  the  rate  of  1  dollar  and  Id  per  week,  30  dol- 
lars and  |-g-ths  . 

To  John  Teney,  for  fupplying  the  militia  with  201  meals  victuals 
on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  20  dollars  and  -^ths  ;  and,  to  Philip 
Upright,  for  fupplying  them  with  996  meals,  99  dollars  and  -f^ths, 
both  fums  making  1 1 9  dols.  &  |£ ths,  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel : 
To  John  White  Swift,  for  two  receipts  of  brigadier-general  D. 
Woofter,  one  dated  17th  January,  for  240  dollars,  and  the  other 
8th  March,  for  25  half  Johannes,  with  interefl  allowed  thereon,  be- 
ing 6  months,  18  days,  at  6  per  cent,  amounts  to  206  dollars  and 
■f^ths,  both  fums  making  446  dollars  and  f^ths: 

To  John  Shultz,  for  boarding  and  lodging  fundry  continental 
troops,  201  dollars  and|£ths;  and,  for  boarding  andnurfing  fundry 
fick  troops,  29  dollars  and  |-°-ths,  both  fums  making  2S1  dollars 
and  ^iths: 

To  capt.  Philip  Graybill,  of  the  German  battalion,  the  balance 
of  his  account  for  arms,  accoutrements,  Sec.  for  the  ufe  of  his  com- 
pany, and  for  provifions  fupplied  them  on  their  march  from  Mary- 
land to  Philadelphia,  1168  dollars  and  f^ths,  agreeable  to  the  fol- 
lowing account,  viz. 

Amount  of  provifions'  account,  732  dollars  and  -|iths: 
Of  which  he  received,  of  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  266 
dollars  and  -f^-ths : 

Of  colonel  Strieker,  327  dollars: 

Of  major  Veltner,  100  dollars:  69  3  dollars  and  |-£ths: 

Balance  on  this  account,  38  dollars  and  |-^ths  : 

Amount  of  arms,  accoutrements, blankets, &c.  1 129  dols.  8&|^ths; 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  1168  dollars  and-^ths: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  pub- 


368  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

lication  of  the  journals,  be  empowered  and  inftructed  to  employ- 
Robert  Aitken,  to  reprint  the  faid  journals  from  the  beginning, 
with  all  poffible  expedition,  and  continue  to  print  the  fame :  And 
that  this  houfe  will  purchafe  of  him  500  copies  of  the  faid  journals, 
when  reprinted;  and  further,  that  he  be  directed  to  purchafe,  on 
reafonable  terms,  fuch  parts  of  the  journals  as  Mr.  Bradford,  Cift  If 
Co.  have  printed,  and  not  yet  publifhed,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  procure,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  an  exchange  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  taken  on 
Long-Ifland,  for  the  fame  number  of  Britiih  officers  and  privates^ 
now  prifoners  to  the  United  States. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September  27,  1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  24th  and  25th,  from  general  Wafhington, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed;  one,  of  the  20th,  from  the  convention 
of  New- York;  one,  of  the  22d,  from  Jof.  Trumbull;  one,  of  the 
25th,  from  colonel  John  Shee,  enclofing  his  commiffion;  and  one, 
of  the  25th,  from  Jon.  B.  Smith,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  office 
of  deputy  mufter-mafter-general,were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
New-York,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  colonel  J.  Shee  and  Jonathan 
B.  Smith  be  accepted. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  New- York,  pafTed  the 
20th  of  this  month,  being  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

Resolved,  That  George  M'Cabe,  in  captain  Douglas's  company 
in  the  flying-camp,  be  fent  to  Philadelphia,  his  fervice  being  necef- 
fary  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war, 
the  care  and  cuftody  of  all  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike 
{lores,  now  under  their  care,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  imported  or 
purchafed  by  them  for  account  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  empowered  to  purfue 
fuch  meafures,  as  they  judge  proper  and  effectual,  to  import  as 
much  fait  as  poffible. 

A  petition  from  Wm.  M'Cue  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

A  petition  from  Hamilton  Young,  of  New- York,  was  read,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  have  l;ave  to  return  to  Long-Ifland,  to  take  care 
of  his  books  and  effects: 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  be  granted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  men,  belonging  to 
three  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  have  deferted  from  the  army, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to  compel  fuch  of  their 
troops,  as  have  come  off  from  the  camp  on  New-York  iiland,  to  re- 
turn immediately  to  that  place;  that  they  enquire  who  were  the 
ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  and  have  them  fent  back,  under  guard,  for 
trial;  and  that  the  convention,  if  they  think  neceflary,  have  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  German  battalion,  to  enable  them  to  carry  this  re- 
folve  into  execution ;  and  the  convention  are  delired  to  ufe  all  pro- 
per means  to  furnilh  their  troops  with  clothing  and  blankets.  The 
faid  convention  are  further  delired,  to  caufe  all  deferters  from  their 
troops  to  be  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent  back  to  general 
Wafhington's  head-quarters. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Francis  Guillot 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Guillot  be  permitted  to  fit  out  and  arm 
a  privateer,  under  the  colours  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  that  he  be  permitted  to  equip  and  arm  the  faid  veflel  in  fuch 
place  as  he  thinks  he  can  do  it  at  the  fmalleft  expenfe  ;  he  giving 
the  ufual  fecurities  in  fuch  cafes  directed  by  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  September  28,    1776. 

A  memorial  from  Gunning  Bedford,  mufter-mafter-general,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  M'Cue  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  As  Congrefs  have  empowered  the  feveral  Rates  to  pro- 
vide for  fuch  foldiers  as  may  be  difabled  in  the  fervice  of  the  conti- 
nent, that  the  petition  of  William  M'Cue  be  referred  to  the  com- 
monwealth of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  (late  of  Penn- 
fylvania, which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meafe  fupply  captain  Doyle  with  money 
fufficient  to  purchafe  rifles  and  blankets  for  his  company. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

A.djourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

\f  *£*  " 

Movdat,  September  30,    1776. 
Two  letters,  of  the   27th  and  28th,  from  general  Wafhington. 
and  one,  of  the  22d,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  read  : 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  Robert  Franklin  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  J.  Rowe  and  others,  owners  of  goods  on  board 
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the  fliip  Elizabeth,  which  was  taken  by  captains  John  Manly., 
Daniel  Waters  and  John  Ayres,  commanders  of  the  three  armed 
veffels  Hancock,  Lee  and  Lynch,  and  libelled  in  the  court-mari- 
time for  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire,  and,  by  the  fentence  of  the 
faid  court,  acquitted  ;  againlt  which  fentence,  an  appeal  has  been, 
entered,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  praying-  that  the  faid 
appeal  may  be  heard  and  determined  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  full  pow- 
ers, to  hear  and  determine  on  the  faid  appeal  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith. 

A  letter  from  B.  Flower,  commifTary  of  military  ftores,  directed 
to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed,  on 
requifition  of  the  general,  or  commanding  officers  in  the  feveral 
departments,  to  fend  fuch  articles  of  military  (lores  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries,  which  they  may  have  in  their  poffeffion,  or  can  procure. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  three 
Virginia  battalions,  now  on  their  march  to  New-York,  to  be  lodg- 
ed in  the  barracks  at  Wilmington  ;  there  to  remain  till  farther 
orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  13,333  dollars  and  -Id  be  advanced 
to  MefTrs.  Hughes,  in  part  payment  for  the  cannon  they  have  con- 
tracted to  make  for  the  continent  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  of  treafury  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkinfon. 

A  petition  from  Monf.  De  Boy,  and  one  from  Monf.  Ja.  Val- 
lier,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Sheafe,  and  a  petition  from  colonel  M. 
Hazen,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  colonel  Hazen  be  referred  to 
the  Canada  committee. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Waihington  of  the  24th  and  25th  inftant,  and  the  papers  enclofed 
therein,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  call  upon 
fuch  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  as  fat  upon  the  trial,  and 
concurred  in  the  acquittal  of  enfign  Macumber,  to  aflign  their  rea- 
fons  for  their  firft  judgment  ;  that  thofe  reafons,  together  with  the 
names  of  fuch  of  the  faid  members,  who  were  for  the  acquittal,  be 
returned  to  Congrefs  : 

That  Mr.  M'Donald,  having  a  commiffion  of  brigadier-general 
from  governor  Martin,  be  not  exchanged  for  any  officer  under  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general  in  the  fervice  either  of  the  United  States 
or  of  any  one  of  them  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  United  States, 
to  appoint  gentlemen  in  their  refpective  ftates,  fkilful  in  phyfic  and 
furgery,   to  examine  thofe  who  offer  to  ferve  as  furgeons  or  fur- 
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geon's-mates  in  the  army  or  navy  ;  and  that  no  furgeon  or  mate  (hall 
hereafter  receive  a  commiffion,  or  warrant  to  act  as  fucli,  in  the 
army  or  navy,  who  lhall  not  produce  a  certificate  from  lbme  or  one 
of  the  examiners  fo  to  be  appointed,  to  prove  that  he  is  qualified  to 
execute  the  office  : 

That  all  regimental  fiirgeons  and  mates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
hofpital,  be  fubjecl:  to  the  direction  and  controul  of  the  directors  in 
the  feveral  departments  : 

That  no  foldier  be  discharged  from  the  fervice  as  difabled,  un- 
lefs  the  certificate  of  difability  be  counterfigned  by  the  director, 
affiftant-phyfician,  or  firft-furgeon  of  the  hofpital,  nor  be  excufed 
from  duty  for  ficknefs,  unlefs  the  certificate  of  ficknefs  be  counter- 
figned by  one  of  thofe  perfons,  where  accefs  may  be   had  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  October  1,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr. 
James  Meafe,  for  the  payment  of  the  militia,  and  to  pay  for  the 
articles  he  is  ordered  to  purchafe  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  a  full  reprefentation  in  Congrefs  of  the  feveral  United 
States,  is  highly  neceffary  on  bufinefs  of  much  importance  to  Ame- 
ric  ;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  letters  to  the 
conventions  and  affemblies  of  the  refpective  ftates,  requefting  that 
meafures  be  taken,  to  cauie,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  a  full  reprefenta- 
tion of  the  faid  ftates  in  Congrefs. 

Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  having  refigned  his  office  of  quarter-maf- 
ter-general  of  the  continental  army, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Mifflin  be  authorized  and  re- 
quefted  to  refume  the  faid  office,  and  that  his  rank  and  pay,  as 
brigadier,  be  ftill  continued  to  him  : 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  brigadier- 
general  Mifflin  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare,  and 
bring  in  a  plan,  of  a  military  academy  at  the  army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  October  2,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  September,  from  gen.  Waflungton,  with 
two  papers  enclofed  ;  one,  of  the  27th  of  September,  from  S.  Moy- 
lan  ;  one,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Gates  ;  one,  of  the  23d,  from  col. 
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Wayne  ;  one,  from  brigadier-gen.  Mercer,  and  a  petition  from 
Bartholomew  -V  anHeef,were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  William  Shephard  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
colonel  of  the  regiment,  whereof  he  is  now  lieutenant-colonel. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  Alexander  Henderfon  and  Mat- 
thew Irwin,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fell  to  the  peti- 
tioners, 1600  lb.  of  powder,  and  800  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  uie  of 
their  privateers,  general  Lee  and  colonel  Parry. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  brigadier-general  Mif- 
flin, reported,  that,  upon  the  conference,  they  find  the  following 
fupplies  will  be  neceffary  for  the  ufe  and  comfort  of  the  army, 
which  ought  to  be  procured  as  foon  as  may  be,  viz.  200  waggons, 
with  four  horfes  each, — 50  ox-teams,  with  2  oxen  each,  for  fun- 
dry  ufes, — 50  drays,  with  one  horfe  each,  for  various  fmall  fervi- 
ces, — 100  ftrong  horfes  for  the  artillery, — 50  horfes  for  exprelfes 
and  commiffary  ufes, — 25,000  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, — 15,000 
bufhels  of  oats, — 10,000  bufhels  of  rye-meal, — 10,000  bufhels  of 
fpelts, — 1800  tons  of  hay, — 50  cutting-boxes, — 2000  axes, — 2000 
wheel  and  hand-barrows, — 8000  cords  of  wood, — a  fet  of  carpen- 
ters' tools  for  each  regiment, — a  waggon-mafter,  and  one  deputy, — 
20  conductors  of  waggons  on  captains'  pay,  allowing  10  waggons 
for  each  conductor, — 5  conductors  for  artillery, — 100  calks  of  nails 
and  fpikes, — 10,000  knapfacks, — 10,000  camp-kettles, — two  mil- 
lion feet  of  boards,  planks  andjoifts,  for  barracks,  platforms,  Sec. 

That  a  company  of  50  blackfmiths  fhould  be  immediately  fent  to 
camp,  12  harnefs  and  collar-makers,  and  25  wheelwrights. 

Resolved,  That  for  thefe  various  and  neceffary  fupplies,  300,000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  the  quarter-mafter-general  : 

That  one-eighth  part  of  a  dollar,  over  and  above  their  foldiers* 
pay,  be  allowed  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  neceffarily  draughted  for 
quarter-mailers'  ufes  : 

That  as  5000  tents  will  be  neceffary  for  the  fpring-campaign, 
they  be  provided  in  due  time  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  to  make  legal  pro- 
vifion  to  compel  the  furnifhing  of  neceffary  fupplies  and  affiftance  to 
the  quarter-mafter-general  of  the  continental  army,  on  reafonable 
terms,  for  the  public  ufe. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
a  plan  for  providing  carriages  for  the  public  fervice,  fo  as  any  de- 
mands may  be  fpeedily  complied  with,  and  all  oppremon  of  private 
perfons  effectually  prevented  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Huntington. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Fifhbourne  be  appointed  pay-mafterto 
the  fecond  Pennfylvania  battalion,  commanded  by  colonel  Wood. 

A  memorial  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  who 
are  directed  to  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poflible. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
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To  George  Meafam,  on  account  of  funclry  articles  fupplied  the 
army  in  Canada,  9  dollars  and  -f^ths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  refolutions  pafTed  by  the  conven- 
tion of  New-York,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Schuyler,  and  in- 
form him,  thatCongrefs  cannot  confent,  during  the  prefent  Situation 
of  their  affairs,  to  accept  of  his  refignation,  but  requeft,  that  he 
continue  the  command  which  he  now  holds;  that  he  be  affured, 
that  the  afperfions,  which  his  enemies  have  thrown  out  againft  his 
character,  have  had  no  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  members  of 
this  houfe,  who  are  fully  fatisfied  of  his  attachments  to  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  and  are  willing  to  bear  their  teftimony  of  the  many  Cer- 
vices which  he  has  rendered  to  his  country  ;  and  that,  in  order  effec- 
tually to  put  calumny  to  filence,  they  will,  at  an  early  day,  appoint 
a  committee  of  their  own  body,  to  enquire  fully  into  his  conduct, 
which,  they  truft,  will  eftablifh  his  reputation  in  the  opinion  of  all 
good  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  limits  prefcribed  in  the  parole  of  John  Fox- 
croft  and  Francis  Dafhwood,  Efquires,  be  extended  as  far  as  the 
bounds  of  Pennfylvania,  within  which  they  are  to  confine  them- 
felves,  till  farther  orders. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TifURSDAr,  October  3,    1776. 

On  application  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina, 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Holt,  a  prifoner  in  the  gaol  of  Philadel- 
phia, be  difcharged  from  his  imprifonment,  that  he  may  return  to  his 
family;  he  taking  the  oath  prefcribed  by  the  faid  council  of  fafety. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe,  imme- 
diately, one  hundred  hogfheads  of  rum,  and  forward  the  fame  to 
the  commiffary-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Mercer,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  yefterday,  wherein  he  recommends  col.  Humpton 
to  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  the  new  army,  and  capt.  Dawfon 
to  a  majority,  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania: 

That  captain  Perfifer  Frazer  be  commiffioned  as  major  of  colonel 
Wayne's  battalion  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops,  in  the  room  of  ma- 
jor Houfigger,  promoted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  having  execu- 
ted that  fervice,  and  returned,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Startin  be  permitted  to  return  to  England, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  from  any  of  the  United  States  he  thinks 
proper,  except  New- York. 
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The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Martin  Houfman,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  and  ferriages, 
with  generals  Prefcot  isf  M'Donald's  baggage  to  Newark,  43  dols. 

To  George  Campbell,  for  his  own  and  Mr.  Caldwell's  and  Mr. 
Tod's  expenfes,  as  an  efcort  to  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Albany, 
189  dollars  and  f^ths: 

To  John  Sparhawk,  for  quills,  Sec.  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury- 
office,  27  dollars  and  -f^ths: 

To  Ludwick  Kercher,  a  balance  of  3,150  dollars  and  -ffths  ;  the 
whole  of  his  account  amounting  to  8,483  dollars  and|-|ths;  of  which 
he  has  received  5,333  dollars  and-|£ths;  the  balance  is  3,150  dol- 
lars and  -ffths: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  trea- 
fury, on  the  ways  and  means  for  raifing  a  farther  fum  of  money  ; 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  five  millions  of  continental  dollars 
be  immediately  borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
annual  intereft  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum : 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the  lenders  for 
the  payment  of  the  fums  to  be  borrowed,  and  the  intereft  arifing 
thereon,  and  that  certificates  be  given  to  the  lenders  in  the  form 
following,  viz. 

"  The  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

dollars  from  — ■ — ;  which  they  promife  to  pay  to  the  faid  .,  or 

bearer,   on  the  — — —  day  of ,  with  intereft  annually,  at 

the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of 
the  United  States,  paifed  the  third  day  of  October,  1776.  Witnefs 
the  hand  of  the  treaSurer,  this day  of .,  A.  D. 

Counterfigned"  by  the  commiffioners  of  one  of  the  loan-offices 
hereafter  mentioned. 

That,  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders,  a  loan-office  be  eStab- 
lifhed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  a  commiffioner,  to  Superin- 
tend fuch  office,  be-appointed  by  the  faid  States  refpedfively,  which 
are  to  be  refponfible  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty  in  the 
faid  offices : 

That  the  bufmefs  of  the  faid  commiffioners  fhall  be  to  deliver  cer- 
tificates for  all  fuch  fums  of  money,  as  fhall  be  brought  into  their 
respective  offices,  agreeable  to  thefe  refolutions,  which  certificates 

jhall  be  indented  and  the  checks  kept  in  the  faid  office to  keep 

books,  in  which  regular  entries  Shall  be  made  of  the  fums  borrowed, 
and  the  time  when,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  by  whom  the  Said 

Sums  were  lent— to  tranSmit  to  the  continental  treafurer,  once  a- 

month,  an  account  of  the  cafh  in  their  refpective  offices,  and  to  an- 
Swer  all  draughts  of  the  treafurer  to  the  amount  of  the  cafh,  which 
they  fhall,  at  any  time,  have  in  their  hands,  as  aforefaid : 

That  the  treafurer  of  the  United  States  fhall  fend  to  the  refpec- 
tive  loan-offices,  fuch  a  number  of  certificates  and  of  fuch  denomi- 
nations as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  : 

That  no  certificate  be  i Slued  for  a  lefs  fum  than  300  dollars  ; 
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That  the  feveral  funis  of  money  to  be  borrowed,  fhall  be  repaid 
at  the  office  where  the  fame  was  lent,  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  and  that  the  annual  intereft  mall  likewife  be  paid  at  the 
laid  office  : 

That  the  faid  commiflioners  of  the  refpedtive  loan-offices  be  en- 
titled to  receive  of  the  United  States,  one-eighth  per  cent,  on  all 
monies,  which  fhall  be  brought  into  their  refpe&ive  loan-offices,  in 
lieu  of  all  claims  and  demands,  that  they  may  have  for  tranfadting 
the  buiinefs  of  the  faid  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  take  fuch 
meafures,  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary,  for  purchafing,  arming  and 
equipping,  a  frigate  and  two  cutters,  in  Europe,  and  to  give  pro- 
per orders  for  the  faid  frigate  making  a  cruize  in  the  Britifh  chan- 
nel againft  our  enemies,  and  for  the  faid  cutters  to  be  employed  in 
tranfporting  to  thefe  ftates,  fuch  articles,  as  the  faid  committee 
have  been  ordered  to  import. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

«■»,£>«». 

Fridat,  October  4,   1776. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brig  Andrew  Doria 
was  prefented,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  continental  agents  in  Philadelphia,  be  direc- 
ted, with  all  difpatch,  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  Andrew  Doria,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  marine  committee 
for  their  approbation  ;  and  that  the  faid  agents  be  dire  died  to  pay 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Andrew  Doria,  one-half  of  what 
may  be  eflimated  to  be  due  to  them : 

That  the  faid  agents  be  farther  directed  to  make  an  eftimate  of 
the  ftores  and  prizes  taken  by  the  fleet,  commanded  by  commodore 
Hopkins,  and  brought  from  Providence,  and  lay  the  fame  before 
the  marine  committee  for  approbation,  as  aforefaid,  and  pay  to  the 
officers  and  men  entitled  thereto,  one-half  of  what  may  be  eflima- 
ted to  be  due  to  them. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d  and  3d,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  two, 
of  the  25th  and  26th  September,  from  general  Schuyler,  being  re- 
ceived, were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  committee 
fen't  to  head-quarters  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther  confideration 
thereof  was  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sj-ruRDAr,  October  5,  1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  Sept.  from  James  Bowdoin,  with  a  copy 
of  refolutions  pafled  by  the  general  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ; 
one,  of  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-Hampfhire  ;  and,  one,  of  the  3d  inflantfrom  governor  Living- 
fton,  were  read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and  general 
Schuyler,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  which  were  read  yefterday,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bowdoin  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee  : 

That  the  letter  from  gov.  Livingfton  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  cafe  of  the  prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Rofs,  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Sheafe  be  referred  to  the 
commiffioners  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  upon  the  appeal 
againfc  the  fentence  on  the  libel  againft  the  fhip  Elizabeth  : 

That  R.  Peters,  Efq;  be  empowered  to  profecute  the  faid  appeal. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fell  to  Jofeph 
Golden,  10  lb.  of  powder. 

Resolved,  That  five  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  the  officers,  and 
three  months'  pay  to  the  men  who  were  taken  prifoners  in  Canada, 
and  fent  to  thefe  United  States  by  general  Carlton. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  which  was 
brought  in  the  14th  of  September,  be  taken  into  conhderation  on 
Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war,  at  that  time,  lay  before  Con- 
grefs,  the  papers  relative  to  the  difpute  between  the  court-martial, 
and  brigadier-general  Arnold. 

Resolved,  That  the  continental  agents  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  com miffary -general,  for  the  life  of  the  army,  all  the  fait  in 
their  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  October  7,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of 
Lancafter,  for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  expenfes  of  enclofing 
the  barracks  in  that  borough  with  a  flockade,  and  fupporting  a 
guard  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  mufter-m after- 
general  for  the  flying-camp,  in  the  room  of  Jonathan  B.  Smith  ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Davies  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th  of  September,  from  brigadier-general  Moore, 
and  one  from  John  Hanfon,  dated  St.  Croix,  14th  Auguft,  being 
received,  were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  the  United  States,  refpectively,  to  annex  fuch  penalties,  by 
law,  to  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  certificates  or  notes  of  the 
continental  loan-office,  as  are  or  fhall  be  annexed  to  the  crime  of 
counterfeiting  the  continental  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  for  borrowing  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, together  with  the  above  refolve,  be  publifhed,  and  copies  there  =» 
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of  fent  to  each  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  refpeclive  ftates 
be  defired  to  fend  to  the  committee  of  the  continental  treafiuy, 
the  names  of  the  commiflioners  by  them  appointed  in  confequence 
of  the  laid  refolutions. 

A  petition  from  James  Browne,  a  prifoner,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs,  and  read,  praying  for  leave  to  return  to  Ireland,  the  place  of 
his  nativity  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

General  Lee  having  informed  Congrefs  of  his  arrival  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  that  he  waited  their  orders  : 

Ordered,  That  general  Lee  attend  in  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  commifTary  of  priloners  of  war  be  appointed  ia 
each  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  faid  commiffaries  be  directed  to  make  monthly  returns 
of  the  Mate  and  condition  of  the  priloners,  under  their  refpeclive 
care,  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  faid  commiffaries  be  appointed  by  the  refpeftive  ftates. 

Agreeable  to  order,  gen.  Lee  attended;  and,  having  given  an  ac- 
count of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department,  he  withdrew. 

The  fecret  committee  informed  Congrefs  that  they  have  charter- 
ed and  loaded  in  Virginia,  the  Aurora,  late  the  prize-lhip  called  the 
Oxford,  for  account  of  the  continent  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  Virginia,  and  requeftthem  to  give  all  the  affiftance  in  their  pow- 
er, in  manning  and  difpatching  the  faid  fhip. 

Resolved,  That  Matthias  Hite,  a  firft-lieutenant  of  the  eighth 
Virginia  battalion,  have  a  continental  commiffion,  in  lieu  of  that 
which  he  received  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  that  ftate  ;  and 
that  his  commiffion  bear  date  the  19th  of  February  laft. 

Resolved,  That  general  Lee  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  camp  at 
Haerlem,  with  leave,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  vifit  the  pofts  in  New- 
Jerfey. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  applica- 
tion from  the  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  general  Lee, 
reported, 

That  this  Congrefs,  having  a  juft  opinion  of  the  abilities  of  ge- 
neral Lee,  applied  to  him  to  accept  a  command  in  their  fervice, 
which  he  readily  agreed  to,  provided  the  Congrefs  would  indem- 
nify him  againft  any  lofs,  which  he  might  fuftain  in  confequence 
thereof,  he  having,  at  that  time,  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  due  to 
him  by  perfons  in  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  which  he  was  re- 
folved  to  draw  from  thence  as  foon  as  poffible.  That  the  Congrefs 
unanimoufly  concurred  in  his  propofal  :  That  he  accordinglv  enter- 
ed into  their  fervice  ;  that  he  has  fince  drawn  bills  upon  his  agent 
in  England,  which  bills  have  been  returned  protefted.  That  gene- 
ral Lee,  having  purchafed  an  eftate  in  Virginia,  the  purchafe-mo- 
ney  for  which  has  been  long  due,  is  likelv  to  fuftain,  by  means  of 
the  protefted  bills,  many  injuries,  unlefs  this  houfe  prevent  the  fame 
by  an  advance  of  thirty  thoufand  dollars,"  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  gene- 
ral Lee,  upon  his  giving  bond  to  the  treafurer  to  account  for  the 
fame,  and  taking  fuch  fteps,  in  conjunction  with  Robert  Morris,. 
Efq;  on  behalf  of  the  Congrefs,  as  will  fecure  the  moft  effectual 
transfer  of  his  eftate  in  England,  to  reimburfe  the  Congrefs  for  the 
advance  now  made  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  re- 
port, prepare  a  fuitable  bond. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  4th  inftant  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monfieur  Pierre  Francois  de  Bois  be  commifi- 
oned  as  a  major  by  brevet,  and  fent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fuch  way  as  he  fhall  think  proper  : 

That  Mr.  Bartholomew  Van  Heer's  account  be  referred  to  the 
board  of treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  farther  encouragement  for  gentlemen  of  abi- 
lities, to  engage  as  commiflion-officers  in  the  battalions  to  be  furnifh- 
ed  by  the  feveral  Hates,  to  ferve  during  the  war,  their  monthly 
pay  be  encreafed  as  follows  : 

A  colonel,  75  ;  lieut- colonel,  60  ;  a  major,  50 ;  captain,  40  ;  lieu- 
tenant, 27  ;  enfign,  20;  quarter-mafter,  27-|;  adjutant,  40  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tvesdat,  October  8,  1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  4th  and  5th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed ;  one,  of  the  4th,  from  the  convention  of  New- 
York  ;  one,  of  the  27th  of  September,  from  the  council  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay ;  one,  of  the  2d  inftant,  from  John  Livingfton ;  and  one 
from  John  Heyleger,  dated  St.  Croix,  4th  September,  were  read  i 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  John  Heyleger  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  ;  that  the  letter  from  John  Livingfton  be  referred  to 
the  fecret  committee,  who  are  directed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Livingfton's 
mill,  the  10  tons  of  falt-petre,  fent  laft  winter  to  MafTachufetts-Bay. 

Three  petitions  from  fundry  prifoners  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Rufli. 

Whereas  it  is  neceffary  that  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  mea- 
fures  be  taken  for  raifing  the  new  army, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conventions. 
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and  councils  of  fafety  of  the  feveral  dates,  -which  have  any  regi~ 
merits  now  in  the  continental  fervice,  either  at  New- York,  Ticon- 
deroga,  or  New-jerfey,  that  they  forthwith  appoint  committees  to 
proceed  to  thofe  places,  with  full  powers  to  appoint  all  the  officers 
of  the  regiments  to  be  railed  by  their  ftates  under  the  new  eftab- 
lifliment,  that  fuch  officers  may  proceed  immediately  to  enlift  fuch 
men  as  are  now  in  the  fervice,  and  incline  to  re-enlift  during  the 
war,  and  that  fuch  committees  be  inftrucled  to  advife  with  the  ge- 
neral officers,  and  promote  fuch  officers  as  have  diflinguifhed  them- 
felves  for  their  abilities,  activity  and  vigilance  in  the  fervice,  and 
efpecially  for  their  attention  to  military  difcipline : 

That  the  faid  committees  be  alio  inftrucled  not  to  appoint  any 
officer,  who  has  left,  or  fliall  leave  his  ftation  in  the  army,  and  is 
abfent  without  leave  from  the  general,  or  fome  other  officer  having 
authority  to  grant  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions  be  fent  to  each 
of  the  United  States. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  general's  letters,  and  of  that  which  went  to  the 
camp  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  farther  encouragement  of  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fliall  engage  in  the  fervice 
during  the  war,  a  fuit  of  clothes  be  annually  given  each  of  the 
faid  officers  and  foldiers,  to  confift,  for  the  prefent  year,  of  two 
linen  hunting  ffiirts,  two  pair  of  overalls,  a  leathern  or  woollen 
waiftcoat  with  fleeves,  one  pair  of  breeches,  a  hat  or  leathern  cap, 
two  ffiirts,  two  pair  of  hofe,  and  two  pair  of  fhoes,  amounting,  in 
the  whole,  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  or  that  fum  to  be  paid 
to  each  foldier,  who  fliall  procure  thofe  articles  for  himfelf,  and 
produce  a  certificate  thereof,  from  the  captain  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  to  the  pay-mafter  of  the  regiment. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afiemblies  and  con- 
ventions of  the  refpective  ftates,  from  Virginia  to  New-Hampfhire, 
inclufively,  to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  completing,  by 
the'  10th  of  November,  their  proportions  of  the  levies  to  be  raifed 
during  the  Avar. 

As  the  army  has  greatly  fuffered  through  the  defect  of  fome  of 
its  regimental  officers, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  the  refpective  ftates,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  that 
all  the  officers  to  be  hereafter  appointed,  be  men  of  honour  and 
known  abilities,  without  a  particular  regard  to  their  having  before 
been  in  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  reports  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs,  that  a  vefTel 
was  arrived  with  fundry  articles  by  them  imported  on  account  of 
the  continent, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war, 
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fuch  articles  as  are  fuitable  for  the  army,  and  to  the  marine  ccfm* 
mittee,  fuch  as  are  for  the  navy,  and  to  Mr.  J.  Mcafe,  fuch  as  are 
for  clothing,  to  be  made  up  for  the  foldiers. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  October  9,    1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  3d,  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  letters  heretofore  received  from  general  Wafhington,  general 
Schuyler,  and  the  other  general  officers,  be  lodged  in  the  war-office. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  major  Pierre 
Francois  de  Bois  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Baccarere  and  his  partner,  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  captain  Dirks,  late  from 
Surinam,  to  be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  as  an  engi- 
neer, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  bond  to  be 
given  by  general  Lee,  for  the  30,000  dollars  advanced  to  him, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee who  went  to  the  camp;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  regimental  hofpitals  be,  for  the  future,  al- 
lowed in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  general  hofpital: 

That  John  Morgan,  Efq;  provide  and  fuperintend  a  hofpital  at 
a  proper  diftance  from  the  camp,  for  the  army  ported  on  the  eafr, 
fide  of  Hudfon's  river: 

That  William  Shippen,  jun.  Efq;  provide  and  fuperintend  a  hof- 
pital for  the  army,  in  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey: 

That  each  of  the  hofpitals  be  fupplied  by  the  refpettive  directors, 
with  fuch  a  number  of  furgeons,  apothecaries,  furgeons'  mates,  and 
other  affiftants,  and  alfo  fuch  quantities  of  medicines,  bedding,  and 
other  ncxeffaries,  as  they  lhall  judge  expedient: 

That  they  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs  and  the  commander 
in  chief,  of  the  officers  and  affiftants  of  each  denomination,  and  alfo 
the  numbers  of  fick  and  deceafed  in  their  refpeftive  hofpitals : 

That  the  regimental  furgeons  be  directed  to  fend  to  the  general 
hofpitals,  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  of  their  refpeclive  regiments,  as 
being  confined  by  wounds,  or  other  diforders,  fhal.1  require  nurfes  or 
conftant  attendance,  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  apply  to  the  quar- 
ter-mafter-general,  or  his  deputy,  for  convenient  waggons  for  this 
purpofe ;  alfo,  that  they  apply  to  the  directors  in  their  refpecYive 
departments,  for  medicines  and  other  necefTaries: 

That  the  wages  of  nurfes  be  augmented  to  one  dollar  a-week: 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  be  directed,  once 
a-week,  to  fend  a  commiffioned  officer  to  vifit  the  fick  of  his  refpec- 
tive  regiment  in  the  general  hofpital,  and  report  their  flate  to  him : 
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That  a  'CommiiTary  of  clothing  be  appointed  for  each  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  whole  duty  lhall  be,  to  make  conftant  returns 
to  the  aflemblies  or  conventions  of  the  relpecYive  dates,  of  the  cloth- 
ing wanted  for  their  feveral  regiments,  to  receive  and  pay  for  the 
fame,  to  deliver  it  to  the  pay-mafters  of  the  refpedtive  regiments,  to 
be  by  them  diflributed  to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  deducted  from  their  wages  refpectively,  unlefs  allowed  as  a  bounty 
by  order  of  Gongrefs : 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  empowered  to  appoint  as  many 
■conductors  for  the  commiflary  of  (lores,  and  affiftants  to  the  commif- 
fary  of  clothing,  as  he  lhall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  neceflary, 
and  report  their  names  to  Congrefs: 

That  there  be  adeputy-commiffary  of  ftores  for  the  army  at  New- 
York,  with  the  pay  of  thirfy  dollars  a  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confederation  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fend  300  lb.  of  powder  to  col. 
Mark  Bird,  to  prove  the  cannon  he  has  made  for  the  United  States. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  October  10,  1776. 

A  petition  from  capt.  Daniel  Morgan,  and  one  from  capt.  Smith, 
lieut.  Steel  &  lieut.  Nichols,  late  returned  from  Canada,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  who 
are  directed  to  liquidate  and  fettle  the  accounts  enclofed  in  the  faid 
petitions,  and  to  pay  or  allow  for  fuch  arms  as  were  loft  or  taken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  affault  on  Quebec. 

A  petition  from  Frederick  Seegar  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to 
refign  his  office  of  quarter-mafter  to  the  German  battalion : 

Resolved,   That  leave  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Melchior  Neff,  and  one  from  Paul  Fooks, 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Abraham 
Whipple,  of  the  Ihip  Columbus,  to  the  command  of  the  Providence 
frigate,  at  Rhode-Ifland, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  promoted  accordingly. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  rank  of  the  captains  of  the  navy,  and  agreed  to  a  re- 
port, which  was  read;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  the  captains  be  as  follows : 

1.  James  Nicholfon,  of  the  Virginia,  of       28  guns; 

2.  John  Manly,         —  Hancock,  32 

3.  Hector  M'Neil,         —    Bolton,    '  24 

4.  Dudley  Saltonftall,  Trumbull,  28 

5.  Nicholas  Biddle,       —     Randolph,  32 

6.  Thomas  Thompfon,  Raleigh,  32 

7.  John  Barry,         —  Effingham,  28 

8.  Thomas  Reed,         -*-      Waffiington,      32 
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9.  Thomas  Grennall,  of  the  Congrefs,  of     28  guns. 

10.  Charles  Alexander,     —  Delaware,          24 

11.  Lambert  Wickes,     —  Reprifal,            16 

12.  Abraham  Whipple,    —  Providence,      28 

13.  John  Hopkins,         —  Warren,            32 

14.  John  Hodge,         —  Montgomery,  24 

15.  William  Hallock,       —  Lexington,        16 

16.  Hoyfted  Hacker,     —  Hamden, 

17.  Ifaiah  Robinfon,       —  Andrew  Doria,  1 4 

18.  John  Paul  Jones,  Providence,       12 

19.  James  Jofiah,         — 

20.  Elilha  Hinman,       —  Alfred,               28 

21.  Jofeph  Olney,       —  Cabot,                16 

22.  James  Robinfon,       —  Sachem,             10 

23.  John  Young,         —  Independence,  10 

24.  Elifha  Warner,         —  Fly, 
Lieutenant  Baldwin,  Wafp,                   8 
Lieutenant  Albertfon,  Mufquito,             4 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  fettle 
the  rank  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  navy. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the 
form  of  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  Paine. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  fuch  fteps  as 
are  neceflary,  for  procuring  a  fufficient  number  of  as  large  veffels  as 
the  navigation  of  the  lakes  will  admit  of,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ftates  the  next  campaign,  that  the  command  of  the  lakes  may  be 
effectually  fecured  : 

That  William  Patten  be  appointed  third-lieutenant  in  colonel 
Hand's  regiment,  in  the  place  of  lieutenant  Clark,  refigned  : 

That  the  regimental  pay-mafters  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  have  the  rank  of  firft-lieutenants,  and  receive  rations  as 
captains  : 

That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed  to  negociate  Avith  gen.  Howe, 
an  exchange  of  the  officers  returned  from  Canada,  and  that  thev  have 
a  preference  to  thofe  taken  on  New-York  iiland  and  Long-Illand  : 

That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed,  if  he  fha.Il  judge  it  neceffary, 
to  fink  the  new  fhips  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  inftant. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  conlideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  cafe  of  William  Faulk- 
ner, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  William  Faulkner,  a  prifoner,  confined  at  Read- 
ing, be  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  in  Tryon  county,  upon 
giving  his  parole. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  a  plan  for  providing  carriages, 
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&c.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
■whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafters  in  every  department  be  or- 
dered to  avoid  prefling  horfes  and  carriages,  as  much  as  poflible  ; 
and  when  it  is  neceffary,  that  they  be  directed  to  go  to  the  country 
houfes  for  that  purpofe,  and  difcharge,  as  foon  as  the  fervice  will 
admit,  fuch  horfes  and  carriages  fo  impreffed  ;  and  that  no  vio- 
lence whatever  be  done  to  any  perfons,  their  horfes  or  carriages, 
who  go  to  the  camp  of  their  own  accord,  to  fell  provifions,  or  other 
neceffaries  of  any  kind. 

An  application  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  defiring  that  a  committee  of  Con- 
g-refs  may  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  their  body, 
on  the  expediency  of  having  troops  ftationed  near  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  the  defence  of  Pennfylvania. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  Avar  confer  with  the  committee  of 
the  council  of  fafety,  on  the  fubjecl:  propofed. 

A  petition  from  William  Mackay  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to 
return  home  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  promotions  and  appointments  be 
made  in  the  Virginia  battalions,  viz. 

William  Crawford,  colonel  of  the  7th  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated 
the  14th  of  Auguft  : 

Joliah  Parker,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  5th  ;  commiflion  to  be 
dated  the  1 3th  of  Auguft  : 

Thomas  Elliott,  colonel  of  the  4th  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated 
the  3d  of  September  : 

James  Hendricks,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  6th  ;  commiflion  to 
be  dated  the  13th  of  Auguft  : 

John  Markham,  major  of  the  2d  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated  the 
13th  of  Auguft  : 

John  Seayres,  major  of  the  4th  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated  the  13th 
of  Auguft  : 

George  Johnfton,  major  of  the  5th  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated  the 
1 3th  of  Auguft  : 

Richard  Parker,  jun.  major  of  the  6th  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated 
the  13th  of  Auguft  : 

William  Taliaferro,  major  of  the  3d  ;  commiflion  to  be  dated 
the  13th  of  Auguft  : 

John  Taylor,  captain  in  the  1ft  ;  "^ 

John  Chilton,  captain  in  the  3d  ;     !  Commiflions  to  be  dated  the 

John  Blackwell,  1ft  lieut.  in  do.       f  29th  of  April  : 

Jofeph  Blackwell,  2d  lieut.  in  do.  J 

John  Afhby,  captain  in  the  3d  ;    ~~| 

William  Neilfon,  firft-lieutenant  ;   I  Commiflions  to  be  dated  the 

Ilham  Keith,  2d         do.  \  18th  of  March: 

Nathaniel  Afhby,  enfign  in  do.      J 

Charles  Read,  an  enfign,  in  the  room  of  Robert  Dade. 

Resolved,  That  commiflions  be  made  out  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
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regiments  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  places  of  others  refigning  and  promoted,  and  bear 
dates  the  days  on  which  the  refignations  and  promotions  were  re- 
fpe ftively  made. 

A  memorial  from  George  Meafam  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of 
clothing,  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Perm. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  19th  of  September  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  captivated  by  the 
United  States,  and  not  taken  in  arms,  be  releafed  and  fent  home, 
except  St.  Luke  La  Corne  and  Monf.  Rouville,  the  elder,  upon 
this  condition,  that  they  fign  a  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  againfl 
the  United  States,  nor  give  intelligence  to  the  enemies  of  thefe 
ftates  : 

That  a  regifter  be  kept  of  their  names. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  deliver  gun-powder  for  proving 
cannon  made  for  the  United  States,  upon  application  to  them  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  for  fupplies  to  recruits  to  general  Lee's 
guard,  and  provifions  to  captain  Grier's  company,  and  a  guard  with 
powder  to  Virginia,  20  dollars  and  S^ths  : 

To  William  Faulkner,  a  prifoner,  fent  bv  general  Schuyler  to 
Reading,  for  his  allowance  from  the  9th  of  April  to  the  7th  of 
October,  inclufive,  26  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  52  dollars  : 

To  captain  Hazlewood,  captain  Greenway  and  Mr.  Bedford, 
a  balance  of  267  dollars  and  -g^ths,  their  whole  account  of  charge 
for  preparing  fix  fail  of  fire-ihips  at  New-York,  and  their  expenfes 
going  to,  in  and  coming  from  New-York  to  Philadelphia,  being  392 
dollars  and  ^ths ;  of  which  they  have  received  from  S.  Moylan.  Efq; 
quarter-mafter-general,  125  dollars;  the  remainder  is  267  dollars 
and  |£ths. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  the  com- 
sniffaries  of  clothing  and  deputy-commiffary  of  ftores. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   October  11,    1776. 

Two  letters,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read:   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  releafe  of  Monf.  de  Chambault,  as  propofed 
by  gen.  Wafhington,  on  the  requefl:  of  the  count  D'Emery,  gover- 
nor-general of  the  French  port  of  St.  Domingo,  be  agreed  to  : 

That  the  general's  letters,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 
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Resolved,  That  general  Waflungton  be  defired,  if  it  be  pra&i- 
cable,  by  every  art  and  whatever  expenfe,  to  obftruct  effectually 
the  navigation  of  the  North-river,  between  Fort-Wafliington  and 
Mount-Conflitution,  as  well  to  prevent  the  regrefs  of  the  enemies* 
frigates  lately  gone  up,  as  to  hinder  them  from  receiving  fuccours. 

The  fecret  committee  informed  Congrefs,  that  a  veflel  was  ar- 
rived at  Rhode-Ifland,  with  fundry  articles  imported  by  their  order, 
for  account  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  report  in  what  manner  the 
faid  goods  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  difpofed  of. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  S.  Collins  be  requefted  to  order  the  tents  fit 
for  ufe,  which  belonged  to  William  Barrel,  lately  deceafed,  to  be 
delivered  to  J.  Meafe  for  the  army,  and  that  the  amount  thereof 
be  paid  by  Mr.  Meafe,  on  application  of  Mr.  Collins,  or  other  per- 
fon  properly  authorized  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  deliver  over  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence,  two  of  the  conti- 
nental cruizers  now  ready  for  fea,  to  perform  fuch  voyages  as  they 
fiiall  think  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  Rates  : 

That  the  marine  committee  give  orders  to  the  remainder  of  the 
continental  cruizers,  now  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  ready  for 
fea,  to  proceed  on  fuch  voyages,  or  perform  fuch  immediate  fervices, 
as  the  fecret  committee  (hall  direct,  in  writing  addrelTed  to  the- 
commanders  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  fe- 
cret correfpondence. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and 
Mr.  Hooper. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
captain  Martindale,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  capt.  Sion  Martindale  the  fum  of 
144  dollars  and  i|-ths,  in  full  of  expenfes  and  difburfements  on  the 
brig  Wafhington,  and  other  expenfes  from  Halifax  to  Cafco-Bay. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  Edward  Snikers,  of 
Virginia,  produced  an  account  of  rifles  and  other  articles,  furniih- 
ed  for  the  ufe  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  amounting  to 
£  347  :  4  :  0,  Virginia  currency,  of  which  captain  Abraham  Shep- 
pard  is  to  account  for  £  67  :  15  :  0,  and  the  remainder,  being 
£  279  :  9  :  0,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  battalion  ;  that  the  faid, 
Snikers  give  credit  for  £  64  :  16  :  0,  money  aforefaid,  received 
from  colonel  Stevenfon,  the  balance  due  to  the  faid  Snikers  being 
£  282  :  8  :  0,  equal  to  941  dollars  and  |$ths,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas 
Rutherford  : 

That  William  Brady,  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  drew  an 
order  on  colonel  Valentine  Crawford,  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
late  colonel  Stevenfon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  for  the  fum 
of  150  dollars,  which  order  was  paid  by  the  faid  V.  Crawford, 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  reimburfed  the  fame,  which  is  to  be  char- 
ged to  the  faid  Brady  : 
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That  they  have  had  under  confederation  the  accounts  of  capt.  Da- 
niel Morgan,  amounting,  with  his  own  and  three  lieutenant's  pay, 
the  lofs  of  rifles  when  he  was  taken  at  the  ftorm  of  Quebec,  expen- 
fes  of  recruiting  his  company,  repairing  guns  which  he  is  charged 
with,  and  ought  to  be  allowed,  in  the  whole,  to  1389  dollars  and  f^ths : 

That  the  laid  Morgan  credits  the  feveral  charges  againft  him  in 
the  continental  books,  amounting  to  1614  dollars  and  eight  and  a 
half  ninetieths  ;  by  which  there  appears  to  be  a  balance  due  to  the 
public  of  224  dollars  and  eighteen  and  a  half  ninetieths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid  and  credited,  agreeable 
to  the  faid  report. 

A  petition  from  William  Jenkins  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

Resolved^  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  appoint  a 
deputy-commiffary  of  {lores  for  the  army  near  New- York. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath,  .to  be 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  brought  in  the  fame, 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  marine  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  member  chofeii,  Mr.  Ellery. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

— »@>«MI»i 

Mondat,  October  14,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Lee;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  gen. 
Mercer ;  one,  of  the  30th  Sept.  from  gen.  Gates ;  one,  of  the  1  ft  inft, 
from  Jof.  Trumbull,  advifing  that  he  has  drawn  on  the  prelident  in 
favour  of  Thos.  Lowery,  for  60,000  dollars ;  and  one,  of  the  7th, 
from  gen.  Walhington,  enclofing  aletter  from  Dr.  Morgan, :were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  generals  Lee  and  Mercer,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Morgan  be  referred  to  the  medical 
committee. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Mentges  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  of  the  7th  and  8th  inftant,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  informed  the  Congrefs  ap- 
prove of  his  appointing  P.  Penett  his  aid-de-camp  by  brevet,  and 
that  a  commiffionof  aid-de-camp  be  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  him : 

That  the  feveral  ftates  in  which  prifoners  have  been  lodged,  be 
defired  to  furnifh  Congrefs  with  an  account  of  fuch  e  xpenfes  as  have 
been  incurred  by  the  faid  ftates,  refpectively,  on  account  of  the  faid 
prifoners  : 

That  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  immediately 
fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay  the 
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bounty  to  fuch  of  the  troops  as  fhall  reJejilift,  to  ferve  during  the 
war. 

Resolved,  Thatthe  farther  conGderation  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  upon  the  appeal 
brought  againft  the  {"entente  palled  on  the  libel,  Jolhua  Wcntworth 
v.  the  Hiip  Elizabeth,  reports  as  follows  : 

"  Jofhua  Wentworth,  Efq;  for  and  in  behalf  as  well  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  as  of  John  Manly,  Daniel  Waters  and  John. 
Ayres,  commanders  ;  and  the  officers,  marines  and  mariners,  of  the 
three  armed  veffels  Hancock,  Lee  and  Lynch,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
laid  ftates,  having  exhibited  a  libel  before  Jofhua  Brackett,  Efq; 
judge  of  the  court  maritime  of  the  ftate  of  Nevv-Hampfhire,  againft 
the  brigantine  Elizabeth,  commanded  by  Peter  Ramfay,  and  her 
cargo,  and  Richard  Hart,  of  Portfmouth,  in  New-Hampfhire,  owner 
of  the  laid  brigantine,  and  William  Jackfon  and  others,  of  Bofton, 
in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  owners  of  fundry  goods  and  mer- 
chandize on  board  of  her,  having  put  in  their  feveral  claims  thereto, 
and  the  laid  judge  of  the  court  aforefaid,  having,  on  the  21ft  day 
of  Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  decreed  and  ordered  the 
faid  brigantine,  and  fo  much  of  her  cargo  as  was  claimed  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  refpective  claimants,  and  that  the  claimants  recover 
their  legal  cofts  of  court,  from  which  decree  and  fentence  the  faid 
Jofhua  Wentworth  appealed  to  Congrefs. 

The  committee  of  Congrefs,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  hear  and 
determine  the  faid  appeal,  have  diligently  infpected  the  proceed- 
ings, and  heard  the  parties  by  their  counfels,  and  it  appearing  that 
on  the  1ft  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775,  general 
Gage,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifh  forces,  then  in  Bofton,  in. 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  by  his  commifiion  to  Crean  Brufh, 
Efq;  directed  him  to  receive  into  his  care,  all  fuch  goods,  chatties, 
and  effects  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  fome  of  whom  had  de- 
parted from  it,  as  might  be  voluntarily  delivered  into  his  charge 
by  the  owners,  or  by  other  perfons  with  whom  they  were  left,  giv- 
ing his  receipt  for  them,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  owners,  when 
he  fhould  be  required;  that,  on  the  10th  day  of  March  then  follow- 
ing, gen.  Howe,  who  had  fucceeded  gen.  Gage  in  the  command  of 
the  Britifh  forces,  by  his  commifiion  to  the  faid  Crean  Brufh,  reci- 
ting, that  as  he  was  informed  there  were  large  quantities  of  goods 
in  Bofton,  which,  if  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  rebels  (as  he  termed  the 
Americans)  might  enable  them  to  carry  on  war,  and  that  he 
had  given  notice  to  all  loyal  inhabitants  to  remove  fuch  goods  from 
thence,  and  that  thofe  who  would  not  remove  them,  or  deliver  them 
to  the  care  of  the  faid  Crean  Brufh,  would  be  confidered  as  abet- 
tors of  rebels,  required  him  to  take  into  his  poffeffion  all  fuch  goods 
as  anfwered  that  defcription,  and  give  certificates  to  the  owners 
that  he  had  received  them  for  their  ufe,  and  would  deliver  them  to 
the  owners,  unavoidable  accidents  excepted,  and  to  feize  any  fuch 
goods,  as,  upon  enquiry,  fhould  be  found  fecreted,  or  left  in  ftores, 
and  put  them  on  board  of  the  Minerva  fhip,  or  brigantine  Elizabeth. 
That,  thereupon,  the  faid  Crean  Brufh,  affifted  bv  other  perfons. 
Vol.  II.  D  3 
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took  into  his  pofTeffion  the  goods  of  the  claimants,  amongfl  others, 
and  put  them  into  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  and  other  veffels 
in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  without  the  knowledge  of  fome  of  the 
owners,  and  without  the  content  of  all  the  others,  unlefs  it  be  Wil- 
liam Jackibn  and  James  Jackfon,  of  whofe  confent,  however,  there 
are  no  other  proofs,  than  that  one  of  them  went  with  his  goods,  and 
watched  there  on  the  wharf  from  whence  they  were  (hipped,  and 
that  the  other  was  a  paffenger  in  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  in 
her  voyage  towards  Halifax.  That  the  faid  Crean  Brufh,  by  certi- 
ficates under  his  hands,  acknowledged  feveral  parcels  of  the  goods  to 
be  in  his  cufcody,  and  engaged  to  preferve  them  fafely,  to  make  up 
exact  invoices  thereof,  and,  with  the  approbation  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  to  return  them  to  the  owners.  That,  on  the  29th  day 
of  March  afterwards,  the  faid  Peter  Ramfay,  by  orders  from  ad- 
miral Shuldham,  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  given  about  eight  days  before, 
went  on  board  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  into  which  fome  of  the 
claimants'  goods  had  been  fhifted  from  the  other  veffels ;  and  the 
fame  day,  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four  in  the  afternoon, 
failed  with  her,  under  convoy  of  the  Britifh  fliip  of  war  Niger,  for 
Halifax,  in  Nova-Scotia,  and  that,  on  the  Tuefday  following,  the 
faid  John  Manly,  in  the  Hancock,  coming  up  with  the  faid  brigan- 
tine Elizabeth,  which  had,  in  the  mean  time,  parted  from  her  con- 
voy, fired  a  broadfide  at  her,  which  was  returned  by  a  volley  of  fmall- 
arms  ;  when  the  faid  Daniel  Waters  in  the  Lee,  and  the  faid  John 
Ayres  in  the  Lynch,  joining  the  faid  John  Manly,  the  faid  Peter 
Ramfay  ftruck,  it  being  about  four  or  five  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  faid  brigantine  was  feized  and  carried  into  Pifcata- 
qua  river  in  New-Hampfhire  ;  whereupon,  the  committee,  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth 
is  not  comprehended  in  the  defcription  of  veffels,  which,  with  then- 
cargoes,  by  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  25th  day  of  Novem- 
ber laft,  may  be  forfeited,  not  being  an  armed  or  a  tranfport  veffel 
employed  in  the  prefent  war  againft  the  United  States,  nor  carrying 
provifions,  or  other  neceffaries,  to  the  Britifh  army  or  navy,  within 
any  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  the  cafes  of  re-captures,  men- 
tioned in  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  5th  day  of  December 
laft,  adjufting  the  proportions  of  falvage,  thofe  cafes  only  were  in- 
tended, in  which  the  veflels  and  their  cargoes  remaining  in  pofTef- 
fion of  the  enemy,  might,  by  the  law  of  nations,  be  condemned  as 
prize,  which  is  conceived  not  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  faid  brigan- 
tine Elizabeth  and  her  cargo;  but,  that  notwithftanding  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  re-captors  to  recover  the  faid  brigantine  and  her  cargo, 
and  that  the  owners,  who  otherwife  might,  and  probably  would, 
have  loft  their  whole  property,  ought  to  make  a  reafonable  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  faid  fentence  is  erroneous,  and  ought 
tobe  reverted  and  annulled:  That  the  faid  brigantine^lizabethjand 
fuch  parts  of  her  cargo  as  were  claimed  in  the  faid  court-maritime, 
be  reftored  to  the  refpedtive  claimants,  upon  their  paying,  to  the 
United  States5  and  the  re-captors,  -J^th  part  of  the  value  thereof,  to 
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be  determined  by  the  appraifement  of  appraifers  on  oath,  appoin- 
ted by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court :  That  the  reiidue  of  the  cargo  be 
fold,  and  the  proceeds,  after  deducting  the  like  proportion  and  for 
the  fame  ufes,  retained  for  the  perfons  who  fhall  hereafter  prove 
their  right  to  the  fame  ;  that  William  Burk,  commander,  and  the 
marines  and  mariners  of  the  Warren,  an  armed  v.:  Tel  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States,  who  claimed  a  part  of  the  faid  brigantine  Eli- 
zabeth and  her  cargo,  as  being  joint  captors,  are  not  entitled  to  a 
fhare  of  the  falvage,  it  not  appearing  that  they  were  prefent,  or  in 
fight,  at  the  time  of  the  re-capture  :  And  that  the  appellants  reco- 
ver againfi:  the  claimants  their  cofts  as  well  in  the  faid  court-mari- 
time, as  in  the  profecution  of  their  appeal  here  ;  and  that  the  caufe 
be  fent  back  to  the  faid  court-maritime,  for  that  court  to  proceed 
in  carrying  this  fentence  into  execution." 

And  the  faid  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 
Resolved,  That  fuch  part  of  the  twelfth,  adjudged  in  the  forego- 
ing report  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  falvage,  as  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  be  releafed,  and  given  up  to  the  owners  of  the  goods. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  priibners,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  treafury,  for  the  more  regular  fettlement  of  ac- 
counts, propofed  fundry  queries  to  Congrefs  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  allowance  be  made  to  officers  for  any  arms  loft 
or  taken  from  them  by  the  enemy  ; 

That  no  officer,  holding  two  appointments  in  the  continental 
army,  be  paid  for  more  than  one,  after  notice  was  given  to  the 
commanders  of  the  refpective  armies,  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs 
againfl  officers  holding  double  commillions. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  fupplying  the  treafury  with  a  farther  fum  of  money  : 
The  members  chofen,    Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,   Mr.  Wilfon,   and  Mr. 
Hall. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  confider 
what  is  to  be  done  with  Negroes  taken  by  veffels  of  war,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  R.  K.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Huntington. 

Resolved,  That  600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  R.  Erwin,  wag- 
gon-mailer ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Vir- 
ginia troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York,  to  halt  at  Trenton, 
till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  colonels  of  the  New-Jerfey  militia,  make 
out  regular  pay-rolls  of  fuch  of  the  troops  as  have  been  under  their 
command,  when  called  into  the  continental  fervice,  and  have  not 
been  paid  by  the  convention  of  the  faid  ftate  : 

That  fuch  rolls  be  attefted  by  the  oaths  of  the  commanding  of- 
ficer and  captains  of  the   refpeilive  regiments,  and  paid  by  war- 
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rants  on  the  pay-mader  there,' by  general  Mercer,  or  the  command- 
ing' officer  in  that  department  ;  he  paying  due  attention  to  the  re- 
folutions  of  Gongrefs  tranfmitted  herewith  : 

That  one  penny  a-mile  be  allowed,  in  lieu  of  rations,  to  fuch 
men  as  have  paid  their  expenfes  while  on  their  march  to  and  from 
the  camp,  from  and  to  their  refpeclive  homes. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  15,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  11th,  12th  and  13th,  from  general  Wafhington  ; 
one  of  the  10th,  from  general  Lee  ;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  general 
Schuyler  ;  one,  of  the  fame  date,  from  general  Green  ;  one,  of  the 
9th,  from  Jof.  Trumbull  ;  one,  of  the  4th,  from  Seih  Warner,  and 
one,  of  the  fame  date,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  and  general 
Lee,  and  Mr.  Trumbull,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Green  be  referred  to  the  medical 
committee,  and  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

Application  being  made  to  Gongrefs  by  John  Foxcroft,  Efq;  for 
leave  to  go  to  New-York^  to  remove  his  family  from  the  horrors 
of  war,  and  relieve  them  from  the  diftrefs  in  which  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  involved  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  him,  upon  giving  his  parole  to 
the  board  of  war  ;  but  he  is  not  to  fet  out  on  his  journey  before 
next  week. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Gates  be  informed,  that  Gongrefs  have 
it  not  in  their  power,  at  prefent  to  fupply  him  with  the  artillery  he 
defires,  but  will  procure  fuch  as  foon  as  poffible  : 

That  two  independent  companies,  confiding  of  50  men  each,  be 
immediately  raifed,  to  be  commanded  by  lieut.  Whitecombe,  who 
fliould  be  appointed  captain-commandant  ;  that  he  nominate  the 
officers  of  the  faid  two  companies,  who  are  to  be  appointed  when 
approved  of  by  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  department. 
Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pod- 
poned. 

William  Davis,  who  was  appointed  deputy  muder-mader-ge- 
neral  of  the  flying-camp,  having  requeded  leave  to  refign  thatcom- 
miffion, 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted,  and  that  to-morrow  be  affigned 

for  appointing  a  deputy  muder-mader-general  for  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  27   dollars  be   advanced   to  the    captain   of  the 

guard  appointed  to  attend  the  waggons  carrying  goods  to  Ticon- 

deroga. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due,  to  the  fol- 
lowing perfons,  the  fum  of  9  13  dollars  and  4-Jths  ;  for  which  an 
edrer  is  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Thomas  Armour,  viz. 
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To  Peter  Schlemmer,  for  victualling  the  militia  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  —  —  Dollars,  43.42   90tbs% 

To  Frederick  Rummel,  for  ditto,  —  65.49 

To  William  Thompfon,  victualling  gen.  Lee's  guard,  50.71 
To  Elizabeth  Kuntz,  victualling  militia,  Sec.  64.51 

To  George  Stahe,  for  ditto,  —  —  86.54 

To  Adam  Gartner,  ditto,  and  fick  foldiers,  260. 86 

To  fundries  for  fupplying  the  militia,  and  general 

Lee's  guard,  —  —  —  47.49 

To  Elizabeth  Robinfon,  for  ditto,  —  12.48 

To  Andrew  Nebbenger,  for  ditto,  — .  39.86 

To  Godlup  Zegel,  for  ditto,  to  gen.  Lee's  guard,  9.19 

To  Zacharias  Sturgent,  for  ditto,  —  8.67 

To  Martin  Brenefey,  for  ditto,  —  —  40. 

To  Frederick  Rumble,  for  ditto,  —  72.33 

To  Jacob  Bufhong,  for  ditto,  —  —  58.27 

To  Daniel  Kyfer,  for  ditto,  —         —  29.66 

To  And.  Horzeg,  for  repairing  arms  of  ditto,  23.15 


The  whole  amounting  to  Dollars,  913.43  90ths. 

To  Baltzar  Spangler,  and  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armour,  for 
victualling  a  part  of  gen.  Lee's  guard,  nurfing  in  the  fmall-pox,  Sec. 
at  York-town,  and  for  provifions  to  militia,  158  dollars  and  i|ths  t 

To  lieut.  Francis  Nichols,  of  the  late  capt.  Hendricks's  compa- 
ny, for  two  months'  pay  extraordinary  to  the  following  officers,  viz. 

To  the  late  captain  Hendricks,  killed  at  the  affault 
of  Quebec,  Dollars,   53.30   90tbs. 

To  lieutenant  John  M'Cleland,  who  died  on  the 
march  to  ditto,  .  36. 

To  the  laid  lieutenant  Nichols,  —        —  36. 

For  the  ufe  of  the  executors  of  captain  Hendricks's 
enlifting  money,  when  the  company  was  raifed,  8  5, 
at  I  dollar  and  id  each,  —  — .  113.30 


The  whole  amounting  to  —  —  238.60 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  lieut.  Francis  Nichols,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  the  foldiers  of  his  company  returned  from  Quebec, 
the  fum  of  1753  dollars  and  -ffths,  until  he  can  fettle  the  accounts 
of  the  company  ;   for  which  he  is  to  be  charged  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of 
treafury  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  fecret  committee  brought  in  a  report  on  the  diflribution  of 
the  cargo  lately  arrived  at  Providence,  Rhode-Illand,  in  the  brig 
Happy-Return  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  invoice  of  the  cloths  and  blankets 
be  fent  to  general  Mifflin,  quarter-mufter-general,  with  an  order 
%o  Meffrs,   Browns,  of  Rhode-Ifiarid,  to   deliver  the  whole  to  his 


592  JOURNALS    OF  CONGRESS. 

order,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  quarter-mailer-gene- 
ral, to  have  the  cloths  immediately  made  up  for  the  foldiers,  either 
in  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  or  by  the  taylors  in  the  army,  as 
may  be  thought  be  ft  by  general  Wafhington  and  himfelf : 

That  Meffrs.  Browns  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  the  continental 
agent,  at  Rhode-Ifland,  the  remaining  part  of  the  cargo,  with  or- 
ders to  apply  the  lead,  bullets,  flints,  mufkets  and  powder,  to  the 
ufe  of  the  continental  frigates  and  cruizers,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as 
may  be  Avanted  for  that  fervice,  and  the  reft  to  remain  for  future 
orders  : 

That  the  faid  agent  be  directed  to  buy  as  much  good  fat  beef 
and  pork,  as  can  be  cured  by  the  fait  in  his  poffeffion,  for  the  uf» 
of  the  navy  : 

That  the  agent  be  directed  to  forward  the  fulphur  of  the  faid 
cargo  to  the  powder-mills  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
the  five  tons  of  falt-petre,  formerly  fent  by  Congrefs  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Rhode-Ifland,  from  thence  to  the  powder-mills  of  MefTrs. 
Livingfton  and  Wifner,  on  the  North-River,  in  the  ftate  of  New- 
York,  to  be  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  for  the  continental 
fervice. 

Resolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying-camp  and  militia  j 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday',  October   16,   1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  E.  Pendleton,  fpeaker  of  the  afiembly 
of  Virginia  ;   one,  of  the  1 1th,  from  T.  Jefferfon,  were  read  : 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  12th  from  Jof.  Trumbull,  wherein  he  in- 
forms Congrefs,  that  he  has  empowered  Carpenter  Wharton  to  pur-, 
chafe  fait  to  the  weftward  of  New-Jerfey,  and  as  much  pork,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army,  as  fait  can  be  had  for,  and  requefts  that  Mr. 
Wharton  may  be  fupplied  with  fuch  fums  of  money  as  may  be  ne- 
eeffary  for  this  purpofe,  and  charged  to  the  accounts  of  him  the 
faid  J.  Trumbull  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wharton  be  fupplied  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  16,803  dollars  and  ^th  be  paid  to  brigadier- 
gen.  Mifflin,  or  order,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jon.  Trum- 
bull, jun.  Efq;  deputy  pay-m after-general  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment ;  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favour,  by  John 
Pierce,  affiftant  pay-mafter,  in  behalf  of  the  faid  Jon.  Trumbull, 
dated  Albany,  October  7,  1776,  for  fo  much  (topped  for  him  from 
the  pay  of  the  feveral  regiments  at  Ticonderoga,  by  the  faid  pay- 
mafter. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiflary  of  clothing 
for  the  northern  army  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Meafam  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  George  Meafam  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations 
of  a  major  in  the  continental  fervice. 
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Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  depart- 
ment, appoint  fuitable  perfons  to  appraife,  on  oath,  and  deliver  to 
the  faid  commiffary,  all  articles  of  clothing  there,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  and  tranfmit  his  receipts,  with  the  appraifement, 
to  the  treafury-offi.ce  in  Philadelphia  : 

That  the  faid  commiffary  employ  fuitable  perfons  to  make  the 
clothing,  and  add  to  the  appraifed  value  of  the  goods,  the  charges 
of  making  ;  and  that  he  deliver  the  fame  to  the  regimental  pay- 
an  afters,  agreeable  to  the  orders  he  may  receive  from  the  commander 
aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  appoint  a 
commiffary  of  clothing  for  the  army  under  his  immediate  command, 
and  that  he  be  alio  empowered  to  appoint  a  deputy  mufter-mafter 
for  the  flying-camp. 

Resolved,  That  one  ton  of  powder  be  fent  to  North-Carolina, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  in  that  ftate. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft  of  October,  from  John  Roche,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that 
they  do  therein  what  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  ftate  of  the  prifoners ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  William  Livingfton,  Efq;  governor  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  have  confidered  his  letter  relative  to 
certain  prifoners  confined  in  Somerfet  gaol,  and  being  unacquain- 
ted either  with  their  characters,  or  the  caufes  of  their  being  appre- 
hended, requeft  him  to  enquire  into  the  fame,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs their  names  and  characters  : 

That  foldiers  and  failors,  confined  in  gaol,  be  hereafter  allowed 
one  dollar  and -Ad  a-week;  the  allowance  of  one  dollar  being  found 
infufficient  to  fupport  them  comfortably. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B. 
Marfhall  fcf  Brothers,  and  certain  proportions  from  the  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  what  relates  to  B.  Marfhall  is?  Brothers  be  poft- 
poned  to  Wednefday  the  23d  inftant. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  court  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  to  give  the  continental  agent  the  full  weight  of 
their  influence  to  make  the  frigate  Hancock  ready  for  fea  imme- 
diately ;  that  whatever  expenfe  fhall  accrue  to  the  ftate  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  either  for  procuring  guns  or  other  ftores  for  fitting  the  faid 
frigate,  fhall  be  reimburfed  on  demand;  and  that,  in  directing  the 
cruize  of  the  faid  frigate,  the  Congrefs  will  pay  all  the  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  that  the  zeal 
of  that  ftate,  in  the  common  caufe,  juftly  entitles  it  to. 

A  petition  from  capt.  C.  R.oberts  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Walton,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  who  are  directed  to 
enquire  into  the  facts  therein  fet  forth,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 
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A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  dAntignac  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  D.  Campbell  was  read;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment be  defired  to  confirm  or  difapprove  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
martial  on  colonel  D.  Campbell,  as  he,  upon  mature  judgment, 
ihall  think  proper,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Whereas  fundry  prizes  have  been  heretofore  taken  by  the  crui- 
zers  fitted  out  by  general  Walhington,  at  the  continental  expenfe, 
and  on  continental  account,  and  no  accounts  thereof  have  yet  been 
rendered  by  the  agents  who  received  and  fold  the  laid  prizes ;  and, 
whereas,  a  juft  diftribution  of  fuch  fhares  of  the  faid  prizes  as  are 
due  to  the  officers  and  men,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
Congrefs,  ought  to  be  made; 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  order 
fuch  diftribution  of  the  faid  prize-money  amongft  the  parties  inter- 
efted  therein;  and  that  they  recover  from  the  laid  agents  the  con- 
tinental lhare  of  all  the  faid  prizes : 

That  the  prefent  continental  agents  do  account  with  the  marine 
committee,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  continental  fhare  of  all  prizes 
received  and  fold  by  them,  and  that  they  pay  the  amount  of  fuch 
prizes  to  the  order  of  the  faid  committee: 

That  the  faid  agents  make  juft  diftributions  of  the  fhares  in  all 
prizes  that  appertain  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  continental 
fhips  of  war,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Congrefs,  as 
foon  after  the  fales  of  each  prize  as  poffible  : 

That  the  marine  committee  apply  all  the  prize-money  they  re- 
ceive from  the  agents,  to  the  fervice  of  the  marine  department,  and 
hereafter  render  accounts  thereof  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  marine  committee  report,  from  time  to  time,  all  firms 
of  money  they  receive  for  prizes  to  the  treafury,  in  order  that  the 
fame  may  be  charged  to  their  account  in  the  treafury-books. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  capt.  Sion  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Mofes  Turner,  for  their 
pay  and  rations  from  the  1ft  of  January  to  the  14th  of  October,  1776, 
the  fum  of  572  dollars  and  ffths. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnuJiSDAr,  October  17,   1776. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Keppele  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  he  hath  entered  an  appeal  againft  the  fen- 
tence paffed'on  the  fhip  Charming-Peggy,  and  praying  that  a  con- 
venient day  may  be  afiigned  for  hearing  the  faid  appeal ; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  full  power 
to  hear  and  determine  upon  faid  appeal : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wythej 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wilibn. 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  review  fuch 
of  the  resolutions  of  Gongrefs  as  relate  to  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation of  prizes,  and  report  what  alterations  or  additions  fhould 
be  made  refpe£ting  the  fame  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine, 
and  Mr.  Huntington. 

A  petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffary  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  batta- 
lion, commanded  by  colonel  Mackay,  with  provifions  ;  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Lewis,  jun.  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
ftate  of  New- York  with  Mr.  Foxcroft. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  the  ftate  of  the  prifoners 
in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia  was  recommitted,  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  was  taken  into  coniideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prifoners  from  North-Carolina  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  families,  if  the  convention  of  that  ftate  fhall  be 
of  opinion  they  may  fo  do,  without  danger  to  that  or  any 'other  of 
the  United  States  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  bedding,  blankets, 
and  other  neceffaries,  be  furnifhed  the  gaoler,  by  Mr.  Meafe,  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  prifoners  as  are  unprovided  with  them  : 

That  capt.  M'Kenzie  be  permitted  to  apply  to  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina  for  liberty  to  return  there  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that 
he  be  allowed  ten  dollars  to  bear  his  expenfes  to  Lancafter  county  : 

That  lieutenant  M'Clean,  an  half-pay  officer,  taken  in  Canada, 
be  permitted  to  refide  at  Reading  on  his  parole. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  intelligence  be  appointed  to  fe- 
ledt  and  report,  fuch  authentic  accounts,  as  are,  from  time  to  time, 
received  by  Congrefs,  of  the  ftate  of  the  armies  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  as  they  fhall  judge  proper  to  be  publilhed  by  au- 
thority of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Hopkinfon. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  plan 
for  the  better  regulating  the  treafury  board  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Livingfton,  and  Mr. 
Hopkinfon. 

Mr.  Duche  having,  by  letter,  informed  the  prefident,  that  the 
ftate  of  his  health,  and  his  parochial  duties,  were  fuch,  as  obliged 
him  to  decline  the  honour  of  continuing  chaplain  to  Congrefs, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche,  for  the  devout  and  acceptable  manner  in 
which  he  difcharged  his  duty  during  the  time  he  officiated  as  chap- 
lain to  it  ;  and  that  150  dollars  be  prefented  to  him,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment from  the  houfe  of  his  fervices. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

Vol.  II.  E  3 


396  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

To  captain  A.  H.  Brice,  for  his  allowance  as  an  officer-prifoner, 
from  19th  April,  to  17th  October,  1776,  inclufive,  being  26  weeks, 
at  2  dollars  a-week,  52  dollars  : 

To  captain  Thomas  Heflceth,  for  his  allowance  from  20th  July 
to  19th  October,  13  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  26  dollars  : 

To  George  Haas,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  and  his  expenfes 
with  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Boflon,  the  fum  of  1 3 1  dollars 
and  ff ths  : 

To  colonel  Haufegger,  for  the  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  two  pri- 
foners  from  Ticonderoga  to  Philadelphia,  57  dollars  and  -§^-ths  : 

To  capt.  Matthew  Smith,  to  be  paid  to  lieut.  Archibald  Steel, 
for  enlifling  his  company,  confifting  of  80  men,  at  1  dollar  and  *d 
each,  106  dollars  and  f§ths  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  exhibited  by  lieut.  Archi- 
bald Steel,  of  capt.  Smith's  company,  for  the  pay  of  34  officers,  and 
of  adjutant  Chriftian  Febiger,  taken  prifoners  at  Quebec,  amount- 
ing to  1575  dollars  and  f^ths,  (exclufive  of  the  pay  of  one  ferjeant, 
one  corporal  and  12  privates,  who  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  amounting  to  476  dollars  and  f-fths,  which 
is  retained)  of  which  he  received  from  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  the  fum  of 
314  dollars  and  -ffths,  which  leaves  a  balance  due  to  the  faid  Steel 
of  1261  dollars: 

That  there  is  due,  to  George  Steyer,  for  linens  furnifhed,  and  to 
be  charged  to  capt.  John  Nelfon  for  the  ufe  of  his  company,  24  dols. 

To  Adam  Zantzinger,  for  the  hire  of  two  waggons,  and  the  ex- 
penfe  of  an  efcort  of  light-horfe  with  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
the  camp,  near  New-York,  150  dollars  and  f-§ths  : 

To  William  Clayton,  for  provifions  fupplied  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  24  dollars  and  -|£ths  : 

I'o  John  Bates,  for  499  camp-kettles  delivered  by  him  to  Gufla- 
vus  Rilberg,  affiftant  to  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  665 
dollars  and  |-§ths  : 

To  William  Bentley,  to  be  paid  to  col.  Strieker,  for  provifions 
fupplied  the  Virginia  troops  on  their  march,  17  dollars  and  |^ths  : 

To  Jofeph  Bentley,  for  provifions  fupplied  the  militia  and  flying- 
camp,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  19  dollars  and  -jfths  : 

To  Nicholas  Bazin,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
3d  March,  to  17th  October,  is  32  weeks  and  -|ths,  at  2  dollars  a- 
week,  65  dollars  and  |-§-ths. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,   October    18,    1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confederation  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Thaddeus  Kofciufzko  be  appointed  an  engineer 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  with  the  pay  of  fixty  dollars  a- 
montli,  and  the  rank  of  colonel. 
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The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  colonel  M.  Hazen  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  October  21,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th  and  17th,  from  R.  Harrifon,  the  general's 
fecretary;  one,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Arnold  and  other  papers  ;  two,  of  the 
17th  and  19th,  from  general  Mercer;  and  one  from  Kenneth 
Hankanfon,  captain  of  a  vefTel  ftranded  on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  R.  Dallam  was  alfo  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  19,740  dollars  be  paid  to  Guftavus  Rifberg,  affif- 
tant  to  the  deputy-quarter-mafter-general  for  the  flying-camp,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  R.  Dallam  : 

That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jon.  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy- 
pay-mafler-general  for  the  northern  department : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Caro- 
lina, and  charged  to  that  ftate. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  colonel  James  Eafton,  was  read. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  that  a  veffel  was 
arrived  in  New-Hampfhire,  with  a  cargo  on  account  of  the  conti- 
nent, among  which  was  a  quantity  of  flints,  it  was  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  order  30,000 
of  the  faid  flints  to  general  Schuyler,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in 
the  northern  department,  and  the  remainder  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton, for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  immediate  command. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Green,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  apply  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the 
loan  of  as  many  cartridges  as  they  can  fpare,  which  are  to  be  fent, 
with  all  poflible  difpatch,  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  that  they  take 
the  moll  effectual  meafures  to  have  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cartridges 
made  up  in  Philadelphia,  and  forwarded  to  general  Wafhington. 

Resolved,  That  the  powder  in  the  magazine  be  kept  for  the  pub- 
lic fervice. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  there  is  at  the  lead  mines  in  "Vir- 
ginia, a  quantitv  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  give  orders  to 
have  it  brought  to  Philadelphia. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Dorre  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  R.  Harrifon,  enclofing  copies  of  let- 
ters from  gen.  Gates  and  gen.  Arnold,  of  the  1 5th,  and  of  one  from 
gen.  Schuyler  of  the  16th  ;  alfo  one,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Schuv- 
ler,  and  one,  of  the  1 9th,  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  being 
received,  were  read  : 
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» 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  commiffary-general  in  Virginia  be 
directed  to  make  contracts  for  the  fupply  of  the  troops  in  that  de- 
partment, provided  they  can  be  made  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  eight- 
pence,  Virginia  currency,  a  ration  ;  the  contractors  to  have  the  ufe 
of  the  public  waggons  on  any  motion  or  inarch  of  the  army,  from 
the  place  or  places  where  ftationed  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  each  department  be  empowered, 
at  the  inftance  of  the  commiffary-general  or  his  deputies,  to  employ 
as  many  perfons  under  him  or  them,  at  fuch  falary  or  wages  as  he 
fhall  think  adequate,  and  as  he  may  think  the  fervice,  from  time  to 
time,  requires  : 

That  the  rations  allowed  to  the  feveral  officers  on  the  ftafF  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  not  heretofore  fettled,  be  as  follows,  and 
that  the  deputy  commiffary  of  Virginia  be  informed  thereof  : 

To  the  deputy  commiffary-general,  6  rations  ;  deputy  quarter- 
mafter-general,  6  do.  ;  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  6  do.  ;  deputy 
adjutant-general,  6  do.  ;  deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  6  do.  ;  de- 
puty judge  advocate,  6  do.  ;  chaplain,  3  do.  ;  regimental  furgeon, 
S  do.  ;  furgeon's  mate,  2  do.  ;  that  the  deputy  commiffary-general 
of  Virginia  be  allowed  his  reafonable  travelling-charges,  to  be  fet- 
tled by  the  treasury  board. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  examined 
the  following  accounts  paid  by  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general, 
by  order  of  che  board,  amounting  to  687  dollars  aridfXths;  of  which 
he  received,  by  the  prefident's  warrant,  500  dollars,  and  there  re- 
mains due  to  him  187  dollars  and  f^ths  :  Dols.  90tbs. 
Tor  parchment  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury-office, 
George  Hofnagle's  account  for  15  of  the  militia, 
John  Sparhawk's  account  for   quills,  paper-books,   Sec. 

for  the  ufe  of  the  commiffioners  fent  to  Albany, 
Henry  Deering's  account  for  entertaining  militia, 
Andrew  Smith's  account  for"  do. 
Jofeph  Sheerer's  account  for  do.  paid  T.  Wygins, 
John  Druit,  for  Bernard  Romans'  order,  to  be  charged 

to  the  faid  Romans, 
Conrad  Alder's  account  for  entertaining  militia, 
Philip  Upright's  do.  for  do.   and  guard  of  powder  to 

Virginia, 
John  Nice's  do.  for  do. 
Levi  Hollingfworth's  account  for  efcorting  money  to 

Amboy, 
William  Perkins  for  fupplies  to  troops, 
Porterage  of  a  box  with  the  Maffachufetts'  papers, 
Captain  Read's  account  of  expenfes  of  his  company  on 

their  march  to  camp, 
Captain  Wheely's  account  of  do. 
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Dols.  90  tbs. 

Captain  M'Kenzie  for  fubfiftence,  3     39 

M.  Lotbinier,  a  French  chaplain,  one  month's  pay  and 

rations,  41      30 

Benjamin  Condy,  for  cake-ink,  6      36 

Thread  for  the  ufe  of  the  office,  15 

Secretary    Peter's    order    for    tranfporting    lieutenant 

Symes'  baggage,  10      30 

Allen  M'Donald,  fen.  Allen  M'Donald,  jun.  Alexander 
M'Donald,  Rennel  M'Donald,  for  three  weeks'  al- 
lowance to  themfelves  and  two  fervants,  to  24th  Sept. 

William  Rofs's  account  of  fubfiftence  to  militia, 

Valentine  Vanholt's  account  of  do. 

R.  Lumfden  for  wood,  hauling  and  fawing, 

John  Streeper's  account  for  fubfifting  militia, 

Poftage  of  a  letter  from  Ticonderoga, 

M.  Lotbinier,  one  month's  pay  and  rations, 

Allen  M'Donald  for  the  hire  of  a  woman-fervant,  al- 
lowed him  from  4th  June  to  24th  Sept.  16  weeks,        16 

John  M'Kinzie,  a  prifoner  from  North-Carolina,  his  al- 
lowance from  20th  Sept.  to  1 7th  Oft.  four  weeks,  8 

Bortholomew  Van  Heer's  account  of  difburfements  to 

the  army  in  Canada,  and  6  months'  pay  as  lieut.        145      31 

Uriah  Forreft,  captain  of  a  company  in  col.  Irvine's  bat- 
talion, furnifhing  86  men,  non-commiflioned  officers 
and  privates,  with'  provifions,  from  Annapolis  to 
Philadelphia,  115  miles,  at  id.  a  mile,  each:  alfo  to 
one  captain  and  three  fubalterns,  115  miles,  at  9d. 

In  the  whole,      121      35 
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Total,     687      27 
Of  which  received,     500 


The  balance  due,      187     27 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Jewel,  for  the  maintenance  of  ftate 
priibners  in  the  new  gaol,  and  for  candles,  Sec.  489  dollars  and  f^-ths : 

To  the  late  captain  William  Hendricks'  company,  and  to  be 
paid  to  lieutenant  Francis  Nichols  of  the  faid  company,  for  the 
balance  of  an  account  for  their  pay,  arms  loft  at  the  ftorm  of 
Quebec,  hunting-flurts,  &c.  1622  dollars  and  f-fths  : 

To  Mr.  Pollard,  for  the  expenfe  of  himfelf  and  others  of  the 
light-horfe,  as  an  efcort  with  money  from  Philadelphia  to  New- 
York  and  Bofton,  291  dollars  and  flths  : 

To  Jacob  Hartman,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  bringing  the  bag- 
gage of  the  prifoners  from  Canada,  from  Elizabeth-town  to  Phila- 
delphia, 16  dollars  and  ffths  : 

To  John  Hall  and  Samuel  Parker,  for  cleanfing  and  repairing 
200  mufkets  with  bayonets,  fcabbards,  Sec.  for  the  German  bat- 
talion, 215  dollars  and  ffths  : 
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To  Coxe,  Furman  Isf  Coxe,  for  carriage  of  powder  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Virginia,  and  the  pay  of  captain  Matthis  for  taking 
charge  of  the  fame,  233  dollars  and  f-g-ths. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confederation  the  form  of  the  oath  to  be  ta- 
ken by  the  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

I  .  — ,  do  acknowledge  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, namely,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Iiland, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
to  be  free,  independent,  and  fovereign  ftates,  and  declare,  that  the 
people  thereof  owe  no  allegiance  or  obedience  to  George  the  third, 
king  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  I  renounce,  refufe  and  abjure  any 
allegiance  or  obedience  to  him  ;  and  I  do  fwear,  that  I  will,  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power,  fupport,  maintain,  and  defend  the  faid  United 
States  againft  the  faid  king  George  the  third,  and  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  and  his  or  their  abettors,  afliftants,  and  adherents  ;  and 
will  ferve  the  faid  United  States  in  the  office  of  ,  which  I 

now  hold,  and  in  any  other  office  which  I  may  hereafter  hold  by 
their  appointment,  or  under  their  authority,  with  fidelity  and  ho- 
nour, and  according  to  the  beft  of  my  ikill  and  underftanding.  So 
help  me  God. 

Resolved,  That  every  officer  who  holds,  or  fhall  hereafter  hold, 
a  commiffion  or  office  from  Congrefs,  fhall  fubfcribe  the  above  de- 
claration, and  take  the  foregoing  oath. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy  pay-mafler- 
general  in  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  October  22,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Mifflin  to  captain  Falkner  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  engage,  and  fend  to  head-quarters,  a  fkilful, 
active  wharf-builder,  with  proper  affiftants  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Rofs. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Monfieur  O.  H.  Rouville,  his  fervant  P.  H.  Beaubaffin,  J. 
B.  H.  de  Rouville,  Jofeph  de  Jarlais,  and  Jofeph  and  Gabriel 
Heiter,  for  their  allowance  from  the  13th  of  July  to  the  18th  of 
Oaober,  1776,  186  dollars  and  f£ths  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  D.  S.  Franks,  for  fun- 
dry  goods  fupplied  the  army  in  Canada,  amounting  to  374  8  dollars 
and  f^ths  ;  of*  which  he  received  a  warrant  of  the  7th  of  September, 
for  1600  dollars,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  now  due  to  him  of 
2148  dollars  and  liths  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Nathan  Sellers,  for  a  paper-mould,  letters 
and  borders,  39  dollars  : 
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That  there  fhoulcl  be  advanced  to  col.  Hollingfworth,  the  fum  of 
I  626  dollars  and  ££ths,  for  fupplies  of  rations,  and  waggons  for  the 
Virginia  battalions,  from  the  Head-of-Elk  to  Chefter  ;  he  to  be 
accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler's  application  to  the  eaftern 
ftates,  and  to  the  ftate  of  New-York,  for  their  militia,  is  approved  : 

That  the  refolution  for  fending  home  the  Canadians,  be  fulpen- 
ded  till  farther  orders  : 

That  the  board  of  war  order  the  feveral  prifoners,  in  Philadel- 
phia, to  the  places  of  their  deflination,  and  that  they  Avrite  to  the 
feveral  committees,  who  have  the  charge  of  prifoners,  not  to  fuffer 
them  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  allowed  them,  nor  to  permit  any  of 
them  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  without  leave  firft  obtained  from  the 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Antil,  with  her  child,  and  filler,  Mifs  Col- 
den,  be  permitted  to  go  to  general  Mercer,  who  is  defired  to  per- 
mit them  to  proceed  to  New-York,  taking  efpecial  care,  that  they 
carry  no  intelligence  to  the  enemy. 

The  fecret  committee  reported,  that  the  cargo  lately  arrived  at 
Portfmouth,  in  the  brig  Marquis  of  Kildare,  captain  Palmer,  con- 
ilfts  of  the  following  articles,  viz.  5000  lb.  of  powder,  250  fmall 
arms,  100,000  flints,  4000  yards  of  fmall  canvafs,  4  to  500  jac- 
kets, 100  knapfacks,  100  leggins,  80  large  rugs,  2  bales  of  woollens, 
1  bale  of  linens,  and  10  tons  of  lead  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  powder,  100  fmall  arms,  2000  flints,  part  of 
the  canvafs,  80  rugs,  and  part  of  the  lead,  be  applied  by  the  con- 
tinental agent  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  frigate  Rawleigh  : 

That  60,000  flints  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington  : 

That  38,000  flints,  150  fmall  arms,  100  knapfacks,  100  leggins, 
and  8  tons  of  lead,  be  fent  to  the  northern  army,  under  general 
Schuyler  and  general  Gates  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  canvafs  be  made  into  tents,  and  fent 
to  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  jackets,  if  fit  for  foldiers,  be  fent  to  the  northern  army; 
if  fit  for  failors,  that  they  be  diftributed  amongfl  the  continental 
frigates  at  Portfmouth  and  Bofton  : 

That  the  two  bales  of  woollens  be  made  up  into  foldier's  cloths, 
for  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  bale  of  linens,  if  fit  for  foldiers'  fhirts,  or  other  purpofes, 
for  the  army,  be  made  up,  and  fent  to  the  northern  army  ;  if  not  fuit- 
able  for  public  ufe,  that  they  be  fold  to  the  bed  advantage. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles 
Roberts,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  difagreed  to. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pofxponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  October  23,   1776. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that  a  veffel  from  London  to  Quebec, 
loaden  with  dry  goods,  among  which  are  a  quantity  of  blankets  and 
coarfe  cloths,  fit  for  foldiers'  clothing,  was  lately  taken,  and 
brought  to  Rhode-Ifland : 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Cooke  be  requefted  immediately  to  purchafe, 
at  continental  expenfe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  all  the  faid  blankets  and  cloths  ;  that  the  blankets  be  fent 
to  general  Wafhington,  and  the  cloths  made  up,  agreeable  to  the 
directions  of  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafter-general. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  clothing  forward  the  above  re- 
folution,  and  acquaint  general  Washington  and  brigadier-general 
Mifflin  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  two  more  brigadier  generals  be  appointed  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  William  Maxwell,  and  co- 
lonel  William  Smallwood,  were  elected. 

Certain  refolutions,  paffed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland,  re- 
fpectingthe  railing  the  eight-battalions  allotted  to  their  ftate,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are 
directed  to  report  an  anfwer  thereto. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  to  confider  in 
what  way  Monf.  De  Roche  Fermoy  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  continent  : 

That  the  application  in  favour  of  lieutenant  Von  Hederich  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  Samuel  Fairlamb's  account  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  for  waggonage,  boat-hire,  See.  trans- 
porting carpenters  and  their  baggage  from  Philadelphia  to  Powles- 
hook,  after  deducting  two  dollars,  and  the  fum  of  23  dollars  and 
-l^-ths,  for  the  hire  of  a  four-horfe  team  of  William  Allen,  deducted 
for  want  of  a  voucher,  and  two  dols.  paid  by  capt.  Cafdorp,  94dols. 

That  they  have  examined  the  account  of  Elihu  Spencer,  for  his 
falary,  as  a  miffionary  to  North-Carolina,  from  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1775,  to  the  4th  of  May,  1776,  being  4  months  and  21  days, 
at  40  dollars  a-month,  186  dollars  and  4ftns  : 

That  the  faid  miffionary  ought  to  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  his 
falary,  16  dollars  per  month,  which  is  75  dollars  and  -~§-ths  : 

That  he  received  a  warrant  of  the  20th  of  December  laft,  for 
120  dollars,  and  that  there  is  now  due  to  him,  the  fum  of  141  dol- 
lars and  l^-ths  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Alexander  M'Whorter,  miffionary  to  North- 
Carolina,  for  the  like  time,  at  the  falary  of  40  dollars,  and  allow- 
ance of  16  dollars  a-month,  after  deducting  120  dollars  he  receiv- 
ed, the  fum  of  141  dollars  and  f-jyths  : 

That  there  is  due  to  adjutant  Chriftian  Ferbiger  and  lieutenant 
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Archibald  Steel,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  latter,  for  2  months'  extraor- 
dinary pay  to  Ferbiger,  at  18  dollars    and  id,     Dots.  36  ffibs. 
For  two  months'  ditto,  to  Steel,  as  lieut.  at   1  8  dols.   36 
For  8  months,  22  days,  to  ditto,  as  adjutant,  from 
the  9th  of  November,  to  the  1ft  of  Auguft,  1776,  at 
18  dollars  and  id,  —  —  160  w 


The  whole  amounting  to     Dols.   232  %%tb$. 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Dunlap,  for  97  reams  of  cartridge- 
paper,  fent  to  Ticonderoga,  323  dollars  and  -|°ths  : 

To  Alexander  Rutherford,  for  100  bayonet  fcabbards  fupplied 
captain  R.  Falkner,  of  the  5th  Virginia  regiment,  40  dollars  : 

To  captain  Hendrick  Smock,  for  expenfes  of  a  guard  and  pri- 
soners, from  head-quarters,  New-Jerfey,  to  Philadelphia,  44  dollars 
and  ||ths  : 

To  Rene  O.  H.  de  Rouville,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allow- 
ance from  the  16th  January  to  13th  July  laft,  25  weeks  and-5-ths, 
at  2  dollars  a-week,  51  dollars  and  -ffths  : 

For  his  fervant's  allowance,  25  weeks  and  4-ths,  34  dollars  and 
souis  . 

Amounting  to  85  dollars  and|-|ths: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Upon  application  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware, 

Resolved,  That  120  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Wood- 
gate,  of  colonel  Patterfon's  battalion,  he  to  account  for  the  fame 
with  the  pay-mafter  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  colonel  M.  Hazen  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  966  dollars  and  Ids  be  paid  to  colo- 
nel Mofes  Hazen,  for  his  farming,  fmith's  and  potafh,  carpenter's, 
joiner's,  cooper's,  and  ftave-maker's  tools,  and  for  anchors  and  ca- 
bles, faid  to  be  taken  by,  and  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  army 
under  general  Montgomery  : 

That  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  the  faid  colonel  Hazen, 
remain  on  the  original  eftablifhment  thereof,  and  be  recruited  to 
its  full  complement  in  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  as  it  was 
upon  thefe  terms  he  entered  into  the  fervice,  and  the  faid  regi- 
ment cannot  be  faid  to  belong  to  any  particular  ftate,  nor  to  be  any 
additional  expenfe  in  the  mode  of  officering  the  fame. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

»<52>es»» 


Thursday-,  October  24,    1776. 

A  petition  from  William  Moore  and  one  from  William  Rigg, 
were  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  ;  and 
that  the  faid  committee  furnifli  them  with  fubfiftence  during  their 
refidence  in  Philadelphia. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Horlock  and  ■ 
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Livingfton,  Efq;  for  leave  to  go  to  Bofton,  and  from  thence  back  to 
New-York  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  them  on  giving  their  parole. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  133  dollars  and  -id,  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  R.  Peters,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the  boad  of  war, 
to  pay  for  a  light-waggon  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Congrefs, 
and  that  he  be  empowered  to  purchafe  another  light-waggon. 

Resolved,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  contrail  with,  and  fend  an  active  wharf-builder,  and 
proper  affiftants  to  general  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
wharf-builders. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Virginia 
battalions  to  march  to  Trenton,  and  there  halt  until  farther  orders. 

A  reprefentation  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  to 
the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  D.  Franks  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
defiring  leave  for  himfelf,  and  Patrick  Rice,  his  clerk,  to  go  to  New- 
York,  in  order  to  lay  his  receipts  and  vouchers  for  the  provifions 
furnifhed  to  the  British  prifoners,  before  the  commiffary-general, 
and  obtain  certificates  to  be  prefented  to,  and  figned  by  the  gene- 
ral of  the  Britifh  forces,  without  which  he  cannot  be  reimburfed. 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted, them,  upon  giving  their  parole, 
not  to  give  any  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  that  they  will  return 
•to  this  city. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Eyre  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  petition  from  captain  Anftruther,  aprifoner,  and  one  from  Si- 
mon Carbolais,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  rejected  : 

Resolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  E.  Blaine,  Efq;  for 
the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifed  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Pennfyl- 
vania ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  October  25,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  R.  H.  Harrifon  was  read  ;  alfo  a  cer- 
tificate from  brigadier-general  H.  Mercer  and  P.  Dickinfon,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Rev.  John  Nevelling,  who  officiated  as  chaplain  to  nine 
battalions  of  New-Jerfey  : 

Ordered,  That  the  certificate  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
and  that  they  enquire  how  long  Mr.  Nevelling'  officiated,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  certificate,  and  allow  him  for  his  fervices,  at  the 
rate  of  50  dollars  a-month. 

A  petition  from  Alice  Brazier  and  daughter,  Hannah  Haynes 
and  Elizabeth  Bouve,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
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Resolved^  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Mofes  Ha- 
zen  towards  enlifling  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  P.  Zabrifkie  and  J.  Morgan  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Irwin  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  confer  with  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennsylvania,  refpecting 
the  fame,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Whipple  and  Mr.  Hart. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Chafe,  late  commander  of  the  Gafpe  Ihip  of  war,  for 
his  allowance  from  1ft  March  to  24th  October,  1776,  inclufive,  34 
■weeks,  at  2  dollars,  68  dollars. 

That  they  have  examined  an  account  exhibited  by  captain  Robert 
Cluggage,  for  fundry  articles  charged  to  him,  which  he  prays  an  al- 
lowance of,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  credited  for  the  following  fums, 
charged  in  the  Bedford  county  accounts,  viz. 

Drilling  for  haverfacks,  account  No.  1,  £ 

Part  of  articles  charged  in  account  No.  31, 

Cafli  paid  Bernard  Dougherty, 

An  over-charge  in  a  rifle  bought  of  William  Peeble, 

A   charge  of  Ab.    Cable,  Efq;  in  additional  ac- } 
count,  No.  2,  5 

Repairing  arms,    charged  in  colonel  Irwin's  ac-  } 
count,  per  vouchers,  No.  7  if  8,  5 

Occafional  expenfes  which  he  paid  for  his  compa- 
ny, on  their  march  from  Bedford  to  Bofton. 


6 

:    5  : 

10 

1  : 

13 

:    6 

0  : 

15 

:   0 

0  : 

10 

:   0 

9   :  7 


The  whole  amounting  to  82  dollars  and  |4tns«        ^"31    -.    1  :  10 

To  J.  Mitchel  for  expenfes  of  a  party  of  light-horfc.  .in  ;  with 
money  from  Philadelphia  toTiconderoga,  abalance  of  £.  32  ;  16:6, 
and  for  coach-hire,  expenfes,  &c.  for  himfelf  and  Mr.  Dunhip,  as 
a  guard  with  general  Prefcot  and  brigadier-general  M'Doaald, 
and  their  two  fervants  to  New-York,  to  be  exchanged,  £  78  :  17 
6,  both  fums  amounting  to  £  109  :  15  :  0,  equal  to  292  dollars 
and  -|^ths  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Hodgkin  and  Mr.  Cron- 
ftedt,  two  midfhipmen,  taken  prifoners,  three  weeks'  allowance  each, 
at  2  dollars,  12  dollars: 

To  Robert  Sherman,  Efq;  for  the  expenfes  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  army  at  New-York,  and  two 
fervants  ten  days  abfent,  76  dollars  and  H-ths,  to  be  paid  to  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  Efq; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  David 
Ziegler,  who  was  wounded,  and  is  come  to  Philadelphia  for  the 
purpofe  of  perfecting  his  cure. 

Resohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies  and 
conventions  of  the  United  States,   forthwith  to  import,  or  other- 


406  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Avife  procure,  full  fupplies  of  fire-arms,  bayonets,  brafs  or  other 
field-pieces,  powder,  lead,  flints,  medicines,  entrenching  tools,  tent- 
cloth,  blankets,  and  other  clothing,  for  fuch  of  their  militia,  as  are 
deficient  therein,  and  to  fend  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  a 
copy  of  their  refolutions  for  this  purpofe,  that  the  fame  may  be  laid 
before  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat,  October  28,    1776. 

Resolved^  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  engage  wharf-builders,  for  the  ufe  of  the  workmen  en- 
gaged, and  that  they  render  an  account  of  the  expenditure. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 7th,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  was  read,  together  with 
the  report  of  a  court  of  enquiry  appointed  to  difcover  what  ftores 
were  on  board  the  enemy's  fleet  taken  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence: 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  brigadier  Andrew  Lewis  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  William  Savage,  Thomas  Gorbett,  and  John 
Scott,  in  behalf  of  William  Willbn,  together  with  fundty  papers 
therein  referred  to,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  and  a 
letter  from  Thomas  Cufhing,  dated  in  Auguft,  were  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs. 

Resolved,  That  M.  du  Boys,  upon  refigning  his  commifTion,  have 
leave  to  return  to  Martinico. 

Congrefs,  being  informed  that  certain  perfons  were  bufy  in  mono- 
polizing and  engroffing  the  articles  neceffary  for  the  army,  with  a 
view  to  enhance  their  price,  and  prevent  the  army  from  being  fup- 
plied, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chcfen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Gerry  Zlf  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Irwin  was  re- 
ferred, reported,  that  they  have  conferred  with  the  council  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  who  fay,  they  have  fome  fait,  the  quantity  they  can- 
not afcertain,  which  they  are  willing  to  fell  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  t 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  apply  to  the  council  of  fafety, 
and  requeft  them  to  fell  to  Mr.  M.  Irwin,  for  the  ufe  of  the  armyj 
as  much  fait  as  they  can  pofiibly  fpare. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read; 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered 
to  employ  fuch  perfons  as  they  {hall  think  proper,  to  execute  the  bu- 
finefs  entrufted  to  them,  and  report  their  names  to  Congrefs : 

That  the  farther  connderation  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
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To  Thomas  Dunahoo,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
13th  July  to  25th  October,  inftant,  15  weeks,  at  1  dollar  and  Ad 
a-week,  20  dollars  : 

To  captain  William  Brady,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfon's  batta- 
lion, for  twelve  rifles,  purchafed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  company, 
177  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,   October  29,    1776. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Tim.  Dodd,  an  exprefs  from  Bof- 
ton,  who  was  entrufted  with  difpatches  from  general  Wafhington, 
has  had  them  ftolen  from  him  at  Briftol,  in  this  ftate, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed,  with  powers  to 
make  every  neceffary  enquiry,  and  to  take  every  neceffary  ftep  they 
think  proper,  for  the  recovery  of  the  faid  difpatches,  and  the  difco- 
very  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  by  whom  faid  papers  were  ftolen  ;  that 
if  they  have  good  reafon  to  fufpecl  any  perfon  or  perfons,  they  im- 
mediately fecure  them  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  return 
their  names,  with  the  caufes  of  fufpicion,  to  this  houfe  ;  that  they 
difpofe  of  the  continental  prifoners  at  Briftol  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  (hall  think  beft  : 

That  all  civil  officers  be  requefted,  and  all  continental  military 
officers  be  ordered,  to  afford  every  affiftance  that  may  be  required 
by  the  faid  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Hepkinfon. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Cadwallader  and  colonel  Bayard  be  re- 
quefted to  accompany  the  faid  committee  to  Briftol. 

Resolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  for 
the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Euckner,  of  the  6th  Virgi- 
nia battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Hughes  have  leave  to  go  to  the  Well-In- 
dies in  the  fchooner  Thiftle. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bache  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  &  Mr.  Livingfton. 

Whereas  the  fortifying  the  entrance  of  the  river  of  Cape-Fear, 
in  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  will  tend  greatly  to  the  advantage 
and  fecurity  of  that  ftate,  by  furni filing  a  fafe  harbour  for  foreign- 
ers, and  excluding  the  enemy's  fliips. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina,  to  fortify  and  fecure  immediately, 
at  the  expenfe  of  their  ftate,  the  entrance  of  the  faid  river,  by 
erecting  batteries  and  other  works  of  defence,  by  placing  obftruc- 
tions  in  proper  parts  of  the  faid  river,  and  purfuing  fuch  other 
meafures,  as,  in  their  opinion,  will  beft  conduce  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  the  enemy's  [hips,  and  protect  the  trade  of  the  laid  ftate  ; 
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and,  in  cafe  heavy  cannon  cannot  be  procured  in  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina,  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  faid  convention,  to  apply- 
to  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  requefting  the  loan  of  fuch  cannon  as 
they  can  fpare  from  their  own  neceflities,  who,  it  is  not  doubted, 
will  contribute,  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  accomplilh  a 
purpofe  which  will  be  of  general  utility  to  the  fouthern  dates. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  marine 
Committee  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  private  {hip  or  veffel  of  war,  merchant-fhips, 
or  other  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubjects  of  thefe  ftates,  be  permit- 
ted to  wear  pendants  when  in  company  with  continental  mips  or 
veffels  of  war,  without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  thereof. 

That,  if  any  merchant-fhip  or  veffel  {hall  wear  pendants  in  com- 
pany with  continental  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  without  leave  from 
the  commander  thereof,  fuch  commander  be  authorized  to  take 
away  the  pendant  from  the  offender. 

That,  if  private  fhips  or  veffels  of  war  refufe  to  pay  the  refpedt 
due  to  the  continental  {hips  or  veffels  of  war,  the  captain  or  com- 
mander, fo  refufmg,  {hall  lofe  his  commiffion. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  October  30,    1776. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Mr.  Allen,  for  his  expenfes  while  detained  here  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  taking  charge  of  the  money  for  Virginia,  the  fum  of  17 
dollars  and  -f^-ths  : 

That  a  farther  fum  of  77  dollars  and  -ffths  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Fairlarnb,  which  will  be  the  balance  due  to  him  on  his  account  as 
it  now  {lands,  exclufive  of  his  requeft  for  a  farther  allowance  on 
the  ration-ftipulation  in  his  contract,  and  of  27  cords  of  wood,  not 
allowed  for  want  cf  vouchers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  30  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Moore, 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  colonel  M.  Hazen  was  read  ;  alfo,  a 
petition  from  Andrew  Stalker,  late  commander  of  the  brig  Three- 
Friends,  praying  for  leave  to  depart  the  ftates  of  America,  and 
revifit  his  native  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Tillman  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  governor  Livingfton  was  read,  and 
referred  to  Dr.  Rufli,  Mr.  Rofs,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Scott,  of 
the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufegger> 
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of  the  German  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  Jacob  Myle  to  be  quarter- 
anafter,  and  Eberhart  Michael,  pay-mafter,  to  the  German  battalion; 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiflions  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

Mr.  Duche  having,  by  a  letter  to  the  prefident,  acknowledged 
his  obligations  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  Congrefs  have  expref- 
fed  their  approbation  of  his  fervice,  and  requefted,  as  he  accepted 
their  appointment  from  motives  perfe&Iy  difmterefted,  that  the 
1 50  dollars  voted  to  him,  may  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  fuch  of  the  Pennfylvania  officers,  as  have  fallen  in 
battle  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  : 

Resolved,  That  the  money  be  depofited  with  the  council  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  applied  agreeable  to  the  re  que  ft  of  Mr.  Duche* 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor  Li- 
vingfton's  letter. 

Resolved,  That  133  dollars  and -Id  be  advanced  to  Evans  and 
Stretch,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  guard  going  with  money' 
and  clothing  for  the  northern  army,  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  clue, 

To  Monf.  Pierre  Gamelin,  a  prifoner  from  Canada,  for  his  al- 
lowance from  26th  March  to  28th  October,  inclufive,  being  31 
weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  62  dollars  : 

To  Marcus  Lucullus  Ryal,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
22d-Auguft  to  24th  October,  inclufive,  9  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  18 
dollars  : 

To  lieut.  Jacob  Schalch,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from  19th 
July,  to  25th  October,  inclufive,  14  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  28  dollars: 

To  Dr.  James  Gill,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from  19th  July 
to  25th  October,  inclufive,  14  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  28  dollars: 

To  lieut.  Simon  Evans,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from  23d 
Auguft  to  1  8th  October,  inclufive,  8  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  16  dollars; 

To  Pelatiah  Webfter,  for  200  lb.  rhubarb,  600  dollars: 

To  Alexander  Middleton,  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  for  his 
account  of  medicines,  board,  nurfmg,  and  neceffaries  for  the  fick  of 
the  faid  battalion,  86  dollars  and  -|5.ths: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  refolutions  of  the 
convention  of  Maryland,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  convention  of  Mary- 
land, and  inform  them,  that  their  refolutions  relative  to  their  pay- 
ing ten  dollars  in  lieu  of  the  100  acres  of  land,  determined  by 
Congrefs  to  be  given  to  fuch  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers 
as  fhall  enlift  to  ferve  during  the  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  if  carried  into  execution,  prove  extremely  detrimental  to 
thefe  ftates,  as  it  will,  in  all  probability,  induce  fuch  foldiers  a? 
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are  to  compofe  the  remainder  of  the  levies,  to  require  an  equal  Turn 

from  the  United  States,  and  by  refufing  to  enlift  until  their  demands 

fhall  be  complied  with,  compel  the  Congrefs  to  the  immediate  pay- 

t  of  an  additional  bounty,  far  beyond  what  is  reafonable: 

That  this  houfe,  being  fatisfied  with  the  propriety  of  offering  land 
to  the  foldiery,  as  an  inducement  to  enlift  in  the  fervice,  cannot 
refcind  the  faid  refolution,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  faith,  which 
this  houfe,  by  virtue  of  the  power  with  which  they  were  verted, 
has  plighted,  muft  be  obligatory  upon  their  conftituents;  that  no 
one  ftate  can,  by  its  own  aft,  be  releafed  therefrom,  and  that  the 
interell  of  the  United  States  would  be  deeply  and  injurioufly  af- 
fected, Ihould  the  Congrefs,  at  this  time,  confent  to  a  compromife 
between  any  ftate  and  the  forces  to  be  by  them  raifed: 

That  the  faid  convention,  by  their  faid  refolutions,  feem  to  ap- 
prehend, that  their  rtate  would  be  obliged,  in  their  individual  capa- 
city, to  make  good  the  bounty  of  land  hereafter  to  be  given  to  the 
foldiery;  whereas,  it  was  the  intention  of  Congrefs  to  provide  the 
laid  land  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  faid  convention  be  requefted  to  reconfider  the  faid  re- 
folutions, and  to  give  to  their  commiffioners,  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  camp,  fuch  inftructions  as  will  enable  them  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  views  of  Congrefs:  That  the  faid  convention  be  informed, 
that  the  pay-mafter-general  has  been  furnifhed  with  a  fum  of  money 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  bounty  of  20  dols.  ordered  by  Congrefs 
to  fuch  foldiers  as  (hall  enlift  to  ferve  the  United  States  during  the  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  marine  committee;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  officers  of  marines  be  the  fame  as 
officers  of  fimilar  commiffions  in  the  land-fervice  : 

That  the  commanders,  officers,  feamen  and  marines  in  the  con- 
tinental navy,  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  merchantmen,  tranfports 
and  ftore-fhips  by  them  taken,  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  No- 
vember, 1776,  to  be  divided  amongft  them  in  the  (hares  and  pro- 
portions fixed  by  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commanders,  officers,  feamen  and  marines  in  the  conti- 
nental navy,  be  entitled  to  the  whole  value  of  all  fhips  and  veflels 
of  war  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  by  them  made  prize 
of,  and  all  privateers  authorized  by  his  Britannic  majefty  to  Avar 
againft  thefe  ftates,  to  be  divided  as  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  naval  officers,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.AYhipple  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


THunsDAr,  October  31,    1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  general  Green,  was  read. 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 
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Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Zebulon 
Butler,  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  companies  railed  in  the  town  of 
Weftmoreland,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  leave  be  granted  to  colonel  Z.  Butler,  or  his  agent,  to  pur- 
chafe  of  the  fait  belonging  to  the  continent,  fifty  bulhels,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continental -troops  raifed  in  Weftmoreland. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  R.  Harrifon,  the  general's  fecretary, 
■was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  ftric\  enquiry  refpec\ing  fome 
late  difpatches  from  head-quarters,  faid  to  have  been  loft  on  Mon- 
day laft  at  Briftol,  reported, 

That  they  have  purfued  every  probable  method,  that  might  lead 
to  a  difcovery  of  the  faid  difpatches,  without  effect ;  that  they  have 
ftricfly  and  carefully  examined  every  perfon,  who  could  be  fuppofed 
to  have  any  knowledge  of  the  circumftances  related  by  the  exprefs, 
charged  with  the  laid  difpatches,  refpecfing  his  lofs,  but  can  difco- 
ver  no  traces  of  the  robbery  or  Health  ;  that  the  faid  exprefs  does 
not  give  fo  clear  and  fatisfactory  an  account  of  this  matter  as  fully 
to  exculpate  himfelf  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  and  that  they 
have  therefore  brought  him  back  for  the  farther  examination  of 
Congrefs  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Dod,  who  had  charge  of  the  difpatches 
from  general  Waihington,  and  alleges  he  loft  them  at  Briftol, 
be  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  R.  Jewell,  keeper  of  the  public  pri- 
fon,  to  be  fafely  kept  till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  : 

That  Mr.  Jewell  be  directed  to  keep  Timothy  Dod  in  his  own 
apartments  and  family,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  the  prifoners,  nor 
any  perfon,  except  thofe  of  his  own  family,  to  converfe  with  him, 
till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
effectual  plan  for  fuppreffing  the  internal  enemies  of  America,  and 
preventing  a  communication  of  intelligence  to  our  other  enemies. 

The  members  chofe,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Rofs. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  remove  the  prifoners  from  Brif- 
tol, and  the  public  poft  roads,  to  fome  convenient  places  back  in 
the  country  : 

That  they  have  a  fufficient  guard  kept  at  the  public  prifon,  and 
over  the  continental  ftores  in  and  near  Philadelphia. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  fundry  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  United  States,  to  keep  fupplies  from  the  army,  or 
promote  their  own  intereft,  have  purchafed  considerable  quantities 
of  clothing,  and  refufe  to  dilpofe  of  the  fame,  unlefs  upon  extra- 
vagant or  unreafonable  terms  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conven- 
tions, councils  or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  feveral  ftates,  forth- 
with to  take  fuitable  meafures  for  obtaining,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army,  fuch  neceffary  articles,  as  being  thus  engroffed  in  their  re- 
fpe&ive  ftates,  cannot  be   otherwife  immediately  procured,  allow- 
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ing  to  the  owners  reafonable  prices  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  laws  be 
provided  in  each  of  the  ftates,  for  effectually  preventing  monopolies 
of  neceffaries  for  the  army,  or  inhabitants  of  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Bache's  letter  was 
referred,  report,  as  foon  as  poffible,  ways  and  means  of  eftablifhing 
expreffes,  and  conveying  intelligence  to  and-from  the  army,  with 
fafety  and  difpatch. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November    1,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  Acklam  Ronfield,  or  order, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  J.  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy  pay-maf- 
ter-general  in  the  northern  department,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a 
draught  in  his  favour  by  the  faid  J.  Trumbull,  dated  at  Albany, 
15th  October,  1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
in  the  fourth,  fifth  and  lixth  Virginia  battalions,  agreeable  to  the 
lift  given  in  to  the  board  of  war  by  general  Stephens. 

Resolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate  ;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

A  petition  from  fundry  (hip-joiners  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  direft  four  companies  of  the 
Virginia  battalion  on  the  Eaftern  Shore,  to  march,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  field-officer,  to  Dover,  in  Delaware  government,  and 
there  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  ways  and  means  of  Supplying  the  treafury  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  fum  of  money  be  raifed  byway  of  lottery,  for 
defraying  the  expenfes  of  the  next  campaign,  the  lottery  to  be 
drawn  in  Philadelphia  : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  prepare 
the  plan  of  a  lottery,  fix  the  number  of  managers,  and  the  fecurity 
by  them  to  be  given,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafurv  lay  before  Congrefs,  once 
every  week,  an  account  of  what  part  of  the  laft  emiffion  of  money 
remains  unexpended. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fupply  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 
for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  with  a  quantity  of  military  ftores,  firft  in- 
forming Congrefs  of  the  quantity  applied  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pcftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Sa'Turdat,  November  2,    1776. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  treafury  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  dire&ed  to  prepare  all 
the  materials,  and  to  have  ready  for  a  new  emiflion,  five  millions  of 
dollars,  to  be  iffued  when  Congrefs  fhall  direct : 

That  500,000  dollars  be  fpeedily  iffued  in  fmall  bills  of  two- 
thirds,  one-third,  one-ftxth,  and  one-ninth  of  a  dollar. 

A  petition  from  John  Bates  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  who  contracted 
with  him. 

Resolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Mofes  Ha- 
zen,  for  recruiting  his  regiment  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Ifaac  Dennis,  and  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Lewis,  Efq;  for 
dieting  80  men,  and  oats,  &c.  for  horfes,  of  capt.  Thomas  Price's 
company,  in  New-York  government,  13  dollars  and  f-g-ths  : 

To  Bartholomew  Van  Keer,  for  his  pay  as  brigadier-major,  from 
20th  June  to  20th  October,  4  months,  at  33  dollars,  132  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  governor  Living-Ron's  letter  was  refer- 
red, brought  In  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  confider  the  ap- 
plication for  employing  Mr.  Roche  de  Fermoy  in  the  continental 
fervice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  November  4,    1776. 
The  honorable  Matthew  Thornton,  Efq;  a  delegate  from  New- 
Hampfhire,  attended,  and   produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  New-Hampshire  : 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  September  2,  1776. 

Voted%  That  the  hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Efq;  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appointed  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  ftate  at  the  continental 
Congrefs  for  one  year  next  enfuing.     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

P.  White,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  Eodem  Die. 
Read  and  concurred  :  E.  Thompson,  Secretary. 

A  copy,  examined  by  E.  Thompson,  Secretary." 

Two  letters  of  the  25th  October,  and  1ft  November,  from  R.  H. 
Harrifon  ;  one  from  R.  Stockton  and  G.  Clymer,  of  the  26th  Oc- 
tober ;  one,  of  the  23d,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  the  19th  October,  from  G.  Mafon,  chairman  oi  ^f 
committee  of  Fairfax  county,  in  Virginia,  enclofing  a  refolutionof 
the  council  of  Virginia,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Whereas  it  is  manifeft,  that  unlefs  effectual  meafures  are  imme- 
diately taken  for  re-enlifting  the  army,  the  fafety  of  the  ftates  may 
be  greatly  endangered  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  inform  him,  that  if,  upon  receipt  of  this  rcfolution,  commiffion- 
ers  from  the  refpective  ftates,  for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  officers, 
fliall  not  have  arrived,  he  is  then,  after  confulting  and  advihng  with 
fuch  of  his  generals  as  he  can  conveniently  call  together,  immedi- 
ately to  grant  warrants  to  fuch  of  the  officers  from  the  refpeftive 
ftates,  which  have  not  commiffioners  prefent  authorized  as  afore- 
faid,  as  he  fliall  think  deferving  of  commiffions  : 

That  the  officers  fo  to  be  appointed,  proceed,  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  to  recruit  their  regiments  to  their  full  complement  : 

That  commiffions  be  fent  to  general  Walhington  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  to  be  given  to  fuch  officers  as  he  fliall  appoint  by  warrants, 
in  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refolution  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  deli  red  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  he 
fliall  think  moft  proper  for  continuing  the  militia  now  in  camp. 

That,  for  this  purpofe,  he  write  to  fuch  of  the  ftates  as  now  have 
militia  in  the  government  of  New-York,  requefting  their  affiftance 
in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  that  he  be  farther  defired  to  apply  to  the 
neighbouring  ftates  for  fuch  additional  aid  as  he  may  require  ; 

That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  general  Schuyler. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  T.  Cufhing  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

It  being  reprefented  that  fome  of  the  marines  in  the  barracks, 
are  lick ; 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Rufii  be  defired  to  take  them  under  his  care, 
and  fee  that  they  be  properly  provided  for. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
Mr.  Bache's  letter  was  referred,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  di- 
rected to  meet  on  that  bufilnefs  this  evening  at  this  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  waggon-mafter-general  be  directed  to  take 
charge  of  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  prepare  thera 
for  fervice,  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDjr,  November  5,  1776. 
Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  a  delegate   from  Virginia,    attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read 
as  follows  ; 
«  Virginia.  In  the  House  of  Delegates, Thursday,  Oct.  10,  1776. 
The  houfe,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  by  ballot 
to  the  appointment  of  a  delegate,  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  general 
Congrefs,   in  the  room  of  Thomas  Jefferfon,  Efq;  and  the  men> 
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bers  having  prepared  tickets  for  the  perfon  to  be  appointed,  and  put 
the  fame  into  a  box,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
fame,  who  reported,  that  they  had  met  a  committee  from  the  fenate 
in  the  conference  room,  and  had,  jointly  with  them,  examined  the 
ballot  boxes,  and  that  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows  :  For  Ben- 
jamin Harrifon,  Efq;  69,  —  Merewether  Smith,  Efq;  5. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  faid  Benjamin  Harrifon  be  ap- 
pointed a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  general  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  are  juftlydue 
to  the  faid  Benjamin  Harrifon,  for   the  diligence,  ability  and  inte- 
grity, with  which  he  executed  the  important  truft  repofed  in  him  as 
one  of  the  delegates  from  this  country  to  the  general  Congrefs. 
A  copy:  John  Tazewell,  Clk.  of  the  House  of  Delegates." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harrifon  be  added  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
that  he  be  continued  in  all  thofe  {landing  committees,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  when  he  left  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  October,  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  was  read. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  accounts  for  fervices  done,  or  articles  fup- 
plied  the  northern  army,  be  prefented  to  the  commiffioners  for  fet- 
tling accounts,  and  fo  much  thereof  as  is  approved  by  them,  and 
confirmed  by  the  general,  be  paid  by  his  warrants  on  the  pay-maf- 
ter,  after  the  commiffioners  have  certified  thereon,  that  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  are  returned  to  them  by  the  perfons  receiving 
fuch  warrants  : 

That  all  warrants  of  the  general  on  the  pay-mafter  for  fervices  to 
be  performed,  or  articles  to  be  fupplied,  be  fent  by  the  pay-mafter 
to  the  office,  and  entered  in  the  books  of  the  commiffioners  ;  after 
which,  the  faid  commiffioners  {hall,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  judge  ex- 
pedient, call  to  account  the  perfons  receiving  fuch  advances  ;  and 
having  fettled  the  faid  accounts,  they  fhall  be  filed  in  their  office  : 

That  when  any  balance  appears  to  be  due  to  the  United  States, 
from  perfons,  whofe  accounts  are  adjufted  as  aforefaid,  they  fhall 
be  received  by  the  commiffioners,  and  delivered  to  the  pay-mafter, 
whofe  receipts  therefor  fhall  be  tranfmittecl  to  the  treafury  : 

That  the  commiffioners  be  empowered  to  adminifter  oaths  or  af- 
firmations to  perfons  examined  by  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
office  : 

-That  the  generals'  and  pay-mafters'  accounts  be  fent  to  the  trea- 
fury office  by  the  commiffioners,  together  with  the  pay-rolls  and 
accounts  difcharged  by  the  fame,  upon  their  adjufting  the  ac- 
counts of  the  northern  army  to  the  end  of  the  prefent  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners,  appointed  to  fettle  the  ac- 
counts of  the  army  near  New-York,  be  directed  to  govern  their 
conduct  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  refolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  inftructions  be  given  to  the  com- 
miffioners of  the  northern  army  : 

1.  That,  in  adjufting  the  accounts  of  perfons,  whofe  particular 
circumftances  may  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  vouchers, 
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or  that,  on  the  retreat  of  the  army,  have  loft  the  fame,  the  commif- 
lioners endeavour  to  obtain  the  beft  information  from  the  general 
officers,  or  other  perfons  in  that  department,  and  ufe  a  difcretionary 
power  in  adminiftering  oaths  or  affirmations  for  this  purpofe. 

2.  That  there  not  having  been  a  mufter-mafter  in  the  northern 
army  during  the  laft  and  prefent  campaign,  the  commiflioners  par- 
ticularly attend  to  the  pay-rolls  that  (hall  be  produced  as  vouchers 
by  the  pav-mafter,  and  ftiould  any  faults  appear,  report  them  to  the 
general,  that  the  fame  may  be  thoroughly  inveftigated. 

3.  That  in  other  inftances,  the  commiflioners  do  not  interfere 
-with  the  mufter  or  pay-rolls,  unlefs,  in  particular  cafes,  it  fhall  be 
judged  expedient  by  the  general  and  themfelves. 

4.  That  the  commiflioners  do  not  concern  themfelves  in  difputes 
about  back-rations  or  allowances  for  vegetables  faid  to  be  due  to 
fome  officers  and  foldiers,  but  leave  them  with  the  commiffary, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  regulate  fuch  difputes. 

5.  That  where  any  perfon  has  done  the  duty  of  a  deputy  or  af- 
fiftant  commiffary,  by  delire  of  a  general  officer,  or  the  commiffary 
or  deputy  commiffary-generals,  he  be  allowed  for  his  fervices,  al- 
though he  has  not  received  a  commiflion  for  that  purpofe. 

6.  That  demands  for  defending  the  frontiers  of  any  of  the  ftates, 
if  on  account  of  troops  not  railed  by  order  of  Congrefs,  be  not  con- 
fidered  by  the  commiflioners. 

7.  That  the  commiflioners  certify  to  the  general  the  accounts 
to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  that  if  the  military  cheft  is  fupplied,  the  gene- 
rrl  may  ifiue  his  warrants  accordingly. 

8.  That  the  commiflioners  fend  to  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  and 
to  the  ftates  to  the  eaftward  thereof,  if  fuch  accounts  are  not  for- 
warded agreeable  to  a  circular  letter  from  the  treafury-board  to 
the  faid  ftates. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Livingfton,  and 
requeft  him  to  fend  two  companies  of  militia  to  guard  the  falt- 
works  near  Tom's-river,  and  one  company  to  be  ftationed  at  or 
near  Shrewfbury,  to  intercept  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  intelligence  faid 
to  be  carried  on  between  the  tories  and  lord  Howe's  fleet  ;  that  the 
companies  confift  of  fifty  men  each. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Traverfes  was  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  Jofeph  Tra- 
verfes ;  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  on  the  fettlement  of  his  account. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Richard  Bache,  comp- 
troller of  the  pod-office,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  for  obtaining  early  and  frequent  intelligence 
from  the  camps  at  White-Plains  and  Ticonderoga,  or  fuch  other 
places  as  the  armies  now,  or  lately  there,  may  march,  or  have 
marched  to,  and  forwarding  difpatches  to  the  commanding  officers 
with  the  like  expedition,  the  poft-mafter  general  do  immediately 
employ  fo  many  more  riders,  between  Philadelphia  and  head-quar- 
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ters  of  thefe  armies,  as  be  mall  judge  will  mod  effectually  per- 
form that  very  important,  and,  at  this  time  more  efpecially,  necef- 
fary  fervice ;  and  that  he  endeavour,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power, 
to  procure  fober,  diligent,  and  trufty  perfons  to  undertake  it  ;  and 
guard,  in  the  belt  manner  he  is  able,  againfl  robberies  of  the  mails, 
or  loffes  of  their  contents  otherwife  : 

That  all  ferry-keepers  be  enjoined,  as  much  as  they  are  able,  to 
expedite  the  paffage  of  poft-riders  and  other  perfons  charged  with 
letters,  difpatches,  or  meffages,  from  or  to  Congrefs;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  feveral  legillatures  of  the  United  States,  to 
enforce  the  obfervance  of  this  refolution  : 

That  expreffes  andfpecial  mefiengers,  employed  in  the  public  fer- 
vice, taking  and  carrying  private  letters  and  packets,  ought  not  to 
receive  the  wages  they  would  otherwife  be  entitled  to  : 

That  the  deputy  poft-mafter  at  head- quarters  be  allowed  four  ra- 
tions, every  day,  out  of  the  public  ftores  there,  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
bimfelf,  his  riders,  and  fervant. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  the  chevalier  Roche 
de  Fermoy  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  Matthias  Alexis  Roche  de  Fermoy, 
be  appointed  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  accounts 
of  Benjamin  Eyre,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Gady  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to 
audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  northern  army,  and  that  they 
report  fpecially  thereon. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New-York 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr. 
Hart. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

IVednesdat,  November  6,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  enclofing  one  of  the 
2d  from  brigadier-general  Parfons  ;  one,  of  the  30th  October,  from 
general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  encloiing  inftructions  for  officers  ap- 
pointed to  recruit  for  the  fervices  of  the  United  States;  one,  of  the 
31ft  October,  from  J.  Trumbull,  deputy  pay-mafter-general  ;  and 
one,  of  the  fame  date,  from  governor  Trumbull,  enclofing  a  refolve 
of  the  general  arTembly  of  Connecticut,  appointing  John  Lawrence, 
Efq;  of  Hartford,  commiffionar  to  fuperintend  the  loan-office  in 
that  ftate,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  and  that  from  Mr. 
Harrifon,  with  the  letter  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  that  from  J.  Trum- 
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bull,  pay-mafter,  alfo  the  letter  of  the  29th  Auguft  from  gen. Schuy- 
ler, together  with  the  memorial  from  col.  Brown,  and  the  officers' 
certificates  enclofed  therein,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  a  court  of  enquiry  appointed  by  gen. 
Schuyler,  and  held  at  Albany  the  5th  Oftober,  in  confequence  of 
a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  30th  of  July  laft,  confirming  gen. 
Montgomery's promife  to  give  to  the  troops  concerned  in  taking  the 
veffels  on  the  Sorrell,  all  the  public  ftores,  except  ammunition  and 
provifions,  on  board  thereof,  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  for 
adjufting  the  accounts  of  the  northern  army  ;  that  they  be  directed 
to  make  ftrict  enquiry  into  the  matter,  and  inform  themfelves,  by 
the  evidence  of  perfons  who  ferved  at  that  time  as  quarter-mafter 
and  commiffary  of  ftores  in  the  faid  army,  and  of  others,  what  part, 
or  whether  any,  of  the  ftores  mentioned  in  the  report,  were  taken 
for  the  public  fervice  ;  that  they  allow  to  the  officers  and  men 
which  they  find  entitled  thereto,  the  amount  of  fo  many  of  the 
ftores  as  (ball  appear  to  have  been  taken  for  the  army  as  aforefaid, 
and  have  not  been  paid  for,  after  deducting  therefrom,  fuch  reason- 
able expenfes  as  ha\'e  accrued  to  any  of  the  captors  in  obtaining  an 
adjuftment  of  the  prize-money,  and  ordering  the  amount -of  fuch 
articles  of  the  prize-goods  as  the  faid  captures  have  received,  and 
were  not  given  them  as  bounties,  to  be  deducted  from  their  refpec- 
tive  proportions  ;  that  the  pay-mafter  be  directed,  upon  receiving 
gen.  Schuyler's  warrant  for  payment  of  the  fame,  to  proportion  it 
•among!!  fuch  officers  and  men,  as  the  general  and  commiffioners 
Shall  direc!,  agreeable  to  the  pay  allowed  by  the  eftablifhment  at  that 
time,  without  any  regard  to  rations. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  three  perfons,  well  {killed  in  maritime  affairs,  be 
immediately  appointed  to  execute  the  bufinefs  of  the  navy,  under 
the  direction  of  the  marine-committee. 

The  remainder  of  the  report,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony,  was  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Crdered,Th?Lt  commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  captains  and  Subal- 
terns of  the  6th  Virginia  battalion,  and  that  the  dates  be  filled  up 
by  general  Stephens. 

Resolved,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Lawfon,  of 
the  4th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  payment  of  the  faid  battalion, 
he  to  be  accountable,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Gafkins. 

Two  bills  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  ;  one  drawn  by  general  Lee 
fnr  64  dollars,  dated  Peteriburgh,  2  8th  September,  1776  ;  the  other, 
of  the  fame,  by  Jacob  Morris,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Lee,  fori  50 
dollars,  both  in  favour  of  John  Bannifter,  and  drawn  upon  William 
Palfrey.  Eio;  pay-mafter  at  Philadelphia  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  ge- 
neral Lee. 
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Resolved,  That  Willie  Jones,  Efq;  of  Halifax,  Robert  Smith, 
Efq;  of  Edenton,  and  Alexander  Telfer,  Efq;  of  Halifax,  or  any 
two  of  them,  be  appointed  to  audit  and  fettle  the  continental  ac- 
counts in  Virginia. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Wallace,  and  to  be  paid  to  Charles  Rifk,  for  vic- 
tualling 45  men  of  the  flying-camp,  4.45  dollars  : 

To  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq;  for  his  and  J.  Wilfon,  Efq;  expen- 
fes,  Sec.  at  Briftol,  to  make  enquiry  refpecliing  difpatches  fent  from 
head-quarters,  and  loft,  by  the  exprefs,  25.60  dollars  : 

To  Sebaftian  Miller,  for  the  hire  of  a  waggon  with  money  from 
Philadelphia  to  Bofton,  65.30  dollars  : 

To  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for  half  a-year's  falary 
due  the  9th  of  October  laft,  533.30  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  fhip  Lady  Catharine,  George  Ord,  mafter,  which  was  fent 
out  laft  winter,  being  returned, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  voyage,  and  report  in  what  manner 
the  cargo  imported  is  to  be  difpofed  of. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  7,    1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Connolly  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  ftate  of  prifoners  in  the  public  gaol  of  Philadelphia. 

Whereas  the  late  major-general  Ward,  fince  his  refignation  of 
his  truft,  has  continued  in  command,  in  the  eaftern  department,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  ftill  continues  therein 
at  the  requeft  of  Congrefs  ;  it  is,  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  major-general,  command- 
ing in  a  feparate  department,  from  the  26th  day  of  April  laft,  be- 
ing the  time  of  his  refignation,  and  until  a  fuitable  perfon  fhall  be 
appointed  to  take  the  command  in  his  ftead,  or  it  fhall  be  othenvife 
ordered  by  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Bache  be  appointed  poft-mafter-general 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Franklin,  who  is  abfent. 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  with  the  fecretary  againft  the 
fentence  paffed  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  libel  "  John  Barry,  Sec. 
v.  the  floop  Betfey,  Sec." 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  faid  ap- 
peal be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Hooper,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,    1.  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt.  Francis 
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Holland,  and  133.30  dollars  to  capt.  Robert  Harris,  both  of  the 
Maryland  flying- camp,  they  to  be  refpecYively  accountable  to  the 
council  of  fafety  of  that  ftate  for  the  faid  funis,  which  are  to  be  for 
the  ufe  of,  and  charged  to  the  account  of,  their  refpedHve  companies : 

2.  That  1 1 10.67  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Alexander  Law- 
fon  Smith,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfon's  rifle-regiment,  to  pay 
the  fubfiftence-money  of,  and  to  enable  him  to  advance  a  month's 
pay  to,  the  faid  company  : 

3.  That  commiifions  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  for  colonel 
Elmore's  regiment,  to  be  rilled  up  according  to  the  ranks  and  times 
of  fervice  of  the  officers  of  the  faid  regiment  ;  the  general  making 
fuch  arrangements  therein  as  he  lhall  think  juft  and  proper  : 

4.  That  commiifions  be  alfo  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  to  be  filled 
up  with  the  names  of  the  officers  yet  unprovided  for,  who  have 
ferved  in  Canada,  according  to  their  ranks  and  merits,  to  complete 
colonel  Livingllon's  regiment  : 

5.  That  general  Schuyler,  agreeable  to  his  requeft,  have  permif- 
fion  to  repair  to  Congrefs,  as  foon  as  he  fliall  be  of  opinion  the  fer- 
vice will  admit  of  his  abfence  from  his  department  : 

6.  That  general   Schuyler  be   informed  that   Congrefs  have  re- 
1  peatedly  applied  to  Maryland  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  Nantikoke  In- 
dians, without  having  received  an  anfwer  ;   that    application  lhall 
again  be  made,  and  information  given  him  of  the  refult  : 

7.  That  general  Schuyler  be  allowed  to  give  fuch  clothing  to 
the  Indians  as  he  lhall  think  can  he  fpared  for  that  purpofe  : 

8.  That  the  deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  : 

9.  That  general  Walhington  be  requefted  to  take  proper  fteps 
for  trying  all  deferters  from  his  army,  and  punifhing,  in  the  mofl 
exemplary  manner,  the  articles  of  war  will  admit,  all  fuch  officers 
and  foldiers  who  fliall  be  bafe  enough  difgracefully  to  leave  the 
fervice  of  their  country  at  this  time  of  trial  and  danger. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  perfons  to  be  appointed  to  execute 
the  bufmefs  of  the  navy,  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee, be  allowed  the  falary  of  1500  dollars  per  annum. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Miles  to  William  Wifter,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  ;  wherein  he  intimates  that  an  exchange  may 
be  accompliflied  of  him  for  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  perhaps  of  colonel 
Atlee,  or  lieutenant-colonel  Piper,  for  Mr.  Dafliwood  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafhington, 
and  that  he  be  defired  to  do  therein  what  he  fliall  think  proper. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November   8,    1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  was  read ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  5000  dollars  be    paid  to    Gufravus   Rifberg,  A. 
Q.  M.  general,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallam. 
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agreeably  to  the  requeft  of  the  faid  R.  Dallam  ;  and  that  the  let- 
ter be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  doctor  Witherfpoon  have  leave  to  take  with  him 
to  Princetown,  Archibald  Gardiner,  James  Henderfon,  Peter  Jack, 
and  Hugh  Rofs,  four  of  the  prifoners  lately  fent  to  Philadelphia, 
and  there  to  keep  them  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  means  for  preventing  the 
evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  internal  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  hindering  them  from  carrying  on  correfpondence  with 
the  foreign  enemies  to  the  faid  ftates,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

A  petition  from  Paul  Chriftman,  enfign  in  captain  Keyfer's  com- 
pany, from  Maryland,  in  the  German  battalion,  was  read,  praying 
leave  to  refign  his  commiffion: 

Resolved,   That  leave  be  granted. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported, 

That  there  ought  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Valentine  Crawford, 
one  of  the  executors  of  the  late  colonel  Hugh  Stevenibn,  on  account 
of  his  eftate,    100  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  Canadian  prifoners,  and  to  be 
paid  to  captain  Chartier  de  Lotbinier,  253.30  dollars  :   viz. 

To  captain  Lotbinier,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1775,  to  the  31ft  of  October,  1776,  52  weeks,  at  2  dollars, 
104  dollars  ;  of  which  he  received  from  general  Schuyler,  14.60 
dollars  ;   remains  to  be  paid  to  him,  89.30  dollars  : 

To  M.  Tonancour,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  2d  Nov.  1775, 
to  the  31ftO£lober,  1776,  52  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  104  dollars  : 

To  M.  Dochambault,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  3 1ft  of  Auguft 
to  the  8th  of  November,  10  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars  : 

To  M.  Fleurimont,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  3  1ft  of  Auguft  to 
the  8th  of  November,  10  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars  : 

To  M.  St.  Ours,  for  his  allowance,  from  the  31ft  of  Auguft  to 
the  8th  of  November,  10  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 
and  report  under  what  reftriclions  the  futlers,  who  fupply  the  army, 
mould  be  laid,  and  that  the  motions  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  fe- 
conded,  be  referred  to  this  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

A  petition  from  J.  Budden  and  T.  Lawrence  was  read,  reques- 
ting leave  to  export  provifions  to  Turks'-Iiland,  in  order  to  bring 
from  thence  a  load  of  fait : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;   Avhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mynheer  N.  D.  Ottendorf  be  appointed  a  bre= 
vet  captain  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 
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Resolved,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  trade  of  thefe  ftates. 

■Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  2666.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  contrail  for  calling  cannon ;  they  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Coxe,  at  Trenton,  to  John  Tabor  Kempe, 
Efq;  of  New-York,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  leave  requeiled 
to  forward  the  fame  in  order  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  Mrs.  Lewis, 
who  is  detained  a  prifoner  by  the  enemy  on  Long-Ifland  : 

Resolved,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  be  directed  to  caufe  Uriel  en- 
quiry to  be  made  through  what  channel  Mr.  Kempe  conveyed  the 
intelligence  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

Resolved,  That  120  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  George  Gib- 
fon,  of  the  firit  Virginia  battalion,  he  to  account  with  the  pay-maf- 
ter-general  on  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts. 

A  letter  from  James  Sullivan  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  November  9,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay,  being  250  dollars,  be  advan- 
ced to  brigadier-general  Roche  de  Fermoy,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  he  repair  to  the  northern  army,  and  put  himfelf 
under  the  command  of  general  Schuyler. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  Timothy  Danielfon,  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  general  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  appointed  to 
officer  and  enlifl  feven  battalions  out  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  in 
the  continental  army  near  White-Plains,  with  fundry  papers  en- 
clofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,Mr.  Rutledge,and  M.Wythe. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  captain  Otten- 
dorf ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  repair  to  head-quarters,  and  put 
himfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Towers,  ccrnmiffary,  for  fundry  articles  purchafedby 
him  by  direction  of  the  board  of  Avar,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  faid  board,  526.74  dollars  : 

That  3280  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Cafdorp,  to  pay  the 
arrearages  due  to  his  company  of  carpenters  fent  to  Ticonderoga  ; 
for  which  he  is  to  account  : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Richard  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy  pay- 
mafter-general  for  the  flying-camp  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  under  what  re- 
flricYions  the  futtlers,  who  fupply  the  army, ought  to  be  laid,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  and,  after  ibme  debate  thereon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Monday. 

Congrefs  having  received  intelligence  that  a  free  and  open  com- 
munication and  correfpondence  is  kept  up  with  the  enemy  on  Sta- 
ten-Ifland  and  New-York,  from  Elizabeth-town,  Newark  and  the 
parts  adjacent,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  American  caufe, :  It 
is  therefore  recommended  to  the  governor,  council  and  affembly  of 
the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  to  take  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  flop  all  communication  between  that  ftate  and  the  enemy's 
quarters,  that  (hall  not  be  directed  by  proper  authority. 

A  memorial  from  Lawrence  Bowden,  late  m after  of  the  fhip 
Royal-Exchange,  taken  by  the  fhip  of  war  Columbus,  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  on  Tuefday  next,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  means 
of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  November   11,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one,  of  the  8th, 
from  brigadier-general  Mercer ;  and  one  from  Richard  Bache, 
Efq;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  two  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  the  latter  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  James  Livingfton  have  leave  to  recruit 
his  regiment  in  any  of  the  United  States. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Noel  Romand,  fieur  de  Lille,  captain  in 
a  corps  of  artillery  in  the  fervice  of  France,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  im- 
mediately to  confer  with  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  or 
a  committee  by  them  appointed,  on  the  beft  ways  and  means  of  de- 
fending the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  attacked. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  treafury,  or  either  of  them,  be 
empowered  to  adminifter  oaths  to  perfons  whom  they  fhall  examine 
or  employ  in  executing  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Timothy  Danielfon,  and 
the  papers  enclofed  therein  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  clay  referred,  being  ppftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdjt,   November  12,  1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  gen.  Mifflin  :  one,  of  the  fame  date, 
from  R.  Dallam  ;  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  Dr.  Shippen,  were  read. 
The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
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To  George  Stultz,  for  iron-work,  and  repairing*  a  continental 
light-waggon,  12.60  dollars  : 

To  John  Tyler,  for  bayonet-fcabbards  and  repairing  arms  for  the 
German  battalion,  82.30  dollars  : 

To  Monf.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  ra- 
tions, from  10th  of  October  to  10th  of  November,  41.30  dollars  : 

To  doctor  Beaumont,  aprifoner,  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  his  al- 
lowance from  2  111  July  to  3d  November,  inclufive,  being  1 5  weeks, 
at  2  dollars  a-week,  30  dollars  : 

To  William  M'Leod,  a  prifoner,  of  the  59th  regiment,  for  his 
allowance  from  2  111  July  to  3d  November,  inclufive,  being  15  weeks, 
at  2  dollars  a-week,  30  dollars  : 

That  there  is  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  du  Chemin,  for  the  allowance 
due  to  Meffrs.  Hertel,  GiaiTon,  and  la  Magdalaine,  Canadian  pri- 
lbners,  from  the  lfl  Augull  to  6th  November,  inclufive,  14  weeks, 
at  2  dollars  a-week,  28  dollars  each,  84  dollars  : 

That  there  Ihould  be  paid  to  Joel  Zane,  for  the  allowance  due  to 
lieut.  Hamar,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from  20th  July  to  111  November, 
inclufive,  15  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  30  dollars  ;  and  to  capt. 
Swan,  of  the  26th  regiment,  from  2111  June  to  111  November,  be- 
ing 19  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  38  dollars  ;  the  whole  68  dollars  : 

To  James  Budden,  for  himfelf  and  others  of  the  light-horfe,  their 
cxpenfes  as  anefcort  with  money  to  New-York,  82  dollars,  and  for 
his  expenfes  with  general  Prefcot  from  Reading  to  Philadelphia, 
24.42  dollars  ;  both  funis  making  106.42  dollars  : 

To  William  Woodhoufe,  for  Avafers  for  the  life  of  Congrefs, 
1.12  dollars: 

To  Thomas  Smith,  for  paper  for  the  ufe  of  the  commiflioners 
for  the  New- York  department,  15.78  dollars  : 

That  there  Ihould  be  paid  to  Dr.  Rufh,  625  dols.  for  5  months'  ad- 
vance, pay  to  brigadier-gen.  Thompfon,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  of  treaiury,  to  whom  that  part  of  the  petition 
and  memorial  of  John  Brown,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  colonel  Elmore,  praying  that  his  extraordinary  fer- 
vices  in  Canada,  laftyear,  maybe  confidered,  was  referred,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  to  Willing  If  Morris  from  Samuel  Smith,  mafter  of  the 
Hancock  iSf  Adams  (who,  on  his  paifage  to  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
by  the  Gamecock  privateer,  of  R.hode-Iiland,  commanded  by  Timo- 
thy Pierce,  and  carried  into  Bedford,  in  Maffachufetts-Bay)  dated 
Bedford-port,  November  1,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  that 
they  report  the  cargo  on  board  the  Hancock  c2'  Adams,  and  how  it 
ought  to  be  difpofed  of. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  a  re  que  ft  from  the  Hate  of  Virginia 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conudera- 
tion  •  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  demands  of  the  continent  for  cannon  are  at 
prefent,  of  fo  prefling  a  nature,  that  none  can  be  fpared  for  the  par- 
ticular life  of  any  ftate  ;  but,  as  foon  as  a  fufrkient  quantity  of  ord- 
nance is  fupplied  to  the  United  States,  the  requeft  of  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  to  be  permitted  to  purchafe  cannon  at  Hughes'  works 
ill  all  be  complied  with. 

That  Monfieur  Romandde  Lille  be  appointed  a  major  of  artille- 
ry in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  lent  to  general  WaJli- 
ington,  to  be  employed  as  he  ihall  think  proper. 
A  petition  from  James  M'Connaughy  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  memorial  from  Azariah  Dunham  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Wafhington,  eaclofing  one  of 
the  31ft  of  October  from  general  Gates,  at  Ticonderoga,  was  read. 
Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  letter  cf  Timothy  Danielfon  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  that  if  the  foldiers  to  be 
raifed  by  the  ftate  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  be  enlifted  on  the  terms  of- 
fered to  them,  which  are  more  advantageous  than  what  are  offered 
to  other  foldiers  ferving  in  the  fame  army,  it  would  much  retard,  if 
not  totally  impede  the  enliftment  of  the  latter,  and  produce  difcon- 
tent  ajid  murmur,  unlefs  Congrefs  Ihould  equally  encreafe  the  pay 
of  thefe,  which  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  would  univerfally  be 
reprobated  as  an  immoderate  expenfe,  and  complained  of  as  a  grie- 
vous burden  by  thofe  who  muft  bear  it  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  from  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  be  deiired  not  to 
enlift  their  men  on  the  additional  pay  offered  by  the  affembly  of 
that  ftate. 

Upon  re-confideration  the  refolution  of  the  16th  of  September 
laft,  for  raifing  88  battalions  to  ferve  during  the  prefent  war  with 
Great-Britain,  Congrefs  being  of  opinion  that  the  readinefs  cf  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  to  enter  into  the  fervice  for  limited  times, 
in  defence  of  their  invaluable  privileges,"  on  all  former  occafions, 
gives  good  ground  to  hope,  the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  good  will 
appear  in  future,  when  neceflity  calls  for  their  afliftance,  and,  left 
the  uncertain  length  of  time  which  forces,  raifed  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  prefent  war,  may  be  compelled  to  ferve,  may  prevent 
men  from  enlifting  who  would  otherwife  manifeft  their  attachment 
to  the  common  caufe,  by  engaging  for  a  limited  time  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  who 
do  not  incline  to  engage  their  fervice  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  mall  enlift  to  ferve  three  years,  unlefs  fooner  dif- 
charged  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  all  fuch  boun- 
ty and  pay,  as  are  allowed  to  thofe  who  enlift  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  prefent  war,  except  the  100  acres  of  land  ;  which  land 
is  to  be  granted  to  thofe  only  who  enlift  without  fuch  limitation  of 
time.  And  each  recruiting  officer  is  required  to  provide  two  diflincl 
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cnlifting  rolls,  one  for  fuch  to  figfl  as  enlift  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  the  other  for  fuch  as  enlift  for  three  years,  if  their 
fervice  fhall  he  fo  long  required. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  November   13,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th  of  Oftober,  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  com- 
mifiary-general,  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  40.,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Lowry, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  agreeable  to  his 
requeft. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  colonel  John  Nix- 
on, and  John  Wharton,  as  fit  perfons  to  execute  the  bufmeis  of  the 
navy,  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  committee, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  M.  Tilghman,  prefident  of  the  con- 
vention of  Maryland,  enclcfing  fundry  refolutions  of  that  body,  re- 
lative to  the  railing  their  quota  of  the  new  levies,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  furnifh  the  commifficners  of  the  faid 
(late,  fent  therefrom  to  raife  their  levies,  with  the  refolution  of  yef- 
terday,  admitting  the  new  levies  to  enlift  for  three  years  only,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  inform  them,  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  that  ftate 
will  enlift  to  ferve  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  they 
already  have  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  America  pledged  for 
the  land  to  be  granted  to  fuch  foldiers. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Monf.  la  Marque,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
the  3 1ft  of  Aug.  to  the  8th  of  Nov.  inclufive,  being  10  weeks,  at  2 
dollars  a-week,  20  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Monf.  de  la  Magdalaine  : 

To  capt.  Thomas  Gamble,  a  prifoner  of  the  47th  regiment,  for 
his  allowance  from  the  10th  of  Aug.  to  the  2d  of  Nov.  inclufive,  12 
weeks,  at  2  dollars  a-week,  24  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  James  Biddle,Efq; 

To  Michael  Leightner,  and  to  be  paid  to  George  Alton,  for  vic- 
tualling troops  on  their  march,  15.5  dollars  : 

To  John  Nourfe,  for  ferriage  of  himfelf  and  of  general  Lee  and 
his  fervants,  horfes,  Sec.  over  Hoe's  ferry,  4.60  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  colonel  B.  Harrifon  : 

To  dodtor  Samuel  Wilfon  for  board,  attendance,  and  medicine  to 
fick  foldiers  of  the  6th  Virginia  regiment,  33.60  dollars  : 

To  Wollore  Meng,  for  12  fcabbards  delivered  to  captain  Ralph 
Falconer,  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  4.72  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armer,  on  account  of  Eli- 
zabeth Robinfon,  for  fo  much  fhort  paid  on  fettlement  of  her  ac- 
count, the  14th  of  October  laft,  for  board,  Sec.  of  fick  foldiers  be- 
longing to  captain  Grier's  company,  10  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital,  for  the 
fupport  and  clothing  of  J.  Hughes,  a  wounded  foldier,  36.54  dols. 
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That  there  mould  be  paid  to  Adam  Eccle,  8.78  dollars,  being  fo 
much  paid  by  him  to  ferjeant  John  Byers,  of  capt.  Hubley's  com- 
pany, in  col.  Shee's  battalion,  to  enable  him  to  fupport  his  party, 
being  a  guard  to  powder  from  Philadelphia  to  North-Carolina  : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  O'Harra,  a  foldier  in  the  late  cap- 
tain William  Hendricks's  company,  taken  at  Quebec,  and  now  re- 
turned, for  his  pay  from  1ft  January  to  10th  November,  10  months 
and  10  days,  at  6.60  dollars  a-month,  68.80  dollars  : 

To  Henry  Taylor,  a  foldier  in  capt.  Smith's  rifle-company,  taken 
at  Quebec,  and  now  returned,  for  his  pay,  from  1ft  June  to  10th 
November,  5  months  and  10  days,  at  6.60  dollars,  35.50  dollars : 

To  Dr.  William  Sarringhaufen,  for  medicine  and  attendance  to 
fick  of  captain  Woelpper's  company,  in  the  German  battalion, 
24.1  dollars  : 

To  Benjamin  Eyre,  fhip-wright,  for  his  pay  and  rations,  employed 
in  conftrucYing  row-gallies  at  New-York,  horfe-hire,  and  travelling 
expenfes  to  Albany,  to  engage  boards,  &x.  for  the  army,  427. 77  dols. 

That  60,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy  pay- 
mafter-general  of  the  flying-camp,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Daniel  Naef,  for  the  ferriage  of  Virginia 
troops,  their  baggage,  waggons  and  horfes  overSufquehannah,61.72 
dollars  : 

To  Andrew  M'Nair,  for  his  attendance  on  Congrefs  146  days, 
cleaning  houfe,  &c.  to  the  1ft  of  November,  1 18.8  1  dollars  J 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  refpecling  the  certifi- 
cates to  be  given  to  the  lenders  of  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  voted 
to  be  borrowed,  which  was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufegger 
-for  the  ufe  of  the  German  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  fecret  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  captain  Smith  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coniideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  write  letters 
to  gov.  Cooke,  to  the  continental  agent  in  Rhode-Ifland,  and  fuch 
other  perfons  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  to  make  ftrift  enquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  capt.  Timothy  Pierce,  refpccling  the  capture  or  fei- 
zure  of  the  fhip  Hancock  if  Adams,  employed  in  the  continental  fer- 
vice,  and  caufe  him  to  be  profecuted  for  the  penalty  of  the  bond 
given,  when  he  received  his  cornmiflion,  if  it  lb  all  appear,  on  the  en- 
quiry, that  in  juftice  to  the  continent,  fuch  prpfecution  fhould  be 
commenced  ;  and  the  faid  committee  are  authorized  to  do  what  may 
be  neceffary  for  fupporting  the  profecution. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  November  14,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  and  one,  of  the  17th 
October,  from  James  Bowdoih,  Efq;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  he  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  enquire  what  quantity  of 
fait  they  have  on  hand,  or  expect  fliortly,  and  what  proportion  can 
be  fpared  for  the  public  fervice  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  part  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  was  feen  coming  out  of  the  Hook,  and  fleering  its  courfe  to 
the  fouthward  : 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  letter,  giving  the  information,  be 
fent  by  exprefs  to  general  Wafliington,  and  to  governor  Living- 
fton,  of  New-Jerfey,  and  alfo  to  the  fouthern  dates, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  immediately  with  the 
council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  co-operate  with  them  in  de- 
viling ways  and  means  for  calling  forth  the  ftrength  of  that  and  the 
neighbouring  Rates,  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  againft  any  at- 
tempts which  the  enemy  may  make  to  obtain  poffeflion  of  it ;  and 
that,  for  this  purpofe,  the  board  of  war  be  inverted  with  the  full 
powers  of  Congrefs,  to  promote  moft  effectually  this  important  pur- 
pofe : 

That  the  marine  committee  alfo  be  directed  to  make  fuch  difpo- 
fition  of  the  naval  force,  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  or  the  neigh- 
bourhood thereof,  as  will  beft  conduce  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridaj;   November  15,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  11th  from  general  Wafliington,  at  Peeks'-kill  ; 
one,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Gates,  at  Ticonderoga,  informing  of 
general  Carlton's  retreat  from  Crown-point  ;  one,  of  the  8th,  from 
general  Schuyler,  at  Albany ;  one,  of  the  12th,  from  general  Green  ; 
one,  without  date,  from  gen.  Lewis  ;  one  from  Robert  Ogden,  of 
the  1  Ith  ;  and  one  from  R.  Dallam  to  R.  Peters,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  be  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  fnpply  E.  Blaine,  Efq  ;  with  230  bufhels  of  fait,  for  the  pub- 
lic fervice  :  That  the  faid  council  of  fafety  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
requefted,  to  fupply  Meff.  Lowry,  Wharton,  Ogden,  and  Dunham, 
afliftants  to  the  commiffary-general,  or  any  one  of  them,  with  one- 
half  of  fuch  quantities  of  fait,  as  are,  or  may  be,  in  their  hands,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Eleazer  Ofwald,  and  the  other  from 
Samuel  Lockwood,  were  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

M.  Romand  de  Lille,  who,  on  the  12th,  was  appointed  a  major 
of  artillery,  thinking  that  appointment  inadequate  to  his  merit  and 
abilities,  and  requeuing  to  be  fent  to  general  Wamington,  that  he 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  : 

Resolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  go  to  general  Wafhington. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  apply  to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Pennfylvania,  for  1500  24lb.  1800  18lb.  cannon  {hot,  and 
500  bar-fliot,  which  fhall  be  replaced  by  Congrefs ;  and  that  the  faid 
committee  fend  the  {hot  and  fix  tons  of  powder  to  South-Carolina, 
for  the  defence  of  that  ftate  and  North-Carolina  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  general  Green's  let- 
ter of  the  12th,  be  fent  by  exprefs,  with  all-poflible  expedition,  to 
the  fouthern  ftates. 

The  fecret  committee  having  reported,  that  the  cargo  belonging 
to  the  continent,  imported  in  the  Hancock  &  Adams,  confifted  of 
the  following-  articles,  viz.  72  cherts  of  arms,  311  barrels  of  gun- 
powder, 338  pigs  of  lead,  9  calks  of  gun-flints,  1  cafe  of  pins,  133 
barrels  tin-plates,  5  cafes  of  iron-wire,  70  calks  of  falt-petre,  and 
10  bales  of  merchandize  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  direc~l  the  entire  cargo  of  the 
Hancock  is"  Adams  to  be  landed  at  Bedford,  and  depolited  in  pla- 
ces of  fafety,  under  the  care  of  the  committee  of  that  place,  until 
ordered  from  thence  : 

That  the  mufkets,  powder,  lead,  and  gun-flints,  be  delivered  by 
the  committee  of  Bedford,  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  who 
are  to  inform  the  general  of  thefe  (lores,  and  direcl:  the  whole,  or 
any  part  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  to  be  de- 
livered to  him  ;  with  an  injunction  not  to  put  the  mufkets  into  the 
hands  of  any  but  thofe  foldiers  who  enlift  under  the  late  refolves  and 
regulations  of  Congrefs  : 

That  every  part  of  the  merchandize  on  board  the  faid  fhip,  that 
is  now  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  be  applied  to  that  ufe,  and 
thatthe  fecret  committee  inform  general  Mifflin,  the  quarter-mafter- 
general,  thereof,  and  enclofe  him  an  order  for  the  immediate  deli- 
very of  all  fucli  parts  as  he  {hall  defire  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  be  fubje&to  the  directions  ojF 
the  fecret  committee,  who  are  empowered  to  order  it  from  thence, 
either  by  fea  or  land,  to  any  other  part  or  parts  of  thefe  ftates,  where 
the  articles  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  fervice. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  truftees  for  the  poor  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  for 
board  and  attendance  of  lick  foldiers  of  the  Maryland  troops  in  con- 
tinental fervice,  58.30  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Hower  : 

To  Dr.  Nicholas  Way,  for  medicine,  attendance,  lodging,  nurfing, 
Sec.  of  lick  foldiers  of  the  5th  and  Gth  Virginia  regiments,  467.36 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  re- 
lative to  the  navy  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  20  dollars  be  paid  to  the  comman- 
ders, officers,  and  men  of  fuch  continental  fhips  or  veflels  of  war,  as 
ihall  make  prize  of  any  Britifh  ihips  or  veifels  of  war,  for  every 
cannon  mounted  on  board  each  prize,  at  the  time  of  fuch  capture, 
and  8  dollars  per  head  for  every  man  then  on  board  and  belonging 
to  fuch  prize  : 

That  the  rank  of  the  naval-officers  be  to  the  rank  of  officers  in 
the  land  fervice,  as  follows  : 

Admiral  as  a  General, 

Vice-Admiral  —  Lieutenant-General, 

Rear-admiral  —  Major-General, 

Commodore  —  Brigadier-General, 

Captain  of  a  fhip  of  40  guns  and  upwards    Colonel, 
Captain  of  a  Ihip  of  20  to  40  guns  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Captain  of  a  fhip  of  10  to  20  guns  Major, 

Lieutenant  in  the  navy  —  Captain  : 

That  the  pay  of  all  officers  and  men  in  the  American  navy,  from 
the  date  of  the  new  commiffions,  under  the  free  and  independent 
flates  of  America,  be  as  follows  : 


Of  ships  of  20  guns, 
and  upwards. 

Captain, 

Lieutenant, 

Matter, 

Mailer's  mate, 

Boatfwain, 

Boatfwain's  mate, 

Gunner, 

Gunner's  rnate^ 

Surgeon, 

Srgeon's  mate, 

Carpenter, 

Carpenter's  mate, 

Cooper, 

Midfhipman, 

Armourer, 

Sail-maker, 

Sail-maker's  mate, 

Yeoman, 

Quarter-mailer, 

Cook, 

Coxfwain, 

Captain's  clerk, 

Steward, 

Chaplain, 

Yeoman  of  powder  room,    9-i 

Mafler  at  arms,  10 

Seamen,  8 


Per  calendar  month. 


60  dollars, 

30 

30 

15 

15 

n 

15 

H 

25 

15 

15 

9* 
z 

9 

12 

9 

10 

4 

H 

9 

9 

9 

15 

10 
20 


Of  10  to  20  guns. 
dollars; 


48 
24 
24 
15 
13 

9 
13 

9 
21| 

13i 

13 

9 

9 
12 

9 
10 

H 
H 

H 

9 
12 
10 
none 

9 

9 

8 
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That  vefTels,  under  ten  guns,  be  commanded  by  lieutenants  : 
That  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  fuch  vefTels  be, 
Lieutenant  commanding,  30  dollars  ; 

Mate,  —  —  15 

Boatfwain,  —  12 

Gunner,  —  —  12 

Carpenter,  —  —        12 

The  other  officers  and  men  the  fame  as  in  vefTels  from  10  to  20 
guns  : 

Marine  officers, Captain,  30  dollars. 

Lieutenant,  20 

Non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  the  fame  as  in  the  land 
fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington,  and  in- 
form him,  he  has  leave  to  negociate  an  exchange  of  the  foreign  troops 
in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  that  are  prifoners  to  thefe  flates. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board  of 
treafury,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs 
relative  to  the  loan-offices  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  certificates  be  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions : 

737  of  1000  737,000 
1470  of  600  882,000 
2205  of  500  1,102,500 
2940  of  400  1,176,000 
3675  of  300       1,102,500 


11,027  5,000,000 

That  the  value  or  denomination  of  the  certificates,  be,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  thereof,  in  print  and  writing  : 

That  each  denomination  have  a  check-letter,  correfponding  with 
a  letter  in  the  margin  to  be  left  in  the  book  : 

That  the  feveral  denominations  be  further  diftinguifhed  from 
each  other,  by  having  the  border,  at  the  end  of  the  certificate,  va- 
ried or  altered  from  the  reft  : 

That  the  engraved  ornaments  between  the  margin,  or  part  left 
in  the  book  and  the  certificate,  be  cut  indentwife,  firft  having  oc- 
calional  dafhes  made  with  a  pen  acrofs  it,  of  the  colour  with  which 
the  treafurer  figns  his  name  : 

That  the  impreffions  of  the  rolling-prefs,  with  the  fignature  of 
the  treafurer,  in  certificates  of  the  higheft  denomination,  be  made 
Avith  yellow-ink,  of  the  fecond  with  blue,  of  the  third  with  red, 
of  the  fourth  with  green,  and  of  the  fifth  or  loweft  denomination 
with  purple. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Dean,  Matthew  Irwin,  John  Dun  lap 
and  Benjamin  Harbefon,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Dr.  Charles  Ludwig  having  been  duly  examined  on  the  practice 
of  furgery  and  medicine^  and  recommended  as  duly  qualified, 
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Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed  furgeon  to  the  German  battalion. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTvrdat,  November    16,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  fecretary  of  the 
board  of  war,  for  contingent  expenfes  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  North- 
Carolina,  to  ftation  brigadier-general  Moore,  with  the  regular  troops 
under  his  command,  in  fuch  parts  of  that  ftate,  or  of  the  ftate  of 
South-Carolina,  where  they  will  be  in  a  capacity  to  render  imme- 
diate and  feafonable  ailiftance  to  their  friends  in  South-Carolina  ; 
and  that  they  may  be  on  the  fpot  to  oppoi'e  the  enemy,  when,  and 
wherefoever,  they  ftiall  attempt  to  make  their  landing  good  in  that 
ftate ;  and  that  the  convention  of  North-Carolina  do,  immediately, 
at  the  continental  expenfe,  embody  5000  militia,  to  complete  any 
military  operations  already  begun  by  general  Moore,  to  defend  the 
ftate  of  North-Carolina,  or  march  to  the  relief  of  their  neighbours  in 
South-Carolina,  or  Virginia,  where  there  fhall  be  moft  occafion  for 
their  fupport. 

The  committee  on  the  lottery,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  confederation  on  Monday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

UoNDAi;  November  18,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Pennfylvania  ;   the  laid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  general  Walhington,  enelofing  copies 
of  letters  which  paffed  between  him  and  general  Howe;  one  of  the 
6th,  from  general  Gates;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  Richard  Stockton 
and  G.  Clymer,  Efqrs;  at  Albany  ;  one,  of  the  11th,  from  general 
Schuyler,  at  Albany  ;  one,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Stephen, 
at  Amboy  ;  one,  of  the  1ft,  from  B.  Harrifon,  p?.y-mafter  in  the 
fouthern  department  ;  and,  one  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier-general 
Lewis,  at  William  {burgh,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Waihington,  general 
Schuyler,  general  Gates, and  brigadier-general  Stephen,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war  ;  that  the  letters  from  brigadier-general  Lewis 
and  B.  Harrifon,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  and  a  me- 
morial from  E.  Hazard,   were  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Juliana  Zedwitz  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  lieute- 
nant M'Lean,  who  was  lent  to  Philadelphia  by  general  Woolter-  : 
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The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Francis  Hopkin- 
fon,  Efq;  as  a  fit  perfon  to  execute  the  bufinefs  of  the  navy,  uncle r 
their  direction, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  of  Ifaac  Cox,  in  behalf  of  Alexander  Frazer  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Providence,  owners  of  two  (loops 
called  the  Dragon  and  the  Molly,  taken  by  private  {loops  of  war, 
called  the  Congrefs  and  Chance,  and  brought  into  the  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, but  afterwards  releafed,  praying  for  letters  of  fafe  con- 
duct for  the  faid  floops  to  the  port  of  Providence,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  arreft  or  moleftation  by  the  veffels  of  war  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States  : 

Resolved,   That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  Mufcoe  Livingfton  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Rofs. 

Congrefs  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  lottery  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fcheme  of  the  lottery  be  as  follows,  viz. 

That  it  confift  of  100,000  tickets,  eacb  ticket  to  be  divided  in- 
to four  billets,  and  to  be  drawn  in  four  clafles. 

Firft  clafs,  at  10  dollars  eacb  billet,  1,000,000 

Deduction,  at  15  per  cent.  150,000 


850,000 


Prizes.      1    of   10,000  4      10,000 

2   of       5000  10,000 

30   of       1000  30,000 

400   of         500  200,000 

20,000   of           20  400,000 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs,  200,000                      850,000 

Second  clafs,    100,000  billets  at  20  dollars  each,  2,000,000 

Deduction,  at  15  per  cent.  300,000 


1,700,000 


Prizes.      1    of  20,000  20,000 

2   of   10,000  20,000 

10   of      5000  50,000 

100    of       1000  100,000 

820   of         500  410,000 

20,000   of           30  600,000 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs,  500,000              1,700,000 

Third  Clafs,  100,000  billets  at  30  dollars  each,  3,000,000 

Deduction,  at  15  per  cent.  450,000 

2,550,000 
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Prizes.      1   of  30,000  30,000 

1  of  20,000  20,000 

2  of   15,000  30,000 
2   of   10,000  20,000 

10   of      5000  50,000 

200   of       1000  200,000 

1000   of         500  500,000 

20,000   of           40  800,000 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs,  900,000             2,550,000 

Fourth  Clafs,  100,000  billets  at  40  dollars  each,  4,000,000 

Deduttion,  at  15  per  cent.  600,000 


3,400,000 

Brought  from  the  firft  clafs,  200,000 

from  the  fecond  clafs,  500,000 

from  the  third  clafs,  900,000 


zes.     1 

of 

50,000 

2 

of 

25,000 

2 

of 

10,000 

10 

of 

5000 

100 

of 

1000 

200 

of 

500 

1000 

of 

300 

15,000 

of 

200 

20,000 

of 

50 

Total,  5,000,000 

50,000 

50,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

100,000 

300,000 

3,000,000 

1,300,000 


5,000,000 

The  lottery  being  intended  to  raife  a  fum  of  money  on  loan, 
bearing  an  annual  intereft  of  four  per  cent,  which,  with  the  fums 
arifing  from  the  deductions,  is  to  be  applied  for  carrying  on  the 
prefent  moft  juft  and  neceffary  war,  in  defence  of  the  lives,  liberties 
and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  III  clafs,  who 
draw  more  than  20  dollars,  and  fo  in  the  2d  and  3d  claffes,  who 
draw  more  than  30  or  40  dollars,  fhall,  at  their  option,  receive  a 
treafury  bank-note  for  the  prize  or  prizes  drawn,  payable  at  the 
end  of  five  years,  and  an  annual  intereft  on  the  fame,  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent,  or  the  pre-emption  of  fuch  billets  in  the  next  fucceed- 
ing  clafs,  as  fhall  not  be  renewed  within  the  time  herein-after 
limited.  Every  adventurer  in  the  1ft  clafs  fhall  have  a  right  to  go 
thro'  the  fubfequent  claffes,  but  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  do  it.  The 
drawers  of  20,  30  and  40  dollars  in  the  1ft,  2d  and  3d  claffes,  who 
do  not  apply  for  their  money  within  fix  weeks  after  the  drawing- 
ends,  fhall  be  deemed  adventurers  in  the  next  fucceeding  clafs,  and 
have  their  billets  renewed  without  any  farther  trouble.  If  any 
others  fhall  neglect  or  decline  taking  out  and  paying  the  price  of 
their  billets,  for  a  fubfequent  clafs,  within  fix  weeks  after  the  draw- 
ing ends,  their  billets  will  be  fold  to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in 
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the  preceding  clafs,  or  to  fuch  as  fliall  apply  for  the  fame.  The 
fortunate  adventurers  in  the  laft  clafs,  who  draw  50  dollars,  fliall, 
upon  application  to  the  comraiffioners  of  the  loan-offices  in  the  ref- 
peetive  ftates,  where  the  drawers  refide,  receive  their  money,  with- 
out any  deduction,  and  all  who  draw  above  that  fum,  (hall  receive 
in  like  manner,  without  deduction,  for  the  funis  drawn,  bank  trea- 
fury-notes  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years  after  the  drawing,  at 
the  loan-office  of  the  (late  in  which  the  drawers  refide.  The  infereft 
to  commence  from  the  laft  day  of  drawing,  and  to  be  paid  annually 
at  the  laid  refpe&iye  loan-offices  : 

That  for  carrying  into  execution  the  faid  lottery,  there  fliall  be 
feven  managers,  who  lhall  give  bond,  and  be  on  oath,  for  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  their  duty  : 

That  the  money,  as  faft  as  received  by  the  managers  for  billets, 
be  lodged  in  the  continental  treafury  : 

That  the  drawing  of  the  firft  clafs  begin  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
lft  of  March,  1777,  or  fconer,  if  fooner  full. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  November    19,  1776. 

The  convention  of  Maryland  having  appointed  new  delegates, 
two  of  them  attending,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appoint- 
ment, which  were  read  as  follows  ; 

"   Maryland.  In  Convention,  November  \9th,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  lion.  Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq;  and  Thomas 
Johnfon,  jun.  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone,  Samuel  Chafe,  Ben- 
jamin Rumfey,  and  Charles  Corrol,  Bar.  Efquires,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Con- 
grefs, until  the  firft  day  of  March  next,  or  until  the  general 
affembly  (hall  make  further  order  therein  ;  and  that  the  faid  dele- 
gates, or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  authorized  and  empowered 
to  concur  with  the  other  United  States3  or  a  majority  of  them,  in 
forming  a  confederation,  and  in  making  foreign  alliances  ;  provi- 
ded, that  fuch  confederation,  when  formed,  be  not  binding  upon 
this  ftate  without  the  aflent  of  the  general  affembly  ;  and  the  faid 
delegates,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  alfo  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  concur  in  any  meafures  which  may  be  refolved  on  by 
Congrefs,  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  Great-Britain,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  referving  always  to  this  ftate, 
the  fole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  police  thereof. 
And  the  faid  delegates,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  notwithRanding  any  meafure  heretofore 
taken  to  concur  with  the  Congrefs,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  accom- 
modating our  unhappy  difference  with  Great-Britain,  on  fuch  terms 
as  the  Congrefs,  or  a  majority  of  them,  fliall  think  proper  : 

E>:trac"t  from  the  minutes, 

G.  Duval." 

Vol.  II.  K  3 
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Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed,  in  fettling 
brigadier-gen.  Armftrong's  accounts,  to  allow  his  charge  for  travel- 
ling expenfes  to  and  from  South-Carolina,  amounting  to  400  dollars. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one,  of  the 
17th,  from  C.  Biddle,  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confederation  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  3  pounders,  fifty  6  pounders,  fifty 
12  pounders,  thirteen  18  pounders,  and  thirteen  24  pounders,  all 
of  brafs,  be  immediately  provided  as  field  artillery,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  take  the  moft  effectual 
meafures  for  procuring  the  faid  brafs  artillery  ;  that  the  faid  com- 
mittee confer  with  the  committee  for  procuring  cannon,  and  con- 
lult  with  them,  how  many  they  can  provide  : 

That  this  matter  be  kept  as  fecret  as  the  nature  of  the  bufmefs 
will  admit. 

Resolved,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North- 
Carolina,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  lottery  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  managers  fliall  receive  for  his  trou- 
ble, one-tenth  per  centum,  on  all  the  money  he  fliall  receive  on  the 
fale  of  the  tickets  : 

That  the  tickets  or  billets  be  fold  for  ready  money  ; 

That  each  of  the  managers  give  bond  to  the  prefident  for  the 
ufe  of  the  United  States,  in  the  penalty  of  20,000  dollars,  for  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  their  truft. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  hear  the  appeal  again  ft  the  fentence  patted  on  the  libel,  John 
Barry,  Sec.  v.  the  floop  Betfey,  Sec.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  there  are  two  enfigncies  vacant  in  the 
German  battalion,  proceeded  to  elect  perfons  to  fill  up  the  fame  ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Howard,  and  Jacob  Laudermilk,  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  ought  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  colonel  James  Livingfton,  the  fum  of  2000  dollars,  for 
which  he  is  to  account  with  the  commifiioners  for  auditing  the  ac- 
counts in  the  northern  department  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  Rutledge,  Efq;  for  cafh  he  paid 
by  order  of  Congrefs,  to  Jofeph  Beck,  an  exprefs  to  South-Carolina, 
with  difpatches,  intercepted  with  Kirkland,  Seethe  fum  of  133.30 
dollars,  and  for  the  expenfes  of  himfelf,  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Adams,  a  committee  to  Staten-Ifland,  and  back,  71.30  dollars: 
the  whole  amounting  to  204.60  dollars  : 

To  Jof.  Baldwin,  for  ferriage  of  militia  over  Nefhaminy  ferry, 
6.54  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Pugh,  for  victualling  troops  of  the  flying-camp,  on 
their  march,  8  dollars  : 
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To  John  J arvis,  for  ferriage  over  Nefhaminy,  12.21  dollars,  and 
horfe-hire  to  different  expreffes,  10.36  dollars,  the  whole  22.57  dols. 

That  there  fliould  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  fent 
to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jnn.  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in 
Virginia,  the  fum  of  300,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in 
that  department  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war  of  the  1 3th  inftant ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general,  or  his  deputies,  make 
regular  weekly  returns  of  all  rations  iffued  or  paid  to  the  officers 
and  privates  of  any  regiment,  troop  or  company  in  the  fervice  of 
the  ftates,  to  the  adjutant-general  or  his  deputies,  to  be  by  him  in- 
ferted  in  the  general  returns  of  the  army,  and  tranfmitted  to  Con- 
grefs  monthly  : 

That,  on  any  fick  or  difabled  non-commiffi'oned  officer,  or  fol- 
dier  being  fent  to  any  hofpital  or  fick  quarters,  the  captain  or 
commandant  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  fiiall 
fend  to  the  furgeon,  or  director  of  the  faid  hofpital  or  give  to  the 
non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  in  the  hofpital,  or  quarters, 
a  certificate,  counterfigned  by  the  pay-mafter  of  the  regiment,  if 
he  be  with  the  regiment,  of  what  pay  is  due  to  fuch  fick  non-com- 
miffioned officer  or  private,  at  the  time  of  his  entering  the  hofpital 
or  quarters  ;  and  the  captain  or  commandant  of  the  troop  or  com- 
pany, ffiall  not  receive  the  pay  of  the  faid  foldier  in  hofpital  or  quar- 
ters, or  include  him  in  any  pay-abftract  during  his  continuance 
therein.  And,  in  cafe  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall 
be  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  or  quarters,  as  unfit  for  farther  fer- 
vice, a  certificate  ffiall  be  given  him  by  the  furgeon  or  director,  of 
what  pay  is  then  dae  to  him  ;  and  the  faid  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cer or  foldier,  fo  difcharged,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  pay  at 
any  pay-office,  or  from  any  pay-mafter,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  keeping  fuch  original  certificate,  to 
prevent  impofitions,  and  giving  the  non-commiffioned  officer  or  fol- 
dier his  difcharge,  or  a  certified  copy  thereof,  mentioning,  at  the 
fame  time,  his  having  been  paid  : 

That  this  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commanders  in  chief 
in  the  feveral  departments,  to  be  by  them  given  out  in  orders,  and 
then  delivered  to  the  directors  of  the  hofpitals  in  each  department, 
who  are  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  fixed  up  in  fome  confpicuous  place, 
or  places,  in  every  military  hofpital,  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned: 

That  letters  be  immediately  fent  to  the  councils  of  fafety,  con- 
ventions, or  legifiatures  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  ftates  to  the  fouth- 
ward  thereof,  defiring  them,  forthwith,  to  lay  up  magazines  of  mi- 
litary ftores,  ammunition  and  fait  provifions,  in  the  fafeft  and  mod 
convenient  places  in  the  faid  ftates,  reipeclively,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch 
continental  troops  and  militia,  as  it  may  be  neceffary  to  bring  into 
the  field  in  the  enfuing  winter,  for  the  defence  of  thefe  ftates  : 
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That  fome  proper  perfon  be  appointed  to  act  in  the  capacity  of 
armourer,  to  affift  the  commiffary  of  {tores  in  infpedting,  fuperin- 
tending  repairs,  and  taking  care  of  all  continental  arms  in  the  pub- 
lic magazines  at  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  deem  it  neceffary,  upon  every  principle  of  propriety, to 
remind  the  feveral  Mates,  how  indilpenfible  it  is  to  the  common 
fafety,  that  they  purfue  the  moft  immediate  and  vigorous  meafures 
to  furnifh  their  refpe&ive  quotas  of  troops  for  the  new  army,  as 
the  time  of  fervice,  for  which  the  prefent  army  is  enlifted,  is  lb  near 
expiring,  that  the  country  may  be  left  in  a  condition  in  a  great 
meafure  defencelefs,  unlefs  quickly  fupplied  by  new-levies. 

Resolved,  That  major  Stewart,  who  brought  the  late  intelli- 
gence from  general  Gates,  and  who  is  recommended  as  adeferving 
officer,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  and  be  pre- 
fented  with  a  fword  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars.  ' 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdjit,  November  20,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  for 
the  public  fervice  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

The  keeper  of  the  public  prifon,  having  informed  Congrefs,  that 
he  has  difcovered  a  plot  among  the  prifoners  to  effect  an  efcape, 
"which  one  of  them  has  accomplished  ;  and  that  he  has  good  realon 
to  believe  horfes  are  purchafed  in  Philadelphia,  and  kept  readv  for 
them,  when  they  lhall  have  efcaped  from  prifon  ;  it  was,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  gaol-keeper  be  directed  to  keep  the  prifoners 
in  his  cuftody  clofe  locked  up  till  further  orders  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  to  examine  Mr.  Jewell,  the  gaol -keeper,  refpetting  this  mat- 
ter, and  to  take  every  meafure  in  their  power  to  find  out  the  ac- 
complices in  the  plot,  if  any  there  are. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  from 
captain  Lockwood  and  captain  Ofwald,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  memorials  as  relate  to  their 
pay,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Lee  to  Dr.  Franklin,  having 
been  fent  to  the  board  of  war,  and  by  them  opened,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  a  letter  to  general  Lee, 
and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elettion  of  managers  of  the  lottery, 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz. 

Sharp  Delany,  John  Purviance,Owen  Biddle,  Francis  Lewis,  jun, 
Jacob  Barge,  Jonathan  B,  Smith,  and  James  Searle. 
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Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  fecret  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Barlett,  who  is  abfent : 

The  member  chofen,   Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  the  poft-mafter-general  be  directed  to  remove 
BefTonet,  of  Briftol,  in  Pennfylvania,  from  the  office  of  deputy  poft- 
mafter,  and  appoint  ibme  other  trufty  perfon,  in  that  town,  to  that 
office  : 

That  the  committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  circum dances 
of  the  lofs  of  the  packet  from  gen.  Wafhington,  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  apprehend  BefTonet,  of 
Briftol,  and  his  bar-keeper,  and  bring  them  to  Philadelphia,  for  exa- 
mination, taking  care  to  keep  them  apart,  and  that  they  have  the 
alliftance  of  the  continental  troops  in  Philadelphia,  if  necelTary  : 

That  the  laid  committee  write  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
continental  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  to  make  diligent  l'earch  for  one 
Wilkins,  who  was  at  the  tavern  in  Briftol  when  the  packet  was  loft, 
and  to  fend  him,  if  found,  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  adminifter 
oaths  to  perfons  examined  by  them. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  lieut.  Smith,  for  his  expenfes  with  a  party  to  efcort  money  to 
Brunfwick,  and  to  Fort-Montgomery,  a  balance  of  19.19  dollars  ; 
the  amount  of  his  account  being  55. 1  9  dollars,  of  which  he  receiv- 
ed from  Robert  Erwin,  32  dollars,  and  from  R.  Dallam,  4  dollars, 
remains  19.19  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported  farther  inftruftiens  to  the  com- 
miflioners  for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Wafhington,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

That  in  adjufting  the  accounts  of  perfons,  whofe  particular  cir- 
cumftances  may  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  vouchers,  or 
who,  by  unavoidable  accidents,  have  loft  the  fame,  or  any  part  of 
the  public  ftores  committed  to  their  care,  the  commifiioners  endea- 
vour to  obtain  the  beft  information  from  the  general  officers,  or  other 
perfons  relative  to  fuch  accounts,  and  ufe  a  discretion ary  power  in 
adminiftering  oaths  or  affirmations  previous  to  their  fettling  the 
fame  : 

That  the  commifiioners  fend  to  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  and  to  the 
ftates  northward  and  eaftward  thereof,  for  their  accounts  againft 
the  faid  army,  if  fuch  accounts  fhould  not  be  forwarded,  agreeable 
to  a  circular  letter  from  the  board  of  treafury  to  the   laid  ftates  : 

That  the  commifiioners  ufe  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  lofs 
of  any  public  books  or  papers,  that  may  be  in  their  pofTeffion  ;  and, 
for  this  purpofe,  that  they  apply  to  the  quarter-mafter-general  for 
a  waggon  and  horfes,  to  be  under  their  direction  : 

That  they  confider  the  flying-camp  as  part  of  general  WaCbing- 
ton's  army,  and  adjuft  the  accounts  accordingly  : 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  for  encreafing  the 
navy  of  the  United  Stated,  which  was  taken  into  conlideraticn  ; 
whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  immediately  undertaken, 

In  New-Hampfhire,  1    fhip  of  74  guns, 

In  Maffachufetts-Bay,      1  ditto  of  74  ditto, 

1  ditto  of  36  ditto, 

In  Pennfylvania,  1  ditto  of  74  ditto, 

1  brig   of  18  ditto,  and  a  packet-boat; 
In  Virginia,  2  frigates  of  36  ditto,  each  ; 

In  Maryland,  2  ditto  of  36  ditto  each. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  21,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  250  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Gabriel 
Long-,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
recruiting  his  company  ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  captain  Long's  accounts  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

As  the  neceffity  of  obtaining  an  army  immediately,  to  oppole 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  is  fo  evident  and  preffmg  as  to  render  it 
proper  to  give  all  pofiible  facility  to  that  bufmefs  ; 

Resolved,  That  each  ftate  be  at  liberty  to  diredl  their  recruiting 
officers  to  enlift  their  men  either  for  the  Avar  or  three  years,  upon 
the  refpedlive  bounties  offered  by  Congrefs,  without  prefenting 
enlifting  rolls  for  both  terms,  according  to  a  former  refolution  ; 
keeping  it  always  in  view,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the 
public  fervice  will  be  belt  promoted  by  enliftments  for  the  war,  if 
the  recruiting  fervice  is  not  retarded  thereby. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Samuel  Lockwood,  for  his  pay  as  affiftant-engineer  in  the 
army  in  Canada,  from  the  5th  November,  1775,  to  the  18th  of 
May,  1776,  at  20  dollars  per  month,  128.60  dollars;  and  from 
the  19th  of  May,  to  the  5th  November,  at  30  dollars  per  month, 
167  dollars  ;  the  whole,  295.60  dollars  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  two  fire  hoods,  fhovel,  tongs,  Sec.  for  the  ufe 
of  the  treafury-office,  16.36  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■iiBri  Q  rami     

Friday,  November  22,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Mercer,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  thereof  be  fent  to  the  affembly  and 
council  of  Pennfylvania. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  fick  foldiers  were 
fent  to  Philadelphia  from  the  flying-camp,  and  lodged  in  the  bar- 
racks, and  it  being  apprehended  that  their  continuance  in  the  bar- 
racks may  endanger  the  health  of  the  foldiers  there, 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  take  charge  of  the  faid 
fick,  and  have  them  quartered  in  private  houfes,  and  properly  ta- 
ken care  of,  and  that  they  immediately  attend  to  this  bufinefs  ;, 
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That  Dr.  Luclwic  be  dire&ed  to  attend  the  faid  fick. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  memorial 
of  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
ilderation  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Zedwitz  be  removed  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  confined  in  the  ftate-prifon  ;  and  that  due  care  be 
taken  to  prevent  him  from  any  intercourfe  or  correlpondence  with 
the  enemies  of  thefe  dates  : 

That  the  fum  of  58.49  dollars  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  in  full 
for  fervices  done  for  the  continent,  as  fet  forth  in  her  petition  : 

That  the  further  fum  of  80  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Mrs.  Zed- 
witz, in  full  for  two  months'  pay  due  to  her  hufband. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania  ;   that  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs,  taking  into  confideration  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army, 
of  which  fome  parts  have  already  difbanded,  and  others  will  pro- 
bably do  fo  when  the  times  they  engaged  for,  fhall  expire,  which 
muft  foon  happen  ;  fo  that  there  is  great  danger  that  the  enemy 
muft  be  oppofed  either  by  unequal  numbers,  or  by  militia,  not  only 
a  more  expenfive  but  a  lefs  efficacious  aid  than  regular  forces  ; 
and  there  being  good  grounds  to  hope  that  vigorous  efforts,  at  this 
critical  conjuncture,  may  bring  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  as  well  as  happy 
conclufion, 

Resolved,  That  blank  commiffions  be  fent  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  infert  therein  the  names  of  fuch 
officers  as  he  fhall  think  fit,  not  revoking  thofe  appointments  which 
have  been  made  by  commiffioners  from  any  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  general,  commiffioners,  and  officers  are  conjured  to  recruit, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  the  regiments  now  or  lately  in  the 
camp  ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
head-quarters,  and,  confulting  with  the  general,  affift  in  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  this  neceffary  bufinefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and  Mr. 
Rofs. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  make  particular  enquiry  why 
the  troops  are  not  paid,  and  that  they  enquire  into,  and  i-edrefs  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  juft  grievances  of  the  foldiers. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  166,665.60  dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  part  of  their  account  againft  the 
continent ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  refpecYing  the  lottery 
be  delivered  to  the  managers,  and  that  the  faid  managers  proceed 
immediately  in  carrying  the  lottery  into  execution. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  application  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  refpecling  the 
wafte  of  hides  in  the  army  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffaries  in  each  department,  be  directed 
to  employ  proper  perfons  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the  hides  and 
tallow  ia  their  relpettive  diftricls  ;  that  the  former  may  be  tanned 
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into  leather,  or,  at  leaft,  fo  far  cured  as  to  prevent  their  being  fpdil- 
ed,  and  the  latter  rendered  into  kegs  or  calks,  that  there  be  no 
wafte  of  thofe  valuable  articles,  but  that  they  may  be  ftored  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continent,  and  be  fubject  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs;  and 
that  the  faid  commiffaries  be  ftrongly  urged  to  pay  due  attention 
to  this  refolve,  it  being  a  matter  of  confiderable  importance. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  doctor  Ludwic, 
of  the  German  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  ftate  of  the  inconveniencies  to  which  the  troops  on  the  Eaftern- 
Shore  of  Virginia  are  particularly  fubject,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  16  th,  from  J.  Trumbull,  commiffary-general,  was 
read,  advifing  that  he  had,  on  that  day,  drawn  on  the  prefident,  at 
four  days  fight,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Matthew  Irwin,  for  the  fum  of 
20,000  dollars,  to  purchafe  pork  and  flour,  and  defiring  the  fame 
may  be  paid  and  charged  to  his  (J.  Trumbull's)  account : 

Resolved.,  That  the  prefident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurer  for 
the  payment  of  the  faid  bills,  and  that  the  money  be  accordingly 
charged  to  the  account  of  J.  Trumbull. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaVurdat,   November  23,    1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  19th  and  2  1ft,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read, 
Resolved)  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general : 
That  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  Efq; 
Resolved)  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  full  pow- 
ers, to  devife  and  execute  meafures  for  effectually  reinforcing  gene- 
ral Walhington,   and  obftructing  the  progrefs  of  general   Howe's 
army ;  and  they  are  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  on  this  bufinefs. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Clymer,  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Resolved)  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Vir- 
ginia battalion,  on  the  Eaftern-Shore,  and  the  two  Pennfylvania 
battalions,  commanded  by  colonel  Mackay  and  colonel  Cooke,  to 
march,  with  all  poffible  expedition  ;  the  former  to  Philadelphia, 
and  the  two  latter  by  the  neareft  rout  to  Brunfwick,  in  New-Jer- 
fey,  or  to  join  general  Walhington  wherever  he  may  be  ;  and  that 
the  faid  board  ufe  every  means  in  their  power  to  expedite  the  march 
of  thefe  troops ;  and  they  are  ordered  to  attend  immediately  to 
this  bufinefs. 

The  better  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 
Resolved)  That  general  Walhington  be  directed  to  order,  under 
his  immediate  command,  fuch  of  the  forces,  now  in  the  northern 
department,  as  have  been  raifed  in  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania  and 
New-Jerfey,  and  that  the  commanding  officer,  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  directed  to  apply  to  the  legislatures  of  the  eaftern 
ftates,  to  afford  him  fuch  afnftance  as  he  may  ftand  in  need  of. 
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Resolved,  That  •  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  propofe  to 
general  Howe,  an  exchange  of  William  Franklin,  Efq;  late  gover- 
nor of  New-Jerfey,  for  brigadier-general  Thomplbn. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  committee  of  Northampton  county,  and  to  be  paid  to  Jeffe 
Jones,  for  fundry  fupplies  of  provifions,  waggons,  Sec.  to  the  militia 
on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  and  for  fupplies  to  prifoners  and 
continental  troops,  1337.54  dollars  : 

To  John  Afhbe,  for  a  waggon,  horfes,  and  a  Negro  man,  his 
property,  loft  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates  at  New-York,  786.60  dols. 

To  John  Cox,  for  eight  rifle-guns,  fupplied  by  Edward  Snicker, 
for  the  ufe  of  captain  Gabriel  Long's  company,  of  Virginia  rifle- 
men, 146.60  dollars  : 

To  lieut.  Bogart  sSf  Ball,  two  prifoners  of  the  Britifh  navy,  and 
to  be  paid  to  James  Smith,  Efq;  for  their  allowance,  from  9th  July, 
to  19th  Nov.  1776,  inclufive,  19  weeks,  at  2  dols.  a-week,  76  dols. 

To  brigadier-general  Armftrong,  for  his  pay  and  rations,  from 
lft  March,  to  23d  November,  inftant,  inclufive,  and  his  travelling 
expenfes  to  and  from  South-Carolina,  1781.63  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  David  Jamefon,  for  fundry  medicines  and  attendance  to 
fick  foldiers  of  captain  Grier's  company,  and  captain  Nelfon's  com- 
pany, in  the  continental  fervice,  290.24  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Jeremiah  Dugan,  for  fundry  fupplies  to  the  army  in 
Canada,  for  which  he  has  now  produced  a  voucher,  the  want  of 
which  prevented  the  fame  being  reported  the  19th  of  Auguft  laft, 
the  fum  of '484.73  dollars: 

To  the  board  of  war,  for  a  draft  of  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter-general,  dated  New-Brunfwick,  the  21ft  inftant,  in 
favour  of  colonel  Clement  Biddle,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general, 
10,000  dollars  : 

That  there  fliould  be  paid  to  Richard  Bache,  Efq;  poft-m after-ge- 
neral, as  an  advance,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poft-ofEce,  2666.60  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  funis  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  by  any  thing  heretofore  done,  it  is  not  intended 
to  prejudice  or  ftrengthen  the  right  or  claim  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  to  any  lands  in  America,  nor  to  determine  in  what 
proportion  or  manner  the  expenfes  of  the  war  fhall  be  raifed  or  ad- 
jufted,  except  as  to  the  firft  three  millions  cf  dollars,  emitted  by 
Congrefs,  and  a  farther  emiffion  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  on 
December  26,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commifTioners 
appointed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland,  to  raife  their  quota  of 
troops  ;   they  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Mondav. 

-^S©  Cffli  H I     

Mondat,  November  25,    1776. 
Aletter,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  at  Newark,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
Vol.  II.  L  3 
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grefs  ;  and  that  general  Mifflin,  who  brought  the  letter,  be  defired 
to  attend  the  faid  committee. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and, 
after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  coniideration  the  let- 
ter referred  to  them,  and  have  heard  general  Mifflin  on  the  fubject ; 
and,  thereupon,  came  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  report ;  but,  that  not  having  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being 
read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  call  forth,  immediately,  the  affociators  in  the  city  and  liber- 
ties of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Chefter, 
Bucks,  and  Northampton,  to  continue  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  fix  weeks  from  the  time  they  join  the  army,  unlefs  fooner 
difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  volunteers  who  fhall  enrol  to  ferve  the  United  States 
to  the  10th  of  March  next,  fhall,  neverthelefs,  be  difcharged  as 
foon  as  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  will  poffibly  admit  ;  it  being 
the  intention  of  Congrefs  to  detain  them  no  longer  than  the  prefent 
emergency  fhall  render  it  abfolutely  neceffary  : 

That  355000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufegger,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  battalion  ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  dire&ed  to  order  the  German  battalion 
to  march  immediately,  and  join  general  Washington  : 

That  the  faid  board  write  to  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  and 
requeft  him  to  order  the  light-horfe,  in  the  fervice  of  that  ftate,  to 
march,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  to  join  general  Washington  : 

That  the  faid  board  order  brigadier-general  Roche  de  Fermoy, 
to  repair  immediately  to  general  Walhington,  inftead  of  going  to 
the  northward. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Mifflin  be  directed  to  ftay  in  the  oity  of  Phi- 
ladelphia until  gen.  Walhington  (hall  require  his  attendance  at  the 
camp,  and  that  gen.  Walhington  be  informed  of  this  by  the  prefident. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the 
army. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

««S3»^  illlim    

Tuesdat,  November  26,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  George  Morgan,  at  Pittfburgh,  and 
one  of  the  21ft,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dols.  be  advanced  to  Robert  Erwin,  wag- 
gon-mafter- general,    for  the  public  fervice  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  fome  perfons  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, governed  by  principles  inimical  to   the  caufe  of  America, 
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and  with  views  of  avarice  and  extortion,  have  monopolized  and  en- 
groffed  flioes,  {lockings,  and  other  neceffanes  for  the  army,  whilft 
the  foldiers  of  the  continent,  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  are  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  at  this  incle- 
ment feafon  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affembly  of  the  Mate 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  adopt  fuch  immediate  meafures  for  remedying 
this,  evil,  as  their  wifdom  fhall  luggeft  to  be  adequate  to  the  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  and  for  preventing  like  pernicious  practices  for  the 
future. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  a  regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  armed  with  mufkets 
and  bayonets,  inftead  of  fufees,  be  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
on  continental  eftHblirhment ;  the  two  companies,  already  raifed 
there,  to  be  part  of  the  faid  regiment ;  which  is  to  be  compofed  of 
one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major,  and  ten  companies, 
each  to  confitl  of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  one  ferjeant,  four 
bom-bardiers,  eight  gunners,  four  corporals,  and  48  matroffes. 

Resolved^  That  1150  dollars  be  paid  to  Gerard  W.  Beekman  or 
order,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter-general,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  draught  of  the  laid 
R.  Dallam  on  R.  Peters,  Efq;  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  faid  G.  W.  Beekman,  dated  New-Brunfwick,  Novem- 
ber 15th,   1776. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis,  jun.  having  informed  Co'ngrefs  that  he  cannot, 
conliftent  with  his  private  engagements,  undertake  to  be  a  mana- 
ger of  the  lottery,   and  defiring  to  be  excufed  from  that  fervice, 

Resolved^  That  he  be  excufed,  and  that  another  be  elected  in 
his  room  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Dr.  David  Jackfon  was  elected. 

Ordered)  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  fcheme  of  the 
lottery,  confer  with  the  managers  thereof,  in  order  that  they  may 
proceed  on  that  buhnefs. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  conlideration  the  ftate  of  the  army;  and,  after  fome  time,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter  to  them  refer- 
red, and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to 
lay  before  Congrefs. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being 
read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved)  That  the  cannon-committee  be  directed  to  enquire 
what  quantity  of  cannon  are  on  board  the  prize-fhip  that  arrived 
yefterday  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ;  and,  if 'they  are  fit  for  field- 
artillery,  to  take  meafures  to  have  them  mounted  on  proper  carri- 
ages, and  lent  to  general  Wafliington  : 

That  the  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeued  to 
give  immediate  direction,  that  the  brafs  field-pieces,  with  the  artir- 
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lery  companies,  or  the  field-pieces  fingly,  if  there  be  no  fuch  com- 
panies  belonging  to  this  (late,  be,  with  all  poihble  expedition,  fent 
to  general  Wafhington's  army  in  New-Jerfey,  and  that  they  be  af- 
fured,  that,  as  foon  as  the  utuation  of  affairs  will  admit,  they  fliall 
be  returned,  or  others  in  lieu  of  the  faid  field-pieces  : 

That  Mr.  Meafe,  the  continental  commiffary  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  directed  to  go  to  the  feveral  fhops  and  flores  in  the 
faid  city,  and  purchafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
fuch  articles  as  are  neceffary  for  them,  at  this  and  the  approaching 
feafon  of  the  year  ;  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  employ  as  many 
perfons  as  he  (hall  judge  neceffary  to  afhfl  him  in  this  fervice  : 

That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefled,  with  all 
pofiible  expedition,  to  caufe  application  to  be  made  to  the  houfe- 
keepers  and  others  in  the  faid  Rate,  for  as  many  blankets  and  wool- 
len {lockings  as  each  can  fpare,  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  under  the 
immediate  command  of  general  Wafhington,  in  New-Jerfey  ;  and 
that  they  be  delivered,  as  fall  as  collected,  to  Mr.  Meafe,  the  con- 
tinental commiffary  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  council  of  fafety,  to  appoint 
perfons  to  appraife  the  blankets  and  woollen  (lockings,  fo  collected, 
as  aforefaid,  that  the  value  of  them  may  be  paid  : 

That  the  committee,  who  are  fent  to  the  camp,  be  directed  to 
make  particular  enquiry  into  the  abufes  in  the  medical  department 
in  the  army,   and  report  thereon  to  Gongrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  November  27,    1776. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Denef  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  intocon- 
fideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  appoint  the  officers  of  the  artillery  bat- 
talion, agreed  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia. 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  John  Serjeant  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from 
Thomas  Cufhing,  Efq;  and  that  the  report  on  that  fubjeft  by  them 
made,  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  four  N.  England  govern- 
ments be  directed  to  take  the  molt  effe&ual  meafures  to  have,  at  leafl, 
10,000  pair  of  fhoes,  and  10,000  pair  of  (lockings,  purchafed  in  thoft 
flates,  and  fent  to  gen.  Waihington's  head-quarters,  with  all-pof- 
fible  expedition,   for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  under   his  command. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  take  proper  and  effectual 
meafures  to  procure  a  quantity  of  hard  money,  not  lefs  than  20,000 
dollars,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  commander  in  chief,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fecret  fervices. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed,  in  conjunclion  with  the 
council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  examine  BefTonet  and  his  bar- 
keeper, having  reported,  that,  after  the  mod  diligent  enquiry,  they 
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find  nothing  proved  againft  Mr.  Beflbnet,  and  that  the  council  of 
fafety  and  faid  committee  are  of  opinion  he  ought  to  be  difcharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  inform  the  faid  council  of  fafety, 
that  Congrefs  have  no  objection  to  their  discharging  Mr.  Beflbnet. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northern  army,  having 
returned,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accompany- 
ing it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  fit  from 
day  to  day,  and  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poflible  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Living- 
fton,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Harrifon. 

Re-solved,  That2500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Abraham  Livingfton, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter-general,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  his  draught  in  favour 
of  the  faid  A.  Livingfton,  dated  Albany,  14th  November,  1776. 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  againft  the  fentence  paffed  in  the 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  on  the  libel,  "  Levin 
Jones,  iS"c.  v.  the   floop  Vulcan  :" 

Resolved,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  the  faid  appeal,  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper, 
and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  revife  the  refolutions  relative  to  captures  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legillatures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  refpectively,  to  pafs  fuch  laws,  as  will,moft  effectually, 
tend  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  of  the  tickets  of  the 
public  lottery. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Witherfpoon  Avas 
read,  informing,  that  they  have  appointed  an  affiftant  quarter-maf- 
ter  and  commiiTary,  to  provide  for  a  number  of  fick,  and  take  care 
of  ftores  fent  to  Princeton. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  inform  them  that  Congrefs  approve 
of  the  appointments. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war,  in  conjunction  with  a  member 
of  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  feize  the  perfon  and  papers 
of  Monfieur  Bonvolour  ;  and,  having  examined  him  and  them,  re- 
port to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  detain  fuch  com- 
panies of  the  German  battalion  as  have  not  already  marched. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdav,  November  28,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Whitely, 
lieutenant-colonel  of  colonel  Richardfon's  battalion  of  the  fiying- 
camp,  from  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  fome  fick  foldiers  of  faid  bat- 
talion, in  Philadelphia,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  William  Bradford,  fecond-lieutenant  in  captain 
Smith's  company  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  be  promoted  to 
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the  rank  of  firft-lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  the  firft-lieutenant  of  the 
laid  company,  religned. 

A  plan  of  an  artillery-yard  being  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Middlemen. 

Resolved,  That  533. .SO  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L.  Cad- 
wallader,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion  ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  like  fum  of  5  33.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Penrofe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  men  belonging  to  colonel  Ma- 
gavv's  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;    whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  governor  Trumbull,  defiring 
him  to  order  20  cannon,  carrying  {hot  of  1  8  pounds  weight,  to  be 
caft  at  Salisbury  furnace,  and  transported  to  Ticonderoga,  with  all- 
poifible  expedition  : 

That  flcilful  perfons  be  fent  to  examine  the  Saliibury  and  Mr. 
Livingfton's  foundei  ies  ;  and,  if  it  be  found  that  a  fufficient  number 
of  cannon  may  be  caft  there,  that  proper  artificers  be  forthwith  em- 
ployed in  the  work  ;  an  agreement  being  firft  made  with  governor 
Trumbull  and  Mr.  Livingfton  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  procure  provifions 
fufficient  for  5000  men,  during  eight  months,  to  be  lent  to  Alba- 
ny, and  from  thence  to  Fort-Anne,  and  the  like  quantity  to  remain 
in  Albany,  and  be  removed  elfewhere,  as  occafion  may  require  ; 
and  that  the  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  fend  to  Albany,  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  fait  to  cure  the  faid  provifions  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  cannon  ordered  from 
Salifbury  to  Ticonderoga,  and  directed  to  have  carriages  provided 
for  them  : 

Resolved,    That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  be  empowered  to  import 
fuch  quantities  of  rice  from  the  fouthern  ftates,  as  he  fhall  think 
neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  Dr.  Shippen's  letter  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Morgan  take  care  of  fuch  fick  and  wounded 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  are  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Kudfon's 
river,  and  that  Dr.  Shippen  take  care  of  fuch  fick  and  wounded  as 
are  on  the  weft-fide  of  Hudfon's  river  ;  and  that  they  both  be  di- 
rected to  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence  in  fuperui  tending  the  furgeons 
and  mates  of  the  army,  fo  that  the  fick  and  wounded  may  be  ef- 
fectually provided  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  their  recovery. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
South-Carolina  ;   the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Fit  id  at,  November  29,  1776. 

A  letter  from  S.  Parviance,  and  one  from  J.  Connolly,  and  a  pe- 
tition from  J.  Sullivan,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  J.  Sullivan  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  enquire,  minutely,  into 
the  fads  relative  to  the  capitulations  entered  into  by  major  Sher- 
bourne  and  major  Butterfield,  in  Canada  ;  that  they  be  empowered 
to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witneiTes  on  oath, 
and  that  they  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meafe  i'upply  the  lick  foldiers,  in  the  houfe  of 
employment  in  Philadelphia,  each,  with  one  ihirt. 

A  petition  from  major  John  Lamb  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  include  major  Lamb 
in  the  next  exchange  of  prifoners. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a 
farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  provide 
fufficient  quantities  of  antifcorbutics  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpitals  in 
the  northern  army  : 

That  the  holpital  at  Fort-Ceorge  be  continued  for  the  reception 
of  foldiers  labouring  with  contagious  difeafes,  and  that  there  be  a 
general  holpital  erected  on  Mount-Independence  : 

That  a  fuitable  fpot  of  ground  for  a  garden  be  enclofed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  general  holpital,  to  fupply  the  army  with 
vegetables  ;  and  that  labourers ^>e  hired  to  cultivate  it,  under  the 
direction  of  an  overfeer,  to  be  appointed  by  the  general  or  com- 
manding officer  : 

That  the  general,  or  commanding  officer,  in  each  of  the  armies, 
caufe  ftrict  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  directors  of 
the  hofpitals,  and  their  furgeons,  officers,  and  fervants,  and  of  the 
regimental  furgeons,  that  if  there  has  been  any  juft  ground  of  com- 
plaint in  thofe  departments,  the  offenders  may  be  punifhed  : 

That  the  colonel,  or  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  make 
frequent  enquiry  into  the  health  of  the  men  under  his  command, 
and  report  the  ftate  thereof,  with  any  negligence,  mal-practice,  or 
other  mifconduct  of  the  furgeons  or  others,  to  the  general,  and  to 
Congrefs,  delivering  copies  of  fuch  reports  to  all  perfons  therein 
accufed  : 

That  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  army, 
direct  all  the  batteaus  on  lakes  Champlain  and  George  to  be  im- 
mediately repaired  : 

That  100  batteaus  be  built  at  Schenectady,  fo  as  to  be  ready  for 
ufe  in  February  or  March  next,  at  fartheft  ;  and,  for  this  purpofe, 
that  boards,  pitch,  oakum,  and  other  neceffary  materials,  be  collec- 
ted and  artificers  employed,  by  the  general  or  commanding  officer  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  attain. 

The  committee  of treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  P.  E.  du  Simitiere,  for  defigning,  making,  and  drawing  a 
medal  for  general  Wafhington,  32  dollars  : 
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To  John  Dunlap,  for  printing  fundry  refolves  of  Congrefs,  com- 
miilions,  proclamations,  Sec.  654.66  dollars  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Robert  Towers, 
commiffary,  80  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Grenvold,  for  porterage  of  powder,  to  the  magazine, 
37.45  dollars  : 

To  James  Anderfon,  for  ferriage  of  Virginia  troops,  waggons, 
and  militia,  over  Sufquehanna,  27.18  dollars  : 

To  the  eftate  of  captain  Spring,  for  ftorage  of  continental  pow- 
der, 1  1 1.38  dollars  : 

To  the  following  prifoners  from  Canada,  and  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Rofs,  the  fum  of  229.77  dollars,  viz. 

To  capt.  Thomfon,  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  baggage  from  Al- 
bany to  Trenton,  11.55  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  26th  April 
to  28th  November,  inclufive,  31  weeks,  at  2  dols.  a-wet*k,  62  dols. 

To  Alexander  M'Culloch,  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  baggage  from 
Albany  to  Trenton,  10.35  dols.  and  his  allowance  from  26th  April 
to  28th  Nov.  inclufive,  31  weeks,  at  2  dols.  a-week,  62  dols.  and, 

To  William  Goodwin,  his  expenfes  of  family  and  baggage,  from 
Albany  to  Burlington,  14.27  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  27th 
March  to  27th  Nov.  inclufive,  35  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  70  dollars  : 

To  John  Houfe,  for  his  account  of  ferriage  of  troops,  waggons 
and  horfes  over  the  river  Potowmack,  30.30  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  provide,  as 
•foon  as  may  be,  arms  and  equipage  for  3000  horfe. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider 
and  report  a  proper  method  for  eftabliihing  and  training  cavalry 
in  this  continent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

A  petition  from  Alexander  Mercer  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managers  of  the 
lottery,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confederation  ; 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  prizes  only  be  drawn  : 

That  the  managers  be  authorized  to  employ  as  many  clerks  to 
affiftin  numbering  the  tickets,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  expediting 
the  bufinefs : 

That  two  preffes  be  employed  for  printing  the  tickets : 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  the  officers 
of  the  regiment  of  artillery  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

S-ifURDAr,  November  30,    1776. 
A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  with  a  lift  of  the  pri- 
foners taken  by  the  enemy  during  the  campaign  of  1776  ;  and  one, 
of  the  fame  date,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  New-York,  were  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
chat  they  confer  with  colonel  Miles,  who  is  come  from  New-York 
on  his  parole,  to  expedite  the  exchange  of  priloners. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Erwin,  wag- 
gon-mafter-general,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Fennfylvania  be  reques- 
ted to  have  eight  carriages  for  field-pieces  got  ready,  with  alt-pof- 
fible  expedition,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  continent,  to  be  delivered 
as  faft  as  made,  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war. 

The  commiilioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department, 
having  tranfmitted  to  Gongrefs  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Handing  committee 
for  Indian  affairs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managers  of  the 
lottery,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  conii- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  gratuity  to  the  managers  of  the  lottery,  for 
their  trouble  in  the  conduit  of  that  bulinefs,  be  left  to  the  future 
judgment  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  managers  be  authorized  to  appoint  agents  for  the  fale 
of  the  tickets  in  the  feveral  ftates,  and  offer  them  one-tenth  per 
cent,  on  the  tickets  or  billets  by  each  reflectively  fold  : 

That  the  public  be  at  the  rifk  of  conveying  the  tickets  or  billets 
to  the  agents  in  the  different  ftates  : 

That  the  agents  pay  the  money  received  by  them  for  the  fale  of 
tickets  or  billets  to  the  commiilioners  of  the  loan-office  of  the  ftate 
where  they  are  fold,  taking  receipts  therefor,  and  tranfmit  them 
to  the  managers  of  the  lottery  at  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  ftate  of  New- York  be  empowered  to  raife 
another  battalion  on  the  continental  eftablifhment : 

That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  New- York  be  em- 
powered to  appoint  an  aid-major  to  each  of  the  battalions  railed 
by  that  ftate,  the  pay  or  expenfe  of  which  to  be  borne  by  that  ftate. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  artillery-battalion,  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
Virginia  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  were  elected  : 

Charles  Harrifon,  Efq;  colonel  ;  Edward  Carrington,  Efq;  lieu- 
tenant-colonel ;  Chriftiern  Holmer,  major  ;  Samuel  Denny,  William 
Pierce,  Nathaniel  Burwell,  Buller  Clairbone,  Jofeph,  Scot,  William 
Murray,  Spotfwood  Dandridge,  Matthew  Smith,  Sir  John  Pettus, 
and  William  Waters,  captains. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be  requef- 
ted  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  fubaltern  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  purchafe,  for 
the  public  fervice,  fix  waggons,  with  four  horfes  and  proper  harnefs 
to  each  waggon,  and  to  employ  fnitable  drivers. 

An  addrefs  from  Nicholas  Biddle,  John  Barry,  Thomas  Read, 
Charles  Alexander,  and  John  Nicholfon,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  who  are 
directed  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  they  fhall  think  proper  in  con- 
fequence  thereof. 

The  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania  having,  by  Mr.  Morris,  informed 
Congrefs,  that  they  have  appointed  a  committee  of  their  body  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  on  the  requifition  of  Con- 
grefs, to  call  forth  immediately  the  affociators  of  the  city  and  li- 
berties of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks, 
Chefter,  and  Northampton  : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  the  committee  of 
the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  on  this  fubjedl,  and  agree  on  fuch. 
meafures  as  fhall  be  deemed  moft  for  the  public,  fervice. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Styner  is?  Cift,  for  paper  and  printing  minutes  of  Congrefs, 
Sec.  and  trouble  and  expenfes  in  attending  the  making  the  paper  for 
the  loan-office  notes,  130. 15  dollars. 

To  lieutenant  Peacock,  a  prifoner  of  the  7th  regiment,  for  his 
allowance  from  20th  December,  1775,  to  the  28th  November, 
1776,  48  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  96  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  William  Currie,  for  his  bill  of  medicines  and  provifions 
to  fick  foldiers  of  colonel  Scott's  and  colonel  Lawfon's  Virginia 
regiments,  67.37  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  major  John  Lamb,  for  the 
payment  of  the  men  of  his  artillery-company,  2000  dollars  j  he  to 
be  accountable : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  be  directed  and 
empowered  to  eftablilh  exprefles,  to  go  daily  to  and  from  head- 
quarters. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  refolutions  are  paffed  which  refpecl: 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  armies  of  the  faid  ftates, 
they  be  fent,  by  exprefs,  if  the  regular  poft  is  interrupted  or  not 
ready,  provided  the  prefident  fhall  judge  it  neceffary. 

A  petition  from  John  Noble  Taylor  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sunday,  December   1,   1776. 

Congrefs,  on  a  fummons,  met  this  day,  when  two  letters,  of  the 
30  th,  from  general  Wafhington,  at  Brunfwick,  were  read  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Ger- 
man battalion  to  march  immediately  to  join  general  Wafhington, 
and  that  the  faid  board  ufe  every  meafure  in  their  power  to  expe- 
dite their  march  with  all-poffible  difpatch  : 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  fupplying  guards  for  the  public 
ftoresj  Sec.  in  the  room  of  the  German  battalion  : 
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That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  appoint  one  or  more 
trufty  perfons,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  eaftern  ftates,  and  fee 
that  the  clothing  and  ftores,  which  have  been  ordered  to  be  pur- 
chafed  for  the  army,  be  collected  and  forwarded  to  the  army,  withall- 
poflible  drfpatch  ;  and  that  the  faid  perfon,  or  perfons,  have  power, 
to  purchafe,  or  caufe  to  be  purchafed,  fuch  neceffary  clothing  as  can 
be  procured  in  thofe  ftates,  and  to  have  it  forwarded  to  the  army  : 

That  general  Wafliington  be  informed,  he  has  the  full  approba- 
tion of  Congrefs  to  order  the  troops,  on  the  eaft-fide  of  Hudfon's 
river,  over  to  the  weft-fide  of  that  river,  whenever  he  fhall  think  it 
conducive  to  the  public-fervice  fo  to  do  : 

That  general  Wafliington  be  directed  to  order  the  clothes,  which 
have  been,  or  fhall  be  fent  to  head-quarters,  or  to  any  of  the  camps, 
to  be  diftributed,  firft  among  fuch  of  the  foldiers  as  ft  and  moft  in 
need  of  them  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  all  the  hats  and  caps 
he  can  procure,  proper  for  foldiers,  and  to  employ  as  great  a  num- 
ber of  taylors  as  poflible  in  making  up  clothes  for  foldiers  ;  and 
forward  thofe  articles,  from  time  to  time,  as  faft  as  ready,  to  gene- 
ral Wafliington  : 

That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  take  fuch  fteps,  as  they 
fhall  judge  proper,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  lick  of  the  army. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mondat,  December  2,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L.  Cadwal- 
lader,  for  the  ufe  of  the  men  belonging  to  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  800  dollars  be  advanced  captain  Doyle,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
independent  company  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewell,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  5333.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commiflioners  for  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they 
communicate  the  contents  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  take  fuch  meafures,  in  conference  thereof,  as  they  fhall  judge 
proper. 

Captain  Montgomery  having  offered  his  fervice,  with  that  of  his 
crew,  as  an  artillery  company, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent 
for  two  months,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged. 

Resolved,  That  he,  the  faid  James  Montgomery,  be  appointed 
captain,  that  Samuel  Carfon  be  appointed  captain-lieutenant,  and 
John  Douglafs,  lieutenant,  of  faid  company  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  one  month's  pay  to 
captain  Montgomery's  men,  upon  their  enlifting,  and  that  a  like 
advance  be  made  to  the  other  companies  of  artillery  : 
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That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  advance  20  dollars 
to  each  feaman  who  will  enter  to  1'erve  on  board  the  Randolph, 
captain  Biddle,  the  fame  to  be  deducted  out  of  their  mare  of  the 
prize-money. 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  purchafe,  imme- 
diately, ten  or  twelve  covered  waggons  for  the  artillery  : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  orders  for  removing  by  water  to 
Chriltiana-bridge,  the  2000  barrels  of  beef,  now  under  the  care  of 
commiffary  Wharton. 

Resolved^  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  fend  expreffes  immediately  to  the  counties  that  have  been 
defired  to  fend  forth  their  aifociators,  urging  them  forthwith  to 
march,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  hafly  advances  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  Virginia,  to  take  the  moll  effectual  meafures  for  purchafing  and 
collecting,  for  continental  ufe,  all  the  copper  and  other  materials 
fit  for  cafting  brafs  field-artillery,  that  can  be  got  in  that  ftate,  and 
that  Congrefs  will  defray  the  coft  and  expenfe  of  the  fame. 

Resolved)  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  ufe  of  the  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  that  ftate. 
A  letter,  of  the  lfc,  from  general  Walhington  was  read. 
Mr.  Read,  a  delegate  from  Delaware  ftate,  attended,  and  produ- 
ced the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  ftate, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  In  Council,  Nov.  8,  1776.  Whereas  George  Read,  John  Dick- 
infon,  and  John  Evans,  Efqrs;  have  been  chofen  by  joint  ballot  of 
both  houfes  of  affembly  to  reprefent  the  Delaware  ftate  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congrefs :  Refolved,  That  they, or  any  one  or  more  of  them, 
are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this 
ftate,  to  concert,  agree  to  and  execute  every  meafure,  which  they 
or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  lhall 
judge  neceffary,for  the  defence,  fecurity,  intereft  and  welfare  of  this 
ftate  in  particular,  and  of  America  in  general  ;  with  power  to  ad- 
journ tofuch  times  and  places  as  fhall  appear  moft  conducive  to  the 
public  fafety  and  advantage.     Sent  for  concurrence. 

"  In  affembly,  November  9,    17  76.     Read  and  concurred  in: 

John  M'Kinley,  Speaker. 
"  A  true  copy  :  Slator  Clay,  clerk  of  the  council." 
Resolved)  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  fend  immediately  one  of  their  gallies  along  the 
Jerlcy  more,  between  this  and  Trenton,  to  bring  over  ail  the  river- 
craft,  veffels  and  boats  from  the  Jerfey  to  the  Pennfylvania  fide  of 
Delaware,  in  order  to  prevent  their  becoming  ferviceable  to  the 
enemy,  in  their  attempts  to  crofs  the  faid  river  : 

That  it  be  earneffly  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  order  the  battalions  of  this  city  immediately  to 
march  and  join  general  Walhington  : 

That  the  faid  council  of  fafety  be  requefted  to  furnifh  the  Avag- 
gomrnafter-general  with  one  thoufand  waggons  for  the  ufe  of  the 
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army  ;  and,  as  in  the  prefent  emergency  of  public  affairs,  fuch  a 
fupply  of  waggons  is  absolutely  neceffary,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  faid  council  of  fafety  to  imprefs  the  waggons,  if  they  can- 
not be  otherwife  fpeedily  procured. 

Adjourned  to  fix  o'clock. 

Edem  Die,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  receive  from  Mr. 
Hyman  Levy  the  goods  in  his  hands  purchafed  for  the  Mate  of  New- 
York,  paying  him  the  balance  due  for  the  faid  goods,  together  with 
thofe  he  has  now  ready,  to  general  Wafhington,  taking  efpecial 
care  that  they  be  fent  in  fo  fafe  and  fecure  a  manner  as  to  avoid 
any  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  3,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Wafhington  ;  one,  of  the  fame 
date,  from  adjutant-general  Reed,  and  one  from  J.  Meafe,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe, 
for  the  public  fervice  ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Antil,  for 
the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment  ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  14,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Charles  Symes,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  12th  Virginia  battalion  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Clarke,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from 
that  ftate,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  council  and  affembly  of  the  ftate  of 
New-Jerfey,  held  at  Burlington,  on  the  30th  day  of  November, 
1776,  the  honourable  Nathaniel  Scudder  in  the  chair  ;  the  joint 
meeting  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  election  of  five  delegates  to 
reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  to  ferve  for  one  year,  unlefs  a 
new  appointment  mould  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  that  time ; 
and  the  following  perfons  were  duly  elected,  viz.  The  honourable 
Richard  Stockton,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  Serjeant,  Efq;  Dr.  John 
Witherfpoon,  Abraham  Clarke,  Efq;  Jonathan  Elmer,  Efq; 

"  Resolved,  That  any  one  or  more  of  the  faid  delegates,  who 
fhall  attend  in  Congrefs,  be  fully  empowered  to  reprefent,  and  vote 
in  behalf  of  this  ftate.  That  the  faid  delegates,  or  fuch  of  them  as 
have  not  already  taken  the  oaths  of  abjuration  and  allegiance  men- 
tioned in  the  aft  of  affembly  lately  paffed,  entitled,  "  An  act  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  government  of  New-Jerfey,"  do  take  the  faid 
oaths  before  they  take  their  feats. 

Signed  by  order  of  tbe  council  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  Neiv- Jersey  : 

Charles   Pettit,  Sec. 
Resolved,  That  the  hoard  of  war  be  directed  to  have  the  prison- 
ers, now  at  Briftol,  removed  from  thence  back  into  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Chamier  be  permitted  to  go  to  her  hufband 
at  New-York  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Lewis,  at  Flufh'mg,  on  Long-Illand, 
be  required  in  exchange. 


456  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  empowered  and  dire&ed  to  fettle 
with  and  pay  the  militia  of  the  Maryland  flying-camp  : 

That  the  commifiary  of  provifions  in  Philadelphia  fupply  -with 
rations,  in  lieu  of  mileage,  fuch  of  the  Maryland  troops  as  choofc 
to  go  home  : 

That  fuch  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
faid  troops  as  will  enlift.  for  three  years,  be  immediately  clothed  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  detain  as  many  of  the  clothes, 
now  in  his  hands,  as  will  be  neceffary  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  each  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
Maryland  militia,  who  will  not  enlift  for  three  years,  but  will  en- 
gage to  march  to  the  immediate  reinforcement  of  general  Wafh- 
ington,  and  remain  under  his  command  one  month,  be  fupplied  by 
Mr.  Meafe  with  a  fhirt,  a  pair  of  fhoes,  and  a  pair  of  (lockings,  on 
paying  for  the  fame  : 

That  fuch  of  the  militia  as  fliall  engage  to  ferve  to  the  10th  of 
March  next,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  be  entitled  to  a 
pair  of  fhoes  and  ftockings,  and  to  the  fame  rations  and  the  fame 
monthly  pay  with  the  other  troops  on  the  continental  eftablifhment, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  enrollment ;  and  that  one 
months'  pay  be  advanced  to  each  volunteer,  upon  his  enrollment. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  giving  the  Indians  in 
town  an  audience  ;  and  that  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  a  proper  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  troops  be  requefted 
immediately  to  parade  thofe  troops,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influ- 
ence to  perfuade  their  adoption  of  the  terms  propofed  by  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed,  in  cafe  he  has 
not  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  general  Howe,  for  exchang- 
ing governor  Franklin  for  general  Thomfon,  to  fufpend  the  exe- 
cution of  that  matter  till  farther  orders. 

A  petition  from  William  Dod  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  vifit 
his  brother,  who  is  confined  in  prifon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  vifit  and  converfe 
with  his  brother  in  prefence  of  the  gaoler. 

Resolved,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  con-, 
fideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  December  4,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  detain  from  marching  with  the  militia,  the  printers 
engaged  in  printing  certificates  for  the  continental  loan-offices,  and 
to  direct,  them  to  continue  executing  the  bufinefs  in  which  they  are 
employed. 

The  committee  cf  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under 
'Confideration  the  accounts  of  John  Harvie,  John  Montgomery,  and 
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'  Jafper  Yates,  Efqrs;  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department ;  that  the  faid  commiffioners  have  produced  accounts 
of  the  expenditure  of  1 3,464.7  dollars,  for  the  charges  and  expenfes 
of  the  late  treaty,  held  with  the  Indians,  at  Pittsburgh,  and  for 
their  allowance  for  their  time  and  expenfes  attending  the  faid  trea- 
ty ;  that  in  this  account,  are  included  the  expenfe  of  goods  pur-, 
chafed  by  Mr.  Morgan  for  private  prefents ;  for  expenfes  and  pay 
to  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr.  Girty  on  different  meSTages  ; 
for  kettles,  rations,  and  linen,  fupplied  the  continental  battalion  at 
Kittanning,  for  expenfes  of  Mr.  Morgan  coming  to  Philadelphia, 
and  going  to  New-York  with  two  Indian  chiefs,  and  returning  with 
them  to  Pittsburgh  ;  his  going  to  the  Indian  towns  to  invite  them 
to  a  treaty  ;  for  Sundry  fums  paid  to  the  militia  officers,  and  for  the 
fever  a!  accounts  due  from  the  department  to  this  time,  except  the 
militia  accounts  yet  unfettled,  and  the  falaries  due  to  Mr.  Morgan, 
and  the  former  agent,  and  alfo  800.2  dollars  due  to  fundry  per- 
fons  before  their  appointment,  whofe  accounts  were  fettled  by  a  com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  for  Indian  affairs.  The  balance  due  to  George 
Morgan,  Efq;  is  207.74  dollars,  firft  deducting  400  dollars  paid  him, 
by  Congrefs,  21ft  September  laft,  for  which  he  is  debited  : 

That  they  credit  the  fums  of  3000  dollars,  received  of  Congrefs, 
in  Auguft,  and  5333.30  dollars  the  2d  inftant,  and  alfo  5.30  dol- 
lars for  the  freight  of  a  ftill  to  Redftone,  and  two  fums,  amounting 
to  67.45  dollars,  which  are  twice  charged  in  the  accounts  : 

That  the  balance  due  to  the  commiffioners  is  5057.82  dollars; 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  furn  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  December  5,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  general  Washington,  enclofing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  major  Clark,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  pay  to  each  captain 
of  the  Maryland  troops  of  the  flying-camp,  who  cannot  produce 
pay-rolls,  fuch  a  fum  as  they  think  will  be  equal  to  the  arrears 
due  to  their  refpective  companies  ;  taking  a  receipt  from  the  ref- 
petftive  captains  for  the  money  advanced. 

Resolved,  That  two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  M.  Romand 
de  Liile,  and  to  M.  Kofciufzko. 

The  Indians  being  introduced,  delivered  a  fpeech  ;  and  Satur- 
day next  was  appointed  to  return  them  an  anfwer. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  procure  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  hof- 
pital,  for  the  purpofe  of  accommodating  the  fick  belonging  to  the 
continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  empowered  to  procure 
fuitable  perfons  to  take  care  of  the  fick,  and  to  remove  them  to 
fuch  convenient  places  in  the  country,  as  they  Shall  think  proper. 

Some  inhabitants  of  New- Jerfey  being  fent  under  guard  to  Phi- 
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ladelphia,  charged  with  the  crime  of  enlifting  men  for  general 
Howe,  and  fome  of  enlifting  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy, 

R$solved)  That  they  be  lent  under  guard  to  Frederick,  in  Mary- 
land, there  to  be  fafely  confined  ;  and  that,  until  they  can  be  lent 
away,  they  be  kept  confined  in  the  ftate-prifon  in  Philadelphia. 

Jiesolved,  That  capt.  Ottendorf  be  directed  to  raife  an  indepen- 
dent corps,  confifting  of  150  men,  ferjeants  and  corporals  included  : 

That  the  fame  be  divided  into  three  companies  ;  the  firft  com- 
pany to  confift  of  60  men,  light-infantry,  commanded  by  one  cap- 
tain and  two  lieutenants  ;  the  other  two  companies  of  hunters,  of  45 
men  each,  to  be  commanded  each  by  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants : 

That  captain  Ottendorf  have  the  rank  of  major,  be  captain  of 
the  light-infantry  company,  and  command  the  whole. 

That  an  adjutant  be  appointed  for  this  corps,  who  is  to  act  as 
quarter-mailer  and  pay-matter,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and 
pay  of  other  adjutants. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  write  to  the  general,  and  defire 
him  to  fend  Ifaac  Corren,  of  the  artillery,  to  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  150  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gunning  Bedford, 
mufter-mailer-general  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  time  for  drawing  the  lottery  be  altered  to 
the  10th  of  April. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  previous  to  any  other 
bufinefs,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  Hate  of  the  t  re  a  fury,  the  ways  and  means  of  railing 
fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  con- 
tinental currency. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  December  6,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one,  of  the 
27th  of  November,  from  general  Gates,  at  Albany,  with  a  paper  en- 
clofed,  fent  from  the  commanding  officer  at  St.  John's,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate  of  the 
treafury,  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fupplies  for  the  enfuing 
year,  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency  ;  and, 
after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  mat- 
ters to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereon  ; 
but,  not  having  perfected  the  bufinefs,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf.  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate  of  thej 
treafury,  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fupplies  for  the  enfuing 
year,  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

Resolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  for 
the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 
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Upon  reprefentation  made  by  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  that 
Melchior  Salady,  a  private  foldier  in  captain  Farmer's  company  of 
colonel  Miles'  battalion,  would  be  very  ferviceable  to  them  in  ex- 
ecuting their  contract  for  making  cannon  for  Congrefs  : 

Resolved,  That  Melchior  Salady  be  difcharged,  by  the  proper 
officer,  from  the  company,  provided  he  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the 
faid  Hughes. 

The.feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTusdat,  December  7,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Waflnngton,  at  Trenton,  and 
one,  of  the  2 1ft  to  25th  November,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Sara- 
toga, with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
exchange  fuch  of  the  Canadians  as  they  {hall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  prelident  write  to  the  four  New-England  go- 
vernments, and  requeftthem  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influence  in  railing 
their  refpecYive  quotas  of  troops,  and  to  haften  their  march,  with  all 
poffible  diligence,  to  the  places  appointed  for  their  rendezvous,  by 
general  Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  applied  tosvards  furnifhing  the  feve- 
ral  officers  with  bounty-money  for  enlifting  men  on  the  new  eftab- 
lifhment  ;  the  faid  council  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Biddle  be  empowered  to  enlift  into  the 
continental  fervice,  fuch  of  the  failors  in  prifon  as  he  fhall  think 
proper. 

The  committee  of  t  re  a  fury  reported,  that  there  is  due,  and  to  be 
paid  to  the  order  of  Allen  M'Donald,  fen.  Allen  M'Donald,  juri. 
Alexander  M'Donald,  Rennsl  M'Donald,  and  Archibald  M'Donald, 
hoftages  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading,  for  the  allowance 
due  to  themfelves  and  their  three  fervants,  from  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  10th  of  December,  inclufive,  143  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Smith,  for  fupplies  to 
the  troops  of  the  5th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  left  fick  at  Wil- 
mington, the  fnm  of  677.25  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  lieut-col.  Jacob  Boyer,  for  furnifhing  his 
battalion  of  militia  with  7495  rations  of  provifions,  on  their  march 
from  Berks  county  to  the  camp  in  NeAV-Jerfey,  739.45  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Edwards,  for  vi&ualling  the  fccond  battalion  of 
militia,  of  Lancafter  county,  commanded  bv  col.  Curtis  Grubb,  on 
their  march  to  Bergen,  in  New-Jerfey,  and  for  the  hire  of  two  bag- 
gage-waggons, 1319.61  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Marfteiler  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  for 
procuring  cannon  for  the  public  fervice  ;  the  faid  committee  to  ac- 
count for  the  expenditure. 
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Resolved,  That  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  difcharge  of 
bufinefs,  the  following  rules  be  invariably  obferved  : 

That  Congrefs  be  opened  every  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  Sundays 
excepted  : 

That  Mr.  Prefident  take  the  chair  precifely  at  that  time. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Indians  were  introduced, 
and  the  following  fpeech  was  delivered  to  them  : 

Brothers  of  the  Six-Nations,  Delawares  and  Shanuanese, 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America, 
are  extremely  pleafed  to'  fee  you.    We  take  you  by  the  hand,  and 
bid  you  welcome  to  our  great  council-fire. 
Brothers, 

You  fay  that  God  Almighty  has  been  pleafed  to  bring  us  toge- 
ther. You  fay  well.  He  fuperintends  and  governs  men  and  their 
actions.  He  now  fees  us.  He  judges  of  the  fincerity  of  our  hearts, 
and  will  punifn  thofe  who  deceive. 

Brothers,  Sachems  and  Warriors, 

You  have  heard  what  our  commiffioners  have  faid  to  you  at! 
Pittsburgh,  by  our  directions.  You  have  liftened  to  their  argu- 
ments ;  and  your  own  reafon  will  fuggeft,  that  the  conduct  they 
have  recommended  to  you,  muft  be  productive  of  your  happinefs  and 
welfare.  We  think  that  you  muft  be  fully  convinced  that  your 
fafetv,  as  nations,  depends  on  preferving  peace  and  friendlhip,  with 
the  white  people  of  this  ifland. 

We  are  forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  great  men,  and  are 
well  pleafed  that  our  commiffioners  have  wiped  the  tears  from  your 
eyes,  and.  covered  the  graves  of  our  departed  friends. 

Our  hearts  are  good  towards  all  the  Indians  in  the  woods,  who 
have  friendly  difpofition  toward  us. 

We  love  peace,  and  wifli  that  the  chain  of  friendfhip  between 
us  and  you  may  contract  no  ruft.  On  our  part,  we  will  do  every 
thing  to  keep  it  bright  and  ftrong. 

But  mould  we  be  attacked  by  any  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  woods, 
we  hope  to  convince  them  that  we  can  repel  their  attempts  with 
eafe.  Friendfhip,  however,  with  you,  is  what  we  earneftly  defire  ; 
our  commiffioners  have  told  you  fo,  and  they  have  not  deceived  you. 

We  now  inform  you,  that  we  wifh  to  fit  down  with  you  under 
the  fame  tree  of  peace  ;   to  water  its  roots  and  cherilh  its  growth, 
fo  that  it  may  fhelter  us  and  you,  and  our  and  your  children. 
Brothers, 

Wc  have  prepared  Come  prefents  for  you,  which  our  commiffioners 
will  deliver  before  your  departure. 

The  Indians,  having  returned  thanks  for  the  fpeech  delivered, 
informed  Congrefs  that  they  had  fomething  to  fay  on  Monday 
next,  and  withdrew. 

Eesohdd,  That  the  countil  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  defired 
to  fufpend  the  farther  execution  of  the  requeft  made  to  them  on  the 
2d  inftant,  to  procure  one  thoufand  waggons  : 

That  the  waggons  procured,  in  confequence  of  the  faid  requeftj 
be  fent  to  the  ciuarter-mafter-oreneral.  • 
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Resolved^  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  to  return  to  Mr.  Levy 
the  goods  he  had  from  him,  and  receive  back  the  money  advanced 
on  that  account  :  the  faid  goods  being  fent  for  by  the  ftate  of 
New-York,  on  whofe  account,  and  by  whole  order,  they  were  pur- 
chafed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  brigadier-general  Thompfon,  for  his  pay  for  the  months  of 
October  and  November,  250  dollars  : 

To  lieutenant  Rofs  Currie,  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  regular  forces,  for  the  balance  of  his  pay  from  March  to 
November,  inclufive,  90  dollars: 

To  Samuel  M'Kinzie,  furgeon  to  the  2d  battalion  of  Penfylvania 
regular  forces,  for  4  months'  pay,  at  33  dollars  a-month,  132  dols. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

3IoNDAr,  December  9,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Wafhington  ;  one,  of  the  22d 
Nov.  from  gen.  Ward,  enclofing  one  of  the  9th  of  the  fame  month 
from  gen.  Gates ;  one  of  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month  from  G.  Morgan, 
at  Pittsburgh ;  and  a  petition  and  remonftrance  from  the  captains  and 
fubalterns  of  col.Mackay's  battalion;  a  letter  of  the  17th  Nov.  from 
lieutenant-colonel  Wilfon,  of  the  faid  battalion;  and  a  letter  of  the 
22d  November  from  John  Avery,  at  Bolton,  were  read  : 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  25th  November  from  colonel  M.  Hazen  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  northern  army. 

Resolved^  That  another  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved)  That  the  fum  of  117.11  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel 
Haufleger,  in  full  of  his  account  for  boards,  &c.  bought  for  the 
public  fervice,   and  for  his  expenfes. 

Resolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  companies  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Houelman  Arnold  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of 
the  company  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf: 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New-Terfey, 
for  the  public  fervice  ;   they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  for  the  public 
fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rifberg,  the  affiftant  quarter-m  after  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  directed  to  fend  by  water  to  Ghriftiana  bridge,  the  mi- 
litary {lores  fent  from  the  army,  and  that  they  be  fafely  lodged  there 
till  farther  orders. 

Resolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Carpenter 
Wharton  for  the  public  fervice  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  give  the  continental  officers,  and  all  others,  employed  in  re- 
moving the  public  ftores  from  Philadelphia,  whether  by  land  or  wa- 
ter, all  the  affiftance  in  their  power. 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the.  inhabitants  of  America,  and  a  recommendation  to 
the  feveral  ftates,  to  appoint  a  day  of  fading,  humiliation,  and 
prayer: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  empowered  and  direfted  to  fet- 
tle and  pay  the  arrears  due  to  colonel  Hay?s  battalion  of  the  flying- 
camp. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  De  Naif  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of 
artillery  under  M.  Romand  de  Lifle. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  prifoners  fent  from  New-Jerfey. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee. 

Whereas,  in  confequence  of  many  complaints  that  engroffers  had 
diftrcfled  the  public,  by  raifing  fait  to  an  exorbitant  price,  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  with  the  approbation  of  Congrefs, 
took  the  management  of  the  affair  into  their  hands,  and  have  en- 
deavoured, by  as  juft  and  equal  a  diftribution  as  poffible  of  the  fait 
imported  from  time  to  time,  to  fupply  the  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try; yet,  it  is  found  upon  trial,  either  from  the  artful  conduct  of 
interefted  perfons  not  difcovered,  or  from  the  impofhbility  of  the 
thing  itfelf,  that  the  remedy  has  been  ineffectual  ;  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, fait  continues  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  this  port,  than  when  no 
regulations  have  been  tried:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  take  off  all  reftraint  upon  the  fale  of  fait  ;  and 
give  public  notice,  that  it  fnall  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  to  import 
and  fell  it,  in  fuch  manner,  and  at  fuch  prices,  as  lhall  fuit  volunta- 
ry purchafers. 

Resolved,  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Govett,  affiftant 
to  the  auditor-general  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  this  Congrefs  (hall  be  under  the  neceflity 
of  removing  from  Philadelphia,  it  fhall  be  adjourned  to  Baltimore. 

Whereas  general  Wafhington  hath  repeatedly  applied,  and  hath 
yefterday  renewed,  his  application,  for  an  immediate  reinforcement 
for  the  defence  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafetv  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted,  this  day,  to  fend  expreffes,  that  can  be  relied  on,  to  the  feveral 
counties,  earneftly  requefting'  that  they  march  what  troops  they  can 
collect,  armed  and  provided  in  the  beft  manner  poffible,  to  the  army 
under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  furnifh  captain 
Henderlbn's  company,  of  the  11th  Pennfylvania  battalion,  with 
blankets  and  {lockings. 

Resolved,  That  expreffes  be  immediately  fent  to  the  committees 
of  the  counties  of  Coecil,  Baltimore,  Hartford,  and  Frederick,  in 
Maryland,  requeftjng  that  they  apply,  without  delay,  to  the  militia 
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of  their  refpe£live  counties,  and  fend  forward,  immediately,  for  the 
defence  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  reinforcement  of  gene- 
ral Washington's  army,  as  many  troops  as  poffible,  informing  the 
faid  committees  that  fome  affiftance,  in  the  way  of  arms,  may  be  fur- 
nilhed  here,  to  fuch  as  have  no  arms  to  bring  with  them  : 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Delaware,  re- 
quefting  them  to  fend  forward,  immediately,  for  the  purpofe  afore- 
faid,  as  many  troops  as  poffible,  giving  them  the  like  information 
with  refpedl  to  arms. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  care  of  the 
arms  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  have  them  properly  fecured. 

Resolved,  That  William  Chambers  be  appointed  captain,  Alex- 
ander Wilfon,  firft-lieutenant,  isf  Adam  Hoops,  fecond-lieutenant, 
in  the  3d  battalion  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  col.  M.  Hazen. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  December  10,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Lee,  at  Morriftown  ;  one,  of 
the  9  th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  letter,  of  the  6th,  from 
general  Heath,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  prifoners  fent  from  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey 
by  general  Wafhington,  and  ordered  to  Frederick-town,  in  Mary- 
land, be  conveyed  there  by  captain  Mountjoy  Baily,  with  a  guard 
of  18  foldiers : 

That  the  faid  guard  be  furnifhed  with  arms,  cartridges,  knap- 
facks,  and  blankets  : 

That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  the  middle 
diftricl  of  Frederick  county,  to  defray  the  charges  of  conveying 
the  prifoners  there,  and  the  expenfe  of  furnilhing  rations  to  the  pri- 
foners and  the  guard  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  general  Mifflin  be  directed  to  repair  immediate- 
ly to  the  neighbouring  counties,  and,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power, 
roufe  and  bring  them  in,  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia. 

As  the  Congrefs  deem  it  of  great  importance  to  the  general  good 
and  fafety,  that  general  Mifflin  fhould  make  a  progrefs  thro'  the. 
feveral  counties  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  roufe  the  freemen 
thereof,  to  the  immediate  defence  of  this  city  and  country, 

Resolved,  That  the  affembly  be  requefted  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  their  body  to  make  the  faid  tour  with  general  Mifflin,  in  order 
to  affift  him  in  this  good  and  neceflary  work. 

Resolved,  That  theprelident  return  to  Congrefs  the  25,000  dol- 
lars received  for  the  ufe  of  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Putnam  be  directed  to  have  the 
feveral  recruits,  and  other  continental  troops  in  Philadelphia,  imme- 
diately paraded,  and  that  he  proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  the 
proper  defences  for  the  protection  and  fecurity  of  this  city  : 

That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  give 
major-general  Putnam  all  the  affiftance  in  their  power,  for  the  jpee- 
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cution  of  the   above  neceffary  bufinefs,  by  calling  forth  the  inha- 
bitants, and  by  any  other  means  in  their  judgment  proper. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced 'to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ft  ate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  1 35.30  dols.  be  paid  to  Robert  Patton,  for  his  fer- 
vices  as  mefienger,  from  the    15th  of  May  to  the  4th  of  Dec.  inft. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  America,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  :  and,  being  de- 
bated by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  have  it  publifhed  vL9'  difperfed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  mould  be  advanc- 
ed to  Mrs.  Stevenfon,  the  fum  of  200  dollars,  on  account  of  her 
hufband,  James  Stevenfon,  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  accounts  ; 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Montgomery  and  Jafper  Yates,  com- 
miffioners of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for  their  ac- 
count of  debts  due  to  fundry  perfons  on  the  vifit  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
from  Pittsburgh  to  Congrefs,  1178.24  dollars: 

To  the  reverend  Mr.  Fowler,  Indian  miffionary,  being  a  balance 
due  to  him  for  his  fervices  at  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Pittf- 
burgh,  35  dollars  : 

To  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  for  eight  months'  houfe-rent  for  the  trea- 
fury-office,  as  auditor-general  to  the  9th  inftant,  wood  for  the  ufe 
of  the  office,  Ecc.  Sec.,  the  fum  of  369.61  dollars  : 

To  St.  Luke  la  Corne,  capt.  Frazier,  and  major  Campbell,  for 
the  allowance  for  thcmfelves  and  three  fervants,  from  24th  Sept.  to 
3d  Dec.  90  dollars  ;  the  fame  to  be  paid  to  col.  Donald  Campbell : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Waffiington,  and 
defire  him  to  fend  a  party  to  watch  the  roads  leading  from  New- 
Jerfey  to  Philadelphia,  above  Trenton,  and  give  Congrefs  the  ear- 
lieft  notice  of  the  enemy's  motions. 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Antil,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  battalion,  commanded  by 
colonel  M.  Hazen  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,,  That  two  of  the  continental  battalions,  now  railing  in 
Connecticut,  be  ftationed  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  ftate,  in  fuch 
parts  .thereof,  as  governor  Trumbull  lhall  judge  moft  conducive  to 
that  purpofe,  till  Congrefs  (ball  order  otherwife. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurer,  upon  the  order  of  the  government 
of  Connecticut,  pay  out  of  the  firft  monies  which  (hall  be  received 
into  the  loan-office  in  that  ftate,  40,000  dollars  ;  the  faid  ftate  to 
be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Antoine  Seelimbe  appointed  a  captain  of  a  rifle- 
company  in  the  corps  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■•o®  *2&*  ^b*"»" 

IVednesdat,  December   11,    1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  appointing 
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a  day  of  fading  and  humiliation,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged  with 
Great-Britain,  has  not  only  been  prolonged,  but  is  likely  to  be 
carried  to  the  greateft  extremity  ;  and  whereas,  it  becomes  all  pub- 
lic bodies,  as  well  as  private  perfons,  to  reverence  the  Providence 
of  God,  and  look  up  to  him  as  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  events, 
and  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  nations  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  States,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  to  appoint  a  day  of  folemn  fatting  and  humiliation  ; 
to  implore  of  Almighty  God  the  forgivenefs  of  the  many  fins  pre- 
vailing among  all  ranks,  and  to  beg  the  countenance  and  affiftance 
of  his  Providence  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  juft  and  necef- 
fary  war. 

The  Congrefs  do  alfo,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  recommend  to 
all  the  members  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  the  officers 
civil  and  military  under  them,  the  exercife  of  repentance  and  re- 
formation ;  and  further,  require  of  them  the  ftrift  obfervation  of 
the  articles  of  war,  and  particularly,  that  part  of  the  faid  articles, 
which  forbids  profane  fwearing,  and  all  immorality,  of  which  all 
fuch  officers  are  defired  to  take  notice. 

It  is  left  to  each  ftate  to  iffue  out  proclamations  fixing  the  day 
that  appears  moil  proper  within  its  bounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  publifhed  by  the  committee  who 
brought  in  the  report. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  general  Wafhington,  at  the  falls  of 
Delaware,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  prifoners  fent  from 
New-Jerfey,  reported,  that  they  have  performed  that  fervice,  and 
find  fome  confiderable  diftinftion  between  them  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be.  empowered  to  difcharge 
from  gaol  fuch  of  the  faid  prifoners  as  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
engaged  in  meafures  againft  the  United  States  of  America  ;  the 
faid  prifoners  firft  figning  a  declaration,  that  they  will  not  hereaf- 
ter engage  in  fuch  meafures,  nor  give  the  enemies  of  America  aid, 
information,  counfel,  or  affiftance,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatso- 
ever ;  and  that  fuch  as  the  faid  committee  judge  proper,  give  fecu- 
rity  not  to  depart  the  city  of  Philadelphia  without  leave  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Putnam  be  directed  to  order  parties  of  ac- 
tive, fpirited  men,  with  proper  guides,  to  crofs  from  Philadelphia  to 
New-Jerfey  ;  and,  under  the  conduct  of  good  officers,  to  aft  as  har- 
raffing  parties,  and  get  the  bell  intelligence  of  the  motions  and 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  directing  them  to  fend  frequent  daily  intel- 
h  .nee  through  him  to  Congrefs,  of  the  difcoveries  they  fliall  be 
able  to  make  of  the  enemy's  movements  and  fituation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  December    12,    1776. 
A  letter,/of  the  1 1th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Guftavus  Rifberg, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  R.  Dallum,  Efq; 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  the  faid  council  to  be  accountable : 

That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Way,  of  Wil- 
mington, for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  the  two  companies  raifed  in  the  town  of  Wefl- 
moreland,  be  ordered  to  join  general  Wafhington,  with  all-poffible 
expedition. 

Resolved)  That  the  continental  apothecary  be  directed  immedi- 
ately to  pack  up  all  the  continental  medicines,  and  fend  them  to 
the  quarter-mafter-general  : 

That  the  quarter-mafter-gen.  be  directed  to  remove  all  the  medi- 
cines belonging  to  the  continent  in  Philadelphia  to  aplace  of  fecurity: 

That  the  frigate  Randolph  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the 
continental  general  commanding  in  Philadelphia,  to  act  as  he  mail 
direct,  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  and  preventing  the  enemy  from 
palling  the  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  53.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Sproat,  clerk 
at  the  war-office,  for  his  fervices  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Walton,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended,  and  produced 
a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  the  convention  of  that  (late,  inform- 
ing him  of  his  appointment,  with  others,  to  reprefent  that  Rate  for 
the  enfuing  year  : 
-  Resolved,  That  he  be  admitted  to  a  feat. 

Resolved,  That  Elifha  Sheldon  be  appointed  lieutenant-colonel- 
commandant  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  the  continental  eftablifh- 
ment,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  foot  ;  and  that  general 
Wafhington  be  authorized  to  appoint  the  other  officers  to  the  faid 
regiment  ;  and  that  the  colonel,  with  his  officers,  proceed,  without 
delay,  to  raife  and  difcipline  the  faid  regiment  ;  and  that  they  re- 
pair to  and  join  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhing- 
ton, by  companies,  as  foon  as  each  company  fhall  be  complete  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  advance  to  colonel 
Sheldon  fuch  funis  of  money  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  employ  one 
or  more  fart-failing  veffels,  to  proceed  immediately  on  a  cruize  off 
the  Capes  of  Delaware,  and  give  notice  to  all  (hips  and  veffels  in- 
ward bound  of  the  ftate  of  this  port,  in  order  that  they  may  pro- 
ceed to  fome  other  place  or  places  of  more  fafety. 

Resolved.  That  gen.  Putnam  be  directed  to  fend  Dr.  John  Con- 
nolly under  guard  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  there  to  be  confined. 

Resolved)  That  the  continental  general  commanding  in  Phila- 
delphia, be  directed  to  defend  the  fame  to  the  utmoft  extremity, 
againft  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  get  pofTeffion  of  it  ;  and  that, 
for  this  end,  he  apply,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  council  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania  for  their  aid  and  affiftance. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  empowered  to  borrow  a  fum, 
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not  exceeding  10,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  marine  committee  ; 
and  Congrefs  will  indemnify  him. 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Dod  be  releafed  from  confinement. 

Resolved,  That  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  in  or  near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  general  Put- 
nam ;  and  that  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  and  all  other  perfons  having  continen- 
tal {tores  in  care,  make  immediate  return  of  the  fame  to  general 
Putnam,  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  of  each,  and  where  the  fame 
are  placed,  that  the  general  may  take  order  therein,  either  for 
fafety  or  ufe,  as  he  iliall  judge  proper. 

Resolved,  That  general  Putnam  be  authorized  to  employ  all  the 
private  armed  vefVels  in  this  harbour,  for  the  defence  and  fecurity 
of  the  city  ;  and  that  he  take  the  mod  effectual  meafures  For  man- 
ning them,  and  putting  them  in  fit  condition  for  the  above  purpofe. 

Major-general  Putnam  and  brigadier-general  Mifflin  being  cal- 
led to  a  conference,  and  having,  by  ftrong  arguments,  urged  the 
neceflity  of  the  Congrefs  retiring,  it  was,  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilfon  inform  the  affembly  and  council  of 
Pennfylvania  of  the  propofed  adjournment  of  Congrefs,  and  the 
place  to  which  they  have  refolved  to  adjourn  ;  and  acquaint  them, 
that  Congrefs  will,  at  all  times,  on  their  application,  be  ready  to 
comply  with  their  requisitions  for  the  fecurity  of  this  city  and  ftate 
againft  the  common  enemy. 

Whereas  the  movements  of  the  enemy  have  now  rendered  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  city  the  feat  of  war,  which  will  prevent  that 
quiet  and  uninterrupted  attention  to  the  public  bufinefs,  which 
ihould  ever  prevail  in  the  great  continental  council  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  be,  for  the  prefent,  adjourned  to 
the  town  of  Baltimore,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  to  meet  on  the 
20th  inftant,  unlefs  a  furRcient  number  to  make  a  Congrefs  fhall 
be  there  fooner  affembled  ;  and  that  until  the  Congrefs  fha!l  other- 
wife  order,  general  Wafhington  be  pofTeffed  of  full  power  to  order 
and  direct  all  things  relative  to  the  department,  and  to  the  opera- 
tions of  war  :  and  that  the  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be 
poftponed  to  the  day  to  which  Congrefs  is  adjourned. 

-^^S9!&  ^^^BRt**— 

BALTIMORE. 
Fridat,  December  20,    1776. 
Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  produced  the  credentials  of  their 
appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  In  Convention,  Savannah,  October  9,  1776. 
"  The  convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  ftate  in  the  continental  Congrefs  for  the  year  enfuing  :  when, 
on  clofmg  the  poll,  it  appeared  that  John  Houfton,  Lyman  Hall, 
Button  Gwinnett,  George  Walton,  and  Nathan  Brownfon,  Efqrs; 
were  duly  elected,  and  declared  fo  accordingly. 
A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

Edward  Langworthy,  Secretary." 
Vol.  II.  O  3 
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Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  12th,  13th,  and  15th; 
one,  of  the  13th,  from  general  Sullivan  ;  four,  from  R.  Morris,  at 
Philadelphia,  of  the  13th,  14th,  16th,  and  17th;  one,  of  the  8th, 
from  general  Woofter  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Griffith  be  appointed  to  fupply  the 
prifoners  from  North-Carolina  with  provisions,  clothing,  blankets, 
and  fuel,  fufficient  to  protecLthem  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  ;  and  that  the  apartments,  in  which  they  are  confined,  be 
glazed,  and  in  other  refpefts  fecured  from  the  weather,  fo  that  the 
health  of  the  prifoners  may  be  preferved,  and  they  experience  that 
humanity  which  hath  ever  marked  the  conduct  of  this  Congrefs  to 
its  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Wafhington,  and. 
defire  him  to  fend  a  flag  to  general  Howe,  and  enquire  in  what 
manner  general  Lee,  who  has  been  taken  prifoner,  is  treated  :  and 
if  he  finds  that  he  is  not  treated  agreeable  to  his 'rank  and  charac- 
ter, to  fend  a  remonftrance  to  general  Howe  on  the  fubjeft  ;  and 
farther,  to  enquire  of  general  Howe  whether  he  will  grant  permif- 
fion  to  fend  general  Lee  fuch  fupplies  of  money  as  may  be  neceffary 
to  fupport  him,  during  his  confinement,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to 
his  rank  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  prefident  alfo  write  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  requeft  him 
to  fend  100  half-johannes  to  general  Wafhington  for  the  ufe  of 
general  Lee. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT)  December  21,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  Iff  of  O&ober  laft,  from  S.  Deane,  Efq;  alfo,  one 
of  the  19th,  from  the  committee  of  Frederick  county,  with  fundry 
refolutions  paffed  by  the  faid  committee,  refpedting  the  marching 
of  the  militia  of  that  county,  to  join  general  Wafhington,  were  read. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  prifoners  were  arrived 
at  Baltimore  from  Philadelphia : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  Baltimore  town  be  requefted  to 
fecure,  in  a  convenient  room,  under  a  guard,  the  faid  prifoners,  ex- 
cept the  two  Goodrich's,  who  are  to  be  committed  to  gaol  ;  that 
Mr.  B.  Griffith  be  empowered  to  fupply  them  with  provifions  and 
other  things  abfolutely  necefTary  for  them,  until  farther  orders  of 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Thomas  Price, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  battalion  ;   he  to  be   accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under 
confideration  the  account  of  colonel  W.  Richardfon  for  guarding 
the  continental  treafury  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore  ;  that  the 
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expenfe  of  the  guard,  with  provender  for  the  teams,  amounts  to 
378. S3  dollars ;  that  he  credits  300  dollars  received  by  a  warrant  on 
the  treafurer,  and  that  there  remains  due  to  the  laid  colonel  W. 
Richardfon,  78.83  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  general  Armftrong,  at  Philadelphia, 
was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boad  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington  and  Mr.  Morris,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  proper  magazines  of  provifions  for  the  army  be 
immediately  formed  in  or  near  Pennfylvania,  and  that  Congrefs  ap- 
prove of  the  general's  fending  general  Armftrong  to  fix  upon  the 
moft  fecure  and  convenient  places  for  fuch  magazines,  to  animate 
the  militia,  and  facilitate  the  recruiting-fcrvice  in  Pennfylvania: 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Wafhington's  fending  general 
Smallwood  to  Maryland,  to  encourage  and  promote  the  fpeedy 
railing  of  the  new-levies  therein  ;  and  that  general  Smallwood  be 
requefted  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  in  executing  that  bufinefs  : 

That  Robert  Morris,  George  Clymer,  and  George  Walton,  Efqrs; 
be  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  with  powers  to  execvite  fuch  continen- 
tal bufinefs  as  may  be  proper  and  neceffary  to  be  done  at  Philadel- 
phia : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  immediately  fent  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  fub- 
ject  to  the  difpoiition  of  the  faid  committee,  for  providing  the  mi- 
litia going  into  fervice  ;  for  paying  the  foldiers  from  Ticonderoga, 
and  for  fuch  other  public  ufes  as  they  fhall  think  proper  : 

That  if  the  above  fum  fhould  be  infufficient,  the  faid  committee 
have  power  to  call  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office,  in  Penn- 
fylvania, for  fuch  farther  funis,  as  the  continental  fervice  there  may 
demand  : 

That  the  faid  committee  keep  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with 
Congrefs,  informing  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  their  proceedings 
herein  : 

That  the  refolve  refpecYing  the  appointment  of  this  committee, 
and  its  powers,  be  tranfmittedto  Mefiieurs  Morris,  Clymer  and  Wal- 
ton, by  Mr.  Prefident  ;  and  that  he  inform  the  faid  gentlemen,  that 
Congrefs  approve  their  care  of  the  public  bufinefs  as  fignified  in 
Mr.  Morris's  letters.  Alfo,  that  Mr.  Morris  be  informed,  Congrefs 
highly  approve  his  plan  of  fitting  the  continental  frig-ates  at  Phi- 
ladelphia regularly  for  fea,  with  all-poffible  expedition  : 

That  Mr.  fecretary  Peters  be  directed,  by  the  board  of  war,  to 
repair  to  Baltimore  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Resolved)  That  19,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John  Boyd, 
pay-mafter  of  colonel  Mackay's  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved)  That  two  chaplains  be  appointed  to  Congrefs,  and  that 
Monday  next  be  alfigned  for  ele&ing  them. 
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Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  Frederick  county  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  18,000  dollars  be  tranfmitted  to  the  committee 
of  Frederick,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Frederick, 
Wafhington,  and  Montgomery,  who  march  to  reinforce  general 
Wafhington  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  faid  committee  tranfmit  to  general  Wafhington  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  money  advanced  to  the  militia. 

Resolved^  That  officers  of  troops  enlifted  for  three  years,  or  dur- 
ing the  war,  receive  pay  on  the  new  eftablifhment,  from  the  time 
of  their  being  appointed  by  their  refpective  dates,  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  paffed  the  16th  of  September  laft. 

Resolved^  That  fuch  alteration  be  made  in  the  rations  of  the 
Virginia  troops  as  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate  fhall  di- 
rect, provided  the  expenfe  does  not  exceed  that  of  the  ration  efta- 
blilhed  for  the  continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  W.  Richardfon, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  empowered  to  examine  into  the 
ftate  of  the  North-Carolina  prifoners,  and  have  fuch  of  them  as 
are  fick,  removed  to  a  private  houfe,  and  kept  under  guard  ;  and 
that  he  provide  a  phyfician  to  attend  them. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  pay  the  mili- 
tia that  may  reinforce  his  army,  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  other 
troops  are  paid;  and  that,  on  their  di  [charge,  one  penny  a-mile  be 
allowed  in  lieu  of  rations,  to  fupport  them  on  their  march  to  their 
refpeftive  places  of  abode. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MondaT)  December  23,    1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  elefted  the  reverend 
Mr.  P.  Allifon  and  the  reverend  Mr.   W.  White,  chaplains. 

Ordered)  That  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Hooper,  inform  the  faid  gentlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  de- 
lire  their  attendance. 

Mr.  Hooper  having  reported,  that  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
prifoners  is  very  difagreeable  and  dangerous  to  their  health,  on  ac- 
count of  the  prifon  being  much  out  of  repair,  it  was,  thereupon, 

Resolved)  That  until  the  apartments  in  the  gaol  of  the  town  of 
Baltimore  be  repaired,  and  put  in  fuch  a  condition  as  not  to  endan- 
ger the  health  of  thofe  who  may  be  confined  in  them,  the  prifoners 
from  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina  be  removed  from  thence  to  dif- 
ferent rooms  in  the  court-houfe,  or  wherever  elfe  they  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  there  fafely  locked  up  and  fe cured ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  infpection  of  the  faid  town,  be  requefted  to  direct  proper 
apartments  for  their  reception,  and,  from  time  to  time,  keep  up  a 
good  and  lufficient  guard  over  them  ;  and,  in  order  to  fecure  them 
more  effe&ually,  that  the  prifoners,  agreeable  to  their  own  vplun-. 
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tary  propofal,  fliall  be  upon  their  parole  not  to  make  any  attempts 
to  efcape  from  confinement,  nor  interfere  in  the  prefent  war  with 
Great-Britain,  by  carrying  on  any  correfpondence,  converfation,  or 
otherwife,  with  the  enemies  of  America  ;  and  that  during  their  con- 
finement, Benjamin  Griffith,  who,  by  a  late  refolve  of  Congrefs,  was 
diredled  to  fupply  the  prifoners  when  confined  in  gaol,  continue  to 
fupply  and  accommodate  them  with  neceffaries  for  their  fupport. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Patton  be  appointed  door-keeper,  and 
James  Long,  meffenger,  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  aifigned  for  appointing  fkilful  per- 
fons  to  be  fent  to  examine  the  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Livingfton's 
founderies,  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  the  28th  of  Nov.  laft. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Boyd,  the  pay-mafter  of  colonel 
Mackay's  battalion,  be  empowered  to  receive  from  Mr.  William 
Smith,  at  Hanover,  fuch  a  number  of  (hoes  as  may  be  wanted  for 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  affemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety,  and  other  perfons  that  are  or  may  be  entrufted  with 
money  for  the  militia  reinforcing  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
tranfmit  the  receipts  of  the  officers  receiving  the  fame  to  the  pay- 
mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general  of  the  refpective  armies  ;  who 
are  hereby  diredled  to  make  proper  ftoppages,  and  give  certificates 
of  the  delivery  of  fuch  receipts,  fpecifying  therein,  the  names  of  the 
perfons  figning  them,  the  dates  and  funis  mentioned  in  the  fame,  and 
the  perfons  to  whom  the  receipts  were  given  ;  Avhich  certificates 
{hall  be  received  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  as  fufficient 
vouchers  for  difcharging  the  reipecYive  accounts  from  the  fums  ex- 
preffed  in  the  fame. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  24,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  ; 
one,  of  the  21ft,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris  ;  one,  of  the  10th,  from  ge- 
neral Schuyler,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  received  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  af- 
fairs of  the  northern  army. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  the  faid  council  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  the  treafurer,  be  empowered  to  em- 
ploy proper  perfons  to  fign  the  bills  which  remain  unfigned  in  the 
treafury,  and  that  he  return  their  names  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  immediately  written  by  Mr.  Prefident 
to  the  affemblies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Con- 
necticut, informing  them,  of  the  critical  ftate  of  the  fortrefs  of 
Ticonderoga  and  the  other  polls  in  that  quarter  ;  and  the  extreme 
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danger  of  gen.  Carlton's  poffefling  himfelf  of  that  fortrefs  as  foon 
as  Lake-Champlain  fhall  be  fo  frozen,  as  to  be  capable  of  bearing 
horfes:  that,  by  a  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  Congrefs  is  informed, 
that  the  troops,  now  occupying  thofe  pofts,  will  not  tarry  after  the 
3  lft  of  this  month  ;  and,  in  the  mo  ft  prefhng  terms,  urging  the  ne- 
cefftty  of  haftening  up  troops,  from  their  refpedtive  ftates  with  the  ut- 
most difpatch,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  2500  from  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay,  1500  from  Connecticut,  and  500  from  New-Hampfhire, 
making  45  00  ;  informing  them,  that  Congrefs  defire  they  will  not 
wait  till  the  feveral  corps  are  completed  ;  and  that  there  is  now  a 
plentiful  flock  of  provifions  at  Ticonderoga,  and  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  enemy  till  the  lake  fhall  be  frozen,  as  above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  17th  of  October,  for  the  better  regulating  the  trea- 
fury-board  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Nelfon  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

Resolved,  That  533.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Nichols, 
deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  for  the  public  fervice,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafter-general, 
to  whom  laid  Nichols,  who  is  an  officer  in  his  department,  is  to  be 
accountable. 

Sundry  French  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  for 
procuring  cannon. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis. 

Resolved,  That  two  other  magazines  of  ammunition,  in  addition 
to  that  agreed  to  on  the  2  lft,  be  formed,  one  in  the  eaftern  ftates, 
and  one  in  the  fouthern  ftates  : 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  of  the  eaftern  ftates  confer  together, 
and  alfo  thofe  of  the  fouthern  ftates,  and  fix  upon  proper  places, 
and  report  to  Congrefs  on  Thurfday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Thurfday  next. 

Tijursdat,  December  26,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  read,  viz. 

One,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Wafhington,  with  an  extracl:  of  a 
letter  from  commiffary-general  Trumbull  : 

One,  of  the  13th,  from  commiffary-general  Trumbull  at  Morrif- 
town  : 

One,  of  the  8th,  from  governor  Cooke  : 

One,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Waihington,  with  a  plan  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  artillery,  and  a  memorandum  : 

One,  of  the  21ft,  from  general  N.  Green: 

Two,  of  the  22d,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
with  fundry  letters  from  Ticonderoga  : 

One,  of  the  2d,  from  colonel  Anthony  Wayne,  at  Ticonderoga, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 
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One,  of  the  6th,  from  colonel  J.  Wood,  at  ditto  : 

One,  of  the  23d,  from  Samuel  Walhiiigton,  of  Berkley  county, 
Virginia  : 

One,  of  the  10th,  from  colonel  John  Brown,  of  Albany,  with  pa- 
pers enclofed  : 

Alio,  a  letter  from  Donald  M'Leod,  Alexander  M'Leod,  Ken- 
neth M'Donald,  and  a  petition  from  Thomas  Slater,  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  400,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Trum- 
bull, Efq;  commiffary-general  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  J.  Trumbull,  Efq;  commiffary-general  be  empow- 
ered to  import,  at  the  continental  rifle,  from  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
and  the  other  fouthern  ftates,  fuch  quantities  of  flour  and  other  pro- 
visions, as  he  may  judge  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  their  date,  and  re- 
queft  them  to  contrail  with  proper  perfons,for  the  delivery  of  10,000 
barrels  of  flour  on  James's,  York,  Rapahannock,  and  Potowmack  ri- 
vers, to  the  order  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commiffary-general,  or  of  a 
larger  quantity,  fhould  he  require  a  farther  fupply  ;  the  faid  Jofeph 
Trumbull  to  fend  veffels  to  take  it  in,  and  to  pay  for,  or  draw  orders 
on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  payment  of  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  read,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  : 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  letters  ;  and,  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  repor- 
ted, that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  letters  to 
them  referred  ;  but,  not  having  had  time  to  finifh,  defire  leave  to 
fit  again  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion the  letters  read  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  army,  and  report  thereon  to-morrow 
morning  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan  for  the  better  condu&ing  the  executive  bufinefs  of  Congrefs, 
by  boards  compofed  of  perfons,  not  members  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  December  27,    1776. 
Resolved,  That    3,333.30  dollars    be    advanced    to   Mr.  James 
Nourfe,   for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  of  Berkley  and  Frederick  coun- 
ties, in  Virginia,  who  are  about  to  march  to  reinforce  general  Wash- 
ington ;  the  laid  Mr.  Nourfe  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure. 
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Resolved)  That  the  refolution  paffed  the  3d  of  December,  grant- 
ing a  pair  of  fhoes  and  {lockings  to  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  fame  rations  and  monthly  pay  with  the  other  troops  on  the  con- 
tinental eftablifhment,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  enroll- 
ment, be  extended  to  the  Virginia  militia,  who  march  to  reinforce 
general  Washington. 

Sundry  letters  were  read,  viz.  one  of  the  23d,  from  R.  Morris; 
one,  of  the  3d,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga  ;  one  from 
Henricus  Gode,  of  St.  Euftatia,  of  November  30th  ;  one  of  the 
18th,  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  at  New- 
town, in  Bucks'  county,  Pennfylvania  ;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  Jo- 
nathan Trumbull  ;  one,  of  the  25th  November,  from  Jofeph 
Trumbull  ;  alio,  a  petition  from  Faneuil  and  others,  to  the  affem- 
bly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  a  refolBtion  paffed  by  the  faid  af- 
fembly  in  confequence  thereof. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  army,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  brigadier-general  of  artillery  be  appointed  ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  Henry  Knox  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  ufe  every 
endeavour,  by  giving  bounties  and  otherwife,  to  prevail  upon  the 
troops,  whofe  term  of  enliftment  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
to  flay  with  the  army  fo  long  after  that  period,  as  its  fituation  fhall 
render  their  flay  neceffary  : 

That  the  new-levies  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Delaware  flate, 
Pennfylvania,  and  New-Jerfey,  be  ordered  to  march  by  companies, 
and  parts  of  companies,  as  faft  as  they  fhall  be  railed,  and  join  the 
army  under  general  Wafhington,  with  the  utmofl  difpatch  : 

That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted  by  the  prefident 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  ftates  before-mentioned,  who  are 
requefted  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  to  appoint  commiffaries  to 
precede  the  troops,  and  procure  provifion  for  them  on  their  march  ; 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  draw  money  for  this  purpofe  from 
the  neareft  continental  pay-m after  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  commif- 
fary  of  prifoners,  and  a  clothier-general  for  fupplying  the  army  ; 
to  fix  their  falaries,  and  return  their  names  to  Congrefs  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  requefted  to  fix  upon  that  fyftem  of 
promotion  in  the  continental  army,  which,  in  his  opinion,  and  that 
of  the  general  officers  with  him,  will  produce  moft  general  fatif- 
faclion  ;  that  it  be  fuggefted  to  him,  whether  a  promotion  of  field- 
officers  in  the  colonial  line,  and  of  captains  and  fubalterns  in  the 
regimental  line,  would  not  be  the  moft  proper  : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Wafhington's  directing  the 
quarter-mafter-general  to  provide  teams  for  each  regiment,  and  for 
other  neceffary  purpofes  : 

That  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  regiments,  with  all  the  convales- 
cents from  the  other  corps  left  in  that  ftate,  and  now  fit  for  duty, 
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be  ordered  to  march  and  join  the  army  under  general  Wafliington, 
with  the  utmoll  difpatch,  leaving-  the  arms  that  they  have  at  pre- 
fent,  with  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate,  as  they  will  be 
provided  with  others  at  the  Head-of-Elk  : 

That  three  regiments,  upon  the  new  eftablifhment,  in  North-Ca- 
rolina, be  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  join  gen.  Wafliington  : 

That  the  ftate  of  Virginia  be  empowered  to  call  into  fervice,  at 
the  continental  expenfe,  three  regiments  of  militia,  or  minute-men, 
if  fuch  a  meafure  (hall,  by  that  ftate,  be  judged  neceflary. 

The  unjuft,  but  determined,  purpofe  of  the  Britifti  court  to  en- 
flave  thofe  free  ftates,  obvious  through  every  delufive  infinuation 
to  the  contrary,  having  placed  things  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  the 
very  exiftence  of  civil  liberty  now  depends  on  the  right  execution 
of  military  powers,  and  the  vigorous  decifive  conduit  of  thefe,  be- 
ing impoffible  to  diftant,  numerous,  and  deliberative  bodies  : 

This  Congrefs,  having  maturely  confidered  the  prefent  crifis  ; 
and  having  perfect  reliance  on  the  wifdom,  vigour,  and  uprightnefs 
of  general  Wafliington,  do,  hereby, 

Resolve,  That  general  Wafliington  fhall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
vefted  with  full,  ample,  and  complete  powers  to  raife  and  collecl 
together,  in  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  manner,  from  any  or  all 
of  thefe  United  States,  16  battalions  of  infantry,  in  addition  to 
thofe  already  voted  by  Congrefs  ;  to  appoint  officers  for  the  faid 
battalions  of  infantry  ;  to  raife,  officer,  and  equip  3000  light- horfe  ; 
three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  their  pay  ;  to  apply  to  any  of  the  ftates  for  fuch  aid  of  the 
militia  as  he  ihall  judge  necefiary  ;  to  form  fuch  magazines  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  in  fuch  places,  as  he  fhall  think  proper  ;  to  difplace 
and  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  to 
fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  department  in  the  American 
armies ;  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be,  whatever  he  may  -want  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitants  will  not  fell  it,  allowing  a 
reafonable  price  for  the  fame  ;  to  arreft  and  confine  perfons  who 
refufe  to  take  the  continental  currency,  or  are  otherwife  difaftec- 
ted  to  the  American  cauie  ;  and  return  to  the  ftates,  of  which  they 
are  citizens,  their  names,  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  top-e- 
ther  with  the  witneftes  to  prove  them  : 

That  the  foregoing  powers  be  vefted  in  general  Wafliington,  for 
and  during  the  term  of  fix  months  from,  the  date  hereof,  unlefs 
fooner  determined  by  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  and  fpeedy  meafures  for  punifliing  all 
fuch  as  refufe  continental  currency  ;  and  that  the  general  be  direc- 
ted to  give  all  necefiary  aid  to  the  council  of  fafety,  for  carrying 
their  meafures  on  this  fubjecl  into  effeftual  execution. 

Mr.  Hillegas  having  returned  the  names  of  perfons  by  him  em- 
ployed to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  fign  the  bills  of  credit,  they 
were  agreed  to  ;  and  are, 
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Superintendants  of  the  prefs,  Thomas  Harrifon,  William  Smithe, 
and  John  Merryman,  junior  : 

Signers  of  money,  William  Afquith,  John  Griffith,  Hercule6 
Courtney,  John  Cockey,  James  Kelfo,  Richard  Cromell,  James 
Colhourn,  George  Welfh,  Theodore  Barrel,  Thomas  Donnellan, 
John  Boyd,  Benjamin  Levy,  Samuel  Hillegas,  and  William  Govett. 

Resolved,  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith,  for 
the  ule  of  the  fick  foldiers  in  Baltimore  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

SAfURDAr,  December  28,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
circular  letter  to  the  feveral  United  States,  explaining  the  reafons 
which  induced  Congrefs  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  general  Walhing- 
ton,  and  requefting  them  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  give  him  all 
the  aid  in  their  power  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  which,  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  2d  of  November  laft,  the  treafury-board  were  ordered  to 
prepare  and  have  ready  for  emiffion,  be  now  emitted  on  the  faith  of 
the  United  States.  , 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requefted,  to  furnifh  Mr.  John  Griffith  with 
fifty  blankets  for  the  life  of  the  fick  foldiers  in  Baltimore,  who 
{land  in  immediate  need  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Carvill  Hall, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
directed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  the  papers  therein  mention- 
ed, were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  northern  army- 
may  be  fupplied  more  advantageouily  and  conveniently,  in  the  pre- 
fent  mode  of  the  commiffary-generars  governing  himfelf  by  fuch 
regulations  as  have  been,  and  may  be,  from  time  to  time,  ordained 
by  the  general  or  commander  in  chief,  than  by  contractors  : 

That  the  commilfary-general  be  directed,  without  fail,  to  fupply 
the  northern  army,  this  winter,  with  vegetables  twice  in  every  week, 
or  more  frequently,  if  poffible  ;  and  to  take  effectual  meafures  that 
they  be  well  fupplied  with  vinegar  : 

That  two  large  floating  batteries  be  built  on  Lake-Champlain,  to 
cover  the  boom  and  the  bridge;  and  that  general  Schuvlrrbe  de- 
fired  to  contract  with  builders  for  this  purpofe  in  New  York,  or 
MaiVachufet'cs-Bay,  or  both,  and  that  general  Schuyler  provide  the 
materials  : 

That  the  commiftt-.-  for  fupplvino;  cannon  be  directed  to  procure 
ten  brafs  fix-inch  howitzers,  with  fhells,  and  a  proper  attrail,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  northern  army  : 
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That  a  fort  be  conftructed  on  Mount-Independence  :  that  the  ir- 
rigation of  the  lake  near  that  place  be  obftruttedby  caffoons,  to  be 
funk  in  the  water,  at  fmall  diftances,  from  one  another,  and  joined 
together  by  ftring-pieces,  fo  as,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ferve  for  a  bridge 
between  the  fortifications  on  the  eafl  and  weft  fide  ;  that,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  drawing  their  fmall-craft  over  land  beyond  Three- 
Mile  Point  into  Lake-George,  the  paffage  of  that  lake  be  alfo  ob- 
ftructed,  in  like  manner,  by  caffoons  from  iiland  to  ifland  in  the  nar- 
rows, if  practicable,  or  by  floating  batteries  ;  that  Fort-Stanwix  be 
ftrengthened,  and  other  fortifications  be  made  at  proper  places  near 
the  Mohawk  river,  and  that  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  northern  army,  execute  thefe  works  this  winter  ;  and 
that  the  commanding  officers  of  artillery,  chief  engineer,  quarter- 
mafier-general,  and  commiflary -general,  provide  and  perform  what- 
ever things  in  their  refpective  departments  are  neceffary,  or  may 
contribute  to  the  accomplifhment  thereof : 

That  the  general  court,  or  council,  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  be  requefted  to  procure  fuch  a  quantity  of  oakum,  and  any 
other  articles,  as  general  Schuyler,  who  is  defired  to  write  to  them 
on  the  fubject,  fhall  require  ;  and  to  forward  the  fame  to  fuch  places 
as  he  fhall  direct : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  write  to 
Philadelphia  for  accoutrements  and  neceffaries  to  fupply  the  fix 
troops  of  light-horfe  ordered  from  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

.  ■  mwi    — 

Suhdat,  December  29,    1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  letter 
from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  10th  of  December,  be  directed  to 
fend  a  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons  to  Mr.  Livingfton,  owner  of  the 
foundery  in  the  ftate  of  New- York,  and  to  governor  Trumbull,  un- 
der whofe  direction  is  the  foundery  at  Salifbury  ;  alfo  to  the  coun- 
cil of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  procure  fuch  cannon  and 
ftores,  as  are  required  by  the  general  in  his  faid  letter ;  they  being 
immediately  neceffary  for  the  northern  department. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  more  gene- 
ral officers. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

MosDAr,  December  30,    1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  brigadier-general  Lewis  was  read  ;  al- 
fo two  letters,  of  the  26th  and  27th,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  confider  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler,  relating  to  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a  report  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  northern  army,  be  directed  to  caufe  an  elaboratory  to  be   erec-» 
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ted  at  fuch  place  as  he  fhall  judge  mod  convenient,  to  fix  all  the 
neceffary  ammunition  for  the  enfuing-  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  1  5  companies,  conhfting  of  a  captain  or  over  fee  r, 
and  30  men  each,  be  engaged,  upon  fuch  terms  as  general  Schuyler 
fhall  think  juft  and  equitable,  for  the  batteau  fervice  ;  and  be  oc- 
calionally  employed  on  the  high-ways  and  other  quarter-mafter- 
general's  department  ;  and  that  four  companies  of  carpenters,  to 
conuft  of  an  overfeer  and  twenty-five  men  each,  be  engaged  in 
like  manner  to  attend  the  northern  army. 

For  the  better  regulating  waggons  in  the  northern  army, 

Resolved,  That  two  waggons  be  allowed  to  each  company  on  a 
march,  and  one  waggon  to  the  colonel,  one  to  the  lieLitenant-colo- 
nel  and  major,  one  to  the  ftafF  of  a  regiment,  and  one  for  the  par- 
ticular ufe  of  the  director  of  the  hofpital.  Each  waggon  to  be 
drawn  by  two  horfes,  (except  that  for  the  colonel,  which  is  to  be 
allowed  four  horfes,)  and  fubject  to  fuch  orders,  as  (hall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  iffued  by  the  general  or  commanding  officer. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned  officer 
fhall  employ  more  carriages  than  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
reiblution,  he  fhall  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  public  charge  of  it, 
but  fhall  pay  the  cuftomary  price  himfelf  :  and,  on  his  refufal  or  ne- 
glect of  fo  doing,  he  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  he  fined  by  a  court-martial 
in  treble  the  firm  ;  one-third  part  of  fuch  fine  to  be  for  the  ufe  of 
the  owner  of  the  waggon  or  other  carriage  fo  employed,  and  the 
other  two-thirds  to  the  pay-maiter  for  the  public  ufe  ;  the  part  ad- 
judged to  the  owner  of  the  carriage  fhall  be  paid  to  him  by  any 
quarter-mailer  on  the  certificate  of  the  prefident  of  the  court-mar- 
tial, who  fhall  tranfmit  the  whole  fine  to  the  pay-mailer,  in  order 
that  the  fame  may  be  deducted  from  the  pay  cf  the  delinquent. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  feme  of  theprifoners  have  broken 
out  of  gaol,  and  made  their  efcape, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  obfervation  for  Baltimore  coun- 
ty be  requeued  to  direct  immediate  and  Uriel  fearch  for  the  prifoners, 
who  kift  night  efcaped  from  the  gaol  in  Baltimore  town  ;  and  to 
offer  a  reward  for  the  apprehending  and  fecuring  the  faid  prifoners  ; 
and  that  the  faid  committee  make  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
gaoler,  or  any  other  perfon  fufpedied  of  permitting  or  affifting  their 
efcape  ;  and  that  they  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  fhall  think  proper 
to  bring  the  offenders  to  punifhment. 

Resolved,  'That  200  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler  of  the  10th 
of  Dec.  for  the  payment  of  the  expenfes  of  fome  fuitable  perfon  or 
perfons  to  be  fent  by  them  to  Mr.  Livingfion,  gov.  Trumbull,  and 
the  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachuietts-Bay,  agreeable  to  a  refolu- 
tion  palled  yeftevday  ;   the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  fe- 
veral  ftates,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to  : 

Ordered,  That  copies  be  made,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and 
tranfmitted  to  each  of  the  United  States. 
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It  appearing  to  Congrefs  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  impracticable,  to  fupply  the  army  of  the  United  States  with 
bacon,  falted  beef,  pork,  foap,  tallow  and  candles,  unlefs  the  expor- 
tation thereof  be.  prohibited  ;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  none  of  the  faid  articles,  except  fuch  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  the  crew  of  any  fhip  or  vefiel,  be  exported  from  any 
of  thefe  United  States  after  the  5th  day  of  January  next,  until  the 
firft  day  of  November  next,  or  until  Congrefs  fhall  take  further 
order  therein.  And  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  feveral  United  States,  to  fee  that  this  refolution  be 
ftrictly  complied  with. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  agree  with,  and 
employ,  as  an  affiftant-clerk,  Mr.  Nourfe,  late  gen.  Lee's  fecretary. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesdat,  December  31,  1776. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one,  of  the 
28th,  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs,  at  Philadelphia,  with  fuudry 
papers  enclol'ed,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Mackenzie  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, to  purchafe  fuch  medicines  as  is  immediately  wanted  for  the 
fick  foldiers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  now  in 
Baltimore,  and  return  an  account  thereof  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  general  Smallwood  be  directed  to  exert  his  utmofr. 
endeavours,  and  give  the  necefCary  orders  and  inftructions  to  expe- 
dite the  railing  the  levies  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland  ;  and  that  it  be 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  legiflature  and  council  of  fafety„  the 
feveral  committees  of  obfervation,  the  civil,  military  and  militia 
officers  of  faid  ftate,  and  every  friend  of  liberty,  and  the  United 
States,  to  give  general  Smallwood  every  affiftance  in  their  power. 

Resolved,  That  300  dels,  be  advanced  to  lieut-col.  Antil,  of  col. 
Hazen's  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion  ;  and  that  the  fame 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  col.  Hazen,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  requifition  of  general  Schuyler  for  a  fupply 
of  60  tons  cf  cannon-powder,  and  34  tons  of  mulket-powder,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  northern  army,  be  referred  to  general  Wafhington  ;  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  furnifh  that  army  with  fuch  quantities  of  that 
article  as  can  be  fpared. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform  general 
Wafhington  of  the  quantities  of  gun-powder  belonging  to  the  Con- 
grefs on  hand  in  the  different  parts  of  America,  as  far  as  may  have 
come  to  their  knowledge. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Antil  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  William  Kennon,  of  North-Carolina,  to  general 
Lee,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon. 

Resolved,  That  any  reftric\ions  heretofore  impofed  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  flaves  and  other  lumber,  except  to  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  iflands,  or  any  place  under  the  dominion 
of  Great-Britain,  ceafe. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Wafliington,  defiring 
him  to  order  the  clothier-general,  to  fend  agents  into  each  ftate,  to 
buy  up  linens  and  other  clothing  proper  for  the  foldiery  ;  and  that 
lie  give  fimilar  orders  to  the  quarter-maiter-general  to  purfue 
the  fame  mode  for  procuring  a  fufficient  quantity  of  tent-cloth  ; 
and  that  they  be  feverally  directed  to  apply  to  the  ftates  to  afford 
all  necefiary  afTiftance  therein.  And  whereas,  great  expenfe  hath 
heretofore  arifen  from  public  agents  trading  againfl  each  other, 
the  general  is  defired  to  caution  the  clothier-general  and  quarter- 
mafter-general,  that  their  agents  aforefaid,  fall  not  into  the  above 
miftake  in  time  to  come. 

A  memorial  from  John  Matthewfon,  and  others,  was  read  ;  alfo 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Hughes  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

An  appeal  being  lodged  againft  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty for  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations, 
on  the  libel,  Efek  Hopkins  v.  Richard  Derby  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  received,  that  it  may  be  profecuted  before 
the  committee  on  appeals. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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